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6A

On your classroom computer, go to www.harcourtschool.com/activity/book_buddy/
rosie/skill_pre.html. Follow the directions on the main idea site. 

    On the “Main Idea” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Other main idea online activities are:

www.fcatexplorer.com/parent/4gr/en/tipslister/question_tip_space.asp?src=tip105a.
swf&skill=Main%20Idea

www.english-zone.com/reading/elefants.html
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Activity Five

On your classroom computer, go to www.quia.com/pages/sequencingfun.html. 
Choose at least one of the sequencing activities listed and click on it. Arrange the 

steps in the order that they happened.

    On the “Sequencing” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Choose and complete at least three other sequencing activities on this site:

www.quia.com/pages/sequencingfun.html
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Activity Four

On your classroom computer, go to www.brainpopjr.com/reading/comprehension/
makeinferences/.  Click on “Play Movie” to learn more about inferences. When the 

movie ends, click on “Hard Quiz” or “Easy Quiz” and complete the activity.

    On the “Inferences” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Other “inference” online activities are:
www.quia.com/pop/43335.html
www.quia.com/ba/41785.html
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Activity Three

On your classroom computer, go to http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/factsopinions/ 
entitled, “Binky’s Facts and Opinions”. Click on the “play” arrow to begin. Record 

below the number of questions you answer correctly.

    On the “Fact and Opinions” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Other great “fact and opinion” online activities are:

www.teachingandlearningresources.co.uk/factoropinion.shtml 
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Activity Two
On your classroom computer, go to www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/m/

drawconclusionsl.cfm. There you will find a lesson about drawing conclusions titled, 
“What Happens Next?” Scroll down the page and read all the information printed in 

red. Then answer the questions. Finally, click where it says, “Click here to practice”. By 
completing these activities you’ll get a great review about drawing conclusions.

    On the “Drawing Conclusions” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Some other good drawing conclusions sites are:

www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/h/inferences.cfm
www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/h/inferencesp.cfm 

www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/e/drawconclusionsp.cfm
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Activity One

On your classroom computer, go to www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/
samoset/ccdirect.htm. There you will find a practice activity about context clues. 

Click on one of the words at the bottom of the page to begin the activity. Remember 
that context clues are words or phrases that can help you understand the meaning 

of a new or unfamiliar word.  After you complete the activity, record the percentage 
you got correct in the space below:

       On the “Context Clues” activity online, I got _________% 
of the answers correct! Yea! Me!

Some other good context clues sites are:
www.toonuniversity.com/flash.asp?err=191

www.tv411.org/lessons/cfm/vocabulary.cfm?str=vocabulary&num=11&act=3&que=1

 • Go to our website: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus 
 • Enter item CC1116
 • Enter pass code CC1116D for Activity Pages.
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OBJECTIVE: 

After a session of review about the elements of a story, the students will be able to:

• design a theme park that represents their favorite story elements.

MATERIALS: 

Pencils, paper, markers, crayons.

PROCEDURE:

1. Divide students into groups of four.

2. Ask the group to choose their favorite type of book (i.e. fairy tales, mysteries, 
historical fiction, etc.)

3. Now, ask the group members to choose two favorite books from the genre they 
selected.

4. List the titles and authors of the favorite books.

5. Describe the characters, settings, and details of the stories that were chosen. 

6. Develop a theme park based on the story elements from the stories chosen.

7. Share the Theme Park with classmates.
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Activity Five

OBJECTIVES: 

After completing this activity, the students will: 

• become familiar with the meaning and use of the literary elements: characters, 
setting, theme, and plot;

• use their knowledge of these literary elements to cooperatively write a short story 
and present it to the class.

MATERIALS: 

Pencils, writing paper, markers, crayons, poster board.

PROCEDURE:

1. The teacher will divide the class into groups of four students each.

2. Each member of each group will receive a blank index card.

3. In each group, one student will be responsible for coming up with the characters 
in the story. The second person will invent the setting. The third person will create 
the theme. The fourth person will come up with the basic plot.

4. As a group, students come together and write a story. After you have decided on 
the four basic parts of story elements, you will each write one paragraph. Then, 
continue and write as many paragraphs as the timer allows.

5. When time is up, each group will share their story with all the members of the 
group. 

6. The members then design a large poster illustrating the story elements.

7. At a designated time, each group shares its story with the class.
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Activity Four

OBJECTIVES: 

After completing the “Story Element Starter” at http://mrsbrowersclass.googlepages.
com/projects, students will be able to:

• identify all the literary elements in a book of their choosing;

• complete and print a Power Point project about the literary elements in their 
books;

• present their completed projects to their class members.

