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 Enter item CC2324
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Activity Six
A Memorable Scene

There are several memorable moments in Stone Fox that would lend 
themselves well to a movie or comic. In this bonus activity, you will imagine 
a specific scene from the book as if it were a painting. Take an important 
scene and a major action point. Turn it into a large drawing or painting that 
captures the moment.

For example, you could draw Stone Fox meeting Willy outside the Mayor’s 
Office. You could draw Willy approaching the finish line near the end of the 
book. You could draw Willy and Searchlight as they harvest the potato crop 
together.

Use a large piece of blank white poster board for your drawing. Section off a 
portion at the bottom of the page. It should be big enough for you to write a 
detailed caption. This caption should tell what is happening in your drawing.

Once you’ve written your caption, begin drawing your event. When you’ve 
finished drawing, gather with the class. Discuss why you drew the scene you 
did. Why was it important or memorable to you? Don’t worry about being the 
best artist. Do your best and have fun with it.

Your drawing should:
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Activity Five
The Race Route

Wyoming home. The five-mile route he takes every day is winding. But he and 
Searchlight know it so well, they’re almost able to do it with their eyes closed.

In this bonus activity, you will use information from the book to envision what 
Willy’s hometown looks like.

Go back through the book. Take notes of any scenery or visual information 
you can that will help you make a map of the town. Use a large piece of 
blank poster board. Use the information you took from the book. Make an 
overhead map of the town, including the race route. Be sure to include 
any of the structures mentioned in town. Where you don’t have enough 
information, use your imagination.

If you want to, you can pull up some images of Wyoming landscapes to help 
you. You could also search for some aerial photos of towns. This will help 
inspire you or show you how most towns are designed.

Be sure to label your map with the race route. Include any other important 
sites that are mentioned in the book. This could be Grandfather’s farm, the 
bank and the school. You can use a color code and a legend on your map. 
This will depict residential buildings, government buildings and so on.

Your map should include:

Make sure you have some fun with your map.
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Activity Four
Game Day

Willy doesn’t have a lot of time to play games. What with his grandfather ill and an 
entire crop to harvest by himself. He does get to have some fun with Searchlight. 
They race around town and eventually enter the National Dogsled Race.

Imagine you’re a game designer. You want to design a new board game that will 
be based on Willy’s story. The story itself is based on a story author John Reynolds 
Gardiner heard while he was visiting Idaho. It came from a Rocky Mountain legend. 
It was told to the author in 1974.

Think about what sorts of activities Willy would find interesting. Try to make a board 
game that he would like to play with his grandfather. You can use information from 
the book, the legend, or other sources to help inspire you. Try to come up with a 
unique new game. You can use some ideas from existing games to help craft your 
own.

The game should be playable by two to six players. It should have some sort of 
turn-based system. You can use dice, spinners, cards or anything else you might 
find in a typical board game. Try not to use anything too advanced (no internet or 
electronics). This board game should only use technology that was available in the 
time period depicted in Stone Fox.

This activity can be done in pairs or in larger groups. When you’ve finished your 
games, get into groups of six. Take turns playing a round of each of the games 
created by your fellow students. 

Once you’ve had a chance to play each game, discuss as a class some of the most 
fun ideas.

Each game should include: 
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Activity Three
An Alternate Ending

In the final chapter of Stone Fox
his dog Searchlight has a massive heart attack and dies instantly. It is suggested 
that Willy is still able to win the race and save Grandfather’s farm thanks to Stone 
Fox. Even so, it’s still a pretty sad end to the book. There’s also no description 
of what happens after the race. Willy isn’t able to speak to his grandfather. He 
isn’t able to talk about what he did. He isn’t able to talk about the death of 
Searchlight. Willy isn’t able to thank Stone Fox for what he did. He isn’t able to 
speak to the townspeople who didn’t think he had a chance of winning.

Was this ending satisfying for you? If not, then this bonus activity is your chance 
to end the story your way. Imagine you are the author. You’re thinking about 
ending Stone Fox a different way. You will be writing a different ending to the 
story.

Write down some notes to help guide you when you start to write. These notes 
should describe where you want to take the story in your ending. Maybe there is 
a twist you want to include. Maybe you just want Searchlight to live through the 
end of the race. It is all up to you.

Make sure your new ending is written in a style that matches the book. Make sure 
the story is ended in a new and different way.

Your ending should include:

Your finished product should be at least one typed, double-spaced page in 
length (although it can be more).
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Activity Two
Book Review

film or read the book. It should detail the story. It shouldn’t reveal too much about 
the plot. It shouldn’t give away any of the twists or important events. It should tell who 
the main characters are. It should tell a little about their past and why it is important 
to the story. It should explain why characters are taking the actions they are.

In this activity, you will write a review of the book. You will either recommend or not 
recommend it to others.

