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Activity Six
Secret Santa Rules

After the Thanksgiving break, Jordan’s homeroom picks people for Secret 
Santa. Each person picks another person at random who they have to give 
a present to. The rules for Jordan’s homeroom are:

 1. Each person will receive 3 gifts.
 2. The first 2 gifts can be anything.
 3. The 3rd gift should be a purchase.
 4. The purchased gift must be less than $10.

Have you ever played Secret Santa before? Did you have different rules? 
Your task will be to create your own Secret Santa rules. You can start by 
deciding whether each person will have a specific person to buy for, or 
whether it will be a general gift whose recipient will be chosen at random on 
the day that it is given. For the latter, you can create a game to determine 
who receives what gift. For instance, maybe each person will randomly 
choose a gift, open it, then can decide whether they keep the gift, or trade 
it for another opened gift. Write down your Secret Santa rules and share 
them with the class.

For Jordan’s Secret Santa, he had Ashley. He decided to gift her a Sweet 
Potato Pie that he helped his Dad make. At the end of the school year, 
Ashley gives a slice of Sweet Potato 
Pie that her mother made. She found 
the recipe online and tried it out. Your 
task will be to find a Sweet Potato Pie 
recipe online. Look at a couple and see 
if there are any differences between 
them. Choose one. Have a parent help 
you make this dish. Try it out, what do 
you think?!

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Five
Holiday Comparison

In this graphic novel, we see how Jordan celebrates two major holidays with 
his family. First there’s Thanksgiving. We see Jordan’s celebrations depicted 
in Chapter 7. In it, Thanksgiving dinner is celebrated around a big table 
with Jordan, his mom, his dad, his grandfather, Miss Neal, his Aunt Margo, 
and his cousin Bobby. The family eat turkey, string beans, candied yams and 
marshmallows, corn bread, collard greens, and mac and cheese.

Your task will be to display how your own family celebrates Thanksgiving. 
Draw a scene similar to Jordan’s. Show what you typically eat, who’s usually 
invited, and what other customs and traditions you celebrate. Do you go 
around the table and say what you’re thankful for? Do you eat family style 
or buffet style? Do you eat around a big table at all? Maybe you celebrate 
with just your household. Maybe you celebrate at a pot luck with the 
neighborhood. However you celebrate Thanksgiving, display it as a single-
panel scene on a large piece of paper.

The second holiday Jordan celebrates is Kwanzaa. Do a deep dive 
into the celebrations of Kwanzaa. What is this holiday all about? What 
days does it fall on? How is it celebrated? Roughly how many people in 
America celebrate Kwanzaa? 
Compare this holiday with 
your own traditions. Do you 
celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah 
(Chanukah)? Is there another 
holiday you celebrate instead 
during this time? Or do you 
celebrate anything at all? Provide 
2 similarities and 2 differences 
between Kwanzaa and your own 
holiday.

A typical Kwanzaa display.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Four
Sketching Your Feelings

Jordan uses his sketchbook as a diary or journal. In it, he shares his personal 
feelings to things that happen around him. Although he portrays these 
events in a comedic manner, they cover some very real issues. Being able to 
sketch things out serves as an outlet for his inner thoughts. When Ms. Rawle 
invades Jordan’s privacy by reading through his sketchbook, Jordan is 
understandably upset. 

Most people at one point or another have kept a diary or journal. In it, you 
would have written down your personal feelings and inner thoughts. It would 
have been something you kept to yourself and didn’t share with others. In 
Jordan’s unique way, he portrayed his inner thoughts in the form of guides 
and tips. For example, he shares his Dad’s tips for being a man, and how to 
shake hands. He also outlines his experience playing soccer with his guide to 
fall sports.

Now it’s your turn to sketch a personal thought. Following Jordan’s example, 
create a guide or tip that highlights something you’ve experienced. It 
must portray your inner thoughts and feelings. Follow the graphic novel 

format that Jordan uses. You can 
choose to use a situation that you 
may have once written about 
in a journal, or you can make 
something up entirely. Whatever 
you decide, you must subtly make 
a point through humor. It’s up to 
you whether you want to share 
this cartoon with others.