PROCEDURE:

1. Choose one fiction book that you have read this year. This book will be the topic 
of your Power Point presentation.

2. On your classroom computer, go to http://mrsbrowersclass.googlepages.com/
projects. There you will find an example of a Power Point presentation.

3. Before you get started, please save your project. First click “Save As” and add 
your name to the file name.

4. Highlight the “Title of Book” and replace it with your book’s title. (Don’t forget to 
capitalize the first, last, and all important words in-between!)

5. Next highlight “Author’s Name” and replace it with your author’s name.

6. Now, add your name to the 
“Created by” section.

7. Finally, replace the picture with 
either a picture of your book 
cover or something appropriate. 
You may also change the 
background design.

8. Add any other pictures or 
captions that you’d like to your 
project.

9. Print your Power Point Story 
Elements Starter and assemble it.

10. Share your project with your 
class.
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Activity Three

OBJECTIVES:  Students will investigate the overall theme of primary alphabet books 
by observing the illustrations the authors used to symbolize the sounds made by each 
letter of the alphabet. After completing this task, learners will write ABC books of their 
own centered around themes of their own choosing.

MATERIALS: Primary alphabet books from the school library, paper, pencil, crayons, 
markers, scissors, and other creative supplies.

PROCEDURE:
1. Students will read several primary ABC books, paying special attention to the 

theme used in the illustrations of each book.

2. After reading the ABC books, each student will decide on a theme for his or her 
own ABC book, such as animals (each letter will stand for an animal’s name) or 
flowers or plants.

3. Each student will then construct his or her own ABC book and share it with the 
class.

The following definitions will be reviewed and used during the construction of 
the books:

THEME: is the main idea or underlying meaning of a literary work. A theme may be 
stated or implied. Theme differs from the subject or topic of a literary work in that it 
involves a statement or opinion about the topic. Not every literary work has a theme. 
Themes may be major or minor. A major theme is an idea the author returns to time 
and again. It becomes one of the most important ideas in the story. Minor themes are 
ideas that may appear from time to time.

It is important to recognize the difference between the theme of a literary work and 
the subject of a literary work. The subject is the topic on which an author has chosen 
to write. The theme, however, makes some statement about or expresses some 
opinion on that topic. 

SYMBOLISM:  A person, place, or object that has a meaning in itself, but suggests 
other meanings as well is a symbol. Things, characters and actions can be symbols. 
Anything that suggests a meaning beyond the obvious can be a symbol.

Some symbols are conventional, generally meaning the same thing to all readers. For 
example: bright sunshine symbolizes goodness, and water is a symbolic cleanser. 

SYMBOLISM AND THEME
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Activity Two

OBJECTIVES: 

After completing this interactive story activity, students will be able to: 

• identify literary elements and plot components of a familiar folk tale; 

• describe the different literary elements of a story, including characters, setting, 
and sequence of events;

• define literary plot components, including exposition, conflict, climax, and 
resolution.

MATERIALS: 

Computer, paper, and pencil.

PROCEDURE:

1. On your classroom computer, go to http://www.learner.org/interactives/story. 
There you will find an interactive version of the story, “Cinderella.” Follow the 
directions on the web page and listen to the entire story. 

2. Complete the activities within the story about elements of a story.

3. When you have completed the interactive story, take the “Test Your Skills” section 
of the activity.

4. When you have finished with the “Test Your Skills,” print out a record of your 
answers and share it with your teacher.

5. Now use what you have learned about elements of a story to write and illustrate 
your own version of “Cinderella,” which takes place in a different setting than the 
version presented in the interactive. How would the story change if Cinderella’s 
glass slippers were cowboy boots? Or running shoes? Or flip-flops?

6. Finally, ask your teacher to set up a time for you to present your version of 
“Cinderella” to the class.

ELEMENTS OF A STORY
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Activity One

OBJECTIVES: To create a visual representation of a character; to analyze a character.

