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Marty does a lot of work around the house, but he does not get paid for it, or get an 
allowance. 
Do you receive an allowance? Do you help out around the house? If so, list the chores you 
are responsible for. If not, explain reasons why. 

What is your favorite chore and why?

  

What is your least favorite chore and why? 

Ask 3 girls in your class what their favorite chore is and if they get ‘paid’.

Now ask 3 boys in your class what their favorite chore is and if they get ‘paid’.

Based on your fi ndings, what are the favorite chores and what are the least-favorite chores?

Based on your fi ndings, do most kids get paid for doing their chores? Why or why not?

If you could choose to do any ONE chore, what would it be and why?

Activity Six
MONEY AND CHORES 

FREE!    
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Activity Five
HUNTING LAWS IN YOUR REGION 

Marty knows that Judd hunted out-of-season and that if the new game warden ever 
found out, Judd would be in serious trouble. 

Where do you live and under which jurisdiction do your hunting rules and regulations fall?

What type of hunting is practiced in your region? 

When are the different hunting seasons?

Explain why rules and regulations exist for hunters? 

How many different types of hunting are there? 

If you had the opportunity to sit down and ask a hunter some questions, what 4 questions 
would you ask him or her (that you don’t already know)?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.
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Marty’s father is a postal worker. He cases and delivers mail. He works in the country 
and he delivers mail from his truck. Most houses have boxes along the side of the road 
rather than a mailbox on their door. 

Where is your mailbox located?

When was the last time you received mail? What type of mail was it?

When was the last time you wrote a letter? To whom did you write your letter? Did they write 
back? 

How far is the nearest post offi ce? How often do you go there? 

What types of mail do you receive at your house? 

Who gets the most mail? Who gets the least mail?

How much is it to mail a postcard within your country? A letter? Are all letters the same 
price?

Do you know how much it is to mail a letter to another country in North America? How long 
would it take to mail a letter there?

Activity Four
THE POSTAL SERVICE
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Shiloh is Marty’s “adopted” dog. Marty must tell lies to his parents and neighbors, and 
steal food for the dog as well. Owning a dog has a lot of responsibilities.
Do you have a dog? If so, what type? What is his or her name? 

What different types of dogs are there? 

What are some unique qualities dogs share that make them ‘man’s best friend’?

What similarities and differences are there between your dog and Shiloh?  

SIMILARITIES DIFFERENCES

Based on your fi ndings, which dog is easier to care for? Why? 

Activity Three
MY PET DOG
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Write the name of your town, village or city.

How did your town, village or city get its name?

How many years ago was it discovered?

What businesses, factories, or companies are found there?

What major changes have happened in your town, village or city in the past few years?

What changes would you like to see done?

What is your favorite thing about your town, village or city?

What is your least favorite thing about your town, village or city?

One day when you grow older and have children of your own, will you want to raise your 
family in this town, village or city? Explain your answer.

Activity Two
THE HISTORY OF YOUR TOWN, VILLAGE OR CITY
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Activity One
PHYLLIS REYNOLDS NAYLOR

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor is the author of Shiloh and over 150 books. What other books have 
you read written by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor? 

Which would interest you more? A series about a young adolescent girl named Alice, a series 
about witches, or a series about battles between boys and girls?

  

What factors would make you choose one series over another? 

If your dream is to become a writer, what questions would you ask Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
about her writing career?

What tips would you expect to hear from Phyllis Reynolds Naylor?

  

  

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor has received over 10 000 rejection slips from different publishing 
companies. What does this tell you about the famous author and the writing industry?

Do you predict she will write another book? Why or why not?
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Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

S he was born on January 4, 1933 in 
Anderson, Indiana.

She is the middle child of a brother and sister. 
One of the family’s favorite activities was reading 
books and stories together. Her career as a writer 
started when she was in elementary school. 
Teachers often asked her to write special poems 
for various occasions. She was also the family 
author, writing and illustrating stories to be read 
aloud by her father.

Phyllis Reynolds wrote a story for her church 
newspaper, after being asked to by her Sunday 
school teacher. Some time after that story was 
published, she received her first check of $4.67. The rest, as they say, is history.

In high school, Phyllis continued writing and publishing in various styles. In 1951, she married 
and moved to Chicago. Five years after their marriage, her husband became mentally ill. 
They divorced eight years later. She later married Rex Naylor, a speech pathologist, and 
had two children. She continued writing on various subjects, such as the death of a parent, 
divorce, the supernatural, and loosing one’s religious faith. She also wrote comic novels, 
serious and funny stories about children and animals, and several novel series.

Along with being a writer, she has also worked as an elementary school teacher, an assistant 
executive secretary, and an editorial assistant. She writes for both children and adults. She has 
written over 130 books and 2000 articles and stories, and has no plans to stop writing.

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor is an author you are likely to hear and read a lot 
about.

Did You Know? •	The Galloping Goat and Other Stories, Abingdon Press, 1965, 
was Phyllis’ first published book.

•	Her	own	favorite	book	is	Unexpected Pleasures.

•	She	got	her	inspiration	from	her	parents	and	her	teachers.
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Chapter Nine

a) Marty is now in a daze as to what to do. 

b) Ma showed up at Shiloh’s pen.  

c) Marty’s holding Shiloh while bawling.

d) The big German Shepard hurt Shiloh.

e) Ma gave Marty one day to fi gure things out.

f) Marty is happy to share his secret.

g)  Marty’s plan isn’t good because he’s scared the ‘new’ owner might

be worse than Judd.

1. Use the words in the box to answer each question. 

fl ashlight    grease    money

secret      sign     squash 

a) What does Marty’s Dad use to wash the oil off his arms?

b) What does Dad tell Marty to bring when they hear Shiloh cry?

c) What does Marty keep as leftover that tipped-off Ma?

d)  What resources does Marty use? 

e) How is Marty going to advertise for the dog?

f)  What does Marty and Ma now have?

2.  Number the events from  1   to 7   in the order they occurred. 
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Chapter Nine
1.   Describe what you think Ma’s reaction will be. Will she get angry and upset or will she 

understand? 

2.   What do you think of Marty’s animal care? What would you do differently?  What would 

you do the same?

Vocabulary

Somehow the entire compound words in this section separated. Use a word from the fi rst box 
along with a word from the second box to form all the compound words from this section.  
Some words can be used twice.

some door sisters
bath card my
no shoe any
fl ash fore

way body light
room ville laces
board self head
where thing

1.   7. 

2.   8. 

3.   9. 

4.  10. 

5.  11. 

6.  12. 
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Chapter Nine
Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1.  If you were Marty, what would you do now?

2.  What do you think Dad will say to Marty’s mother? 

3.  Why doesn’t Marty know if he’s soaped up and washed or not? 

4.   How do you think Marty’s plans have changed now?

5.   Can you relate to how Marty is feeling? What would you do?

6.   How do you predict Judd will fi nd out about Shiloh’s incident? How do you predict Judd 

will react to this news?

If Marty had not made a pen for Shiloh, Shiloh would not 
have gotten attacked by the big German Shepherd. Write 
2-3 paragraphs describing how Shiloh’s life would be 
different if Marty had given him back to Judd. For Shiloh’s 
sake, where is the best place for this dog and why?

Journal Activity
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WritinG Task #

Chapters 7 to 8

3

4

Imagine that you are going to open up your very own catering company 
designed for animals. You will need to develop a menu, fi lled with eggs, 
meat, squash and all the other good ingredients Marty fed Shiloh.