...................Student Worksheet
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Tolerant Recreation

The characters in this graphic novel experience a variety of racist remarks. 
Whether it’s Andy making fun of Ramon’s heritage, or Mr. Roche asking if 
what he said was racist, or Mr. Garner being mistaken for Coach Rick by 
a colleague of fourteen years. Choose a scene from the book with racist 
undertones. Re-create this scene to be more acceptable.

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Cherub Counterparts

Throughout the book, Jordan is depicted with little cherub versions of himself. 
These creatures are used to portray Jordan’s inner thoughts and feelings 
to things that happen in the story. For example, when Jordan sees a boy 
who looks like him on his first day of school, the cherub figures are holding 
up a sign that reads “Hallelujah”. Later on, when Jordan meets this person 
and gets to know him a little bit, the cherub figures drop the sign saying 
“Hallelujah”. 

These two scenes signify Jordan’s first impressions of Maury and how he 
feels about him once they meet. At first, Jordan is excited to see someone 
who looks like him. There aren’t many African American kids at the school, 
so Jordan is happy to see someone like him. His cherub figures display 
this excitement. Later on, Jordan and Maury meet and have a short 
conversation. Jordan realizes that even though they look alike, the two have 
very little in common. His excitement disappears, shown in the representation 
of his cherub counterparts.

Choose one of two tasks:

Task 1
Choose another instance from the story 
where cherubs are used to portray 
Jordan’s inner thoughts and feelings. 
Explain their significance in the scene.

Task 2
Choose a scenario in your own life. 
Recreate this in a scene where your 
thoughts and feelings are portrayed with 
cherub versions of yourself.

...................Student Worksheet
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Competitive Nature

Jordan and his family read about the different activities being provided at 
his new school. One such activity is “competitive yoga”. Naturally, Jordan 
and his family have never heard of this. Based on what you already know 
about yoga, imagine what competitive yoga would be. Make up a set of 
rules, how it’s “played”, and how someone would “win”.

Did you know that competitive yoga is a real thing? Do some research. How 
do the rules compare to the ones you designed? When was competitive 
yoga established? How did it start? Is it a controversial sport? If so, why? 
Create a short presentation of it. At the end, explore your own thoughts and 
feelings on the sport, and whether it would be something you’d want to try.

Finally, design your own competitive form of something you like to do. It 
must be something that doesn’t already exist. Design the rules around this 
new sport. Imagine how competitions will be held. Can you forsee any 
controversy surrounding it? What parameters can be put in place in order 
to curb this controversy? Design a brochure highlighting your new sport and 
how to play.

Activity One
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Jerry Craft

• Created the comic strip Mama’s Boyz.

• Has won the African American Literary Award many   
 times for his comic strip. 

• Is the co-founder of the Schomburg Center’s Annual Black  
 Comic Book Festival.

Did You Know?

erry Craft was born on January 22, 
1963 in Harlem, New York. He grew up 
in nearby Washington Heights. He went 
to the Fieldston School, receiving a 

private “Ivy League” education.

In 1984 he graduation from the School of 
Visual Arts with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) 
degree in advertising. With this he worked as 
a copywriter for twelve years. After this he 
stepped into the world of comic books and 
graphic novels while working for Marvel and 
Harvey Comics. Before writing and illustrating 
his first graphic novel, Craft was the Editorial 
Director for the Sports Illustrated for Kids website. 

In 2019, Craft’s debut graphic novel, New Kid, 
won the Kirkus Prize in the “Young Readers’ 
Literature” category. In 2020, it went on to win 
the John Newbery Medal, becoming the first 
graphic novel to do so. At the same time, his 
novel won the Coretta Scott King award. Craft 
is only the second person to have ever won 
both awards in the same year.

In other areas, Craft has worked for the 
American Diabetes Association and helped 
in the fight against childhood obesity with 
the American Council for Fitness and Nutrition. 
In addition, he has worked with Donate Life 

America to raise awareness of organ and tissue 
donation, as well as support the DC Campaign 
to Prevent Teenage Pregnancy. Throughout these 
endeavors, Craft has earned several awards in 
recognition. 

J
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Chapter Nine

2. Number the events from 1 to  6 in the order they occurred in this Chapter.

 a) Jordan learns the auditorium at school is named after Liam’s grandfather.

 b) Kirk comes over to Jordan’s house. 

 c)  Jordan’s dad saves his soul.

 d)  Kirk and Jordan play video games.

 e)  Jordan’s dad takes him over to Liam’s house.

 f )  Jordan meets Grayson and Kirsten.

1. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a) Jordan forgot all about Kirk until he came over. 

T  F  b) Jordan’s mom is glad that Jordan and Kirk are “hanging out” again.

T  F  c) Drew is “pepper steak”.

T  F  d) Liam wears beat-up shoes.

T  F  e) Kirsten is eager to meet Jordan. 

T  F  f) Liam used to be closer friends with Maury. 

NAME: 
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Chapters Four to Five
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. In Chapter 3, Alex asks Jordan if he’s into graphic novels, which Jordan answers that he 
doesn’t know a lot about them. Predict whether you think Jordan will get into graphic 
novels.

2. At the end of Chapter 3, we get a sense that Jordan is struggling between his old and 
new life. This is depicted with the artwork for Chapter 4. Do you think this struggle will 
continue and he’ll have to choose a side?

 

chameleon exhausted production financial
concussion  casting offensive slaughtered

1. Jason had very little sleep and was ___________________ the next morning.

2. There was a ___________________ call for young boys and girls to star in a cereal 
commercial.

3.  The high ticket sales at the box office meant the movie was a ___________________ 
success.

4. Megan is known to be a ___________________ because she changes her personality 
to mimic whoever she’s with.

5. The football team was ___________________ by the end of the game.

6. After the fall, Annabelle had a minor ___________________.

7.  The Lee family was excited to see the latest ___________________ on Broadway.

8. Kyle found the comments to be ___________________.

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.Vocabulary

NAME: 
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.  

1. What piece of gossip does Ashley share with the boys? What causes this event?

2. What callback to an earlier issue does Jordan recall in his Public Service Announcement 
cartoon?

3. Describe the confrontation between Andy and Drew. What are Andy’s points in support 
of his actions?

4. Describe the confrontation between Andy and Drew. What are Drew’s points against 
Andy’s actions?

5. After the fight between Drew and Andy, Jordan gets overwhelmed with everything 
that’s been bothering him and he stands up for his friend. What are all the things he lists 
that have become “too much” for him?

Chapters Eleven to Twelve

In Chapter Twelve, Andy once again makes jokes about 
Ramon’s heritage. He gets called out by Drew. Andy’s excuse 
is that he was only joking and that Ramon and him are 
“cool”. However, you can tell by Ramon’s body language 
and expressions that he’s not cool with this. The confrontation 
between Andy and Drew escalate to the point where someone 
gets hurt. How would you have approached this situation if you 
were in Drew’s shoes? Is there a better way to confront a bully?

Journaling Prompt
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Chapter 8
...................WritinG Task # 4

Chapter 6

Book Recommendations
Maury and Drew each have an interaction with Miss Brickner at the Book Fair. Miss Brickner 
recommends the book The Mean Streets of South Uptown: A Gritty Tale of Survival to Maury, 
saying that he will identify with the protagonist, describing him as “[suffering] so much, 
growing up in poverty without a father”. Maury respectfully disagrees, saying his “dad is the 
CEO of a fortune 500 company”. Miss Brickner moves on to recommend the book to Drew.

Miss Brickner is “judging kids by the covers of their books” as Jordan illustrates in his 
sketchbook. This means that Miss Brickner is recommending books to students based on 
how they look rather than what their interests are. By now you know a little bit about Maury 
and Drew. Choose one and find a book to recommend to them. Make sure to read the 
description of the book so that it matches with their interests. Explain why you chose the 
book.

Two Faces of Ms. Rawle
At the beginning of Chapter 6, Andy calls Drew “dawg” in homeroom. Ms. Rawle doesn’t 
say anything to Andy, even though you can see with his body language that it was not 
said in fun. A bit later, Drew calls Jordan “dawg” after they share a heart-to-heart in the 
hall. Their body language is clearly different as they are smiling and sharing a fist bump. 
However, Ms. Rawle’s reaction is much different.

She chooses to single out Drew, first by calling him by the wrong name, and stating that it 
isn’t nice for him to call Jordan “dog”. She says “He’s a human being, NOT a dog.” In Ms. 
Rawle’s eyes, it’s okay for Andy to call someone “dawg”—or how she hears it, “dog”—but it 
isn’t okay for Drew to do the same. Why does she treat Andy differently from Drew?