MATERIALS: large sheets of butcher paper 5’ or 6’ long • construction paper • rulers • scissors
• markers and crayons • glue sticks 

REVIEW: Five ways an author creates a character are: 

1. what the character says 
2. what the character does 
3. what the character thinks 
4. how the character looks 
5. what other characters say about the character

PROCEDURE:
1. Divide the class into groups with four members each.
2. Each group selects a character in a book or story that was recently read and discussed in 

class.
3. Number group members 1 to 4 and tell them to assume the following group roles:

• Character’s Voice: Look for examples of the character’s speech that reveal important 
information about him or her. Record at least two direct quotes. Beneath each quote, 
record what you think the character’s words say about him or her.

• Character’s Deeds: Search for passages that show something the character does. Write 
at least two examples of the character’s actions. Use direct quotes, or state what the 
character does in your own words. Beneath each statement, record what you think the 
character’s actions reveal about him or her.

• Character’s Looks: Find passages that describe the character’s appearance. If you 
cannot find a direct quote, write what you think the character looks like and why you 
picture the character this way. Include information about the character’s hair color, eye 
color, age, height, and distinguishing features. Draw a sketch of the character.

• Character’s Thoughts and Feelings: Find descriptions of the character’s thoughts and 
feelings. Record at least two passages that show what’s inside the character’s mind and 
heart. Beneath each quote, record what you learn about the character by examining his 
or her thoughts or feelings.

4. Each group member records his or her findings on a piece of scrap paper.
5. A volunteer lies down in the middle of the butcher paper to be traced. After the tracing is 

completed, group members outline the shape in black marker and erase any pencil marks.
6. Students add clothes and facial features to the “body” to portray the character studied.
7. Each group member adds information about the character’s voice, deeds, looks, and/or 

thoughts and feelings. 
8. Each group takes turns presenting their life-size character study to the class.

CHARACTERIZATION
 • Go to our website: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus 
 • Enter item CC1117
 • Enter pass code CC1117D for Activity Pages. 
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On your classroom or home computer, go to http://math-and-reading-help-for-kids.
org/kids_games/index.html. There you will find a list of games that are designed to 
help you with your problem solving, logic, and memory skills. Choose at least two 
games and play them. Then, write at least a paragraph about each game. In each 
paragraph give the name of the game you chose, the skills you used in playing the 
game, and how well you like the game. Share these paragraphs with a classmate or 
with your teacher. This is an excellent way to exercise your “critical thinking” muscles.

Games for Critical Thinking  

Name: ______________________________________________

1. Games that I chose to play:

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Skills involved in playing each game:

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. How well I like the game:

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Five

Vocabulary Words: 

Line, Negative Space, 

Overlap, Abstract 

Materials: 

12x18” white paper, 

sharpie, markers, 

scissors, black paper 

Directions:

1. Trace your hand 6 

- 8 times on a sheet 

of 12x18” white paper. 

2. Using a marker, draw patterns, symbols, shapes, etc. that reflect your personality. 

3. Problem solving is part of this project so you should decide how to incorporate 

the overlapping fingers. Color the negative space in between the fingers black, 

and anywhere it will be difficult to get to with scissors. 

4. Cut out around the outside of the hands and glue on black paper. 

5. Study the overall effect of your project and come up with a great title!

PERSONALITY HANDS PROJECTNAME: 
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Activity Four

Try solving the following brain teasers. Solutions are written upside down at the 
bottom of the page. 

1. What do you have to give before you can keep it?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. What can you break without touching it?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is so fragile that sound can destroy it?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

4. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What are they?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

5. What goes up but never comes down?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

6. What’s always coming but yet never arrives?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

7. What do you throw out when you want to use it, but take in when you don’t want 
to use it?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

8. What grows down while it grows up?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

9. When I was born I was big but the older I get the smaller I am. What am I?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

10. I live where light is but die if light touches me. What am I?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Solution: 1. Your word   2. A promise   3. Silence   4. Footsteps   5. Your age
6. Tomorrow   7. An anchor   8. A goose   9. A candle   10. A shadow

BRAIN TEASERSNAME: 
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Activity Three

Anagrams: an anagram is the result of rearranging the letters of a word or phrase to 
produce other words, using all the original letters exactly once.

Can you work out the items of food or drink from the following anagrams? Word 
lengths are shown in parentheses. Solutions are written upside down at the bottom 
of the page.

