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Activity Six
What’s in Your Backpack?

Imagine you go to school with one of the Thomas children. Cash, Fitch and 
Bird are all very different. They have different interests and hobbies. If you 
saw their backpack in the hall, what would it look like? What kind of pins 
and stickers might be on it? Would Bird proudly have a NASA patch? Maybe 
Cash has an extra water bottle hanging out of his.

You will design a backpack—inside and out—that would be best suited 
for one of the Thomas kids. Draw what the outside will look like. You can 
add colors, patterns, pins and patches. Match each of your choices with 
information you have gathered from the novel. What things make each one 
of them unique?

Inside the bag, you will draw and label what they will carry to school. Fitch 
might have an extra stash of arcade quarters hiding in the bottom of his 
bag. Bird might be carrying an extra pen so she can take notes in class. Be 
sure to label each item you add. Just like Bird’s diagrams, you need to be 
precise. 

Compare your backpack to 
others in your class. How do they 
view each character? Did they 
choose different items? What 
is important to Bird, Fitch, and 
Cash? If you met them in the 
hall, what would you see?

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Five
All Aboard!

Space, the final frontier! Do you dare to explore it? Now you can, with 
your own board game! You will design a board game based on space 
exploration. What will the goal of your game be? Will you land on the Moon? 
Perhaps you will launch a shuttle like the Challenger! 

Your game should meet these criteria: 

 • At least 2 players.
 • Include game pieces and a game board.
 • A way to move around the board.
 • A clear objective.
 • One winner at the end.

Consider doing some research and include facts about space. What planet 
is the largest? What dangers might a space ship come across? You can 
also add fictional parts to your game. Will your players meet aliens? Maybe 
players will have to choose their path.

You will play and teach your game to your classmates. Remember to be a 
good sport and play fairly. You never know, your game may be played in 
every living room in the country one day!

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Four
The Challenge of the Challenger

The Challenger was an actual space shuttle that ended in disaster. Millions 
of people watched it take place on television. It was supposed to be a 
historic mission that ended in tragedy. 

You will research the events of the Challenger. Focus on facts and not 
entirely on personal recounts or experiences. Be sure your research sources 
are verified. You need to find out: 

 • When the launch took place.
 • Where the launch was.
 • Who was onboard?
 • What was the mission?
 • Why did it go wrong?

The Challenger shuttle was an 
engineering disaster. There are proven 
reasons why the mission failed. When 
researching, it makes good sense 
to cross check with other sources. 
This means you should be sure that 
more than one source says the same 
thing. You can use the Internet or 
books to find information. Looking for 
other ways to show what you know? 
Consider writing a poem, a song, or 
a brochure! You can also provide a 
written report. Take time to dive into 
history!

...................Student Worksheet
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Design Your Own Mission Team

Imagine you are going to Mars. It will be an incredible space journey! When 
you arrive, you will have to live on Mars for two months. You will be on a team 
of six people. Your team will have to survive without any help from Earth. You 
must decide how you will handle your food, research, and maintain the space 
station and shuttle. Who would be best to help you?

You can decide who will go to Mars with you. They can be either celebrities, 
people you know, or people you love the most! Think about what each person 
is good at. They can be from present day or in the past. How will they help you? 
What skills do they bring? Consider what job they will do. Once you have your 
team, what will be your role? 

Create a snapshot of your crew. Each team member entry should include a 
photo and badge. It should have their name and position on it. Each badge 
will have a brief description of what their job is. How will your team survive on 
Mars? Go above and beyond and draw a picture of your space station. Get 
ready to make your home on Mars!

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
A Bird’s View

Bird loves to create diagrams. She draws detailed pictures and instructions. 
One of her talents is figuring out how things work. In her brain, she is able to 
think about how each piece of an item is part of a system. Can you do this 
easily? Do you like to know why things work a certain way?

You will recreate a diagram, just like Bird. Choose any item that you like. You 
may want to focus on everyday objects or things you know a lot about. Do 
you love cards? Think about how an engine operates. Maybe you will do a 
detailed sketch of your favorite toy. 