This situation escalates quickly as Drew defends himself and points out the double standard 
to Ms. Rawle. He also asks that she apologize for continuously calling him by the wrong 
name. Re-write this scene to reflect a more civil discussion.

NAME: 
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Comprehension Quiz
8. Compare Jordan and Liam and how they are both naïve about each other. 

9. Who’s the “three horsemen of the apocalypse”? Why are they called this?   

10. What is Alexandra’s secret? Why does she wear a puppet on her hand?

11. Why does Drew invite Alexandra to join him and Jordan on a walk?    

12. What was Andy’s report in math class about? 

13. Describe one difference between mainstream book heroes and African  
American book heroes, according to Jordan.  

14. The end of the story introduces a double meaning to the title “New Kid”. Explain  
the two meanings.

2

SUBTOTAL:          /17

4

3

2

2

2

2
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Chapter Six

3. Allowing something to happen and making 
peace with it.
5. To stick up for someone or something.
6. This argument really __________.
10. To say something nice to someone.
11. To be violent towards someone or something.
12. “I find opening a stuck lid very __________.”
13. “Jeff is my work __________.”
15. A smaller group of people.

1. Once every __________.
2. She __________ to win the prize.
4. The kids all used __________ words.
7. To say you’re sorry.
8. Two or more people working together.
9. “My mom works at a __________ office.”
14. Marriage is a __________ union.

Across Down

accepting

aggressive

apologized

associate

civil

compliment

corporate

defend

deserved

escalated

frustrating

generation

minority

partnerships

slang

Vocabulary 1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6. 7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13. 14.

15.
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Metaphorically Speaking
..................

Go back through the graphic novel and list all the metaphors and similes that 
appear. Choose one of the metaphors and identify its meaning.
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1.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: “New Kid” refers 
to being the new kid at 

school. 

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1.  diversity 

2. apocalypse      

3. scoop    

4. relate   

5. metaphor

6. unfortunately    

7. rituals      

8. awkward

1.

a)  4 B

b)  4 C

c)  4 D

d)  4 B

e)  4 A

1.
By “diversity”, Chuck means 
that there isn’t a variety of 
people that go to Jordan’s 

school, for example, by race. 
We can tell this because as 
he says it, he is looking at the 
faces of some kids that go to 

the school on the website.

2.
Jordan draws an image that 

represents Back to School. 
He shows kids running away 

from classic school items 
disguised as monsters. 

Answers will vary.

3.
Step 1, only use your right 
hand. Step 2, always look 

each other in the eye. Step 3, 
the firmer your grip, the more 

people will respect you.

4.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: Jordan may be 
embarrassed to be seen 

in the car, for fear of being 
looked at differently.

5.
After being dropped off 
by Liam’s dad, Jordan 

sees an African American 
pulling up. He is shown with 
a smiley face emoji. When 

he realizes the man is a 
chauffeur dropping off a 

white girl, his emoji changes 
to a sad face.

6.
Liam tells Jordan that they 

call Maury, “Maury-O” 
because it rhymes with 

“Oreo”. Jordan understands 
this to mean that Maury is 
black on the outside but 

white on the inside. It alludes 
that Maury does not act 

stereotypically to the way 
he looks.

             

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: Andy is assuming 

that Jordan will like Mr. 
Garner simply because 

they look alike. It’s based 
on nothing else. This shows 

that we may see more 
racist remarks from Andy in 

the upcoming chapters.

Vocabulary

1. G

2. A

3. E

4. J

5. C

6. B

7. I

8. F

9. H

10. D

 

1.

a) T

b) F 

c) F

d) F 

e) T

f) T 

2.  

a) 2

b) 6

c) 3  

d) 5

e) 1

f) 4

 

1.
The regular seniors 
are represented by 

wolves. Juniors are foxes, 
sophomores are owls, and 
freshman are ants. Senior 
athletes are lions, while 

theatre kids are whatever 
lions eat. Dorky clubs are 
worms, and seventh and 
eight graders are seen as 

toenail fungus.

2.
Andy assumes Ramon 
doesn’t like the tacos 
at school because his 

mom’s are a lot better. This 
comment upsets Ramon as 
he sighs and shows a sad 

face.

3.
First, Kirk sees Liam waving 

from the car that just 
dropped off Jordan. He 

seems alarmed then 
immediately walks away. 

