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Many times you will have a choice about your writing fopic. Deciding what to write
about can be a very difficult job. But there are some activities that you can do to make

STUDENT HANDOUTS 1. Fillin each blank with the correct term. the choice easier. These activities are called prewriting. Prewriting is the first stage

How to Write a Paragraph . " . : o
@ o Reading Comprehension identifying your audience prewriting graphic organ| of the writing process. In prewriting, you get ready to write by talking, thinking, and
What is a paragraph? ................ 9 clustering brainstorming choosing a focus fq reading about possible writing fopics.

Forms and Purposes of Paragraphs... general to specific free-writing

Prewriting Your Paragraph One very good way of prewriting is brainstorming. Brainstorming is a method of
Using Graphic Organizers for Prewriting.............ccccccccoeurivininiociocionns 18 a) The first stage in the writing process is coming up with ideas by writing down all of your thoughts about a subject in a set
Prewriting Practice. period of time. Suppose you are in a science class and your teacher asks you to write a

Drafting Your Paragraph paragraph related to science. Obviously, you cannot write about the entire subject of

Usir}g Graphic Organizers for DYAfting..............ccccccocoiiiiininioionioieenen. 27 about a subject in a set period of time is called science since it covers so many areas and fopics. One way fo solve a problem like this
Drafting Practice .......................... . 30

b) One way of coming up with ideas for writing by writing dow

one is to brainstorm from general to specific. "Science” is a very general ferm. Begin

Revising Your Paragraph............ .33 ¢) Another method of prewriting is to think about a broad topi ) ) ) ) ) i
Things to Watch for When You Revise ... 36 down info all ifs supporting fopics or thinking from with that and then list all the topics you can think of that are related to science in some
Proofreading Your Paragraph.................cccocccoevvoeivoirenireninenieieseeseeseas 39 way. Your brainstorming might look like this:
Proofreading Practice ... 42 d) Diagrams which help you organize your prewriting ideas on SCIENCE - biology - mammals - bears - grizzly bears - diet
© Writing Tasks ... 45 ) ) » i )
. Crossword AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 48 Do you see how the list went from very Qener(]' to the SDeCIﬁC TOpIC of “ngZZIV bear’s
o Word Search 49 e) The three main methods of brainstorming are ] diet”? Now, on another sheet of paper, you fry the same process of general to specific
o Comprehension QUIZ ...... ..o 50 and . with “school” as the general topic.
How to Write a Book Report . N
¢ Reading Comprehension f) Stopping and asking yourself who will be reading your pard Graphic Organizers
What is a BOOR REPOTE? ..o 52 ‘ You can also use graphic organizers fo help you brainstorm ideas for writing.
Kinds OfBOOk ReEPOTLS ..o 55 Graphic organizers are diagrams or drawings which help you organize your ideas
Before You Write Your Book Report ..............cccccoviiiiiiciiiiiiciiciiiiciccecc 58 g) means that you choose one m

on paper. One of the most common graphic organizers to use for brainstorming is
write about. listing. Listing means that you write down every word you can think of that is related

