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In The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, author Sherman Alexie 
presents two towns. Wellpinit is a small town on a reservation. Reardan is a 

small, mostly white town. While the towns are just twenty-two miles apart, there 
is a stark contrast in the characters presented in each town. Use this organizer 

to discuss some of the differences and similarities in the characters.

Character:

WellpinitWellpinit

ReardanReardan

Comparing Traits
..................
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There are many themes in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian that 
are central to the plot. At the end of the book, Junior recalls a time when he 
and Rowdy climbed the tallest tree on the reservation. Think of the themes as 

the branches on the tree. Which are the most important themes presented 
in the book or the themes that support the plot the most? These will form the 
trunk of your tree. Build on the tree from the ground up starting with the most 

important themes.

THEME #1
THEME #2

THEME #5
THEME #4

THEME #3

THEME #6 THEME #7

Theme Tree
..................
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Unsettling Setting
..................

There are a lot of dualities presented in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian. For example, Junior often discusses how depressing and isolated 

people feel in Wellpinit, but he also speaks of how beautiful it is from high 
above in the tree. Use this organizer to discuss how each setting in the book is 

presented both positively and negatively.

POSITIVE

NEGATIVE
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• RSL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
• RSL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 

shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objec@ve summary of the text. 
• RSL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
• RSL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figura@ve and connota@ve meanings; analyze the 

cumula@ve impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
• RSL.9-10.7 Analyze the representa@on of a subject or a key scene in two different ar@s@c mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each 

treatment. 
• RSL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9 read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

• RSL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves maIers uncertain. 

• RSL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objec@ve summary of the text. 

• RSL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama. 
• RSL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figura@ve and connota@ve meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with mul@ple meanings or language that is par@cularly fresh, engaging, or beau@ful. 
• RSL.11-12.7 Analyze mul@ple interpreta@ons of a story, drama, or poem, evalua@ng how each version interprets the source text. 
• RSL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

• WS.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substan@ve topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
• WS.9-10.2 Write informa@ve/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and informa@on clearly and accurately through the 

effec@ve selec@on, organiza@on, and analysis of content.  
• WS.9-10.3 Write narra@ves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effec@ve technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences.. 
• WS.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent wri@ng in which the development, organiza@on, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a ques@on or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize mul@ple sources on the subject, demonstra@ng understanding of the subject under inves@ga@on. 
• WS.9-10.8 Gather relevant informa@on from mul@ple authorita@ve print and digital sources, using advanced searches effec@vely; assess the usefulness of 

each source in answering the research ques@on; integrate informa@on into the text selec@vely to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for cita@on. 

• WS.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informa@onal texts to support analysis, reflec@on, and research.  
• WS.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substan@ve topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
• WS.11-12.2 Write informa@ve/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and informa@on clearly and accurately through the 

effec@ve selec@on, organiza@on, and analysis of content.  
• WS.11-12.3 Write narra@ves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effec@ve technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences.  
• WS.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent wri@ng in which the development, organiza@on, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a ques@on or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize mul@ple sources on the subject, demonstra@ng understanding of the subject under inves@ga@on. 
• WS.11-12.8 Gather relevant informa@on from mul@ple authorita@ve print and digital sources, using advanced searches effec@vely; assess the strengths and 

limita@ons of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate informa@on into the text selec@vely to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for cita@on. 

• WS.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informa@onal texts to support analysis, reflec@on, and research. 
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