Jordan seems embarrassed, 
and when Liam asks who 
that was, Jordan shrugs it 

off as “just a friend from the 
block”.  

4.
First, Jordan’s dad is wearing 

a tie, something he never 
does. When asked about it, 
he avoids the subject. Then, 
Jordan has to ask his dad if 
he wants to know about his 

day. Answers will vary.

5.
Based on his father’s 

comment of “I miss him, too” 
and the solemn look the two 

share, it’s assumed that his 
grandfather died recently.

NAME: 
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Chapters One to Two
Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1. Jordan’s dad—Chuck—says Jordan’s new school doesn’t seem to have much 
“diversity”. What do you think he means by this? How can you tell? 

2. Describe what Jordan draws in his sketchbook while getting ready for his first day at 
his new school. What do you think he is feeling based on this?

3. According to Jordan, what are the 3 steps to shaking hands? 

4.  Why does Jordan hide in the car when Kenny, Kirk and Carlos walk by?

5.  Instead of using words, the author uses images to describe how Jordan is feeling on his 
first day of school. Give an example of this from this Section.

6.  Why do the sophomore boys call Maury, “Maury-O”? What does it mean?

Journaling Prompt

At the very start of the story, Jordan shares his feelings about 
falling without a parachute. He mentions that when he was 
younger, he wished that he could be superman so that he 
could fly instead of fall. He goes on to say how silly that is now. 
Was there a time when you were younger when you wished 
something that you would find silly now? Is there something 
now that you would wish for, even if you find it silly?

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY



New Kid – Gr. 5-6
•
• RSL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
• RSL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how 

the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
• RSL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, se?ngs, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text. 
• RSL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figuraBve language such as metaphors and similes. 
• RSL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a parBcular story, drama, or poem. 
• RSL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
• RSL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
• RSL.5.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 
• RSL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
• RSL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through parBcular details; provide a summary of the text disBnct from personal 

opinions or judgments. 
• RSL.6.3 Describe how a parBcular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 

toward a resoluBon. 
• RSL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figuraBve and connotaBve meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
• RSL.6.5 Analyze how a parBcular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 

theme, se?ng, or plot. 
• RSL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
• RSL.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
• RSFS.5.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. A) Use combined knowledge of all leRer-sound correspondences, 

syllabicaBon paRerns, and morphology to read accurately unfamiliar mulBsyllabic words in context and out of context. 
• RSFS.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. A) Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. B) Read grade-

level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. C) Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recogniBon and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

• WS.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporBng a point of view with reasons and informaBon. A) Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizaBonal structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. B) Provide logically ordered reasons 
that are supported by facts and details. C) Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses. D) Provide a concluding statement or secBon related 
to the opinion presented. 

• WS.5.2 Write informaBve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and informaBon clearly. A) Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 
observaBon and focus, and group related informaBon logically; include forma?ng, illustraBons, and mulBmedia when useful to aiding comprehension. B) 
Develop the topic with facts, definiBons, concrete details, quotaBons, or other informaBon and examples related to the topic. C) Link ideas within and 
across categories of informaBon using words, phrases, and clauses. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. E) Provide a concluding statement or secBon related to the informaBon or explanaBon presented. 

• WS.5.3 Write narraBves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effecBve technique, descripBve details, and clear event sequences. A) 
Orient the reader by establishing a situaBon and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. B) Use 
narraBve techniques, such as dialogue, descripBon, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situaBons. C) 
Use a variety of transiBonal words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. D) Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to 
convey experiences and events precisely. E) Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

• WS.5.4 Produce clear and coherent wriBng in which the development and organizaBon are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through invesBgaBon of different aspects of a topic. 
• WS.5.8 Recall relevant informaBon from experiences or gather relevant informaBon from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase informaBon in 

notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
• WS.5.9 Recall relevant informaBon from experiences or gather relevant informaBon from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase informaBon in 

notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
• WS.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. A) Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

B) Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstraBng an understanding of the topic or text. C) Use 
words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relaBonships among claim(s) and reasons. D) Establish and maintain a formal style. E) Provide a concluding 
statement or secBon that follows from the argument presented. 