Using Graphic Organizers for Prewriting.
How to Write a Fiction Book Report......
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Graphic Organizers for Fiction Book Reports . & 0 a particular topic in a given amount of time. The other main ways to brainstorm are
Non Fiction Book Reports................cccoocooiiiiiii ] 3 using cluster maps and free-writing. We will discuss both of these methods and other
Graphic Organizers for Non Fiction Book Reports ............... YY) : I 3| . graphic organizers in later lessons.
Oral Book Reports 3 The Writing Watch Dog says, ) o o . "
) . ° i i : y . ’ Another area of brainstorming is deciding your focus or what you will be writing
Graphic Organizers for Oral Book Reports ........................| . 3 Prewriting is the first step in th ) ) " ) ) " =
Proofreading Practice..............ccccccoooovvoeioniiciicciiccn u Sih g' G Y o Good prewriting equals a greal about. Finally, in prewriting you must decide who will read or hear your writing. This is
Review £0 REMEMDBET ...........coovovievioeieconeeiieseveneveenee bl choosing your audience.
© Writing Tasks ..o Matching: Dray b
e Crossword . of how it is use : 1
© WOTd Search .............ccccoioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiiieee S W'S CHART S - DNV A~~~ AAA ©CLASSRO0MCOMPLETE@PRESS Master Writing - Big Book CC1103
What happened © CLASSROOM COMPLETEQPRESS
Who was there?
VFiTyinCJ Task +d Why did it happe|
0000000000000 000000 When did it happ®r™ ThougHTs for wiing -~ ~
Wh idith ? ‘ : ; — —
An Important Person ere did it happen Word List ! 2
Think about people you know or have met. Choose ONE person w VENN DIAGRAM El:))é‘;rophy ngciglszer - ‘ s | ’ | ’ |
in your life. Write about that person AND describe his or her p 2. Atype of graphic organizer that b Z | sottin ‘4 | ‘ | 5 ‘ | 6
lefs the wrifer think about and list oK repor g — — —
( the "Who, When, Where, What, and characters fheme | -
Why” of a story or event. fantasy title ’ el ] |
genres visual ‘q | ‘ | ‘ | |
informative —
infroduction I I |
mystery |‘° ‘ | | "
SENSORY CHART 3. Agraphic organizer that shows the - ~ 12 | ]
Subject: relationship befween fwo events | 13 ‘ | ‘ | | BB B
Sight: when one of the events is the reason
Sound: the other occurred. _— [ -
Smell:
Touch: N il
Taste:
aste Across L
C¢AUSE AND EFFECT CHART LA grophilc Qrgonizerlshowing IThe key 3. Atrue sITOIry Oboq‘r a rgol
events within a particular period of person’s life that is written by
Cause Effect fime. another person
4. The time and place of a story Down
or book
T. 8 _ Aidsareoften 1. The middle section of a book
VFLH% ngk w4 used in oral book reports report

0000000000000 0COCOCOTS 9. The first section of a book . Who the book or story is about
. A chart that organizes the details report . One type of nonfiction book
of the sights, tasfes, smells, fouches, 10, The main idea of a story or . Actual words spoken by a
Imagine yourself in the year 2030, when suddenly all of the world’ Y S S Y Y | and sounds in a story or event. book character in a book or story
You decide to publish a daily newspaper, and make ten copies b 12. Graphic . An essay which gives a brief

describe a day in the life of someone in this new non-te e 13. Astory about a crime, or an summary of a book
© cLass{ — i . Astory about imaginary

(" bf a book characters or places

AFteF 30” R)eg(l NAME:

Comprehension Quiz

1. In complete sentences, describe how a paragraph and an essay are

Science Fiction TIMELINE

Transition or Linking Words

929905 S°GeD SO0

Some linking words tell you the order of things. You know that the colors of a traffic light
are green, yellow, and red. Green means "go” - there is more to come. Yellow means
“caution, or slow down", Red means “stop” or "this Is the end”, There are many other
words that mean, "go”, "slow down” or "stop”. Review them on the Traffic Light Words
List below. Remember that these words are linking or transition words.

Traffic Light Words

@ 4
Green Light Words Yellow Light Words Red Light Words

sentences, describe the parts of an essay.

fteps in the writing process.

R R T

brd True if the statement is frue. (Circle) the word False if it's fg

h is a collection of senfences about the same topic.
False

g is part of the drafting step in writing.
False

suggested fopics for essays.

Bun dle False in the beginning next finally
hart is a graphic organizer that lists all the steps in a process in the ord firstly then last

Grad 5 8 False prior in the meantime in conclusion
L]
es > essay is one that describes something. immediately during InERetent

first second ninth

False
& today meanwhile after
S8 AL chart lists the details of the sights, tastes, smells, touches, and sounds

False

M a s t E r wr it i n g of an informative essay is to show, tell, or review. subsequently

False
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0000000004
My name:
Title of my book:
Author:

Character Report {

Complete a report card to fell how the character behd
Use facts from the story.

Character Report Card|

Character’s E

picture: G
S
NI

Character name:

Grade:

Teacher’s name:

Behavior Grade Co

Positive attitude

Acted safely & carefully
Helpful fo others

Pays aftention

A character beh

Write down how the main character behaved at the beginning of this story.

Why do you think the character behaved this way?

Write down how the main character behaved in the middle of this story.

Why do you think the character behaved this way?

Write down how the main character behaved at the end of this story.