The first paragraph of your review should introduce the title of the book and author. 
Include a short note about the author. This could include other books he or she has 
written. Use the first paragraph to set up early on whether you did or didn’t like the 
book. Use descriptive language to accomplish this.

The next paragraph should include information about the overall story (Willy is a 
10-year-old who just wants to farm potatoes. He respects his grandfather enough to 
save for college. This goal is put into question when his grandfather gets sick). Be sure 
to give the reader enough information to give an idea about the plot. Do not give 
too much information that could ruin the story.

The next paragraphs should go on to explain why you did or didn’t enjoy Stone Fox. 
Here, you should give some real examples from the book. They should tell the reader 
why you feel the way you do about the book. For example, perhaps you thought 
there wasn’t enough back-story. Or, maybe there was too much time devoted to 
back-story. Maybe you thought some things were too complicated. This is where you 
would detail all of those thoughts.

Your last paragraph should sum up your review and say again whether you would or 
wouldn’t tell a friend to read the book.

Your review should be at least 400 words in length.
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Activity One
Newspaper Article

Willy finds himself going from a regular 10-year-old boy to one of nine mushers 
taking part in the National Dogsled Race in Wyoming. The race is his only chance 
to make the $500 he needs to save his sick grandfather’s farm. 

When Willy is just a hundred feet from the finish line, his dog, Searchlight, dies. It 
could have been a terrible end to a good story. However, Stone Fox ensures Willy’s 
victory. Now, imagine you are a reporter. Your job is to write a news story about 
these incredible events.

Look up a news source online. Or, look at a local newspaper to help show you how 
to write a news story. The first sentence should be its own paragraph. It should sum 
up the who, what, when, where, why and how of the story. This sentence should 
hook the reader. It should make them want to continue reading the article.

From there, work in more details about the characters. These include Willy, 
Grandfather, Searchlight, and Stone Fox. Then, work in more details about the story 
behind Willy entering the race. 

Your news article should include interviews with people who were in the crowd 
when Willy crashed. It should include interviews with others who can give more 
detail about Willy and Grandfather. Include quotes from these people by using 
your imagination to come up with what these people might say. Your news article 
should include as much detail as you can from the book.

The final product should be at least 400 words long. It should include all of the 
information above. It should also have:
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John Reynolds Gardiner

 has sold more than 3.5 million copies since it was 
published in 1980.
The story was inspired by a legend author John Reynolds 
Gardiner heard while visiting Idaho.
A movie version of the story was filmed in Alberta, Canada.

Did You Know?

ohn Reynolds Gardiner was born in Los 
Angeles, California on December 6, 
1944. He didn’t spend his youth reading 
books and dreaming of becoming 

an author. In fact, it was the opposite. As a 
boy, Gardiner was rebellious. He often did the 
opposite of what his parents asked. Gardiner 
didn’t actually read his first novel until he was 
nearly 20 years old. However, his mother read to 
him at night. He was always compelled by what 
he heard. Gardiner didn’t do well in school. His 
poor grammar and spelling skills saw him get 
poor marks in English classes and on writing tasks. 
By the time he reached high school, Gardiner 
was still struggling with the subject. His English 
teacher suggested he’d never make it in college 
level English classes.

Gardiner didn’t get much support from his 
teachers. That’s why he didn’t pursue his love of 
storytelling for the next ten years. This didn’t hold 
him back in other areas of his life. Gardiner went 
to the University of California. There, he got a 
master’s degree in engineering. He also started 
the Num Num Novelty company. They sold 
plastic neckties filled with water and goldfish. 
He also traveled a lot. He lived in Mexico, 
England, Ireland, Germany, and El Salvador. He 
spent years using other outlets for his creativity. 
Gardiner was encouraged by his brother to 
enroll in a television writing class.

His first story was based on a legend. This legend 
was told to him while visiting Idaho. He spent 
six years trying to sell the script to television 
producers. Finally, he changed gears and 
turned the story into a book. The story would 
become Stone Fox. It was purchased for print 
and became Gardiner’s most well-known work. 
The book went on to be made into a television 
movie. Gardiner later toured the United States. 
He gave talks to students about the work. He 
spent his final years living with his wife, Gloria, in 
California. He died in 2006.
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Chapter Three

2.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

errands  slickers  loomed    
     

a) She would wait ______________ outside the schoolhouse all day long.

b) After school, they would go into the town of Jackson and run 

______________.

c) Every month Grandfather had ______________ the money little Willy had 

earned working on the farm.

d) You couldn’t miss the city ______________.

e) Today again he waited, eyes glued on the big church clock that 

______________ high overhead.

patiently deposited

1. Circle      if the statement is TRUE or       if it is FALSE.

 T  F  a) It isn’t easy to tell when it’s winter in Wyoming.  

 T  F  b) Willy’s teacher is named Mrs. Williams.

