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Activity Six
A Comparison

Sometimes reading one book can make you think of another. Sometimes that 
is because the books have similar plot elements or themes, and sometimes it is 
because you enjoyed another book more.

Either way, sometimes it can be difficult not to compare the two books you are 
reading.

Now that you’ve finished reading The City of Ember, consider the book’s 
characters, plot and themes. Are there any other books you’ve read that the 
book reminded you of? When you were reading The City of Ember, was there 
any other book that you wished you were reading? Why?

Consider these questions. In this activity, you will compare The City of Ember 
to another book of your choice whether it be a book that you simply enjoyed 
reading or a book that you feel was similar to it in some way.

Explain as well as you can why you think the books are similar or why you 
believe your chosen book is more entertaining or more interesting to read.

Try to include some specific examples from your chosen book to illustrate why 
you think it is similar or more entertaining. Why exactly did you think of the book 
while reading The City of Ember?

Try to think about the themes of each book and compare them. Additionally, 
compare the settings, characters, and any similar or exciting plot points.

Your comparison should be at least 400 words in length.
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Activity Five
A Collage of Ember

A collage is meant to take many separate images and combine them to form one 
common concept or theme. The City of Ember includes themes of youth, greed 
and isolation, among others. The story has plenty of imagery that could lend itself 
to a visual medium such as a collage. Images of darkness, pipes and lightbulbs 
could represent Ember, while the story also captures the beauty of the natural 
world—forests, birds and meadows. 

Your task in this activity will be to take one story theme or element and try to display 
that theme or element by combining images from old magazines, newspapers 
or other sources. Make sure that these images show anyone who looks at your 
collage what theme or emotion you are trying to express.

If, for example, you wanted your collage to give the viewer an idea of how the 
residents of Ember must feel, you might include images of frayed fabrics, empty 
store shelves, or blackouts.

Once you’ve chosen what you want your collage to depict, begin to collect your 
images. Make sure you collect lots of images. Your collage should at least cover a 
regular letter size sheet of paper. You can use full images or portions of images as 
long as you believe the image represents the theme you are trying to show.

When you’ve finished assembling the collage, take a moment to gather your 
thoughts. What are you trying to say with this art? How does it make you feel? 
Maybe the finished product has turned out differently than you imagined it would. 
Is there any emotion you feel when you look at it?

Now, write up a few paragraphs that describe what your collage is supposed to 
represent and why you feel it shows this theme or other aspect of the book. Your 
description should be at least 100 words in length.
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Activity Four
Book/Movie Review

A movie or book review is supposed to give readers an idea of what the film 
or book is about and whether or not they should see or read it. It should give 
enough detail about the story to interest the reader but should not spoil any of the 
important plot points or any twists. The review should also explain who the main 
characters are and a little about them.

In this activity you will write a review of the book or a review of the Hollywood film 
based on the book. If you choose to review the movie after finishing the book, you 
will need to include a paragraph or two explaining how well the movie matched 
the events of the book and any big changes that were made or other differences 
between the book and the movie.

The first paragraph of your review should introduce the title of the book and author 
(or movie director and stars) and should quickly give the reader an idea of how 
you felt about the book or movie. You should explain early on whether you did or 
didn’t like the book or movie. 

The next paragraph should include information setting up the story (Everyone in 
Ember is assigned a job at graduation. 12-year-old students Lina Mayfleet and 
Doon Harrow have just been assigned the jobs they will hold for the rest of their 
lives. Only they decide to switch positions. As supplies begin to run out in Ember, 
both Lina and Doon find their separate journeys begin to merge into one: Find the 
way out of Ember). Be sure to give the reader enough detail to set up the plot, but 
not enough to spoil anything. The subsequent paragraphs should further explain 
why you did or didn’t enjoy The City of Ember using specific examples from the 
book or movie. For example, perhaps you thought there wasn’t enough action or 
the story was too boring. Maybe you thought some parts were confusing or too 
simple. This is where you would explain all of those things.

