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Activity Six
Chapter Covers

The cover of the book gives the reader an insight into what the book is going to be like. 
It transmits basic information such as the title and author, but also conveys a sense of tone. 
For example, the cover of Angela’s Ashes tells us the story will be about a boy who 
is obviously impoverished. 

Choose one of the sections in the book and design a cover for that section. Write a 
paragraph summarizing that section of the novel and describe any of the major themes 
that are focused upon. For example: hunger, religion, family relationships. When you have 
finished, all of the pieces will be brought together to create a visual and literal storyboard 
of the whole novel.
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Activity Five
Historical Friction Between England and Ireland

In the novel we hear about 800 years of English dominancy over the Irish. There is much 
prejudice and discrimination against the English. Paddy Clohessy says “the English wouldn’t 
give you the steam off their piss” and his father curses them even from his deathbed. 
Ireland is comprised of the Republic of Ireland (Eire), which occupies almost 85% of the 
total landmass and Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom. The partition of 
the island dates from 1920-22, before which the whole island was under British rule.

When the four religious areas of Ireland were created in 
1152, both Gaelic and Danish elements helped form a 
united Church. This act and other reforms angered the 
English Pope, Adrian IV. In 1168 the English invaded the 
island and began forcing reforms upon the Irish, many 
of which dealt with the granting of land. These acts 
completely changed the political and social structure 
of Ireland.

Henry VIII tried to separate Ireland from the papacy, 
just like he had in England when he created the 
Church of England in order to divorce. Great resistance 
met this and Catholicism became part of the Irish 
identity, along with a hatred of the English. Henry 
VIII’s daughter, Queen Elizabeth, then put down an 
attempted overthrow of the English by the Irish. She 
used this incident to impose even greater restraint 
upon Ireland, bringing many English people over to 
Ireland to make them landowners. This was followed by 
several hundreds of years of anti-Irish discrimination. The 
Catholic schools were closed and Catholics were not 
allowed to own land or have government jobs.

After the famine, Catholic Ireland slowly increased in prosperity, but there became a 
growing awareness of the greater prosperity enjoyed by the industrialized Northern Ireland 
and British people. The people in the North tended to be Protestants and richer than those 
in the South. The Catholics of the South eventually fought for and won the right to self 
govern, while Northern Ireland remained part of the United Kingdom.

All did not appreciate this division; the 20th Century was dominated by conflict between 
those who wanted a united Ireland and those who did not. 

Research the role of the IRA on the British and Irish political scenery in the 20th Century. 
Write three separate paragraphs, each one explaining a different viewpoint. One from the 
vantage of a Southern Irish Catholic who is in the IRA; one from the viewpoint of a Northern 
Irish separatist, and one from the viewpoint of a Londoner who survives a bombing.

Henry VIII, King of England 1509–1547
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Activity Four
The Great Potato Famine

Frank McCourt experiences great hardship and hunger in his years growing up in Ireland. In 
the novel, he salivates as one of his teachers peels an apple, and he robs a man of his fish 
and chips. At one point, he goes and steals food because his mother is too ill to look after 
them. Frank is far from alone in his hunger; many of the boys at school experience similar 
living conditions, some far worse than him.

Throughout the course of the novel, the famine is mentioned. The fear of that time 
returning is part of the Irish psyche. In the novel, a nurse talks about “children suffering 
and dying here while the English feasted on roast beef and guzzled the best of wine in their 
big houses.” She also talks about children “with their mouths all green from trying to eat 
grass.” The Great Potato Famine occurred in 1845 and did not end until 1851. Ireland was 
an agricultural nation and the native people of Ireland were mostly farmers. It was a very 
poor nation; the only people who had any wealth were the land owners. Most of the land 
owners were English Protestants or Anglo-Irish Protestants. The Irish Catholic tenants had no 
rights and the English landowners were known to evict the Irish peasants off the farms they 
had lived on for generations.

