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.............................
Character Development

In this novel, there are many “loss of innocence” moments. These are 
moments when a character learns or experiences something that causes 

them to grow up or realize something difficult about the world around 
them. In the table below, write a character’s name in the first column. In 

the second column, describe an experience they had. In the third column, 
explain the lesson they learned from it. You can use the same character 

more than once. An example is provided.

Character Experience Lesson

Little Man The Jefferson Davis 
school bus drove by 

and got him dirty.

Inequality: The white 
kids get a school 

bus, but the African-
American kids don’t. 

Not everyone is seen as 
equal.
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......................
Character Social Media Profile

Choose one character that you found interesting. Create a social media 
profile for them by completing the template below. Get as creative as you can 

and be sure to use as much information from the novel as possible.

Friends List: 

Design a cover photo for your character.

Status Update:

Likes:

Dislikes:

Wall Comments:

Name:

Age:

School:

Occupation:

Relationship Status: 

About Me: 

Draw
Character



Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry  CC2715© 55

Plotting the Narrative Arc
................

The narrative arc of a story describes the rising and falling action (ups and 
downs) of the plot. On the graph below, draw the narrative arc of Roll of 
Thunder, Hear My Cry, with peaks at the most action-filled parts. Use a 0-6 

scale with 0 being very little action to 6 being the most action.

Now that you have drawn the narrative arc, identify the three most action-
filled parts of the novel. Describe each one below.

CHAPTER NUMBER
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• RSL.7.1	Cite	several	pieces	of	textual	evidence	to	support	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text.	
• RSL.7.2	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	
• RSL.7.3	Analyze	how	particular	elements	of	a	story	or	drama	interact.	
• RSL.7.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	a	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	impact	of	rhymes	

and	other	repetitions	of	sounds	on	a	specific	verse	or	stanza	of	a	poem	or	section	of	a	story	or	drama.	
• RSL.7.6	Analyze	how	an	author	develops	and	contrasts	the	points	of	view	of	different	characters	or	narrators	in	a	text.	
• RSL.7.10	By	the	end	of	the	year	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	6–8	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	

scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.	
• RSL.8.1	Cite	the	textual	evidence	that	most	strongly	supports	an	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text.	
• RSL.8.2	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	its	relationship	to	the	characters,	setting,	

and	plot;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	
• RSL.8.3	Analyze	how	particular	lines	of	dialogue	or	incidents	in	a	story	or	drama	propel	the	action,	reveal	aspects	of	a	character,	or	provoke	a	decision.	
• RSL.8.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	a	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	impact	of	specific	

word	choices	on	meaning	and	tone,	including	analogies	or	allusions	to	other	texts.	
• RSL.8.6	Analyze	how	differences	in	the	points	of	view	of	the	characters	and	the	audience	or	reader	create	such	effects	as	suspense	or	humor.	
• RSL.8.10	By	the	end	of	the	year	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	high	end	of	grades	6–8	text	complexity	band	

independently	and	proficiently.	
• WS.7.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	with	clear	reasons	and	relevant	evidence.	A)	Introduce	claim(s),	acknowledge	alternate	or	opposing	claims,	and	

organize	the	reasons	and	evidence	logically.	B)	Support	claim(s)	with	logical	reasoning	and	relevant	evidence,	using	accurate,	credible	sources	and	
demonstrating	an	understanding	of	the	topic	or	text.	C)	Use	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	among	claim(s),	
reasons,	and	evidence.	D)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	E)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	argument	
presented.	

• WS.7.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	through	the	selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	
relevant	content.	A)	Introduce	a	topic	clearly,	previewing	what	is	to	follow;	organize	ideas,	concepts,	and	information,	using	strategies	such	as	definition,	
classification,	comparison/contrast,	and	cause/effect;	include	formatting,	graphics,	and	multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	comprehension.	B)	Develop	the	topic	
with	relevant	facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	quotations,	or	other	information	and	examples.	C)	Use	appropriate	transitions	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	
the	relationships	among	ideas	and	concepts.	D)	Use	precise	language	and	domain-specific	vocabulary	to	inform	about	or	explain	the	topic.	E)	Establish	and	
maintain	a	formal	style.	F)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	information	or	explanation	presented.	