  FOOD AND DRINK

1. AWFUL RECOIL (11)  ____________________________________________

2. IN REAL EGG (6, 3)   ____________________________________________

3. A MOTTO (6)   ____________________________________________

4. RICH EAT OK (9)  ____________________________________________

5. CHANGE MAP (9)  ____________________________________________

6. A SUGAR SAP (9)  ____________________________________________

7. RE A JUG ON ICE (6, 5)  ____________________________________________

8. EAT (3)  ____________________________________________

9. COOL CHEAT (9)  ____________________________________________

10. PUB TUNE TREAT (6, 6)  ____________________________________________

11. PAST EIGHT (9)  ____________________________________________

12. CHEAP (5)  ____________________________________________

13. A TROPIC (7)  ____________________________________________

Solution: 1. cauliflower    2. ginger ale    3. tomato    4. artichoke    5. champagne    
6. asparagus     7. orange juice    8. tea    9. chocolate    10. peanut butter    
11. spaghetti    12. peach    13. apricot

PUZZLE CHOICE
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Activity Two

Introduction 

The following are logical problems, or “brain-teasers,” which contain the information needed 
for their solutions, but present it in indirect but relational ways. Consider the following relational 
statements: 

• The red book belongs to Ludmilla’s brother. 
• Ivan is Ludmilla’s brother. 
• Ludmilla has only one brother.

From this, of course, we can conclude that the red book belongs to Ivan, but it takes three bits 
of information to link “red book” and “Ivan.” Each statement establishes relationships by creating 
or limiting a category. “The red book belongs to Ludmilla’s brother,” for instance, shows that 
the owner of the book falls into the category of “brothers of Ludmilla.” The second statement 
gives us one member of that category, and the third statement limits the category to that one 
member. This example is simple enough that you probably were not conscious of the categorical 
thinking you employed in solving it, but the greater complexity of the following problems makes it 
important to attack them step-by-step, category-by-category.

Try solving the problems below using relational statements.

A. The Flower Show 
Jasmine, Rose, and Lily each had an entry in the county fair’s flower competition. Coincidentally, 
the flowers they entered were a jasmine, a rose, and a lily, but not in that order — in fact, none of 
the three competitors entered their namesake flower. If, in addition, you know that Jasmine did 
not enter a rose, can you figure out which flower each woman entered?

B. The Dorms
Three women — named Dana, Alex, and Jean, all Business majors — signed up for a critical 
thinking class at San Jose State at the same time as three men — also named Dana, Alex, and 
Jean. The three men are majoring in English, Engineering, and Nursing, though not necessarily in 
that order. Given the following information, can you assign the correct name to each of those 
majors? 

1. Jean lives in San Francisco with her mother. 
2. The Engineering major lives on the peninsula, exactly halfway between San Jose and San 

Francisco. 
3. Alex is joined in studying at San Jose State by both of her brothers. 
4. The woman who lives nearest the Engineering major has three times as many brothers as he 

does. 
5. The women with the same name as the Engineering major lives in San Jose. 
6. Dana says he is smarter than the English major.

CATEGORICAL FUN
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Activity One
The following problem-solving activities will help you develop two important 
elements of critical thinking in mathematics: recognizing patterns and logical 
reasoning.

Place Value - Mystery Numbers 

1. This mystery number has 4 digits. Every digit is an odd number. None of the digits is a 9. Every 
digit in the number is different. The smallest digit is in the thousands place. The greatest digit 
is in the ones place. The preceding describes two possible numbers. The mystery number is 
the greater of those two numbers. What is the mystery number?

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. This mystery number has 5 digits. There is a 4 in the ten thousands place. None of the other 
digits is a 4. What is the smallest number that this mystery number can be? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. This mystery number has 6 digits. If you add one to this number it will be a 7 digit number. 
What is the mystery number? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

4. This mystery number is one half of a billion. How many zeros are in this number? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

 • Go to our website: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus 
 • Enter item CC1118
 • Enter pass code CC1118D for Activity Pages. 
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...................Before You Read

Main Idea 
1. Complete each sentence with the correct term.

reading comprehension       main idea       purpose for reading      
reading comprehension skills     

a) The reason you read a text is the __________________  _______  _________________.

b) The _________  _________ refers to what is most important in a paragraph or story.

c) The ability to read and understand the meaning of a text is called __________________

     __________________________.

d) Choosing the main idea, sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and 
using context clues are all __________________   ________________________  __________.

