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The narrator — Frank — grows and learns a lot over the course of the novel. 
For example, he struggles with his role as a Catholic and how to fit into his 

expected role as an Irish man. Describe some of the major events and 
instances that cause him to change and how they shaped him.

Character Development
..................

Event Outcome
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Character Deconstruction
..................

There are two sides to every story. The reader tends to see Frank as a good person because 
we see things from his point of view. However, there are a number of bad things he does in 

the novel, such as drinking, hitting his mother, playing truant and stealing. Use the PIE method 
(Point, Illustration, Expansion or Explanation) in order to outline both sides of the argument.

Event Illustration Expansion or Explaining

Frank is a good person This is shown by…

Event Illustration Expansion or Explaining

Frank is a bad person This is illustrated by the 
quotation…
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Use the following graphic organizer to help you write 
a complete summary of Angela’s Ashes.

Story Summary
..................

Themes
• Religion
• Family
• Education
• English/Irish 

tensions
• Hunger/poverty

Plot
• What happens
• Sub-plots Characters

• Main Characters
• Minor Characters

Setting
• Where the story 

takes place
• Where the 

important scenes 
take place

Style
• 1st person narrator
• Similes 
• Metaphors
• Alliteration
• Humour
• Tone
• Use of imagery
• Symbolism

Parts 
of a 

novel