Find yourself a creative company name. Create a menu and write your 
recipes. Can you be the next writer to create the next best doggie 
cookie?

Chapters 9 to 11

WritinG Task #...................

WritinG Task #...................

In Chapters Ten and Eleven, the big German Shepard attacks Shiloh. 
Think back in your life to the last big challenge or tragedy you faced.

Write about how you were (both thoughts and actions) before this 
incident. Then write about the incident itself. What happened? What 
were your thoughts during the incident? Use as many descriptive words 
as possible.

Analyze what happened and how this incident changed you (either 
mentally or physically) after. Are you proud of your reaction? Why or why 
not? What would you do differently?

WritinG Task #
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Comprehension Quiz
Answer each question in a complete sentence.

3

2

2

2

2

25

SUBTOTAL:       /15

2

2

1. How did Marty feel about Judd Travers? List three reasons why.

 

 

2. What was the dog’s real name? What did Marty call him?

 

 

3. What does Marty’s dad do for a living? Give both answers.

 

 

4. Marty had to give Shiloh leftovers. Name four items Marty fed Shiloh.

 

 

5. Who really owns Shiloh? Why does Shiloh run away?

 

 

6. At the beginning of the book, how is Marty going to fi nd money to buy Shiloh? 

At the end of the book, what did Marty do to buy Shiloh?

 

 

7. With whom does Marty share his secret before the accident? With whom 

does Marty share the secret after he and his Dad bring Shiloh to Doc 

Murphy’s after the accident?
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, 
vertically, diagonally, and some are even written backwards.

Word Search

ANTIBIOTICS
BUCK
BURRS
CATALOG
DETOUR
ENTHUSIASM
FEEBLE
FORGIVENESS
GLORIFY
LAME
LEFTOVER
LEGAL
MAIL
OMISSION
POSSUM
QUARREL
RECOGNIZE
SHRIEKS
SNARL
SQUALLER
SUSPICIOUS
SYCAMORE
SYMPATHY
THRUST
TICK
TURPENTINE
WARBLE
WARDEN
WELTS
WITNESS

W X D G R N S L T K N F Y N Q E J S

P I U C I O E U D S O J E E U L T Q

L E T S P R M I O R U D K C U B C U
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Q L A F N M U S S O P O P S A V N R

E N X E M S A I S U H T N E U L E G

Z A S J K N B Y H T A P M Y S S P V

P S I S T K T L G I N A U D U B R U

N M M N Z R L D T X T L F E P C U W

G V U B A N X J M K I Q H T T T T M

H I O U M R A G T X B F Y O C Z C E

I D R R R B K M Y T I G O U S F Z S

T H O T H K H J F X O I O R N I Y E

L E F T O V E R I S T R X L N C W L

S H R I E K S K R N I S C G A E Q I

B U R R S C C H O A C K O M L T J B

F F M O N I E Y L R S C O T G J A B

L S M Q T H L P G L E R S S C J D C

A G R D T H M G W R E V K G F I Q O
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1.
Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
2.

Vocabulary

1. d)

2. b)

3. a)

4. f)

5. c)

6. e)

b) C✔

c) A✔

d) C✔

e) B✔

a) B✔

1.

2.

 a)  T

 b)  F

 c)  F

 d)  F 

 e)  T 

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

6.

Answers will vary, the 
dog was mistreated.

Answers will vary.

1-Judd cheated 
Mr Wallace at the 
cash, 2-Judd spits 

tobacco, 3-Judd sat 
in front of Marty at the 
Jordan Globe of Death 
Motorcycle, 4-Judd kills 
animals out-of-season.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

2.

Answers will vary.

1.

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c)

2. d)

3. a)

4. c)

5. d)

1.
a. whistle

b.  delivers

c. ticks

d.  lightning 

bugs

e. butterfl y

f. starved

g. magazines

h. shed

i. possum

j. nothing

a) C  b) B
c) A  d) C

2.

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.
Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

He was quiet and 
thoughtful.

Answers will vary.

6.
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Chapters One to Two
Answer each question with a complete sentence.

1. Why do you think the dog followed Marty home?

2. Marty and his family ate rabbit for dinner on Sunday. Have you ever tried rabbit? If yes, 

what did you think of it? If not, would you try it? Why or why not? 

3. Recall the four (4) reasons why Marty doesn’t like Judd Travers.

4. How would you react if your Dad shot a rabbit?

5. Have you ever found a stray animal? What animal was it? What happened?

6. Do you think it was a good idea to give Shiloh back to Judd Travers? Why or why not?

Making a decision is not always easy. Write about a time 
in your life where you had to make a decision. How did 
you come up with your decision? What steps did you 
take? What obstacles did you face? What did you learn 
from making this decision?

Journal Activity

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Activity Six
SURVIVAL!

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

Lucky seems almost obsessed with putting together the perfect 

survival kit, doesn’t she? She seems to be always thinking of things 

to include or take away from a backpack that is already very full. Of 

course getting lost in a dust storm in the middle of the Mojave Desert 

is no laughing matter, and many of the items in Lucky’s survival kit did 

come in very handy.

Your task will be to put together a survival kit. 

First – choose a habitat. It can be the Mojave Desert, the woods of 

northern Canada, the Amazon Rainforest, the Rocky Mountains – or 

another location of your choosing. It must be a habitat far-removed 

from civilization.

Imagine now that you must survive alone in this environment for seven 

days and seven nights. You are to fi ll a backpack like Lucky’s with 

items to help you survive. You may not include a cell phone or rescue 

device.

Consider your environment. What season is it? What is the weather 

usually like there? Will extra clothing be necessary? Netting to keep 

away insects? Food? Water? Shelter? Fire-making equipment?

Remember – you may take as many items as you wish – provided they 

all fi t into a standard backpack.

Good luck!

FREE!    
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Activity Five
AN ALTERNATE ENDING

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

The conclusion of The Higher Power of Lucky is quite memorable and 

does an admirable job of piecing together a number of loose ends. 

What is quite effective as well is how it leaves the reader wondering 

about other issues (i.e. Will Lucky’s dad ever be a part of her life?; 

Will Brigitte’s restaurant succeed?; Will Lucky’s friendship with Lincoln 

blossom?; How will Miles cope?).

What if Susan Patron had woken up on the wrong side of the bed 

on the day she wrote the novel’s concluding chapters? What if the 

story didn’t end the way it is described in these pages, but had taken 

another turn in the road? Although we will never know the answers 

to these questions, you will be given the opportunity to put your 

imagination to work in coming up with what might have happened if 

the author had decided to write a completely different ending.

If working with a group, brainstorm possible alternative endings to the 

novel. Remember to consider all of the principal characters. From your 

list of ideas choose one ending to present to the class. Write a detailed 

synopsis of your alternate conclusion including as much detail as 

possible. After presenting it to the class, you may wish to get their input 

as to additional changes that might be made to further improve your 

alternative ending.

Have fun!
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Activity Four
TOURIST BROCHURE

Most areas of the world are always anxious to attract visitors and tourists to their 

locale. Whether it be a small Arctic village or a wildforest preserve in the Amazon 

jungle, tourist dollars can be a real boost to the local economy.

In The Higher Power of Lucky a number of unique locations are featured:

 • California

 • Mojave Desert

 • Hard Pan

 • France!