 T  F  c) Before school Willy would go to Jackson to do chores.

 T  F  d)  Willy especially liked to look at the city slickers.

 T  F  e)  Willy describes city slickers as the ones who look like   
    they’re going to church.

T F

NAME: 
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Predict whether Willy will find out what’s wrong with his grandfather in 
this Chapter.

2. Do you believe Willy will be able to run the farm without help? Explain 
why or why not.

Vocabulary  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its  
 meaning on the right.

To a great extent; particularly.

Push for something to 
happen.

Worried about something.

In a way that’s too much.

Think about something a lot 
before making a decision.

A female horse.

The supply of water to crops 
to help growth.

Get down on knees.

The process of gathering 
crops.

A

H

I

B

C

D

E

F

G

especially

mare

knelt

harvest

overly

concerned

insisted

irrigation

consider

1

8

9

2

3

4

5

6

7

Chapter Two
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What does Doc Smith explain about taxes?

2. How is Willy’s hair described as he enters the bank?

3. What does Mr. Foster suggest Willy do?

4. Why doesn’t Willy take out a loan? 

5. How does Grandfather react when Willy asks if they should sell the farm 
to pay the taxes?

6. How does Willy plan to get the tax money?

Chapter Five

Lester tells Willy it’s no wonder Stone Fox has never lost 
a race, saying “No wonder, with five Samoyeds.” Do 
some research. What is a Samoyed? Why might this 
information make Lester make this comment? Explain 
what this might mean for Willy.

Journaling Prompt

AB
O

UT
 T

HE
 

AU
TH

O
R

C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N

Q
UE

ST
IO

NS

PR
EA

SS
ES

SM
EN

T

SH
O

RT
 A

NS
W

ER

Q
UE

ST
IO

NS



...................WritinG Task #

© Stone Fox CC2324
41

...................WritinG Task #

...................WritinG Task #

Chapters 1 to 2

1

2

Chapters 3 to 4

Character
Willy is a ten-year-old farm boy. He lives with his grandfather and his dog, 
Searchlight, on a potato farm in Wyoming. It is the days before technology. 
Willy loves being outdoors. Willy and his grandfather have a good relationship. 
They joke and trick each other. Overall, Willy is a happy kid. Think of everything 
you’ve been able to gather from the first two chapters. Use this to describe 
Willy’s character. What kind of person is he? What are his likes and dislikes? What 
are some traits that define Willy as a person? For example, is he serious? Playful? 
Use all of this information to write a paragraph. It should explain who Willy is as 
a character. Also use any descriptions of what Willy looks like. Your paragraph 
should be about 250 words in length.

Character Compare 
Grandfather and Willy seem to have a great relationship. Grandfather is known 
to trick Willy. He once dressed up as a scarecrow. One day, Grandfather doesn’t 
come to wake up Willy. Eventually, Willy finds out that Grandfather is sick. Use 
information from the first four chapters of the book. Write a paragraph that shows 
who Grandfather is as a person. What are some traits that describe him? Does 
the book give any information about what he looks like? Write a paragraph that 
describes this character. Your paragraph should be about 200 words in length. 
Then, write another short paragraph. It should describe the relationship Willy and 
Grandfather have. How are they different and how are they the same? How 
would you describe their relationship?
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Comprehension Quiz

1

37

SUBTOTAL:          /16

2

4

2

3

2

2

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What is a main theme of the book? 

2. Why doesn’t Willy believe Grandfather is really sick at first?   

3. Who are four main characters from the book?

4. What does Willy first think is wrong with Grandfather?                       

5. What is actually wrong with Grandfather?       

6. How is Willy able to harvest the potato crop alone?  

7. How does Willy plan to pay the taxes?   
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the words from the story. The words are written across, down, on an angle, 
and some are written backwards. 

broke errands mare swish 
burst halt mush tribe
crisp harmonica sickness trick
droopy harvest sprang

h a r m o n i c a i y s

i o g u i l r f u p v w

s p x s u f a d o f m i

j i b h t s w o a n e s

m d c g e b r l e j r h

a q h k b d h e b i r t

b h o x n a t n k o a r

v r k q q e y p k e n i

b z n g c p s j s w d c

u k z n l e x s d i s k

r i c a s y p h t c r u

s d e r a m y i j l e c

t r v p o w o c m z a p

g t m s f t s e v r a h
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Artificial Features

Setting #1: Fall

Natural Features

Setting #1: Winter

Natural Environment

Businesses

Buildings

Stone Fox is set in Wyoming during the Fall and Winter. Use 
this organizer to highlight this setting. Note the buildings and 
businesses discussed in town. Note the natural environment 

around Grandfather’s farm. Include natural and artificial 
features in your discussion. 

Setting
..................
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c

2. a 

3. d

4. b

5. a

6. b

1.
He feels 10 feet tall 

because he’s happy he’ll 
have a chance to win the 
money to save the farm.