The Irish were very poor and survived largely on a diet of potatoes. The farms did raise 
chickens and beef and other livestock, but most ordinary working Irishmen could not 
afford such luxuries. The diet was poor and as a result, life expectancy was extremely low. 
Ireland had a life expectancy of only 40 in the 1800s, which was largely due to the poor 
living conditions. The farms they lived on had been divided and then divided again, so the 
only crop they could realistically grow on such a small space was the potato. The potato 
was literally a cash crop for the Irish. They would eat it, drink it in the form of whiskey, feed 
it to their animals and even pay their rent with it. The famine was caused by a fungus 
known as the blight. The fungus spread quickly and before the end of 1845, most of Ireland 
was infected. The English refused to get involved in Irish concerns, believing that self 
government was more appropriate than interfering with Irish problems. This is one of the 
main reasons that the English have been hated by the Irish for such a long time. The famine 
caused over 1 million deaths and led to at least a million others fleeing the country. Many 
moved to Liverpool and from there sought passage to the United States and Canada.

Research the famine in Ireland and write a one page story, which would reveal the 
manner in which the Irish peasants lived at the time.
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Write a Review
Movies and books about certain cultures are popular as they invoke the feeling of 
the place in question. They can also lead to us having a greater appreciation and 
understanding of that culture.

Your task is to write a one-paragraph review of one of the following Irish movies. You must 
describe the movie or book but do not give away too much information. Often when 
reviewers write about a movie or book, they will give it a mark out of ten or fi ve using 
pictorial cues to show their opinion. Siskel and Ebert were well known for their two thumbs 
up or down and other writers use a star system to evaluate a movie or book.

Waking Ned Devine

In the Name of the Father

The Crying Game

The Snapper

Intermission

The Field

My Left Foot

The Quiet Man

The Commitments

Activity Three
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Activity Two
Catholic and Protestants

There is clearly a North/South divide, which exists in the book. Angela is berated by her 
family for marrying a man from the North, and there are numerous references to this 
throughout the novel. 

When Frank dances with one shoe, Angela says he has the odd way about him like his 
father from the North and Mr. Clohessey replies “that would account for it. They’d think 
nothing of dancing with one shoe in the North.” Malachy is prejudiced against because 
of his Northern accent and is unable to find work, yet he refuses to speak with a Limerick 
accent in order to feed his family. 

In Chapter 7, Frank says he feels sorry for the Protestant girls because they’re ‘doomed’. 
The priests tell Frank that “outside the Catholic Church there is nothing but doom.” 

Frank attends a Catholic school where the masters constantly refer to religion. One 
teacher supports Frank and Malachy saying “you didn’t see Jesus on the cross sporting 
shoes.” They must also study the catechism at school, which has everything they need to 
know in order to pass their confirmation. The teacher — Mr. Benson — is always threatening 
them with the cane and eternal damnation if they don’t learn all they must about 
Catholicism. We also learn of the “soupers,” who changed their religion to get fed in 
the famine. These people who gave up Catholicism for a bowl of soup have a specific 
place reserved in hell.

Malachy wants Frank to be an altar boy but despite learning the Latin mass by heart, 
he is given no chance. We are unsure if this is because Malachy is from the North or if it 
is based upon class. 

Clearly there are a number of divisive factors in Irish society. Religion, the North/South 
divide and class are three examples. 

Using evidence from the text and your own ideas, write about whether you feel Protestants 
and Catholics should have been made to go to school together.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity One
Character Study 

Choose a character from the book and write a paragraph about the greatest conflict 
this character faces. Describe the conflict and discuss the eventual outcome. Then, write 
another paragraph describing how your character changes over the course of the novel.

In your descriptions, make sure to answer the following questions about the character 
you chose:

• Name

• Age (span)

• Weight

• Hair

• Eye color

• Voice

• Smell

• Distinctive physical characteristics

• Appearance

• Health

• Occupation

• Nationality

• Style of dress

• Education

• Values

• Views on money

• Views on work

• Views on education

• Views on drinking

• Views on parenting

• Goals

• Obstacles

• Who does he or she live with?