• WS.7.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	well-structured	event	
sequences.	A)	Engage	and	orient	the	reader	by	establishing	a	context	and	point	of	view	and	introducing	a	narrator	and/or	characters;	organize	an	event	
sequence	that	unfolds	naturally	and	logically.	B)	Use	narrative	techniques,	such	as	dialogue,	pacing,	and	description,	to	develop	experiences,	events,	and/or	
characters.	C)	Use	a	variety	of	transition	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	convey	sequence	and	signal	shifts	from	one	time	frame	or	setting	to	another.	D)	Use	
precise	words	and	phrases,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	sensory	language	to	capture	the	action	and	convey	experiences	and	events.	E)	Provide	a	conclusion	
that	follows	from	and	reflects	on	the	narrated	experiences	or	events.	

• WS.7.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.7.7	Conduct	short	research	projects	to	answer	a	question,	drawing	on	several	sources	and	generating	additional	related,	focused	questions	for	further	

research	and	investigation.	
• WS.7.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	print	and	digital	sources,	using	search	terms	effectively;	assess	the	credibility	and	accuracy	of	each	source;	

and	quote	or	paraphrase	the	data	and	conclusions	of	others	while	avoiding	plagiarism	and	following	a	standard	format	for	citation.	
• WS.7.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.	A)	Apply	grade	7	Reading	standards	to	literature.	B)	

Apply	grade	7	Reading	standards	to	literary	nonfiction.	
• WS.8.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	with	clear	reasons	and	relevant	evidence.	A)	Introduce	claim(s),	acknowledge	and	distinguish	the	claim(s)	from	

alternate	or	opposing	claims,	and	organize	the	reasons	and	evidence	logically.	B)	Support	claim(s)	with	logical	reasoning	and	relevant	evidence,	using	accurate,	
credible	sources	and	demonstrating	an	understanding	of	the	topic	or	text.	C)	Use	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	
among	claim(s),	counterclaims,	reasons,	and	evidence.	D)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	E)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	
and	supports	the	argument	presented.	

• WS.8.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	through	the	selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	
relevant	content.	A)	Introduce	a	topic	clearly,	previewing	what	is	to	follow;	organize	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	into	broader	categories;	include	
formatting,	graphics,	and	multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	comprehension.	B)	Develop	the	topic	with	relevant,	well-chosen	facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	
quotations,	or	other	information	and	examples.	C)	Use	appropriate	and	varied	transitions	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	among	ideas	and	
concepts.	D)	Use	precise	language	and	domain-specific	vocabulary	to	inform	about	or	explain	the	topic.	E)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	F)	Provide	a	
concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	information	or	explanation	presented.	

• WS.8.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	well-structured	event	
sequences.	A)	Engage	and	orient	the	reader	by	establishing	a	context	and	point	of	view	and	introducing	a	narrator	and/or	characters;	organize	an	event	
sequence	that	unfolds	naturally	and	logically.	B)	Use	narrative	techniques,	such	as	dialogue,	pacing,	description,	and	reflection,	to	develop	experiences,	events,	
and/or	characters.	C)	Use	a	variety	of	transition	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	convey	sequence,	signal	shifts	from	one	time	frame	or	setting	to	another,	and	
show	the	relationships	among	experiences	and	events.	D)	Use	precise	words	and	phrases,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	sensory	language	to	capture	the	
action	and	convey	experiences	and	events.	E)	Provide	a	conclusion	that	follows	from	and	reflects	on	the	narrated	experiences	or	events.	

• WS.8.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.8.7	Conduct	short	research	projects	to	answer	a	question,	drawing	on	several	sources	and	generating	additional	related,	focused	questions	that	allow	for	

multiple	avenues	of	exploration.	
• WS.8.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	print	and	digital	sources,	using	search	terms	effectively;	assess	the	credibility	and	accuracy	of	each	source;	

and	quote	or	paraphrase	the	data	and	conclusions	of	others	while	avoiding	plagiarism	and	following	a	standard	format	for	citation.	
• WS.8.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.	A)	Apply	grade	8	Reading	standards	to	literature.	B)	

Apply	grade	8	Reading	standards	to	literary	nonfiction.	
	