Your final paragraph should wrap up your review and explain again whether you 
would or wouldn’t recommend The City of Ember to someone else.

Your review should be at least 400 words in length.
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Ember’s New Ending

The City of Ember concludes with Lina, Poppy and Doon escaping into the 
moonlit night. As they watch the sun rise, they discover a world full of life. There 
are new, unknown animals, plants and smells. It’s shocking and amazing to each 
of them, but there’s one problem: They haven’t given anyone any information 
about how to find the way out. After some time spent searching, they are able 
to find a crevice that looks down on the city far below. Lina writes a message 
and fastens it to a rock. The book comes to a close just as Mrs. Murdo opens the 
message that has fallen a short distance away.

Was this how you imagined the story ending? If this ending wasn’t very satisfying 
for you, this bonus activity is your chance to end the story your way. Imagine you 
are the author and you’re thinking about ending The City of Ember in a new way. 
Consider how you would have wanted the story to end or how you thought it 
might wrap up.

Take some time to think about what you would have wanted to happen at the 
end of the story. Include a few important beats. You can begin your ending 
either at the ending included in the book or you can begin it at any other point 
within the last two chapters. It’s up to you. Make sure your new ending is written 
in a style that matches the book. The story should end in a way that still wraps up 
the plot of the book.

Your ending should include:

   Doon leave.

Your finished product should be at least one typed, double-spaced page in 
length

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Designing Ember

The City of Ember is a story centered on a society that had been created to 
ensure people could survive a catastrophe. After more than 200 years, the 
underground city’s supplies are beginning to run out. Things like lightbulbs 
are in danger of running out and the old generator that supplies the city with 
electricity is beginning to fail.

The book details the efforts of protagonists Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow to 
decode a damaged set of instructions left by the Builders that will allow the 
people of Ember to escape the underground city and return to the surface.

The book includes a lot of information about how the city is arranged and what 
it looks like. Underneath the intersecting city streets are a series of tunnels called 
the Pipeworks. There are also huge storerooms that once held enough supplies 
to last more than 200 years.

In this activity, your task will be to go back through the book and take note of 
any of the passages which describe the city. Take note of the placement of 
streets, buildings, entrances to the underground and the secret passages we 
know exist and lead to the way out of Ember.

Take a large sheet of paper and try to draw an accurate layout of the city 
and its underground. Be as accurate as possible, but you can include some 
imagination in your map of the city where the book is vague or doesn’t have 
any information.

Try to include most of the locations where important parts of the story take 
place.

Include a legend that explains what any symbols or colors mean. Label any 
important buildings, streets or other places.
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Wanted 
DOON HARROW AND LINA MAYFLEET

WANTED FOR SPREADING VICIOUS RUMORS
IF YOU SEE THEM,

REPORT TO MAYOR’S CHIEF GUARD.
BELIEVE NOTHING THEY SAY.

REWARD

These are the words that Lina reads written on a white sheet of paper as they 
pass by shops on Greystone Street. Doon had discovered the mayor sleeping 
among a collection of rare foods and items such as lightbulbs that the people 
of Ember believed to be running out or gone altogether. When Lina and Doon 
report what they’ve seen to the mayor’s guards, they find themselves the targets 
of a manhunt through Ember. Doon and Lina believe either the mayor has lied to 
the guards or else has included them in his scheme and they too are receiving 
special items from the city’s storerooms.

While this wanted poster is a simple sheet of paper with some writing, imagine 
you are tasked by the mayor to create a new poster that will be hung up 
throughout Ember. Since the mayor wishes these criminals to be caught quickly, 
he has allowed you to use all the colored pencils you wish.

Use plenty of color to draw the eye to the posters. You may also include more 
description of Lina and Doon or drawings of them if you wish. Include lots of 
description, like where they were last seen, more information about what they 
have done and the crimes they are charged with. Use a large sheet of paper so 
that you can fit plenty of detail.