• How do his or her friends see him or her?

FREE! 
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•  Other than his job at the Post Office, Frank also 
delivered the Irish Times and had part-time work writing 
threatening letters for a local money lender.

•  The musical show Frank performed with his brother was originally to 
be a two-week stint, but turned into an eight-month performance.

•  The novel Angela’s Ashes was followed by ’Tis, which starts where the 
previous novel left off, and Teacher Man, which chronicles his time as 
a teacher.

Did You Know?

Frank McCourt
rank McCourt was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on August 19, 1930 to Irish 
immigrant parents. When Frank’s sister 

died, his father was unable to find work during 
the depression, so the family returned to Ireland. 
Frank’s father was an alcoholic and was often 
unemployed. When he did work, he had a 
tendency to drink away his wages and lose his 
job for missing work the next day. 

When they returned to Ireland, the McCourt 
family lived in horrific conditions. One house they 
lived in had one bathroom for the entire block, 
and the ground floor was constantly flooded in 
the winter. The family often had no money for 
food and his mother was forced to beg for food 
and accept charity. The lack of food and poor 
living conditions contributed to the deaths of 
two more of Frank’s siblings. McCourt nearly died 
himself of typhoid fever when he was 11 years 
old. To help feed his family, Frank took a job at 
the Post Office. 

When Frank was 19, he set sail for America. 
Frank moved to New York City where he worked 
at various jobs until he was drafted into the 
United States Army. Frank fought in the Korean 
War and then qualified as a teacher upon his 
return home. Frank became a very successful 
teacher and taught at some of New York’s most 
prestigious schools.

 

After retiring from teaching, Frank and his brother 
— Malachy — performed their two-man musical 
show, “A Couple of Blaguards,” which highlights 
their childhoods in Ireland. In his review, Albert 
Williams described it as “the absurdities of 
growing up under the thumb of the maternal 
trinity — Mother McCourt, Mother Church and 
Mother Ireland.” Following the success of the 
show, Frank decided to write his memoirs, 
describing his upbringing in Limerick. Frank 
McCourt died on July 19, 2009 at the age of 78.

F
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2. Number the events from 1 to 8 in the order they occurred in these chapters.

a) Malachy goes to work in England.

b) The family go to stay with Aunt Aggie. 

c)  The neighbors brag about the food they have.

d)  Frank steals the bread and lemonade.

e)  Angela has to go to the Dispensary for public assistance.

f)  The children go begging for coal.

g)  The guard sends Frank to get Grandma and Aunt Aggie.

h)  Frank sees his mother begging.

1. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a)  Mam says you can tell the neighbors aren’t used to having 
anything because they brag about everything they have.  

T  F  b)  When they go to see off Dad, all of the prams have one baby 
in each of them.

T  F  c)  The men do not drink before the journey to England.

T  F  d)  The women laugh at Mr. Kane’s and Mr. Coffey’s jokes because 
if they don’t, they may not get the assistance they need.

T  F  e)  Malachy gets into trouble in England because he insults the 
royal family.

T  F  f)  The first thing Frank steals is bread.

T  F  g)  It’s Guard Dennehy’s job to see that all the boys attend school.

Chapters Nine to Ten
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. There are many dangers in Frank’s life. In the last chapter we saw rats, flies and fleas 
all cause concern. How can Frank protect himself from these and the other dangers, 
which are present in his life? 