• WS.6.2 Write informaBve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and informaBon through the selecBon, organizaBon, and 
analysis of relevant content. A) Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and informaBon, using strategies such as definiBon, classificaBon, comparison/
contrast, and cause/effect; include forma?ng, graphics, and mulBmedia when useful to aiding comprehension. B) Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definiBons, concrete details, quotaBons, or other informaBon and examples. C) Use appropriate transiBons to clarify the relaBonships among ideas and 
concepts. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E) Establish and maintain a formal style. F) Provide 
a concluding statement or secBon that follows from the informaBon or explanaBon presented. 

• WS.6.3 Write narraBves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effecBve technique, relevant descripBve details, and well-structured event 
sequences. A) Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. B) Use narraBve techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and descripBon, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. C) 
Use a variety of transiBon words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shi_s from one Bme frame or se?ng to another. D) Use precise 
words and phrases, relevant descripBve details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. E) Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

• WS.6.4 Produce clear and coherent wriBng in which the development, organizaBon, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a quesBon, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
• WS.6.8 Gather relevant informaBon from mulBple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic informaBon for sources. 
• WS.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informaBonal texts to support analysis, reflecBon, and research. A) Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature.  

B) Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonficBon.
©Classroom Complete Press                    Domain Targets - Common Core State Standards for Language Arts                                       CC2552
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Chapters Four to Five
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. In Chapter 3, Alex asks Jordan if he’s into graphic novels, which Jordan answers that he 
doesn’t know a lot about them. Predict whether you think Jordan will get into graphic 
novels.

2. At the end of Chapter 3, we get a sense that Jordan is struggling between his old and 
new life. This is depicted with the artwork for Chapter 4. Do you think this struggle will 
continue and he’ll have to choose a side?

 

chameleon exhausted production financial
concussion  casting offensive slaughtered

1. Jason had very little sleep and was ___________________ the next morning.

2. There was a ___________________ call for young boys and girls to star in a cereal 
commercial.

3.  The high ticket sales at the box office meant the movie was a ___________________ 
success.

4. Megan is known to be a ___________________ because she changes her personality 
to mimic whoever she’s with.

5. The football team was ___________________ by the end of the game.

6. After the fall, Annabelle had a minor ___________________.

7.  The Lee family was excited to see the latest ___________________ on Broadway.

8. Kyle found the comments to be ___________________.

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.Vocabulary
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 3

Chapter 8
...................WritinG Task # 4

Chapter 6

Book Recommendations
Maury and Drew each have an interaction with Miss Brickner at the Book Fair. Miss Brickner 
recommends the book The Mean Streets of South Uptown: A Gritty Tale of Survival to Maury, 
saying that he will identify with the protagonist, describing him as “[suffering] so much, 
growing up in poverty without a father”. Maury respectfully disagrees, saying his “dad is the 
CEO of a fortune 500 company”. Miss Brickner moves on to recommend the book to Drew.

Miss Brickner is “judging kids by the covers of their books” as Jordan illustrates in his 
sketchbook. This means that Miss Brickner is recommending books to students based on 
how they look rather than what their interests are. By now you know a little bit about Maury 
and Drew. Choose one and find a book to recommend to them. Make sure to read the 
description of the book so that it matches with their interests. Explain why you chose the 
book.

Two Faces of Ms. Rawle
At the beginning of Chapter 6, Andy calls Drew “dawg” in homeroom. Ms. Rawle doesn’t 
say anything to Andy, even though you can see with his body language that it was not 
said in fun. A bit later, Drew calls Jordan “dawg” after they share a heart-to-heart in the 
hall. Their body language is clearly different as they are smiling and sharing a fist bump. 
However, Ms. Rawle’s reaction is much different.

She chooses to single out Drew, first by calling him by the wrong name, and stating that it 
isn’t nice for him to call Jordan “dog”. She says “He’s a human being, NOT a dog.” In Ms. 
Rawle’s eyes, it’s okay for Andy to call someone “dawg”—or how she hears it, “dog”—but it 
isn’t okay for Drew to do the same. Why does she treat Andy differently from Drew?

This situation escalates quickly as Drew defends himself and points out the double standard 
to Ms. Rawle. He also asks that she apologize for continuously calling him by the wrong 
name. Re-write this scene to reflect a more civil discussion.
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Metaphorically Speaking
..................

Go back through the graphic novel and list all the metaphors and similes that 
appear. Choose one of the metaphors and identify its meaning.