Each of these locations offers a wide assortment of unique attractions for 

travelers – even the little town of Hard Pan (population 43).

Your task is to create a brochure designed to attract tourists to the location of 

your choice. It is quite likely that different people might be attracted to Hard Pan 

than would be attracted to a visit to France. Who would be the best audience 

for your brochure?

A good starting point might be to study a few brochures and collect some ideas 

regarding layout, and what they typically include. Next, rough out some ideas (a 

picture or two, pertinent information, etc.). 

Your fi nal product should be professional-looking. Include at least one picture, a 

map, prices, and feature a number of attractions which should draw people to 

your location (these might include museums, accommodations, restaurants, etc.).

Remember, many businesses rely on the tourist trade for survival – it is up to you 

to create an appealing brochure that will draw people from all over the world to 

their place of business!

© The Higher Power of Lucky CC2512
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Activity Three
HARD PAN CAFÉ

The last couple of chapters of The Higher Power of Lucky reveal Brigitte’s plans 

to open a restaurant in Hard Pan – much to the relief of Lucky and all the other 

residents of the little town. 

It would probably be a lot of fun to be a restaurant owner – and a lot of work! 

Much thought would have to go into the facility, layout of the restaurant, staff, 

hours of business, furnishings and supplies . . . Putting together a suitable menu 

would no doubt require a lot of creativity and knowledge of the tastes of potential 

customers.

Your task will be to give Brigitte some help in planning her menu for the Hard Pan 
Café. A good starting point might be to take a look at a few sample menus of 

cafes in your area (or on the internet). 

You should consider categories such as:

 • drinks

 • breakfast items

 • lunch items

 • entrees (for dinner)

 • desserts

You should also give some thought to pricing for each item.

Make your menu as neat and presentable as possible. It should include an 

attractive cover and two pages inside. Doing it on a computer would be a good 

idea. You might consider including a suitable graphic or two. 

“A well-run restaurant is like a winning baseball team. It makes the most of 

every crew member’s talent and takes advantage of every split-second 

opportunity to speed up service.” ~ David Ogilvy
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Activity Two
SNAKES

Consider this...

Even if a snake is not 

poisonous, it should pretend to 

be venomous.”

~ Chanakya quotes

This activity can be done with students working in small groups. 

Brigitte is not a lover of snakes, is she? When one crawls into her dryer, she almost 

dies of fright. Fortunately it is only a red 

racer and not the poisonous rattlesnake 

or sidewinder – also found in the Mojave 

Desert. However, even red racers should be 

handled with caution – especially the larger 

ones. They do bite!

There are a lot of dangerous creatures 

found in this area of the world. There are also 

lots of creatures (like the red racer snake) which might not be deadly – but are 

very scary.

Reptiles of the Mojave Desert are represented by two different orders:

 • lizards and snakes

 • turtles

Your task is to investigate one of the reptiles found in the Mojave Desert. You may 

choose a lizard, a snake, OR a turtle.

Examples of lizards found on the Mojave include: chuckwalla, desert iguana, 

collared lizard, whiptail lizard and the long-nosed leopard lizard. Some of the 

snakes include: Mojave rattlesnake, rosy boa, sidewinder, spotted leaf-nosed 

snake and the coachwhip. Varieties of turtles are not as abundant – varieties 

include the tortoise and the western pond turtle.

Prepare an information sheet on one of the above creatures or 

another species of reptile found in the Mojave Desert. Include 

a picture, a description, diet, particular habitat, life history, and 

any other important information you wish to include. 

© The Higher Power of Lucky CC2512
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The Higher Power of Lucky makes reference to a number of frightening insects 

that make their homes in hot desert regions. Most people are deathly afraid of 

insects and arachnids (i.e. spiders) and the mere mention of them will make their 

skin crawl. Lucky, however, seems not to mind the insects with whom she comes 

into contact. 

A number of such creatures are mentioned in this novel including:

 • tarantula hawk wasps

 • tarantulas

 • black widow spiders

These are just a few of the multitude

of tiny creatures inhabiting deserts such

as the Mojave.

Other creepy crawlers include: 

 • scorpionss

 • yucca moths

 • locusts

 • darkling beetles

 • harvester ants

 • honeypot ants

Your task is to choose one of these insects (or arachnids). Create an 

information card (similar to a baseball or hockey card) with a description of the 

creature, a picture, any unusual characteristics (i.e. ‘the darkling beetle has a 

hard, white, wing case that refl ects the Sun’s energy’), and other information you 

fi nd interesting. 

Activity One
INSECTS OF THE DESERT

Consider this...

A locust is a special type of grasshopper. 

They travel from place to place, eating 

all the plants they fi nd. Locusts can 

destroy many crops in a single day.
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Susan Patron
Susan Patron was born in 1948 in Los Angeles, California – not far from 
the setting of The Higher Power of Lucky. 

he was a librarian for the Los Angeles 
Public Library until her retirement in 

2007, and likes to tell people that she has 
spent most of her life – both as a child and 
as an adult -  in the library.  She lives with 
her husband, Rene (a rare book restorer), in 
Los Angeles and in a small cabin in the high 
desert of the Eastern Sierras. 

Susan’s first book, Burgoo Stew, was published 
in 1990. This was followed by three more picture 
books, and then the novel Maybe Yes, Maybe 
No, Maybe Maybe, which won the 1993 Parent’s 
Choice Award. In 2007, she won the Newbery 
Award for The Higher Power of Lucky. She is 
presently working on a sequel to The Higher 
Power of Lucky called Lucky Breaks.

Although Susan considers herself to be a slow 
reader she loves to read and particularly enjoys 
the books of Nancy Farmer. Susan reviews 
children’s literature, has taught and lectured 
on the subject, and has served on boards and 
committees in the field.

S

•		Susan is married to a rare book restorer.  His name is René.

•  Susan lives with her husband in a small cabin in the high 
desert of the Eastern Sierras.

•		When not at work, Susan writes, reads, and makes flaming 
desserts.

Did You Know..?
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen
 
 

2. Number the events from 1   to  6   in the order they occurred in the 
chapters.

  a)  Brigitte works on her lesson and doesn’t want Lucky to interrupt her.

  b) Brigitte goes to Dot’s to borrow her pliers.

  c)  Lucky eavesdrops at the Smokers Anonymous meeting. 

  d)  Lucky goes to bed and pretends she is asleep when Brigitte comes 

in to say good night.

  e) Lucky breaks the parsley grinder.

  f) Lucky snoops in Brigitte’s suitcase and fi nds her passport.

 1. 

T F a) Lucky got the day off on Saturday.

T F b)   As Lucky eavesdropped on the reading from Twelve Steps and Twelve 

Traditions, she listened for information on how to fi nd your higher power.

T F c)  The two people Lucky listened to at the Smokers Anonymous meeting

were Short Sammy and Dot.

T F d)  Brigitte didn’t particularly think parsley was essential at meals, but Lucky 

insisted that she sprinkle it on just about everything they ate.

T F e)  Finding Brigitte’s passport made Lucky realize that Brigitte was returning

to France.

T F f)  Lucky also realized that her survival kit couldn’t protect her from all the

bad things in the world.

Circle      if the statement is TRUE or      if it is FALSE.T    F 
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen
1.  Lucky talks a lot about fi nding her “higher power” in this novel. What do you think she 

means by this?  