2. Read each paragraph and put an X in front of the main idea of each one.

i) Chris loves to watch movies. When he is alone, he watches adventure movies 
because he likes the action in them. His favorite adventure movie of all time is “Star 
Wars”. Sometimes, his younger sister goes to the movie theater with him. When she is 
along, Chris likes to watch comedies because they make her laugh. 

a) Chris does not like scary movies.

b) Chris really enjoys watching 
movies.

c) Chris doesn’t want his sister to 
tag along with him.

d) Chris only likes adventure movies

ii) Abraham Lincoln only went to school for about eighteen months during his 
childhood. But young Abe loved to learn new things. He walked several miles to 
borrow books from a friend. Then he taught himself to read them by the light of the 
fire at night. He studied how things were made. He memorized poetry and recited it 
to his family. Learning was fun for Abraham.

a) Abraham Lincoln easily 
remembered things.

b) Abe liked to walk for miles and 
miles.

c) Abraham Lincoln wanted to 
learn as much as he could.

d) Abe wasn’t a very good reader.

Master Reading – Big Book  CC1119
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1. Dolphins are amazing animals. They are mammals, not fish. They are warm-blooded 
like humans. They also give birth to live babies like humans do. They like to be 
together. They swim in large groups called pods. Dolphins also feed and protect 
their young like humans. In dolphins, we can see many of our own traits. 

The main idea of this story is:

A Dolphins live in the ocean
B All people like to study dolphins.
C Dolphins have many human characteristics.

Main Idea
Read the paragraphs and answer the questions by placing a check mark  (4)  beside 
each correct choice.

...................After You Read

2. If you asked her, J.K. Rowling might say that trains are her lucky charms. Her parents 
met for the first time on a train. Also, she remembers taking many fun train trips 
during her childhood.  Perhaps, the most important reason the famous author 
considers trains to be good luck is easy to see. She planned the plots of the seven 
Harry Potter books while she was riding a train to London, England.  

The main idea of this story is:

A J.K. Rowling believes that trains are her good luck symbol.
B Writing the Harry Potter books was very hard work.
C J. K Rowling had a very happy childhood.    

3. The United States is filled with amazing places to visit. The Grand Canyon National 
Park has beautiful views, hot springs, and wildlife. Hawaii, our 50th state has an 
active volcano, thick, green forests, and the blue Pacific Ocean. Niagara Falls in 
New York is the second largest falls in the world. It carries millions of gallons of water 
from the Niagara River over the edge of the falls each day. There are thousands of 
other wonderful places to visit in the United States. 

The main idea of this story is:

A Niagara Falls is very large.
B The United States is made up of many beautiful and exciting places.
C Hawaii is our 50th state.

10
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...................Reading Passage
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Main Idea 

There are many skills you can use to improve your reading comprehension (the ability 
to read and understand the meaning of a text). One of these skills is finding the main 
idea. The main idea of a reading selection is its most important part. The main idea is also 
what the author wants you to understand or remember about the selection. Other reading 
comprehension skills include: sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and using 
context clues.

Sometimes the main idea is plainly stated in one or more sentences in the selection. At 
other times, you will have put all the details about the topic together and decide what the 
author wants you to understand about the text. Details are pieces of information that tell 
about the main idea. Details explain the main idea, telling who, what, when, where, why, or 
how. Details can describe a person, place, or thing. Details can tell the order in which events 
happen. And details can explain how to do something. There are several ways to find the 
main idea of a reading selection.

Knowing how to find the main idea of a written text or a speech or story will be very 
helpful to you in the future. All reading tests will ask you questions about finding the main 
ideas of stories or reports. And listening for the main idea of a speaker’s presentation will help 
you remember its most important idea and the supporting details. 

The Reading Watch Dog says,
“Keys to Finding the Main Idea”

1. The first step in finding the main idea of a text is to 
read the title.  Titles very often include important 
words that will give you clues to the main idea.

2. Sometimes the main idea is stated in the first or 
last sentence of a paragraph.

3. If the main idea is not clearly stated, pay special attention to the details. By 
reading them, you should be able to decide what the author thinks is most 
important about the text.

4. Look for a word or words that are repeated several times. They are clues to the 
main idea of the text.

5. Pay attention to pictures, captions under the pictures, words in dark print, or words 
and phrases in italics.
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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas

MAIN IDEA

1. Read the following selection. Then pick out the main idea and supporting 
details. Use them to complete the graphic organizer below.

Florida manatees are the elephant’s cousins. But there are some huge differences 
between them. Like the elephant, manatees are mammals. They live in the water 
near the coast of Florida, not on land like elephants. They do have grayish skin like 
an elephant. Their front flippers help them steer in the water. Their tails are big and 
strong instead of small and weak like the elephant’s. Unlike the very large ears of 
an elephant, the manatee has no outer ears at all! Elephants and manatees may 
be cousins, but they are not very much alike.