Your drawing should include:
 • Labels of each part.
 • Straight lines created with a ruler.
 • Shading.
 • Insets that show a zoomed in view.

There are fascinating machines and gizmos all around us! The simple things 
that we use every day can hold a lot of surprises! Get to know your world 
better by taking a Bird’s view!

...................Student Worksheet
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Totally Rad in the 80s!

The ’80s were years of great change in North America. New technology was 
everywhere! Space was being explored and the beginning of computers 
were taking off. There were lots of trends too. Bright colors, big hair and 
advertising ruled the day. People were watching the Challenger mission and 
humans were keen on space travel. 

You will research some big inventions of the ’80s. What was the most 
important creation of the ’80s? Was it video games? The first computer? 
Perhaps a medical advancement? Decide what invention made the 
biggest impact on our lives today. 

There are many ways you can show your learning. Some ways to present 
your research could include:
 • A brochure.
 • A video commercial.
 • A photo collage with labels.
 • A written report.
 • A digital slideshow.

As you learn about your radical 80s invention, be sure you know:
 • What the invention is.
 • Who invented it.
 • What problem did it solve? 
 • How did it help people?
 • Why was it successful?

If you would like to go into the topic deeper, think about what it’s like today. 
What has replaced this invention? Is it still the same as it was decades ago? 
Add your findings to the project. Learn about the 80s, it’s totally cool!

Activity One
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Erin Entrada Kelly

• Erin identifies as Filipino-American.

• Her novel, Hello, Universe, won a Newbery Medal.

• Erin’s favorite word is “peculiar”.

Did You Know?

rin Entrada Kelly is a children’s author 
who loves to be in the library. In fact, 
it’s her favorite place to write! Before 
she started writing kid’s books, Erin 

was a journalist and worked as an editor for 
magazines. She has also received awards for 
community service. Erin also teaches writing 
classes to college students. 

Some of her books are based on her 
real life. In an interview, she said that her 
book Blackbird Fly was a lot like her own 
experiences. When she was a kid, she was the 
only Asian in her school. Like her character, 
she experienced bullying. 

Erin is a dog lover who enjoys all sorts of 
animals. She likes to play video games and 
watch scary movies. As a student, she said 
she liked recess the best! In one interview, 
Erin talks about how she likes to give a voice 
to characters who are quiet or not typical 
heroes. Her writing has won many awards and 
she has been on the New York Times bestseller 
list. She believes that it’s important to let kids 
choose what they want to read. 

E

NAME: 
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2. Number the events from 1 to  6 in the order they occurred in these Chapters.

 a) The Challenger launch has been rescheduled.

 b) Judith Resnik assures Bird the mission will “touch the future”.

 c)  The classes write astrograms.

 d)  Classes discuss why the Challenger mission is important. 

 e)  Cash starts studying for Earth Science to maintain his grade.

 f )  Cash asks to be on the track team.

1. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a) Bird got a place in the auditorium.

T  F  b) Cash gets to be an all-star starter on the basketball team.

T  F  c) Fitch believes in life outside of Earth. 

T  F  d) The Thomas family all starts to eat at the table. 

T  F  e) Now that she knows of Devonte’s crush, Bird feels nervous.  

T  F  f) Bird feels anxious thinking about a human’s place in the universe.

Chapters Eleven to Twelve
(Monday, January 20, 1986 to Thursday, January 23, 1986)

NAME: 

...................Before You Read
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Chapters Five to Six
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. How do you think Bird’s after school hangout with Dani will go?

2. Will Cash win over Penny?

 

ingenious discreetly craned consensus
striding  dismissively mortal entourage

1. He ________________ his neck to get a better view of the new student.

2. She ________________ tucked the stolen necklace into her bag.

3. We all have to come to a ________________ before we order the pizza.

4. They were a huge ________________ after the concert.

5. It was an ________________ idea to move the furniture out of the room. 

6. The animals were ________________ toward us from across the field. 

7. The ________________ knight was friends with the wise old elf.

8. She looked at him ________________.

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.Vocabulary

(Tuesday, January 7, 1986 to Wednesday, January 8, 1986)

NAME: 
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.  