Why do you think the character behaved this way?

ndlyging 9

@ /fTer You Read
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M Ter You Reac
0000000000000 Myndme:
hﬂy name: Title Ofrny book
Title of my book: Author:
Author: .
AAAAAAAAAAA > The Main Idea
4 *
___________ 5 Story Tltles The main idea is what the story is about. What is the main idea of your story?
........... 7 A good title will give you some clues about the character an
8 going to be.
9 ' . What happened in this story? Complete the chart by describing the main
"""""" Write the title of your story here events in the order that they happened.
........... 10
i 2
What does the title tell you about the story? 1. First 2 Then 3 Next
........... 11
17 Was this a good title for this story? Why? Why not?
........... 23
>>>>>>>>> 29 0000000000000 0000000COCOCOCOCOOIOINOIOIONOINOINONOITOCT
___________ 35 Draw and eolor 4. After that, S. And then, 6. Finally
a picture to .
----------- 4 show what the 3
47 fitle of this story ¢
51 tells you. .
52 .
E What is the most important event in this story?
E Why did you pick this event?
tecececcecsesceeceseesesescseses Unglepg_[;gn(lmj !
© CLASSROOM COMPLETE@PRESS Reading Response Forms CC1107
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Story Quil

Think about your favorite scenes in your book.

How could you use them to create a story quilt?
Draw and color a scene in each quilt block.

3 Title: ¥ Author: b
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3.
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6.
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Completes tasks

Shows responsibility

Comments:

Signature:

MY NAME:
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Comprehension Quiz
ions by ’rhe correct letter.

Readmg Response -
Forms -34
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Choose the meaning used in the story.
a) well-known b) careful c¢) careless d) lucky
a) belonging to a giant b) finy ¢)soapy d) huge
a) asofa b)acloset ¢) afeast d) akind of jacket

R N R R R Y R Ry XX R R Y

ce is frue?

d in the new home. ¢) The mouse family held their b

home was in a cabin. d) The human was the farmer’s

seis a)agood father b)rich ¢)afraid d) careless

0800000 000 0.0 0000000000 00000000000000000000000
or this story is;
e Family
e Cat

c) Winter

d) Finding a New Home

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080

f year do you think this is?

b) spring <) winter d) autumn
ouse ask so many questions?

urious about the new home.

c) She likes to ask queq

to stay in her old home. d) She was worried about

\ E@PRESS

Reading Response

My Character

The main character
ACTED

The main character
LOOKED

The main character
FELT

Reading Response Forms CC1107
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M Ter You Reac

My name:

Title of my book:
Author:

Describe a Setting

Authors describe many unusual and exciting settings in their stories.
Choose one setting or place from your story that you really liked.
Think about where it was, what it looked like, words to describe it and Wy

Complete the chart using your ideas and words.

It looks like this:

* Comprehension Quiz

GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

v/ 6 BONUS Activity Pages! Additional worksheets for your students

* Go to our wehsite: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus
* Enter ilem CC1108 or Reading Response Forms
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Would you ever be able to visit this place? Why?

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE !PRESS

MTer You

The ending or final

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE@PRESS

0000000004 up. We like fo feel t

My name:
Title of my book:
Author:

Think about the way your story ended.

Did you feel the story was complete?
Did the author “wrap up” all the details?

Did the story end the way you thought it would? Tell why or why not.

hat the story is complete.

Read and Reviey

Complete the information on your book and rate each section.

Put a check mark under the number.

ow 1 2 3 4 5 HIGH

Write your own ending to this story.
Remember to leave the reader feeling like your story is complete.

Title: Did it catch your interest? Is it suited to the story?|

lllustrations: Do they portray events in the story?

Do they add extra details?

Is the setting clear to the reader?
Is this the best setting for this plot?

Setting:

Characters: Are the characters believable?

Do the characters act the way they should?

Plot: Is the story line interesting and easy to follow?

Does the story hold your interest and make you
want to read to the end?

Are there surprise events that you didn’t expect?

Ending: Did this story end the way you thought it would?

d

Analysing

MTer You Read @

mmmmm " posTcARD [z I

My name;

Title of my book:

Author:

Postcard from a Character

Pretend you have received a postcard from the main character in your story.

He/she tells you about what has happened to them but they don’t tell you how the story
ends.

Think about what the character might tell you.
Write your ideas on the lines on the left side of the card.

Address the postcard to yourself. Write on the right side of the card.

Design a stamp for the postcard.

Yours truly,

Un&ep@ﬁammj : 5

Reading Response Forms CC1108
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Title of my book:
Author:

Character Wanted Poster

Select a character from your story for your poster.