2.  Why do you think it is important for Lucky to fi nd her higher power? 

Vocabulary

Choose a word from the list to complete each defi nition.

 frustrated abandoned mournful administration mucus

 essential horrifying dignifi ed tradition churn 

1. Something which is really scary is .

2. A  can be handed down from generation to generation.

3. When your stomach is upset it will often .

4. An item that is absolutely necessary is  .

5.   If you are fi lled with disappointment you are probably feeling . 

6. Something or someone who has been left behind has been . 

7.   is another word for sad or grief.

8.  is a moisture produced by the glands of one’s nasal passages.

9.  is the management of an offi ce or place of business. 

10.  A person who acts in a  manner is said to be noble or proper.
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Chapters Eleven - Thirteen

Lucky is very discouraged about her situation at the end 
of this section. How might her journal entry have looked 
at the end of this day?

Journaling Prompt

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What startling piece of information did Lucky learn when she eavesdropped at the 
Smokers Anonymous meeting?

2. After discovering Brigitte’s passport in her suitcase Lucky fi nally realized when people 
found their Higher Power. According to Lucky, when did this usually happen?

3. What idea did Lucky come up with at the end of Chapter 12 so that she might take 
control of her life?

4. Why do you think Brigitte doesn’t want Lucky to see what she is studying on the 
computer?

5. What course is Brigitte studying online? 

6. Why did Lucky pretend she was asleep when Brigitte fi nally came in to say good night?
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Chapters 1 - 4
 1

2

Anagrams
An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another 
word. For example, the letters in the word SEND can also form the word ENDS. Follow these 
directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the right-hand column. b) Using the 
word in the left-hand column move the letters around in any order, but you must use all the 
letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in the fi rst four chapters of 
The Higher Power of Lucky

Word Anagram Clue
STEP Someone who bugs other people.
HEAT To really dislike someone.
ARMS A planet.
SWEAT Something thrown in the garbage.
DEAL To guide someone somewhere.
KITCHEN To become denser.

Chapters 5 - 8
...................WritinG Task #

WritinG Task #...................

AN ACROSTIC POEM:

In an Acrostic poem, the fi rst letters of each line are aligned vertically to form 
a word. The word often is the subject of the poem.

An example is:
 Lonely girl
 Unloved by her father
 Called “Lucky” by her friends
 Knows a lot about bugs
 Yells at Miles sometimes.

Now try your hand at writing an acrostic poem using the events of Chapters 
5-8 for inspiration. Some suggestions for topics: Miles, Brigitte, Fig Newton, 
France, tarantula, wasp, museum.
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Comprehension Quiz
Answer each question in a complete sentence.

2

2

2

2

2

28

SUBTOTAL:       /14

1. What was the main reason for Lucky eavesdropping on the meetings held at 

the museum?

 

 

2. Describe what happened to Lucky’s mother.

 

 

3. How did Brigitte come into Lucky’s life?

 

 

4. What change did Lincoln make to the warning sign?

 

 

5. What was Lincoln’s obsession?

 

 

6. Describe the following homes: a) Lucky’s b) Short Sammy’s.

 

 

7. Describe how Lucky got rid of the snake in the dryer.

 

 

2

2
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Find the 15 words from the Word Box in the Word Search Puzzle. The words 
are in a straight line, but can be forwards, backwards, or even diagonal.

Word Search Puzzle

ABANDONED

ACTIVATE

ADAPTED

ANONYMOUS

CONSTANT

CREVICE

DECIPHER

DISLODGE

ENZYMES

GUARDIAN

HABITAT

JUMBLE

MOURNFUL

SWEATBAND

URN

A B A N D O N E D Q W E R T S

A N S D F G N A I D R A U G W

Z X O C V B N M Q W E R T Y E

A U R N H A B I T A T Y U I A

A S D F Y A D A P T E D G D T

J C G H J M K L Z X C V I E B

U A T S D F O G H J K S T C A

M P O I I U Y U T R L E N I N

B E S W V E R R S O D F A P D

L Z E X C A V G D H J K T H L

E L M K J Z T G X C V B S E N

Q W Y E R T E E T Y U I N R I

I O Z M O U R N F U L O O Z X

X C N V B N M L K J H G C F D

D S E A S D F G E C I V E R C
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5.

4.

3.

2.

1.
A jumpy language 

full of sounds that you 
have to gargle in the 
back of your throat.

Answers will vary. He 
seems inconsiderate 

and fl aky.

He placed a colon 
after the word “slow”. 

Answers will vary.

He was obsessed with 
knots.

Answers will vary. She 
liked him (Quotes 

from last paragraph in 
chapter.)

He was older and 
retired. His hobby was 
collecting pieces of 

barbed wire.

6.

1.
Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
2.

Vocabulary

1. to picture

2. fully aware

3. protector

4.  a liquid which 
preserves wood

5. an herb

6.  an expression 
of praise

7.  to furnish or 
provide

8. tiny blood vessel

9. in small pieces

10. a knotting tool

11. proteins

12. to give

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

When his wife left him 
because of his drinking, 

and took his dog.

She cleaned up 
around the outside of 

the museum. 

It was three trailers 
soldered together to 

form a half circle.

Lucky’s mother had 
been electrocuted. 

Her father then sent for 
Brigitte, his fi rst wife, who 
lived in France, to look 
after Lucky for awhile.

To get Brigitte back to 
France.

Little packages that 
Brigitte’s mother sent 

from France. 

6.

1.

 a)  T

 b)  T

 c)  F

 d)  T 

 e)  F 

 f)  F 

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4

2.

1.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
2.

1. anonymous

2. crevice

3. posture

4. inventory

5. complicated

6. moral

7. resign

8. anxious

9. mangled

10. aspect

a) B✔

b) C✔

c) B✔

d) D✔

e) C✔

1.
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Chapters One - Two

Imagine you are Lucky living in a small desert town. 
Make an entry in your journal describing how you 
feel about living in the desert with Brigitte as your 
guardian.

Journaling Prompt

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph. 

1.  According to Short Sammy, what was the fi nal straw on his road to recovery?

2.  What paying job did Lucky have? 

3.  Describe Lucky’s home. 

4. Describe the circumstances of how Brigitte ended up as Lucky’s guardian.

5.  Lucky thought that Brigitte’s mother was working on a sinister plan. What was the goal of 
this plan? 

6.  What made Brigitte cry? 

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Activity Six - The Everglades

In Hoot, Roy’s dad takes him on an excursion into the Everglades. This region in southern 
Florida is a subtropical wetland, mainly accessible by boat or hovercraft. 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas (who gave us the above quote) has called it “River of 
Grass”. This region is comprised of marshes, cypress swamps, mangrove forests of the Ten 
Thousand Islands. 

It is an area boasting primarily a marine environment including such creatures as 
alligators, turtles, snakes (such as the Burmese python), the giant land crab, as well as a 
multitude of birds and insects.

Many tourists enjoy taking tours of the Everglades every year – and some are even brave 
enough to explore this region. Your task is to prepare a Survivor’s Guide for these hardy 
adventurers. 

Using resources from your school library, or the Internet, investigate the fascinating region, 
then prepare a report (at least a half-page in length) with critical information needed for 
people planning to take a hike or a boat trip into the Everglades. You may wish to include 
appropriate clothing, equipment, areas to avoid (animals to avoid) etc. You may wish to 
include as well appropriate diagrams or pictures.

“There are no other Everglades in the world. They are, they have always been, 
one of the unique regions of the earth; remote, never wholly known. 