2. Think of a time that you were aware of some dangers. What did you do to protect 
yourself?

Chapters Nine to Ten

Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

munitions blasphemy contraption cherished
ailments sallow notorious sauntered

1. There was lots of work for both men and women in the ________________ factory. 

2. The waiting room was full with people complaining about their ________________. 

3. To take the Lord’s name in vain is known as ________________. 

4. His father is ________________ for drinking away his wages.

5. The criminal ________________ down the street, trying to look innocent.

6. The pram was quite the ________________. Its front wheels were taken from another 
broken pram. 

7. The babies were ________________ by the family. 

8. His skin had the ________________ look of a man who spent too much time indoors.

NAME: 
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Journaling Prompt
What is the most embarrassing thing you have had happen in 
relation to your family? In your journal entry, describe a time when 
your family was embarrassed, or when your family embarrassed you. 
If you can’t think of anything, make up an embarrassing scenario.

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What is the cause of the wealth in Ireland?

2. According to Frank, if heaven had a taste what would it be?

3. Why does Angela say their troubles are over?

4. Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than an 
empty belly.”

5. What do you think is going through Angela’s mind as she stares into the ashes?

6. Why doesn’t Mrs. Meagher go to mass on a Sunday?

7. Who is Frank reunited with at the hospital?

Chapters Nine to Ten
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Comic Strip 

Choose a scene from the book and produce a comic strip. The storyboard 

should be at least 12 frames long. Write a short summary of the scene and 

explain why this scene is significant. Now produce a second storyboard of the 

same scene only with a different outcome. How would this change the course 

of the novel?

Chapters 12 to 17

5

...................WritinG Task # 6

Chapters 18 to 19
Choose an Ending

At the end of the novel Frank says “I’m sure I’m in a film, that it will end and 

the lights will come up in the Lyric Cinema.” Frank is of course beginning a 

new chapter in his life. Write the next chapter of Frank’s life. What do you think 

will happen to him? Are there any clues at the end of the book?

NAME: 
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. Why does Frank love his father?

2. Name four of the jobs that Frank had. 

     

3. What causes Frank to wish that Mrs. Leibowitz and Minnie were his mothers? 

    

4. What does Mr. Haggerty mean when he says “we’re not handing out money 
to support the Guiness family”?

5. Why does the McCourt family feel rich when they move to the new place 
on Roden Lane? 

6. Why isn’t Frank allowed at Arthur’s Quay? 

7. Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than 
an empty belly.”

8. What evidence is there that Mr. Hammond is a positive man? 

   

9. The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope 
and how does it come about?

Comprehension Quiz
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

loquacious barracks catechism virgin pox
pious dotes dignity pithy pram
bronchial trollop hearth heathen quivers
croaks slathered martyr idle cavorting
galore stranded ledger expire rue
piety perfidy glen revile gallivanting
dervish gob stern oozing repentance

a n r e t s u o i p s u o i c a u q o l

e o t a e j a y a o k p i o n o v e n a

c o r t h o u s e m a r p i e t y n f i

n z o n f f a g o p o x a u h e a r t h

a i l o p o g a l o r e h e a t e r s c

t n l o p e e p i u c h a y l e y m y n

n g o p d e r v i s h l o v e e r s t o

e o p d i d h f w s o q a e a s w e a r

p x x a z o o l i k g d u r n e l g o b

e v i y t i n g i d v n e i v t a s g f

r e v i l e u q u a y m i r v x l o n q

p r l k a r t w f h d b s t e e m v z a

q i b s e l z r r k l e a i r h r d d p

u p o g r j s h f r n u d r h o t s u u

i x d u c s l s a i l a a n r c v a y t

h e a t h e n p g g j t e i a a e a l o

l u l w l p o r e b y x u o l r c t c s

s t m d o p i t h y m a r t y r t k a z

g a l l i v a n t i n g m d o t e s s c
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c

2. b

3. a

4. d

5. b

 

1.
a) Red Hearts 

of Limerick

b) no pints

c) two weeks

d) envy

e) blind son

f) nut

2.
a) conceived

b) excitement

c) boulevards

d) gallivanting

e) communicant

1.
He fell off a drainpipe.

2.
He doesn’t want him to 
be turned off the pints.

3.
Peter deciding that 
everything has it’s 

opposite and that he is 
going to become the 

champion of non-drinkers.