1. How did Fitch feel about his interaction with Amanda?

2. When did Fitch realize something was wrong with the launch?

3. Why was Cash surprised by his classmates?

4. After the explosion happened, both Fitch and Cash realize their sister is distressed. What 
does that say about their relationship?

5. Why might the explosion be more impactful for Ms. Salonga?

6. How did the brothers show Bird they cared?

Bird, like many others, was anxiously waiting to watch the 
shuttle launch. She had put a lot of energy into researching 
the mission. She watched her hero—Judith Resnik—pass away 
on television. Bird’s dreams of being a female mission control 
specialist are hanging on by a thread. Write about a time 
when you experienced disappointment. What were you looking 
forward to? How did you deal when things didn’t work out as 
planned?

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Fifteen to Sixteen
(Monday, January 27, 1986 to Tuesday, January 28, 1986)
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Chapters 7 to 8
...................WritinG Task # 4

Chapters 7 to 8

Man Vs. Machine
One of Ms. Salonga’s assignments is to compare humans to machines. Just like the 
students in her class, you will make a pros and cons list for both. What advantages do 
each have? What are some downsides? How do you see machines’ place in the world? 
How do humans affect the world around them?

Free Advice for Cash
Cash has a crush on his classmate, Penny. When she signs his cast, he is excited! He is 
excited until she has written the name of her boyfriend. In anger, Cash later tells Penny 
his thoughts on her choice of date. He comes across as rude and mean. If you could 
give Cash advice, what would it be? Mr. Thomas gave him some pointers, but it did not 
go as planned. Write a message to Cash advising what he should do in order to be 
respectful to Penny.

(Saturday, January 11, 1986 to Monday, January 13, 1986)

(Saturday, January 11, 1986 to Monday, January 13, 1986)

NAME: 
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Comprehension Quiz
8. Bird draws two family diagrams: the Thomas and the Logan family. How are the 

drawings different?  

9. What do the Logan family always try to come to?   

10. How do the Thomas parents argue? 

11. When he sees his Mom’s car at school, what does Cash plan to do? 

12. How does Ms. Salonga show she cares?   

13. What were some “downsides” of humans? 

14. After the explosion, what did Cash notice about the Thomas house?

2

SUBTOTAL:          /13

1

2

1

2

3

2
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards. 

amends giddy mantra reality
astute horizon molecule squinting
cosmic imperceptible monotone striding
droning lunatic patron vague
gasp malfunction portal

S G P L U N A T I C E M P L S M I

A G A S P E S M E A R O N G O A M

I S T K T L E A O F A L D I R L P

B H R I I E S N N G E E R D R F E

L E O N B G O T E S G C E D O U R

U N N K B A F R A E N U A Y V N C

R L J Y D N R A E T R L L E A C E

F O U P O R T A L A I E I R G T P

C I S F R I O M D L S N T D U I T

O H O R I Z O N E E G T Y R E O I

S G H R A D Y D I L U I U O I N B

M F R X A Z Y S H N L M L T R S L

I S T R I D I N G E G O B O E M E

C N F O R M S E N O T O N O M D S

S Q U I N T I N G K A M E N D S N
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Do you have what it takes for the next space mission? Could you be on a 
space station for years? Bird and her peers study the crew of the Challenger. 
Why do you think they were chosen for the mission? What must an astronaut 

have to go into space? On the outline below, record traits of an astronaut. 
Put their skills—like math—on the outside of their uniform. Personality traits—
like bravery—will be written inside. Aim to have at least 10 things that make 

astronauts stand out. Will you be next?

Traits of an Astronaut
..................

Personality
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. a

2. c

3. b

4. d

5. d

6. b

1.

 a) friend

b) plain

c) god

d) music box     

e) phone book

2.

a) momentarily

b) rummaged

c) entitled

d) ominous     

e) disobedient

f) unfathomable

 

1.  
It was supposed to calm 
her when she was upset, 
but during her parent’s 

arguments it didn’t work. 