Nothing anywhere else is like them. ”   (Marjory S. Douglas )

NAME: 

Hoot   CC2518

...................Student Worksheet

©©
5A

Activity Five - An Alternate Ending 
This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

The conclusion of Hoot is quite effective as the author does an admirable job of piecing 
together a number of loose ends. It does leave the reader wondering how Roy’s 
relationship with Beatrice and her brother might develop; what might happen with regard 
to Beatrice’s parents; will Dana show up to cause trouble again? 

What, though, if the author had not tied things up so nicely at the end? What if the issue 
of the burrowing owls was still not resolved? What if Dana had not been recaptured? 
What if Mullet Fingers had completely disappeared from sight?
 
Although we will never know the answers to these questions, you will be given the 
opportunity of putting your imagination to work in coming up with what might have 
happened if the author’s imagination had worked its way in an entirely different direction. 

If working with a group, brainstorm possible alternative endings to the novel. Remember 
to consider all of the principal characters. From your list of ideas choose one ending to 
present to the class.  Write a detailed synopsis of your alternate conclusion presenting as 
much detail as possible. After presenting it to the class, you may wish to get their input as 
to additional changes that might be made to further improve your alternative ending.

Have fun!
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Activity Four - 
Your Very Own Pancake House!

The construction of Mother Paula’s 469th family style restaurant is central to the plot of 
Hoot. The author does not reveal too much regarding the menu or services offered by this 
popular chain except for the fact that their menu will include licorice pancakes. 

It would probably be a lot of fun to be a restaurant owner – and a lot of work! Much 
thought would have to go into the facility, layout of the restaurant, staff, hours of business, 
furnishings and supplies . . .  Putting together a suitable menu would no doubt require a lot 
of creativity and knowledge of the tastes of potential customers. (Most Pancake Houses, 
for instance, offer more than just pancakes on their menu.)

Your task will be to put some creative energy into planning a menu for your very own 
pancake restaurant. A good starting point might be to take a look at a few sample menus 
of similar restaurants in your area (or on the Internet). 

You should consider categories such as:

• drinks
• breakfast items
• lunch items
• entrees (for dinner)
• desserts

Your should also give some thought to prices for each item. 

Make your menu as neat and presentable as possible. It should include an attractive 
cover and two pages inside. Doing it on a computer would be a good idea. You might 
consider including a suitable graphic or two. 

As a child my family’s menu consisted 
of two choices: take it or leave it.

  Buddy Hackett
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Activity Three - The Burrowing Owl 

  

Consider this...

The burrowing owl looks like a 
short, fat owl on stilts. 

Central to the novel is a colony of burrowing owls which 
inhabit the site upon which the Mother Paula Pancake 
House is to be built. Roy, Mullet Fingers and Beatrice go 
to extraordinary lengths to protect these tiny creatures, 
enlisting the help of Roy’s dad, Mr. Ryan and other 
adults – even the actress portraying Mother Paula.

What then, is there about the burrowing owl that could 
attract the attention and passion of so many people?  

Scientists have recognized the fact that the numbers of burrowing owls in North America 
have been declining. This is due to a number of factors, including: too many predators, 
not enough burrows, and loss of grasslands. 

Your task is to investigate the burrowing owl 
(using references from your school library 
or the Internet) and write a brief report 
(approximately one-half page in length) on 
this species. You may wish to include one or 
more of the following subtopics:

• appearance
• diet
• where this species is found (habitat)
• ways of protecting the species

“I am a brother to dragons, and a companion to owls.” 
  The Bible
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Activity Two - Montana / Florida      

Two states of the United States were very important in 
Roy’s life – the state where he used to live – Montana 
– and his new home in Florida.

As Roy mentions in the novel, these two states are 
very different. Montana is located in the west and 
is famous for its mountains (“Montana” is Spanish for 
“mountains”), ranching, wheat farming, tourism, and its 
badlands. Florida, on the other hand, is located in the 
southeast and although it is also renowned as a tourist 
hotspot, it is famous as well for its warm climate, sandy beaches, and alligators.

Although both of these states are the destinations of thousands of tourists every year, their 
politicians and business people would like to attract even more vacationers. 

These state leaders would like you to design a travel brochure that will be sent out to 
thousands of travel agencies world-wide. 

Your task is to design such a brochure to help out the people of one of these states. 

You may wish to first investigate the format and appearance of such brochures. Then 
using your imagination, prepare a brochure for the state, complete with pictures, data 
and information that will appeal to the average tourist interested in visiting this beautiful 
region. You may have to use your research skills to fill in some of the “blanks” when it 
comes to the particulars.

The Internet may be an invaluable source in researching this topic. 
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Activity One - Cottonmouth Moccasins 

Cottonmouth moccasins play a large roll in this novel. 
Despite the fact that they are a very dangerous, 
poisonous reptile, Mullet Fingers uses them to further his 
purposes at the construction site.

This semi-aquatic snake is also known as the 
cottonmouth water moccasin.  This snake is a pit viper 
and is in the same general family as the Copperhead 
and the Rattler. They have large, triangular heads with a dark line through the eye, oval 
pupils, and large jowls due to the venom glands. The cottonmouth is a large snake, 
typically 24 - 48 inches in length (61 - 122 cm). Their coloration is highly variable: they 
can be beautifully marked with dark crossbands on a brown and yellow ground color or 
completely brown or black.

Snakes make great villains in many books, 
movies and television programs, but they 
are simply creatures that are interested in 
surviving in a world where so many other 
creatures seem to be their enemies (i.e. 
people).

On the Internet or in your school library investigate this fascinating snake. Research at 
least five additional, interesting facts about the cottonmouth water moccasin. Your 
facts can pertain to its appearance, habitat, diet, or other information that you found of 
interest.

Your report should be at least a half-page in length. 

  

Consider this...

Did you know that the 
cottonmouth water moccasin is 
the only poisonous water snake 
in North America?
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Carl Hiaasen

e has 
received a 
number of 

state and national 
honors for his 
journalism and 
commentary, which 
have also appeared 
in such periodicals 
as Sports Illustrated, 
Time and Life 
magazines.    

Carl began writing novels (for an adult 
audience) in the early 1980’s with a friend, 
the late William D. Montalbano. Together 
they produced three mystery thrillers 
-- Powder Burn, Trap Line and Double 
Whammy -- which were partially based 

H

Carl Hiaasen was born and raised in Plantation, Florida in 1953. Carl now lives 
in Miami, Florida, where he writes a column for the Miami Herald newspaper. 

on their own reporting 
experiences.   Since then 
Carl has written a number 
of acclaimed novels for an 
adult audience.  Carl’s wry 
sense of humor marks all of 
his written work.

In 2002 he made his debut 
as a novelist for Young 
Readers with Hoot, which 
was awarded a Newbery 
Honor and spent more 
than two years on the 

New York Times bestseller lists. In 2005 
his second novel for young readers, the 
bestselling Flush was published, and then 
in 2009, Scat. The film version of Hoot was 
released in 2006, starring Logan Lerman. 

Did You Know?
•	Carl	wrote	Hoot so he could give it to his nephew, nieces 

and stepson to read.

•	Carl	knew	from	a	young	age	that	he	wanted	to	be	a	writer.	
He	got	a	typewriter	when	he	was	six,	and	was	hooked.