 Main Idea Chart

Supporting Detail Supporting Detail Supporting Detail
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(Setting – A Childhood Place or Event) Think of an important place or event from your 
childhood. On another sheet of paper, write a fictionalized children’s story about a child who 

goes to this place or this event for someone about the same age that you were when the place 
or event occured. Because you’re writing a fictionalized record of the place or event, your 

details don’t have to conform to actual truth. You can weave two or three (or more) memories 
about the place together in one story. You can make up things about the place that you’re not 

sure of or that you wish had occurred. Your story should show how you thought and felt about the 
place or event as a child. Your reader has never been to the place you are describing, so you will 
need to use specific, concrete details which make the place vivid and your perspectives clear.

3

4

(Plot) Remember that the plot of a story refers to what happens and how it happens in a 
narrative. Sometimes, a photo can make you wonder what happened and how it happened. 

Look at the photo below and then write a short story about the characters pictured in it.

Jessica Wanstall, an 11-year-old girl standing 4’10,” caught a record-size catfish. 
Photo: BNPS Pictures http://www.parentdish.com/category/weird-but-true
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Comprehension Quiz 35

SUBTOTAL:       /20

Put a “T” in front of each true statement and put an “F” in front of each false statement.

1. Critical thinking is what happens when you judge, decide, or solve a 
problem.

2. Values are not important to a good critical thinker.

3. Learning to think for yourself is important to being successful in life.

4. Most critical thinkers do not like to explore new ideas.

5. Reason is logical thinking.

6. Critical thinkers are dependent thinkers.

7. A good independent critical thinker is also a good listener.

8. Honesty is not very important to good critical thinkers. 

9. An independent thinker knows it’s better to make mistakes than to 
accept someone else’s opinions about everything in life.

10. Organized means “orderly and effective.” 10

Write the answers to the following questions.

11. What is an inference?

12. What is the difference between a fact and an opinion? Give an example of a fact 
and an example of an opinion.

13. What does the following statement mean? “A good critical thinker anticipates 
consequences.”

14. What are three organization tips that good critical thinkers can use?

1

4

2

3
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Crossword

1. A person in a story.

5. Point of ___________.

6. The time and location of a story.

9. Plan of action for a story.

10. ______________ action.

12. The first stage of plot development.

13. ______________ organizer.

14. ______________ fables.

Across
2. Rising ______________.

3. Literary _____________.

4. The “high point” of a story.

7. ______________ irony.

8. Refers back to an event that has 
already happened.

11. An expression in which the meaning of 
the words are the opposite of their usual 
meaning.

Down

1 2 3

4

5

6 7

8

9 10 11

12

13 14

Word List
action
Aesops
character
climax

elements
falling
flashback
graphic
introduction

irony
plot
setting
situation
view
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1.

Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.

1.

2.

a) O 

b) F 

c) F

d) O

e) O  

f) O

g) O

h) O

i) F

j) O

a) True

b) False

c) False

d) False

e) True

1.

2.

Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.

Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.

1.

a) 3 

b) 1

c) 4

d) 2

2.

A

B

C

D

E

F

4

2

6

3

1

5

1.

a) True  

b) False 

c) False 

d) True

2.

a) Problems are 
“states of difficulty 

that need to be 
settled or questions 

that need to be 
answered.” Problem 

solving is finding 
the answers to the 

problems.

b) Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.

c) The man.

d) Mt. Everest — it 
just had not been 

discovered yet.

e) Jimmy, of course!

1.

2.

Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.

Answers may 
vary. Accept 

any reasonable 
response.
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Keys to Asking Questions (Part Two)

a) “Drawing a Conclusion Using Logic.” 

b) “Getting the Facts.”

c) “Evaluating a Conclusion.”

d) “Evaluating the Facts.”

1. Match the meaning on the right with its term on the left.

a method that investigates arguments.

how facts are related to a question.

judge the facts and to decide which 
ones are important.

a statement that sums up all of the 
information collected in order to make a 
point or a decision.

unacceptable.

how important the facts are to the 
question.

1

2

3

4

5

6

2. Number the steps in the Critical Questioning Process from 1 to 4 in the correct
 order.

conclusion

relevance

significance

evaluate

logic

invalid

A

B

C

D

E

F

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