Your poster should have the basic information included from the book as shown 
above. You can also include what the reward the mayor is offering might be.

Be creative.

Activity One
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 writer.

Did You Know?

Jeanne DuPrau
eanne DuPrau was born in San Francisco, 
California in June, 1944. Her father, 
James B. DuPrau, was a steel company 
executive. Her mother, Dolly DuPrau, was 

a painter and homemaker. DuPrau has said she 
never really set out to be a writer, she just started 
writing and never stopped. As a child of about 
five, she illustrated and wrote a book called Frosty 
the Snowman which was six pages long. It was 
written in red and green crayon. She attended 
Scripps College in 1966, receiving a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. In 1967, she continued her education 
at the University of California, Berkeley, where 
she received her secondary school teaching 
credentials.

Through her formal education, she continued 
to write. Some of the writing was assigned by 
teachers in the form of her thesis, book reports, 
or essays. Other writing was done purely for the 
joy of the craft. These came in the form of stories, 
poems, letters, and journals. After graduating 
as an English major, she did plenty of work but 
it all involved writing and reading in some way. 
DuPrau taught high school English and instituted 
a creative writing club for students. Later, she 
moved on to work as an editor in educational 
publishing companies, writing stories for reading 
textbooks. She also worked for a computer 
company where she wrote about how to use 
computers.

During all of this time, DuPrau continued to write 
in her free time whenever she could. She used 
people and experiences from her own life and 
books she’d read as inspiration. She began to 
send some of these writings out to publishers and 
often they were published. Her most well-known 
work, The City of Ember, was published in 2003 
and went on to win multiple awards. She followed 
the book up with sequels, The People of Sparks 
in 2004, The Prophet of Yonwood in 2006, and 
The Diamond of Darkhold in 2008. DuPrau lives 
in northern California where she enjoys hobbies 
such as gardening, drawing and reading.

J
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Chapters Five to Six

 a) Poppy _________________ on Lina’s back and whimpered a little.

 b) Poppy’s _________________ became a wail.

 c)  The man made an _________________ noise in the back of his throat.

 d) But the darkness pressed against her and she couldn’t _________________ her voice.

e)  In the distance someone called out _________________.

 

whimper incoherently squirmed summon impatient

2.   Complete each sentence with a word from the list. 

1. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a) Workers between the ages of 12 and 15 get Fridays off.

T  F  b) Lina hears someone say Sadge Merrall had gone mad.

T  F  c) Doon says anybody would have rescued Granny.  

 

T  F  d) The town meeting was set for 6 p.m. 

T  F  e) Doon’s father tells him that anger is a good thing.

NAME: 
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Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. Predict whether Doon and Lina will discuss their jobs in these Chapters.

2. Do you believe Lina will face any further discipline for her actions at the Gathering Hall? 
Why or why not?

Chapters Three to Four

Vocabulary  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its 
meaning on the right.

A dense crowd of people.

A deep fissure in the earth.

Nearly perpendicular. Vertical.

Look forward to.

A loud and confused noise of 
people shouting.

Making harsh and loud noise.

Very small streams.

Moving steadily and violently.

Extremely unpleasant.

Slow moving and unexciting.

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

I

H

J

anticipation

raucous

clamor

throng

sheer

turbulent

chasm

horrendous

rivulets

plodding

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

8

10
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What connection does Doon make between the Instructions Lina found and the Pipeworks?

2. How does Lina feel about being in the Pipeworks?

3. How does Lina react to Ember’s underground river? Why?

4. What does Lina think about as she takes care of her grandmother?    

5. Why does Lina get frustrated when she draws her imaginary city?

6. How do you think Lina’s life will change now that her grandmother has died?

Chapters Nine to Ten

Lina has been making drawings of a bright city that is lit by 
something different than Ember for some time. Somehow, 
she feels there is more to draw, there are marvels. Now she 
has drawn a blue sky. Do you believe there’s some way 
Lina is able to see a different city? Is there something else 
going on? Is this city coming entirely from her imagination? 
Explain your thoughts in a few sentences.