•	Carl	is	deeply	concerned	about	the	human	race.		He	thinks	
everyone should be able to grow up in a place where one 
can always see a bald eagle or a manatee or a school of 
dolphins - or a pair of little burrowing owls, for that matter.
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Chapters Three to Four
Part A

a) Curly thought the truck tires had been slashed, but all someone 
did was let the air out.

b) Roy broke one of Dana Matherson’s front teeth.

c) Both the paramedics and the school nurse had checked Roy over 
after being hit with the golf ball.

d) Roy’s dad was getting old and forgetful.

e) Roy’s parents were concerned when he showed them the marks 
on his neck.

f) The poster in Roy’s bedroom warned about the dangers of 
approaching a Siberian tiger.

1.

T  F

T    F 

2. Number the events from        to        in the order they occurred in 
these chapters.

1        6       

a) Roy’s parents quiz him as to the events of his fight with Dana.

b) Roy discusses his situation with Garrett at school.

c) Officer Delinko investigates Curly’s concerns of vandalism at the 
construction site.

d) Officer Delinko’s cruiser is vandalized while he is on surveillance at the 
construction site. 

e) Roy writes Dana a letter of apology.

f) Roy’s mother makes him stay home all weekend.

Circle       if the statement is TRUE or      if it is FALSE.

T  F
T  F

T  F
T  F

T  F

Hoot  CC2518
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With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its 
meaning on the right.Vocabulary

1. Have you or a friend ever been unfairly punished for something? Describe how this felt.          

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

forgiving

imagine

sad

observation

firm

bloodthirsty

doubtful

fascinated

movable

worried

carefully

astonished

portable

flabbergasted

fretful

lenient

intently

ferocious

envision

despondent

skeptical

intrigued

surveillance

decisive

2. What must it feel like to know that someone doesn’t like you, but you don’t know why?
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Chapters Three to Four
Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Why did Officer Delinko smile at the name painted on the latrines at the 
construction site?

2. Describe what surprised Officer Delinko when he investigated the latrines.

Journal Activity Imagine that you are Dana. You have been home from 
school now for a few days waiting for the swelling in your 
eye to go down. Write a journal entry describing your plans 
for revenge when you return to school. 

Part B

3. Roy’s mother says at one point, “fighting is never the right thing”. Do you agree 
with this statement? Defend your answer.

4. The author seems to enjoy using unique expressions. One expression that occurs in 
Chapter 4 is, “She’s hacked off at me”. Rewrite this expression in your own words.

5. Why did Officer Delinko choose to go to the construction site so early in the 
morning? Describe what resulted from this decision.

6. Describe Beatrice’s reaction to Roy confronting her in the cafeteria? Why do 
you think she responded in this manner?
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1

2

 Anagrams 

  An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters 
of another word. For example, the letters in the word FROM can also form the word 
FORM.  Follow these directions to form the anagrams: a) read the clue in the right-
hand column. b) Using the word in the left-hand column move the letters around in 

any order, but you must use all the letters. Each of the words in the left-hand column 
are found in the first four chapters of Hoot.

Chapters 5 to 8

Chapters 1 to 4

Acrostic Poem: An Acrostic Poem is one in which certain letters, usually the first in each 
line form a word or message when read in a sequence. The length of the poem, of course, 

depends on the number of letters in the topic. Here is a short example.

Oh so haunting in the night
When it sings its 
Lonely tune

Word Anagram Clue
slow  An important character in this novel
hoses  Something that Mullet Fingers didn’t own
brace tie  Another important character in this novel
aged ma  To ruin or harm
skid  Children 
grown   Incorrect

For this assignment you have two alternatives. 

A. Investigate in your school library or the Internet and find examples of acrostic poems. 
Record your favorite on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to acknowledge the author.

B. Invent your own acrostic poem using a theme from the novel, Hoot. Remember to follow 
the guidelines mentioned above. 
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Comprehension Quiz
28

SUBTOTAL:       /14

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

2

2. Where did Dana usually bully Roy? 
 

2

3. What was peculiar about how the “running boy” was dressed?     
 

2

5. What prank did Mullet Fingers play on Officer Delinko?        
 

2

4. What did Mullet Fingers plant on the grounds of the construction site? 
 What did he plant in the toilets?  
 

2

1. Where did Roy and his family move to Florida from?   
 

2

6. Describe the kind of home life that Beatrice and Mullet Fingers experienced. 
       

 

2

7. Describe how Roy set Dana up.       
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Word Search
Find the following key words from the story.  The words are written 
horizontally, vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.

q w e r t y b e n e f i t o p

a f l o r i d a s d f g g k e

z x r c v b r e t i p u j l r

p o k a l o u y y t r e w g p

t l k j n h g l f d s a s n e

m n n b v t c r x s d f t i t

p o e i u t i u t r e n w w r

l k j m h g f c d s e w e o a

t e n r g t t y r g p o i r t

n x c a v a b n r m p o i r o

a p o i m u r u y t e r w u r

i t y u i r o f p l k j h b s

f m n b v d e t a g i l b o c

e t y u i a s g d f g h j k k

d b i z a r r e y a r t r o p

benefit 
bizarre 

burrowing
Curly

defiant
Florida 

fragment
frantic

German
Jupiter

Kalo 
obligated

perpetrators                 
portray         
urgent

W
RI

TI
NG

 TA
SK

S

AS
SE

SS
M

EN
T

W
O

RD
 S

EA
RC

H

G
RA

PH
IC

 

O
RG

AN
IZ

ER
S



H
o

o
t  C

C
2518 17 18 19 20 2221

Across
2. Matherson
8. endowed
10. incentives 
12. banter
13. destroy
15. ma
16. nb
18. sacks
19. sergeant
22. hands
23. Florida
25. Roy
26. noise
28. mashed
29. Eberhardt

Down
1. eye
2. Montana
3. twenty
4. entering
5. saved
6. nests
7. cop
9.  Delinko
11. Trace
14. yes
15. Mother
17. Beatrice
18. staff
19. sandy
20. risen
21. wished
24. Omaha
27. eve

Vocabulary

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

1. sluggish

2. conceal

3. impenetrable

4. defiant

5. venomous

6. hassle

7. encounter

8. decline

2.

1.

a) lawsuit

b) snakes

c) grizzly bears

d) medication 

e) nastier

1.

a) party

b) file

c) desk

d) bike

e) shoe

2.

Answers will vary. 
(i.e. to make them 

more visible).

He was very angry 
with Roy. The 

vandalism had 
made him edgy.

Answers will vary. (i.e. 
to protect himself 
from authorities).

 

Often leaves the 
main character in a 
dangerous situation. 
Hopefully the reader 
will continue with the 

book. 

He didn’t want to 
get Mullet Fingers in 

more trouble.

How many times 
Dana would beat 

Roy up. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

a) handlebars

b) junkyard

c) automobiles

d) panel

e) sleeping bag

f) cookies

g) shoe box 

h) shoes

i) boy

j) watchman

k) fenders

l) shoes

m) alone

n) Public

o) homicide

p) Roy

q) Beatrice

b)

1.

2.

Roy’s mom 
convinced the vice 

principal that his 
suspension wasn’t 

fair.

Driving him to school 
interfered with her 

yoga class.

The intruders 
had caused the 

construction to be 
two weeks behind 

schedule.

Attack dogs.

If opreys thrived in 
both Montana and 
Florida, so could he.

Beatrice stopped 
Dana.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Chapters Five to Six

Journal Activity

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Why do you think that Mullet Fingers put sparkles on the snakes’ tails?