2.
He traveled five miles 
of the race every day 

and knew it with his eyes 
closed.

3.
Stone Fox.

4.
Word spread throughout 

the state of Wyoming. Stone 
Fox is a famous dogsledder 

because he hasn’t lost a 
race. 

5.
He didn’t talk to them 

because of the treatment 
his people received.

6.
Stone Fox buys land with his 
race winnings because his 
tribe had been forced to 

leave Utah and settle on a 
reservation in Wyoming.

1.
She says, “Taxes gotta be 

paid, whether we like it or 

not. And believe me, I don’t 

know of anybody who likes 

it.” She says they’re the way 

the State gets its money to 

take care of people.

2.
His hair was so slicked down 

that it looked like wet paint.

3.
He tells Willy to sell the farm 

to pay the taxes. 

4.
Mr. Foster says the bank 

could loan them the money 

but doesn’t think they’ll be 

able to pay it back.

5.
He lay motionless. Only his 

fingers twitched.

6.
He plans to enter the 

National Dogsled Race and 

win the $500 prize.

1.

a)   A

b)   A

c)   C

d)   D

e)   B

1.

a)  T

b)  T

c)  F

d)  F

e)  T

f)  F

2.

a) 5

b) 4

c) 3

d) 2

e) 1

f) 6

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. youngsters   

2. mopped    

3. funning    

4. blotted 

5. stunned 

6. determined    

7. amateurs       

8. plopped 

9. unison 

10. sparkled

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© Stone Fox CC2324
25

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What does Doc Smith explain about taxes?

2. How is Willy’s hair described as he enters the bank?

3. What does Mr. Foster suggest Willy do?

4. Why doesn’t Willy take out a loan? 

5. How does Grandfather react when Willy asks if they should sell the farm 
to pay the taxes?

6. How does Willy plan to get the tax money?

Chapter Five

Lester tells Willy it’s no wonder Stone Fox has never lost 
a race, saying “No wonder, with five Samoyeds.” Do 
some research. What is a Samoyed? Why might this 
information make Lester make this comment? Explain 
what this might mean for Willy.

Journaling Prompt
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Chapter Three

2.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

errands  slickers  loomed    
     

a) She would wait ______________ outside the schoolhouse all day long.

b) After school, they would go into the town of Jackson and run 

______________.

c) Every month Grandfather had ______________ the money little Willy had 

earned working on the farm.

d) You couldn’t miss the city ______________.

e) Today again he waited, eyes glued on the big church clock that 

______________ high overhead.

patiently deposited

1. Circle      if the statement is TRUE or       if it is FALSE.

 T  F  a) It isn’t easy to tell when it’s winter in Wyoming.  

 T  F  b) Willy’s teacher is named Mrs. Williams.

 T  F  c) Before school Willy would go to Jackson to do chores.

 T  F  d)  Willy especially liked to look at the city slickers.

 T  F  e)  Willy describes city slickers as the ones who look like   
    they’re going to church.

T F
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...................WritinG Task #

...................WritinG Task #

Chapters 1 to 2

1

2

Chapters 3 to 4

Character
Willy is a ten-year-old farm boy. He lives with his grandfather and his dog, 
Searchlight, on a potato farm in Wyoming. It is the days before technology. 
Willy loves being outdoors. Willy and his grandfather have a good relationship. 
They joke and trick each other. Overall, Willy is a happy kid. Think of everything 
you’ve been able to gather from the first two chapters. Use this to describe 
Willy’s character. What kind of person is he? What are his likes and dislikes? What 
are some traits that define Willy as a person? For example, is he serious? Playful? 
Use all of this information to write a paragraph. It should explain who Willy is as 
a character. Also use any descriptions of what Willy looks like. Your paragraph 
should be about 250 words in length.

Character Compare 
Grandfather and Willy seem to have a great relationship. Grandfather is known 
to trick Willy. He once dressed up as a scarecrow. One day, Grandfather doesn’t 
come to wake up Willy. Eventually, Willy finds out that Grandfather is sick. Use 
information from the first four chapters of the book. Write a paragraph that shows 
who Grandfather is as a person. What are some traits that describe him? Does 
the book give any information about what he looks like? Write a paragraph that 
describes this character. Your paragraph should be about 200 words in length. 
Then, write another short paragraph. It should describe the relationship Willy and 
Grandfather have. How are they different and how are they the same? How 
would you describe their relationship?
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Artificial Features

Setting #1: Fall

Natural Features

Setting #1: Winter

Natural Environment

Businesses

Buildings

Stone Fox is set in Wyoming during the Fall and Winter. Use 
this organizer to highlight this setting. Note the buildings and 
businesses discussed in town. Note the natural environment 

around Grandfather’s farm. Include natural and artificial 
features in your discussion. 

Setting
..................