Journaling Prompt
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Chapters 1 to 2

1

...................WritinG Task # 2

Chapters 7 to 8
New Meanings
There are several moments when characters such as Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet 
encounter words and phrases that have lost their meaning over time. As Doon visits the 
library, he comes across some of these. For example, the word “boat” has lost its meaning, 
while Doon learns that “hogwash” means nonsense.

Take out a dictionary. Without looking at the definitions, choose some words at random that 
you believe sound strange or old-fashioned. Make sure these are words that you don’t know 
the meaning of, or that are unfamiliar.

Now, write up some definitions of these words using your best guess at what they might 
mean. Once you’ve written your definitions, describe why you believe the words could 
mean what you think they do. Compare your definitions to the actual definition from the 
dictionary and comment on how they are different.

Assignment Day
When Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow graduate, they are each assigned jobs at random. 
Each job is important in its own way and helps ensure the city of Ember continues to run as 
smoothly as possible. These jobs are considered very important.

As a class, take a small piece of paper and write down a job that you believe is important 
to your city or town. Fold the pieces of paper and place them into a hat or other container. 
Draw jobs at random and announce what you’ve picked.

Once everyone has received a job, take a few minutes to consider the job and what sort of 
activities that you would be responsible for in that position. Write a few paragraphs about 
why the job is so important and how you feel about having the job.

Your finished product should be about 250 words in length.
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. What are the full names of the two main characters?   

2. Why is Doon upset when he receives his job assignment at graduation?

3. Why does Lina believe messengers have an important job? 

4. Why don’t the people of Ember have a good idea of what year it is?    

5. What are the four rules that all messengers must follow?   

6. Why was the power outage during which Poppy runs away from Lina important?   

7. Why were the Instructions for Egress in Lina’s grandmother’s house?   

Comprehension Quiz

2

34

SUBTOTAL:          /19

3

1

4

4

2

3
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards. 

absently escort pace squirmed
chasm joy pungent tattered
chortled luxury queasy vast
curiosity mechanism rickety vital
egress narrow secrecy zigzags 

C S E C R E C Y N M S A H C A

S U N U Q D R T X A L G W M B

Y G R C Z S P E I T R X B P S

J F A I M P A K O E J R Z H E

A I K Z O Y P C L V L K O O N

T S A V G S Y I H L C A E W T

R G N X D I I R R O Y T T C L

H H V W T A Z T Z Q R A U I Y

L U X U R Y U H Y U W T O R V

F D O Q L R P D O E T T L I F

S E B A E Y E F J A F E D E Z

S W S J P M N L R S D R Q S D

E K E S R N A X N Y N E J J E

R Z N I H M C S P X Z D P B C

G P U N G E N T R O C S E V A

E Q U U C Y W F U D U H R L P

S V S G O Z M S I N A H C E M
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1.
Answers will vary.  

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1.  undertaking 

2. advanced      

3. slim    

4. tousled   

5. corner

6. anxious    

7. fear      

8. echoing 

1.

a)   D

b)   B

c)   C

d)   D

e)   A

1.
Answers will vary, but may 

include: Resources are 
scarce in Ember and not 
much new clothing gets 

made.

2.
Doon says he doesn’t 
want to waste his time 
carrying around gossip, 

he wants to help save the 
city.

3.
She believes messengers 

are vital for residents 
of Ember to be able to 

communicate with each 
other.

4.
The messengers’ 

headquarters are located 
on Cloving Street.

5.
One: When a customer 
gives you a message, 

repeat it back to make 
sure you have it right. Two: 

Always wear your red 
jacket. Three: Go as fast 

as possible. Four: Deliver a 
message only to who it’s 

meant for.

6.
Through the years some 
of the timekeepers had 

neglected their duties so 
that the clock stopped 

for several days at a time 
and sometimes there were 
long days or nights. So they 
called it the year 241, but it 
could be 245, 239, or 250.