3. Why do you think Mullet Fingers refused to tell Roy his real name?

2. Describe what happened when Curly saw Roy at the construction site. What made 
him act this way?

Imagine you are Roy. Write a journal entry describing 
your adventures in these chapters. Be sure to include your 
thoughts about how these events made you feel.  

Part B

5. Why did Roy decide not to tell his parents about his adventures with Mullet Fingers? 

6. What were the kids at school taking bets on? 

4. The ending of Chapter 5 can be described as a cliffhanger. What is meant by this 
term and why do you think an author might use this device? 

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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• RSL.5.1	
  Quote	
  accurately	
  from	
  a	
  text	
  when	
  explaining	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  and	
  when	
  drawing	
  inferences	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  
• RSL.5.2	
  Determine	
  a	
  theme	
  of	
  a	
  story,	
  drama,	
  or	
  poem	
  from	
  details	
  in	
  the	
  text,	
  including	
  how	
  characters	
  in	
  a	
  story	
  or	
  drama	
  respond	
  to	
  challenges	
  or	
  how	
  the	
  

speaker	
  in	
  a	
  poem	
  reflects	
  upon	
  a	
  topic;	
  summarize	
  the	
  text.	
  
• RSL.5.3	
  Compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  characters,	
  settings,	
  or	
  events	
  in	
  a	
  story	
  or	
  drama,	
  drawing	
  on	
  specific	
  details	
  in	
  the	
  text.	
  
• RSL.5.4	
  Determine	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  figurative	
  language	
  such	
  as	
  metaphors	
  and	
  similes.	
  
• RSL.5.5	
  Explain	
  how	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  chapters,	
  scenes,	
  or	
  stanzas	
  fits	
  together	
  to	
  provide	
  the	
  overall	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  particular	
  story,	
  drama,	
  or	
  poem.	
  
• RSL.5.6	
  Describe	
  how	
  a	
  narrator’s	
  or	
  speaker’s	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  influences	
  how	
  events	
  are	
  described.	
  
• RSL.5.9	
  Compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  genre	
  on	
  their	
  approaches	
  to	
  similar	
  themes	
  and	
  topics.	
  
• RSL.5.10	
  By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  read	
  and	
  comprehend	
  literature,	
  including	
  stories,	
  dramas,	
  and	
  poetry,	
  at	
  the	
  high	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  grades	
  4–5	
  text	
  complexity	
  band	
  

independently	
  and	
  proficiently.	
  
• RSL.6.1	
  Cite	
  textual	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  analysis	
  of	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  inferences	
  drawn	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  
• RSL.6.2	
  Determine	
  a	
  theme	
  or	
  central	
  idea	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  how	
  it	
  is	
  conveyed	
  through	
  particular	
  details;	
  provide	
  a	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  text	
  distinct	
  from	
  personal	
  

opinions	
  or	
  judgments.	
  
• RSL.6.3	
  Describe	
  how	
  a	
  particular	
  story’s	
  or	
  drama’s	
  plot	
  unfolds	
  in	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  episodes	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  how	
  the	
  characters	
  respond	
  or	
  change	
  as	
  the	
  plot	
  moves	
  

toward	
  a	
  resolution.	
  
• RSL.6.4	
  Determine	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  figurative	
  and	
  connotative	
  meanings;	
  analyze	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  a	
  specific	
  

word	
  choice	
  on	
  meaning	
  and	
  tone.	
  
• RSL.6.5	
  Analyze	
  how	
  a	
  particular	
  sentence,	
  chapter,	
  scene,	
  or	
  stanza	
  fits	
  into	
  the	
  overall	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  contributes	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  theme,	
  

setting,	
  or	
  plot.	
  
• RSL.6.6	
  Explain	
  how	
  an	
  author	
  develops	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  narrator	
  or	
  speaker	
  in	
  a	
  text.	
  
• RSL.6.10	
  By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  read	
  and	
  comprehend	
  literature,	
  including	
  stories,	
  dramas,	
  and	
  poems,	
  in	
  the	
  grades	
  6–8	
  text	
  complexity	
  band	
  proficiently,	
  with	
  

scaffolding	
  as	
  needed	
  at	
  the	
  high	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  range.	
  
• RSFS.5.3	
  Know	
  and	
  apply	
  grade-­‐level	
  phonics	
  and	
  word	
  analysis	
  skills	
  in	
  decoding	
  words.	
  A)	
  Use	
  combined	
  knowledge	
  of	
  all	
  letter-­‐sound	
  correspondences,	
  

syllabication	
  patterns,	
  and	
  morphology	
  to	
  read	
  accurately	
  unfamiliar	
  multisyllabic	
  words	
  in	
  context	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  context.	
  
• RSFS.5.4	
  Read	
  with	
  sufficient	
  accuracy	
  and	
  fluency	
  to	
  support	
  comprehension.	
  A)	
  Read	
  grade-­‐level	
  text	
  with	
  purpose	
  and	
  understanding.	
  B)	
  Read	
  grade-­‐level	
  

prose	
  and	
  poetry	
  orally	
  with	
  accuracy,	
  appropriate	
  rate,	
  and	
  expression	
  on	
  successive	
  readings.	
  C)	
  Use	
  context	
  to	
  confirm	
  or	
  self-­‐correct	
  word	
  recognition	
  and	
  
understanding,	
  rereading	
  as	
  necessary.	
  

• WS.5.1	
  Write	
  opinion	
  pieces	
  on	
  topics	
  or	
  texts,	
  supporting	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  with	
  reasons	
  and	
  information.	
  A)	
  Introduce	
  a	
  topic	
  or	
  text	
  clearly,	
  state	
  an	
  opinion,	
  
and	
  create	
  an	
  organizational	
  structure	
  in	
  which	
  ideas	
  are	
  logically	
  grouped	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  writer’s	
  purpose.	
  B)	
  Provide	
  logically	
  ordered	
  reasons	
  that	
  are	
  
supported	
  by	
  facts	
  and	
  details.	
  C)	
  Link	
  opinion	
  and	
  reasons	
  using	
  words,	
  phrases,	
  and	
  clauses.	
  D)	
  Provide	
  a	
  concluding	
  statement	
  or	
  section	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  
opinion	
  presented.	
  

• WS.5.2	
  Write	
  informative/explanatory	
  texts	
  to	
  examine	
  a	
  topic	
  and	
  convey	
  ideas	
  and	
  information	
  clearly.	
  A)	
  Introduce	
  a	
  topic	
  clearly,	
  provide	
  a	
  general	
  
observation	
  and	
  focus,	
  and	
  group	
  related	
  information	
  logically;	
  include	
  formatting,	
  illustrations,	
  and	
  multimedia	
  when	
  useful	
  to	
  aiding	
  comprehension.	
  	
  
B)	
  Develop	
  the	
  topic	
  with	
  facts,	
  definitions,	
  concrete	
  details,	
  quotations,	
  or	
  other	
  information	
  and	
  examples	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  topic.	
  C)	
  Link	
  ideas	
  within	
  and	
  across	
  
categories	
  of	
  information	
  using	
  words,	
  phrases,	
  and	
  clauses.	
  D)	
  Use	
  precise	
  language	
  and	
  domain-­‐specific	
  vocabulary	
  to	
  inform	
  about	
  or	
  explain	
  the	
  topic.	
  E)	
  
Provide	
  a	
  concluding	
  statement	
  or	
  section	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  information	
  or	
  explanation	
  presented.	
  