Draw and color a picture of your “wanted” character.

Complete the information under the picture.

VANTE

Name of character:

Height: Weight:

Eye color: Hair color:

Special marks: (scars, tattoo)

Last seen:

Wanted for:

Do you think this is the best ending for this story? © cLASSH

Are all the loose ends tied up?

| chose this book because

| would/would not read another book by this author because

MY NAME:

M Ascesemerlh

Comprehension Quiz
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s by The correct letter.

Choose the meaning used in the story.
a) well-known b) mysterious c) full of life d) invisible
a) unable to fly b) cannot be moved c) huge d)unwell

a) started b) ended c)loaded d) exploded

ee0e0ece00000000000000000000000000000 00000000
is true?

off from Miami. c) Only four Super-Sabres came out of the

was unsuitable for take-off d) The fifth jet was later found.

) an experienced pilot  ¢) afraid of flying
) unable fo tell time d) careless

9 0002000000000 0000000CCRCROIOIONOOPIOIOIOINROOIOIONROOIOIOTRTOYS
this story is:

rs of Flying c) Beware the Bermuda Triangle

d) Clouds

9000000000 0000000000000000000000000O0COCOCOCOCROCNOCIOIOIISIOS
1 ’,ink Bruce Gernon was able to escape the cloud?

g is engine and headed for the hole.  ¢) He only thought he wasin g
J L dhe engine and floated to safety. d) He was rescued by anothe
F

L N R R Y X N R R R R R RN
Pl
L]

e Ak ﬁ' k most people believe in the reports about strange events in th
: Ilc?

those kinds of stories.
lanes have accidents.

\ E@PRESS

c) There have been many reliable wit
d) Not many events have happened 1

Reading Response

1, 2, 3 and Counting!

LA E N AR
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(O TEACHER GUIDE

-

¢ Assessment Rubric ...... .5
* How Is Our Resource Organized? ..... 6 M a I n ld ea
¢ Bloom’s Taxonomy for Reading Comprehension . 7 There are many skills you can use fo improve your reading comprehension (the ability
 Vocabulary .7 1. Complete each sentence with the correct term. to read and understand the meaning of a text). One of these skills is finding the main

idea.The main idea of a reading selection is its most important part. The main idea is also
STUDENT HANDOUTS reading comprehension  mainidea  purpose fo} what the author wants you to understand or remember about the selection. Other reading
Reading Comprehension reading comprehension skills comprehension skills include: sequencing, recognizing inferences and conclusions, and using
 Reading Comprehension

context clues.

e Main Idea

Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas
Context CIUES ...........coveiiiiiiieiioieiceeee
Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Context Clue:
Drawing Conclusions ...
Using Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions.
Making Inferences............c.ccccoccevoceococionicccci.
Using Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences ...
Fact and Opinion...............ccc.cccceceeioviciicciincci,

12 a) The reason you read a text is the _| Sometimes the main idea is plainly stated in one or more sentences in the selection. At
.15 other times, you will have put all the details about the topic together and decide what the
.. 18 b) The refers fo what is most important in a p author wants you to understand about the text. Details are pieces of information that tell
.21 about the main idea. Details explain the main idea, telling who, what, when, where, why, or
. 24 ¢) The ability to read and understand the meaning of a text is calf how. Details can describe a person, place, or thing. Details can tell the order in which events
happen. And details can explain how to do something. There are several ways to find the
main idea of a reading selection.

Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Fact and Opinion. - d) Choosing the main idea, sequencing, recognizing inferences af Jfotteenetsennt s et enonesnnnns e nnte ettt
Sequencing. . : : 39 using context clues are all b The Reading Watch Dog says, b
Using Graphic Organizers for Sequencing........... 42 : K to Finding the Main Idea” %
* Writing Tasks .... 3 eys to Finding the Main Idea :
* Crossword..... .. 48 2. Read each paragraph and put an X in front of the main idea q 3 1. The first step in finding the main idea of a text is to :
: \C%rd Seﬁmh. """ ;3 i)  Chris loves to watch movies. When he is alone, he watches adve < ozl “"oj' T!Tles weny Giiten [reliee ','“PO”C’”T $
omprehension Quiz because he likes the action in them. His favorite adventure movi 3 words that will give you clues fo the main idea. :
Literary Devices . Wars”. Sometimes, his younger sister goes to the movie theater wj ° Sometimes the main idea is stated in the first or .
. Rea\dm%1 Comprehension along, Chris likes fo watch comedies because they make her lay : last sentence of a paragraph. :
Characterization 52 ° = i 0 i q
) ) ; : o 3. If the main idea is not clearly stated, pay special attention to the details. By %
Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Characterization .... ;; D a) Chris does not like scary movies. D ¢) Chris doesn’ : reading them, you should be able to decide what the author thinks is most ;
o fag along w ¢ important about the text. 3
64 || b) Chris really enjoys watching | ] & chrisonly i 3 Look for a word or words that are repeated several times. They are cluestothe
movies. b; main idea of the text. .
: Pay attention to pictures, captions under the pictures, words in dark print, or words :
Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Theme .. ii) Abraham Lincoln only went to school for about eighteen month ° and phrases in italics. .
POint of VIEW......oouiiiiiiiiiiiciccc childhood. But young Abe loved to learn new things. He walked L3 .
Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Point of View ecooe borrow books from a friend. Then he taught himself to read them P P rrr rr r r v rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrvs
Foreshadowing @.Flashback. fire gf night He sTu.died how things were made. He memorized p Knowing how to find the main idea of a written text or a speech or story will be very
~ Irony and Symbolism..... R to his family. Learning was fun for Abraham. helpful to you in the future. All reading tests will ask you questions about finding the main
 Writing Tasks u s lng Gral . ) ideas of stories or reports. And listening for the main idea of a speaker’s presentation will help
* Crossword . D a) Abraham Lincoln easily D ¢) Abrahd you remember its most important idea and the supporting details.
* Word Search ... remembered things. learn o

* Comprehension Quiz...... . 1. Read the foll]

dotails. Use 1 || 1) Abe liked to walk for miles and [ ] d) Abew
©cuassroou comrrrts Ernss ) rmiles. © cLassroom comprs S press Master Reading - Big Book CC1119

Florida mana )
between the © CLASSROOM COMPLETE@PRESS

AAAAA near the coa

VI"iT;iH an elephont.l

000000000 strong instea R e e Emaim s tae e - -
an elephant, the manatee has no outer ears at alll Elephants and manatees may Word List elements irony
. . ) ) be cousins, but they are not very much alike. action falling plot
(Setting - A Childhood Place or Event) Think of un importu Aesops flashback sefting

childhood. On unother sheet of puper, write u fictionulized childr Mainh Idea Chart character graphic situation
goes to this place or this event for someonhe ubout the sume age fi climax infroduction  view
or event occured. Becuuse youre writing u fictiondlized record
detuils don’t have to conform to uctudl truth. You cun weave two MAIN IDEA
ubout the pluce together in ohe story. You cah make up things ub)
sure of or that you wish had occurred. Your story should show how
place or event us u child. Your reuder hus hever been to the pluce
heed fo use specific, concrete detdils which make the place vivid

Down

Vf’{tih . Apersonin astory. . Rising .
0000000004 . Pointof____ | . Literary .

The time and location of a story. . The “high point” of a sfory.

(Plot) Remember that the plot of u story refers to what happe ) )
narrative. Sometimes, u photo can make you wonder what happ Supporting Detail Supporting Detail Supporting Detail . Plan of action for astory. ¢ lrony.

Look at the photo below and then write a short story about th . action. . Refers back to an event that has
: i . The first stage of plot development. already happened.

© CcLASSH An expression in which the meaning of

| organizer. | .
the word_s are the opposite of their usual
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Class Decision Chart
Comprehension Quiz
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f each true statement and put an “F” in front of each false sta .
Decision to be made:

itical thinking is what happens when you judge, decide, or sol
oblem.

blues are not important to a good critical thinker.

arning to think for yourself is important to being successful in i
ost critical thinkers do not like to explore new ideas.

bason is logical thinking.

itfical thinkers are dependent thinkers.
good independent critical thinker is also a good listener.
bnesty is not very important to good critical thinkers.

h independent thinker knows it’s better fo make mistakes than
ccept someone else’s opinions about everything in life.

rganized means “orderly and effective.”

o the following questions.

rence?

N
Pl w e = il lerence between a fact and an opinion? Give an example of
2 : u n le of an opinion.
e
Grades 5-8 following statement mean? “A good critical thinker anficipatd

Master Reading
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Final decision:
> organization tips that good critical thinkers can use?
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