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Activity Six

6A

Some of the best narrative essays are the funniest. 

Go to http://www.eduplace.com/tales on the internet. There you will find the “Wacky 
Web Tales” story starters. Choose one of the story topics that you’d like to write about 

and click on it. You will be asked to list several words that will be used in the story. 

Be sure to use the “Parts of Speech Help” if you need it. When you have filled all the 
boxes with words, click on the “See Your Wacky Web Tale” button and find out what 

kind of story you were writing. You may want to complete two or more of these wacky 
web tales. They are fun and funny!

Copy one of the tales onto the form below.
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New in Paperback

Sometimes you may see a hardback book in a store that is too expensive to buy. 
Don’t worry! Most books come out in paperback after a few months and cost much 
less. Go to http://www.kidsreads.com/features/NIP_index.asp on the internet. There 

you will find a list of books that have recently (within the last month) come out 
in paperback. Pretend that you have $100 to spend for books. Read through the 

summaries of the books and choose as many as you can afford. (To find the price, just 
click on the “buy from amazon.com” button.) Keep track of the money you spend 
and record which books you would like to buy and why on the form below. Who 

knows, perhaps you’ll come into some money very soon!

Reading Response Forms  CC1106©

My name: 

Title of my book:

Author:

...................After You Read

Story Critic
Who is the most important character in this story?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this character is most important?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

What is the setting for your story?

___________________________________________________________________

Do you think this is a good setting for this story?  Tell why.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Did you like the ending of this story?  Tell why.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Activity Five

Holidays are fun and sometimes very special to us. This activity asks you to write one 
paragraph about your favorite holiday memory – not your favorite holiday. 

Think back over your life and choose one holiday memory that you treasure 
and describe. Go to http://www.teachersdesk.org/topics/holmem.html and 

follow the directions you will find there. 

I’ll bet that you feel a bit happier when you finish writing this holiday memory 
paragraph!
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Activity Four
Everyone has a favorite cousin, aunt, or uncle who adds a bit of color to family 

gatherings. In this activity, you get to describe yours! 

Go to http://www.teachersdesk.org/topics/relative.html and read the instructions for 
writing this one paragraph description. 

Think about your favorite relative and then begin writing. You can make this a 
serious description or a funny “mind picture” of your favorite relative.
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Activity Three
Science Fiction Story Corner 

Now it’s time to read and tell about someone else’s writing. 

Go to http://www.zuzu.org/fiction.html

When you get there, you should see the title, “Story Corner” and two story titles, 
“The Robot Age” and “A Day in the Life of Beezer”. Both of these stories are written 

about how life might be in the future. 

Choose one story and read it. Then write a paragraph describing what the story 
was about and how you liked it. When you have finished, write and illustrate your 
own story about an event that could happen in the future. Remember that this is 

science fiction, so anything goes!  Share both writings with your teacher. 
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Activity Two
Children’s Authors and Illustrators 

The next time you are sitting at your computer, click on  
http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/authors.html. 

This will take you to the “Authors and Illustrators on the Web” home page. Here there 
are many children’s and young people’s authors listed in alphabetical order. 

When you decide which author you would like to learn more about, click on the 
name and you will be taken to that author’s page. 

Your assignment is to read all the information that is given about the author and 
then summarize what you have learned in at least two paragraphs. 

While you are reading, try to learn more about how the author got ideas for writing 
and which tips each author gives for getting his/her work published. Who knows, you 
may be the next great children’s author! When you have finished writing, reread your 

work and make up at least five questions and answers from the material. Ask your 
teacher when you can read your paragraphs aloud and ask your class the questions. 
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Activity One
Computer Lab Favorites 

Go to http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/index.htm on a computer at home or 
at school. When you reach the web site you should see “Scholastic” with the terms, 
“Scholastic News”, “Computer Lab Favorites”, “Word Wizard Dictionary”, “Write and 
Publish”, “Reading Response”, and “Research Projects”, underneath the heading. 

Click on “Computer Lab Favorites”. You should see a spinning wheel with different 
topics on it. Click on “Language Arts” in the center of the wheel. 

Choose any of the topics on the wheel and follow the directions for a writing 
assignment. As you write, notice how the things you’ve learned in this course about 
“Writing a Paragraph” are helpful to you. When you have finished writing, share what 

you’ve written with your teacher or a classmate. 
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Activity Five
Books into Movies

Have you ever read a book that you thought would make a great movie? 
Many movie producers have, too! 

Go to http://www.kidsreads.com/features/books2movies.asp on the internet. There 
you will find “Books into Movies” listed by month. Read through the summaries of the 
movies until you find one that is about a book you’ve read or a movie that you’ve 

seen. Use the form below to write a well-developed paragraph telling about the book 
or movie. If you’ve read the book and seen the movie, be sure to include anything 

that was changed from the book to the movie!
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Activity Four
The Super Sorter

Do you ever have a hard time choosing just the right book to read? 
The Super Sorter will help you! 