• WS.5.3	
  Write	
  narratives	
  to	
  develop	
  real	
  or	
  imagined	
  experiences	
  or	
  events	
  using	
  effective	
  technique,	
  descriptive	
  details,	
  and	
  clear	
  event	
  sequences.	
  	
  
Orient	
  the	
  reader	
  by	
  establishing	
  a	
  situation	
  and	
  introducing	
  a	
  narrator	
  and/or	
  characters;	
  organize	
  an	
  event	
  sequence	
  that	
  unfolds	
  naturally.	
  B)	
  Use	
  narrative	
  
techniques,	
  such	
  as	
  dialogue,	
  description,	
  and	
  pacing,	
  to	
  develop	
  experiences	
  and	
  events	
  or	
  show	
  the	
  responses	
  of	
  characters	
  to	
  situations.	
  C)	
  Use	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  
transitional	
  words,	
  phrases,	
  and	
  clauses	
  to	
  manage	
  the	
  sequence	
  of	
  events.	
  D)	
  Use	
  concrete	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  and	
  sensory	
  details	
  to	
  convey	
  experiences	
  and	
  
events	
  precisely.	
  E)	
  Provide	
  a	
  conclusion	
  that	
  follows	
  from	
  the	
  narrated	
  experiences	
  or	
  events.	
  

• WS.5.4	
  Produce	
  clear	
  and	
  coherent	
  writing	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  organization	
  are	
  appropriate	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  audience.	
  
• WS.5.7	
  Conduct	
  short	
  research	
  projects	
  that	
  use	
  several	
  sources	
  to	
  build	
  knowledge	
  through	
  investigation	
  of	
  different	
  aspects	
  of	
  a	
  topic.	
  
• WS.5.8	
  Recall	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  experiences	
  or	
  gather	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources;	
  summarize	
  or	
  paraphrase	
  information	
  in	
  

notes	
  and	
  finished	
  work,	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  sources.	
  
• WS.5.9	
  Recall	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  experiences	
  or	
  gather	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources;	
  summarize	
  or	
  paraphrase	
  information	
  in	
  

notes	
  and	
  finished	
  work,	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  sources.	
  
• WS.6.1	
  Write	
  arguments	
  to	
  support	
  claims	
  with	
  clear	
  reasons	
  and	
  relevant	
  evidence.	
  A)	
  Introduce	
  claim(s)	
  and	
  organize	
  the	
  reasons	
  and	
  evidence	
  clearly.	
  	
  

B)	
  Support	
  claim(s)	
  with	
  clear	
  reasons	
  and	
  relevant	
  evidence,	
  using	
  credible	
  sources	
  and	
  demonstrating	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  topic	
  or	
  text.	
  C)	
  Use	
  words,	
  
phrases,	
  and	
  clauses	
  to	
  clarify	
  the	
  relationships	
  among	
  claim(s)	
  and	
  reasons.	
  D)	
  Establish	
  and	
  maintain	
  a	
  formal	
  style.	
  E)	
  Provide	
  a	
  concluding	
  statement	
  or	
  
section	
  that	
  follows	
  from	
  the	
  argument	
  presented.	
  

• WS.6.2	
  Write	
  informative/explanatory	
  texts	
  to	
  examine	
  a	
  topic	
  and	
  convey	
  ideas,	
  concepts,	
  and	
  information	
  through	
  the	
  selection,	
  organization,	
  and	
  analysis	
  of	
  
relevant	
  content.	
  A)	
  Introduce	
  a	
  topic;	
  organize	
  ideas,	
  concepts,	
  and	
  information,	
  using	
  strategies	
  such	
  as	
  definition,	
  classification,	
  comparison/contrast,	
  and	
  
cause/effect;	
  include	
  formatting,	
  graphics,	
  and	
  multimedia	
  when	
  useful	
  to	
  aiding	
  comprehension.	
  B)	
  Develop	
  the	
  topic	
  with	
  relevant	
  facts,	
  definitions,	
  concrete	
  
details,	
  quotations,	
  or	
  other	
  information	
  and	
  examples.	
  C)	
  Use	
  appropriate	
  transitions	
  to	
  clarify	
  the	
  relationships	
  among	
  ideas	
  and	
  concepts.	
  D)	
  Use	
  precise	
  
language	
  and	
  domain-­‐specific	
  vocabulary	
  to	
  inform	
  about	
  or	
  explain	
  the	
  topic.	
  E)	
  Establish	
  and	
  maintain	
  a	
  formal	
  style.	
  F)	
  Provide	
  a	
  concluding	
  statement	
  or	
  
section	
  that	
  follows	
  from	
  the	
  information	
  or	
  explanation	
  presented.	
  

• WS.6.3	
  Write	
  narratives	
  to	
  develop	
  real	
  or	
  imagined	
  experiences	
  or	
  events	
  using	
  effective	
  technique,	
  relevant	
  descriptive	
  details,	
  and	
  well-­‐structured	
  event	
  
sequences.	
  A)	
  Engage	
  and	
  orient	
  the	
  reader	
  by	
  establishing	
  a	
  context	
  and	
  introducing	
  a	
  narrator	
  and/or	
  characters;	
  organize	
  an	
  event	
  sequence	
  that	
  unfolds	
  
naturally	
  and	
  logically.	
  B)	
  Use	
  narrative	
  techniques,	
  such	
  as	
  dialogue,	
  pacing,	
  and	
  description,	
  to	
  develop	
  experiences,	
  events,	
  and/or	
  characters.	
  C)	
  Use	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  transition	
  words,	
  phrases,	
  and	
  clauses	
  to	
  convey	
  sequence	
  and	
  signal	
  shifts	
  from	
  one	
  time	
  frame	
  or	
  setting	
  to	
  another.	
  D)	
  Use	
  precise	
  words	
  and	
  
phrases,	
  relevant	
  descriptive	
  details,	
  and	
  sensory	
  language	
  to	
  convey	
  experiences	
  and	
  events.	
  E)	
  Provide	
  a	
  conclusion	
  that	
  follows	
  from	
  the	
  narrated	
  
experiences	
  or	
  events.	
  

• WS.6.4	
  Produce	
  clear	
  and	
  coherent	
  writing	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  development,	
  organization,	
  and	
  style	
  are	
  appropriate	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  audience.	
  
• WS.6.7	
  Conduct	
  short	
  research	
  projects	
  to	
  answer	
  a	
  question,	
  drawing	
  on	
  several	
  sources	
  and	
  refocusing	
  the	
  inquiry	
  when	
  appropriate.	
  
• WS.6.8	
  Gather	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  multiple	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources;	
  assess	
  the	
  credibility	
  of	
  each	
  source;	
  and	
  quote	
  or	
  paraphrase	
  the	
  data	
  and	
  

conclusions	
  of	
  others	
  while	
  avoiding	
  plagiarism	
  and	
  providing	
  basic	
  bibliographic	
  information	
  for	
  sources.	
  
• WS.6.9	
  Draw	
  evidence	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  analysis,	
  reflection,	
  and	
  research.	
  A)	
  Apply	
  grade	
  6	
  Reading	
  standards	
  to	
  literature.	
  	
  

B)	
  Apply	
  grade	
  6	
  Reading	
  standards	
  to	
  literary	
  nonfiction.	
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