Front Page News

Imagine you're the managing editor at a big New York newspaper in
the 1920s. You're tasked with laying out the story of Jay Gatsby’s life
and murder. Using your knowledge of the events depicted in The Great
Gatsby, write what you would consider the most important headlines
corresponding to each chapter. As a class, decide what the top stories are
and what is supplementary to the main story of Gatsby’s life and death.
The most important stories should go at the top of the page.
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Connection Tree

Imagine a free with each branch representing a character from The Great
Gatsby. Gatsby himself will represent the trunk of the tree. Your task will be to
examine each character’s relationship with Gatsby and with one another.
Some branches will lead directly to Gatsby, while some will connect with
supporting characters. For example, Meyer Wolfsheim'’s branch would
connect directly to Gatsby, while Gatsby’s servants would connect first with
Wolfsheim, then to Gatsby.
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Pillars of the Story

Imagine Gatsby’s mansion as having four pillars that hold up the roof. Imagine
each of the pillars as a theme or motif presented in the novel, with the peak
of the mansion’s roof representing the main theme or message of the book.
At the side of each pillar is a space to write down the theme or motif being
presented. Each pillar should then be filled with events, characters, or places

that illustrate that theme or motif,
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