Go to http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/gamestation/supersorter/default.mspx on 
the internet. You’ll see “Super Sorter” at the top of the page. Read the first paragraph 
and click on “start” when you are ready for the robot to help you choose what kinds 
of books to read (note – the robot talks, so keep the sound on low!). Click “start” and 
follow the directions. When you have finished, write a paragraph that tells the kinds of 

book the robot recommended on the form below. 
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Activity Three
The World’s Spookiest Book List

Do you like to be scared silly? Most kids enjoy a good, spooky book. 

Go to http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/bookzone/content/spooky_booklist.mspx 
on the internet. There you will find the World’s Spookiest Book List.  The books are 

divided by readers’ ages. Read over the list until you find a book title that interests you. 
Then read the short summary that is provided.  

On the form below, write a paragraph about why you think you would like to 
read this particular book. Be sure to use some describing words and to list any 

questions you have about the book.
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Activity Two
Meet the Authors and Illustrators

Here’s your chance to read about some of today’s most favorite 
children’s authors and illustrators. 

Go to http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/bookzone/content/default.mspx on the 
internet. You will see a list of authors and illustrators on the left hand side of the page.  

Choose one person who you have heard about before and click on his/her 
name. The folks at “Reading is Fundamental” (RIF) have asked this person 

several questions. Read the questions and answers and then write a summary 
of what you’ve learned on the form below. 

Share your information with your teacher and classmates.
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Activity One
Book Pyramid

To make a book pyramid you will need the following materials:

• 1 book with a very strong plot that you’ve already read

• 1 large piece of white drawing paper

• Colored markers or crayons

To make the book pyramid, follow the directions below:

1. ___________

2. _________  _________

3. _________  _________  _________

4. _________  _________  _________  _________ 

5. _________  _________  _________  _________  _________

6. _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________

7. _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________

8. _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________  _________

1. Write in the name of the main 
character. 

2. Write in two words describing the 
main character. 

3. Write in three words describing the 
setting. 

4. Write in four words stating the story 
problem.  

5. Write in five words describing one 
event in the story.

6. Write in six words describing a 
second event.

7. Write in seven words describing a 
third event. 

8. Write in eight words describing the 
solution to the problem. 
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Activity Five

You have learned that descriptive essays paint word pictures in the audience’s minds. 

Go to http://ksdl.ksbe.edu/writingresource/docs/types_of_writing/description/
descriptive_word_chart.pdf on the internet. There you will find a word chart designed 
to help you get out of the habit of using the same, old, tired words in every sentence. 

Study the lists of words. Now think of something, someone, or some place that 
you would like to describe and use as many of the words on the chart as you 

can. Write your descriptive essay on the form below. 

Remember, powerful verbs and colorful adjectives make the word pictures more 
beautiful!
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Activity Four

It’s time for a fairy tale! Fairy tales are great examples of narrative essays. 

Go to http://homepage.mac.com/mseffie/assignments/fairy_tales/Assignments/
goldilocks.html on the internet and you’ll find a sentence-combining exercise based 

on “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”. 

Sentences are listed for each of the five paragraphs of the essay. The problem occurs 
when you realize that these are short, choppy sentences that need to be combined.

Combine the sentences to make longer, more sensible ones. Then copy your 
new sentences as paragraphs on the form below. You’ll have an interesting tale 

about a little girl who meets three bears in the woods!
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Activity Three

Many people love to travel. 

Go to http://www.kidskonnect.com/content/category/4/26/41 on the internet. 
There you will find a list of countries. Choose one that you’d like to learn more about 

and perhaps visit one day. Click on its name and read all about this country. 

Then use the form below to develop a good outline for a report about this 
country. Be prepared to share your work with your teacher and classmates.
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Activity Two

Often, we do something so many times a day that it become automatic. 
Writing is one of these things. 

Go to http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/writing/sl_history_writing.htm on the 
internet. There you will find “The History of Writing”. 

Writing has not always existed. Someone had to invent it. 

Read the story of the history of writing. Then put what you have learned into a 
five paragraph informative essay. 

Who knows? You might just learn a few things that you didn’t already know! Have fun!
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Activity One

You have learned that biographies are an excellent type of informative essay. 
Here’s your chance to write a biography of a famous woman of the past. 

Go to http://www.distinguishedwomen.com on the internet. There you will find 
“Distinguished Women of Past and Present”. In the lower right corner of the screen 

you’ll see “Search by Subject”. 

Click on this topic and you will find a long list of topics. Choose one that interests you 
and click on it. There you will find the names of women who are important in this area. 