 

                         

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. D

2. F

3. E

4. A

5. C

6. I

7. B

8. G

9. H

10. J

 

1.

a) T

b) T 

c) F

d) F 

e) T

f) F 

2.
 

a) 1

b) 4

c) 5  

d) 3 

e) 6

f) 2

 

1.
The old man tells him the 

generator has always 
managed to chug along, 
but this year seems worse. 
He then says he hears the 
city is running out of light 

bulbs so it might not matter 
if the generator fails.

2.
Doon always thought he 
was smarter than other 
people. He was sure he 

could learn about electricity 
and save the city, but now 

he feels that he’d been 
stupid to feel that way.

3.
He says “What you get is 
what you get. What you 

do with what you get 
though…that’s more the 
point, wouldn’t you say?”

4.
Doon feels like he can’t 
go plodding around the 
pipeworks, stopping up 
leaks, looking for bugs 

and pretending there’s no 
emergency. He feels he has 

to find a way to help.

5.
The potatoes have a new 
disease. The leaves are all 

spotted with black and the 
insides are runny and smell 

bad.

6.
Sadge Merrall appears from 
the darkness having gone 

off to the Unknown Regions 
in search of something that 

could help save the city.
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The Instructions to Chapter Two
Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1. Why do you think people in Ember might have clothing that is described as frayed or 
worn out?

2. Why was Doon upset with his job assignment?

3. Why are messengers important in Lina’s opinion?

4. Where is the messengers’ headquarters located?

5. What are the rules to be a messenger?

6. Why don’t the people of Ember really know what day or year it is?

Journaling Prompt

Now that you’ve read a little about the city of Ember, describe 
it. Discuss how the city looks, how it is able to operate (power, 
communication), and any other interesting points that have 
been discussed throughout the book so far. Compare this city to 
your own home. How are they different? How are they similar?

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. Predict whether Doon and Lina will discuss their jobs in these Chapters.

2. Do you believe Lina will face any further discipline for her actions at the Gathering Hall? 
Why or why not?

Chapters Three to Four

Vocabulary  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its 
meaning on the right.

A dense crowd of people.

A deep fissure in the earth.

Nearly perpendicular. Vertical.

Look forward to.

A loud and confused noise of 
people shouting.

Making harsh and loud noise.

Very small streams.

Moving steadily and violently.

Extremely unpleasant.

Slow moving and unexciting.

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

I

H

J

anticipation

raucous

clamor

throng

sheer

turbulent

chasm

horrendous

rivulets

plodding

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

8

10
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Chapters 1 to 2

1

...................WritinG Task # 2

Chapters 7 to 8
New Meanings
There are several moments when characters such as Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet 
encounter words and phrases that have lost their meaning over time. As Doon visits the 
library, he comes across some of these. For example, the word “boat” has lost its meaning, 
while Doon learns that “hogwash” means nonsense.

Take out a dictionary. Without looking at the definitions, choose some words at random that 
you believe sound strange or old-fashioned. Make sure these are words that you don’t know 
the meaning of, or that are unfamiliar.

Now, write up some definitions of these words using your best guess at what they might 
mean. Once you’ve written your definitions, describe why you believe the words could 
mean what you think they do. Compare your definitions to the actual definition from the 
dictionary and comment on how they are different.

Assignment Day
When Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow graduate, they are each assigned jobs at random. 
Each job is important in its own way and helps ensure the city of Ember continues to run as 
smoothly as possible. These jobs are considered very important.

As a class, take a small piece of paper and write down a job that you believe is important 
to your city or town. Fold the pieces of paper and place them into a hat or other container. 
Draw jobs at random and announce what you’ve picked.

Once everyone has received a job, take a few minutes to consider the job and what sort of 
activities that you would be responsible for in that position. Write a few paragraphs about 
why the job is so important and how you feel about having the job.

Your finished product should be about 250 words in length.
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