2.
No, since Fitch was unable 

to speak and hung up. 

3.
He was singing a song 

about basketballer Larry 
Bird, and she thought he 

was calling her. 

4.
Mr. Thomas doesn’t think 
men and women should 
be in space together as 
they may not be able to 

get along and women are 
temperamental. 

5.
No one notices you when 
your family is arguing, you 
can take the keys to the 

car and slip outside. 

6.  
He tried to call Amanda 
to apologize and he did 

apologize to Bird.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary
Sentences will vary. 

 

 

1.

a) launch

b) cautiously
c) happen

d) belly     

e) wrong
f) dimmed
g) moment
h) universe
i) surreal

j) kids
k) classes

l) recognized

m) moment

2.

a)  4 B    b)  4 A

c)  4 C    d)  4 A

 
 

 

He really 
believes in 

his apology 
and feels 
relieved 
he has tried to make 

amends.
 2.

He sees Bird fleeing from 
the gym. 

3.
Cash can’t believe 

someone would laugh 
about a shuttle exploding.

4.
They are closer and more 
aware of each other than 

she thought; they both 
care about her. 

5.
She had tried very hard 
to be on the shuttle as a 

“Teacher in Space”.

6.  
They waited for her after 

school and walked in 
stride with each other. 

1.

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© We Dream of Space  CC2557
31

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. How was the music box supposed to help Bird? Did it work?

2. When Fitch calls Amanda, did it go as planned?

3. What was the unfortunate coincidence between Mr. Thomas’s song and Bird?

4. How does Mr. Thomas feel about men and women in space?

5. What are some benefits of being invisible?

6. How is Fitch trying to make things better?

All of the siblings have different ways of coping when they 
feel down. Bird draws diagrams, Fitch listens to music and 
Cash watches sports. When you’re feeling upset, what do you 
do to make yourself feel better? Are there certain activities 
you like to do? Do you take a rest? Is there music that calms 
you? Describe ways that you put yourself in a better mood.

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen
(Friday, January 24, 1986 to Sunday, January 26, 1986)

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY



We Dream of Space – Gr. 5-6
•
• RSL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
• RSL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how 

the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
• RSL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, se?ngs, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text. 
• RSL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figuraBve language such as metaphors and similes. 
• RSL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a parBcular story, drama, or poem. 
• RSL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
• RSL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
• RSL.5.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 
• RSL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
• RSL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through parBcular details; provide a summary of the text disBnct from personal 

opinions or judgments. 
• RSL.6.3 Describe how a parBcular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 

toward a resoluBon. 
• RSL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figuraBve and connotaBve meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
• RSL.6.5 Analyze how a parBcular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 

theme, se?ng, or plot. 
• RSL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
• RSL.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
• RSFS.5.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. A) Use combined knowledge of all leRer-sound correspondences, 

syllabicaBon paRerns, and morphology to read accurately unfamiliar mulBsyllabic words in context and out of context. 
• RSFS.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. A) Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. B) Read grade-

level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. C) Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recogniBon and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

• WS.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporBng a point of view with reasons and informaBon. A) Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizaBonal structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. B) Provide logically ordered reasons 
that are supported by facts and details. C) Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses. D) Provide a concluding statement or secBon related 
to the opinion presented. 

• WS.5.2 Write informaBve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and informaBon clearly. A) Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 
observaBon and focus, and group related informaBon logically; include forma?ng, illustraBons, and mulBmedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
B) Develop the topic with facts, definiBons, concrete details, quotaBons, or other informaBon and examples related to the topic. C) Link ideas within and 
across categories of informaBon using words, phrases, and clauses. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. E) Provide a concluding statement or secBon related to the informaBon or explanaBon presented. 