Choose one and read her biography. Take notes as you read. 

Then use the form below to write a five paragraph informative essay about the 
woman you chose. Be sure that your essay is complete and interesting!
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NAME: 

...................Before You Read

Prewriting Your Paragraph

a) The first stage in the writing process is ________________________.

b) One way of coming up with ideas for writing by writing down all of your thoughts 

about a subject in a set period of time is called _________________________.

c) Another method of prewriting is to think about a broad topic and then break it 

down into all its supporting topics or thinking from _____________________________.

d) Diagrams which help you organize your prewriting ideas on paper are called 

_________________  _______________________.

e) The three main methods of brainstorming are ____________, _________________, 

and _________________________. 

f) Stopping and asking yourself who will  be reading your paragraph is 

 ________________________   _______________________.

g) ___________________________ means that you choose one main topic or idea to 

 write about.

1. Fill in each blank with the correct term.      

identifying  your audience         prewriting         graphic organizers         listing
clustering         brainstorming         choosing a focus for writing                             

general to specific         free-writing

The Writing Watch Dog says, 
“Prewriting is the first step in the writing process. 
Good prewriting equals a great paragraph!”

17
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1.      Put a check mark (4) next to the correct answer to each question.

a)                                     is the first stage of the writing process. 

A
B
C

summarizing
prewriting
outlining

Prewriting Your Paragraph 

b)                                     is a method of coming up with ideas by writing 
down all of your thoughts about a subject in a set period of time.

A
B
C

outlining
summarizing
brainstorming

c) Which of the following is not a type of brainstorming? 

A
B
C

storyboarding
listing
clustering

d)                                         are diagrams or drawings which help you 
organize your ideas on paper.

A
B
C

sketches
graphic organizers
illustrations

e) Which of the following activities must be done during the prewriting stage of writing?

A
B
C

choosing the audience for your writing
choosing the illustrations that will go with your writing
choosing the best summary sentence

f) Arrange the following topics from general to specific:
     my house   earth   my street   solar system   United States   my town   my state

a. solar system, b. ___________________  c. ____________________ d. ____________________

e.______________________ f. ____________________ g. ___________________

16
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     Many times you will have a choice about your writing topic. Deciding what to write 

about can be a very difficult job. But there are some activities that you can do to make 

the choice easier. These activities are called prewriting. Prewriting is the first stage 
of the writing process. In prewriting, you get ready to write by talking, thinking, and 

reading about possible writing topics.

     One very good way of prewriting is brainstorming. Brainstorming is a method of 

coming up with ideas by writing down all of your thoughts about a subject in a set 

period of time. Suppose you are in a science class and your teacher asks you to write a 

paragraph related to science. Obviously, you cannot write about the entire subject of 

science since it covers so many areas and topics. One way to solve a problem like this 

one is to brainstorm from general to specific. “Science” is a very general term. Begin 

with that and then list all the topics you can think of that are related to science in some 

way. Your brainstorming might look like this:

          SCIENCE – biology – mammals – bears – grizzly bears - diet

Do you see how the list went from very general to the specific topic of “grizzly bear’s 

diet”? Now, on another sheet of paper, you try the same process of general to specific 

with “school” as the general topic. 

Graphic Organizers
     You can also use graphic organizers to help you brainstorm ideas for writing. 

Graphic organizers are diagrams or drawings which help you organize your ideas 

on paper. One of the most common graphic organizers to use for brainstorming is 

listing. Listing means that you write down every word you can think of that is related 

to a particular topic in a given amount of time.  The other main ways to brainstorm are 

using cluster maps and free-writing. We will discuss both of these methods and other 

graphic organizers in later lessons.

     Another area of brainstorming is deciding your focus or what you will be writing 

about. Finally, in prewriting you must decide who will read or hear your writing. This is 

choosing your audience.

Prewriting Your Paragraph

18
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Using Graphic Organizers for Prewriting
Matching: Draw a line from the graphic organizer to the written description 
of how it is used.

1. A diagram made up of two or more  
intersecting  circles representing 
relationships among concepts. It is a 
good way to compare and contrast 
two things and to organize your 
thoughts for writing.

2. A type of graphic organizer that 
lets the writer think about and list 
the “Who, When, Where, What, and 
Why” of a story or event.

3. A graphic organizer that shows the 
relationship between two events 
when one of the events is the reason 
the other occurred.

4. A graphic organizer showing the key 
events within a particular period of 
time.

5. A chart that organizes the details 
of the sights, tastes, smells, touches, 
and sounds in a story or event.

5 W’s Chart

Venn Diagram

Sensory Chart

Cause and Effect Chart

Timeline

_____/ _____/ _____/ _____/ _____/ _____/

What happened?
Who was there?
Why did it happen?
When did it happen?
Where did it happen?

Subject:             
Sight:
Sound:              
Smell:              
Touch:              
Taste:              

Cause    Effect
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An Important Person  

Think about people you know or have met. Choose ONE person who has made a big difference 
in your life. Write about that person AND describe his or her positive effect on your life. 

Science Fiction  

Imagine yourself in the year 2030, when suddenly all of the world’s technologies stop working. 
You decide to publish a daily newspaper, and make ten copies by hand. In this first paragraph, 

describe a day in the life of someone in this new non-technological society.

3

4

136
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a) A paragraph is a collection of sentences about the same topic.

  True   False
b) Brainstorming is part of the drafting step in writing.

  True   False
c) Prompts are suggested topics for essays.

  True   False
d) A sensory chart is a graphic organizer that lists all the steps in a process in the order they 

happened.

  True   False
e) A persuasive essay is one that describes something.

  True   False
f) A sequence chart lists the details of the sights, tastes, smells, touches, and sounds of a topic.

  True   False 
g) The purpose of an informative essay is to show, tell, or review.

  True   False

4. Circle  the word True if the statement is true.  Circle  the word False if it’s false.

Comprehension Quiz 32

SUBTOTAL:       /14

7

7

2. In complete sentences, describe the parts of an essay.

1. In complete sentences, describe how a paragraph and an essay are 
related.

3. List the five steps in the writing process. 

a)  _____________________________________________________________________________

b)  _____________________________________________________________________________

c)  _____________________________________________________________________________

d)  _____________________________________________________________________________

e)  _____________________________________________________________________________

91
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1 2

3

4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12

13

14 15

Crossword

3. A true story about a real 
person’s life that is written by 
another person

4. The time and place of a story 
or book

8. ____________ Aids are often 
used in oral book reports

9. The first section of a book 
report

10. The main idea of a story or 
book 

12. Graphic ____________
13. A story about a crime, or an 

investigation
14. The name of a book
15. Kinds or types of books or 

stories

Across

1. The middle section of a book 
report

2. Who the book or story is about
5. One type of nonfiction book
6. Actual words spoken by a 

character in a book or story
7. An essay which gives a brief 

summary of a book
11. A story about imaginary 

characters or places

Down

Word List

biography 
body 
book report 
characters
fantasy
genres
informative
introduction
mystery

organizer
quotes 
setting
theme
title
visual
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a) book report                                       

b) introduction                                 

c) theme                   
            

d) setting                                                 

e) plot                       
                   

f) characters                                      

g) body                     
                        

h) conclusion                                  

i) author                                      

j) illustrator

1.

Answers will vary

1.

2.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

C

H

F

I

A

D

E

B

J

G

a) fiction, nonfiction                          

b) fiction                                    

c) nonfiction                                 

d) nature 

e) adventure

f) fairy tales, fantasy                     

g) mystery 

h) biographies

i) science fiction

j) historical fact 
stories

a) accept any 
reasonable 
answer                                  

b) accept any 
reasonable 
answer                                      

c) accept any 
reasonable 
answer                                      

a) science fiction                           

b) biography                                     

c) historical fact                   

d) nature                                      

e) family                                         

f) fairy tales          
                      

g) adventure    

1.

2.

1.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

j)

5

2

9

8

3

6

7

10

4

1

accept any 
reasonable response                                      

2.

accept any 
reasonable response                                      

3.

1.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

j)

FALSE

TRUE

FALSE

TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

1.1.

2.

accept any 
reasonable response                                      
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Kinds of Book Reports
Use one of the terms in the box to fill in each blank.

a) All books can be classified as                                  or                                  .

b)                                  books are stories that are made up by the author.

c)                                  books are about real things, people, events, and places.

d)                                  books are about the environment, taking care of the earth, 
nature, or wildlife and are fact.

e)                                  books are about exciting journeys, interesting places, heroes, 
and spies, and can be fiction or nonfiction.

f)                                  and                                  books are about dragons, wizards, 
imaginary characters and places, and are fiction.

g)                                  books are about 
crimes, investigations, puzzles with no 
answers, and questions about animals 
or other creatures and can be fiction or 
nonfiction.

h)                                  are books about true 
stories about real people’s lives and are 
fact.

i)                                                                   
 books are about possible future events, 
travel to other galaxies, and future 
inventions and are fiction.

j)                                                                   
 are books about real life in other times 
and real people from the past.

Fiction      nonfiction      adventure      historical fiction stories      family      
historical fact stories     mystery      realistic fiction      science fiction     science stories      

fairy tales & fantasy      biographies      animal storybooks      nature

The Writing Watch Dog says,
“Genre means a particular type 

of literature. All the words in 
the box above name different 

genres books for students.”

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