• WS.5.3 Write narraBves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effecBve technique, descripBve details, and clear event sequences.  
Orient the reader by establishing a situaBon and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. B) Use 
narraBve techniques, such as dialogue, descripBon, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situaBons. C) 
Use a variety of transiBonal words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. D) Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to 
convey experiences and events precisely. E) Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

• WS.5.4 Produce clear and coherent wriBng in which the development and organizaBon are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through invesBgaBon of different aspects of a topic. 
• WS.5.8 Recall relevant informaBon from experiences or gather relevant informaBon from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase informaBon in 

notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
• WS.5.9 Recall relevant informaBon from experiences or gather relevant informaBon from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase informaBon in 

notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
• WS.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. A) Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

B) Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstraBng an understanding of the topic or text. C) Use 
words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relaBonships among claim(s) and reasons. D) Establish and maintain a formal style. E) Provide a concluding 
statement or secBon that follows from the argument presented. 

• WS.6.2 Write informaBve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and informaBon through the selecBon, organizaBon, and 
analysis of relevant content. A) Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and informaBon, using strategies such as definiBon, classificaBon, comparison/
contrast, and cause/effect; include forma?ng, graphics, and mulBmedia when useful to aiding comprehension. B) Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definiBons, concrete details, quotaBons, or other informaBon and examples. C) Use appropriate transiBons to clarify the relaBonships among ideas and 
concepts. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E) Establish and maintain a formal style. F) Provide 
a concluding statement or secBon that follows from the informaBon or explanaBon presented. 

• WS.6.3 Write narraBves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effecBve technique, relevant descripBve details, and well-structured event 
sequences. A) Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. B) Use narraBve techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and descripBon, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. C) 
Use a variety of transiBon words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shi_s from one Bme frame or se?ng to another. D) Use precise 
words and phrases, relevant descripBve details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. E) Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

• WS.6.4 Produce clear and coherent wriBng in which the development, organizaBon, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• WS.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a quesBon, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
• WS.6.8 Gather relevant informaBon from mulBple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic informaBon for sources. 
• WS.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informaBonal texts to support analysis, reflecBon, and research. A) Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature.  

B) Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonficBon.
©Classroom Complete Press                    Domain Targets - Common Core State Standards for Language Arts                                       CC2557
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Chapters Five to Six
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. How do you think Bird’s after school hangout with Dani will go?

2. Will Cash win over Penny?

 

ingenious discreetly craned consensus
striding  dismissively mortal entourage

1. He ________________ his neck to get a better view of the new student.

2. She ________________ tucked the stolen necklace into her bag.

3. We all have to come to a ________________ before we order the pizza.

4. They were a huge ________________ after the concert.

5. It was an ________________ idea to move the furniture out of the room. 

6. The animals were ________________ toward us from across the field. 

7. The ________________ knight was friends with the wise old elf.

8. She looked at him ________________.

Complete each sentence with a word from the list.Vocabulary

(Tuesday, January 7, 1986 to Wednesday, January 8, 1986)
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Chapters 7 to 8
...................WritinG Task # 4

Chapters 7 to 8

Man Vs. Machine
One of Ms. Salonga’s assignments is to compare humans to machines. Just like the 
students in her class, you will make a pros and cons list for both. What advantages do 
each have? What are some downsides? How do you see machines’ place in the world? 
How do humans affect the world around them?

Free Advice for Cash
Cash has a crush on his classmate, Penny. When she signs his cast, he is excited! He is 
excited until she has written the name of her boyfriend. In anger, Cash later tells Penny 
his thoughts on her choice of date. He comes across as rude and mean. If you could 
give Cash advice, what would it be? Mr. Thomas gave him some pointers, but it did not 
go as planned. Write a message to Cash advising what he should do in order to be 
respectful to Penny.
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Do you have what it takes for the next space mission? Could you be on a 
space station for years? Bird and her peers study the crew of the Challenger. 
Why do you think they were chosen for the mission? What must an astronaut 

have to go into space? On the outline below, record traits of an astronaut. 
Put their skills—like math—on the outside of their uniform. Personality traits—
like bravery—will be written inside. Aim to have at least 10 things that make 

astronauts stand out. Will you be next?

Traits of an Astronaut
..................

Personality
Traits

Skills Skills

Other