4.
Scoring the winning goal.

5.
Concentrate on his 

schooling and get out 
of Limerick.

6.
It’s his only shirt and 

when he gets a new one, 
it becomes a towel.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

 
Vocabulary

Answers will vary.

1.  
a) Friday night

b) drinking c) dinner

d) overcoat

e) blood f) stout

g) Mam

h) overcoat

i) chin

j) hands

k) great bloody 
steak l) sin

m) float

2.
a) ✔ C b) ✔ D 

c) ✔ D d) ✔ D

e) ✔ C f) ✔ D

1.
By emptying Laman’s 

chamber pot.

2.
Answers will vary.

3.
Because she is 

impressed with Frank.

4.
Because Ireland is 

throwing its talented 
children on the 

dung heap.

5.
Answers will vary.

6.
Due to the great distance 

to the post office.
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Why doesn’t Mikey have fits anymore?

2. Why won’t Peter let Mikey have lots of pints?

3. The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope and how 
does it come about?

4. What simple, yet sublime pleasure does Frank experience?

5.  What advice does Mr. Hammond give Frank?

6. How is Frank’s shirt a symbol of poverty?

Frank scores the winning goal in a game and experiences pure 
joy. Have you ever had a moment of accomplishment when you 
felt a surreal pleasure? In your journal entry, describe the event 
and the moment in which you felt accomplishment. Use very 
creative and descriptive vocabulary.

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Eleven to Twelve

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Activity Six
Hungry for Pleasure

“The migrant people, scuttling for work, scrabbling to live, looked always for pleasure, dug 
for pleasure, manufactured pleasure, and they were hungry for amusement. Sometimes 
amusement lay in speech, and they climbed up their lives with jokes. And it came about...
that the story teller grew into being...
...

“And perhaps a man balanced twenty cents between food and pleasure, and he went to 
a movie in Marysville or Tulare, in Ceres or Mountain View. And he came back to the ditch 
camp with his memory crowded. And he told how it was...
...

“And always, if he had a little money, a man could get drunk.
...

“... in the evening, harmonica and fiddle and guitar. Playing a reel and tapping out the 
tune, and the big deep strings of the guitar beating like a heart, and the harmonica’s 
sharp chords and the skirl and squeal of the fiddle. People have to move close. They 
can’t help it.”

Steinbeck doesn’t forget the need for pleasure and amusement among the migrant farm 
workers in The Grapes of Wrath.

Music, dancing, movies, even getting drunk—not in spite of, but because of the hardness 
of the times, diversion and play are needed.

Pick a type—music, dancing, or movies—and research what was popular in that kind 
of entertainment during the 1930s in California. Find out how it changed as the decade 
progressed. 

• What were the trends? 
• What were the hits? 
• Were some more popular with the poor people than the rich? 
• Did the migrants favor the same things as the native Californians?

Find some examples of music, dancing, and movies from the 1930s — at least one from 
each year — and put a media album of them together. Decide for yourself, what theme 
the collection will have.
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Activity Five
Religion: Good or Bad?

“‘I was a preacher... But not no more... Jus Jim Casy now. Ain’t got the call no more. 
Got a lot of sinful idears—but they seem kinda sensible...

“... I quit an went off by myself an’ give her a damn good thinkin’ about... Maybe we been 
whippin’ the hell out of ourselves for nothin’... Before I knowed it, I was sayin’ out loud, ‘The 
hell with it! There ain’t no sin and there ain’t no virtue. There’s just stuff people do. It’s all 
part of the same thing. And some of the things folks do is nice, and some ain’t nice, but 
that’s as far as any man got a right to say.’”

— Chapter 4

“The woman put one... hand on Rose of Sharon’s knee... ‘You let me warn you now. They 
ain’t but a few deep down Jesus-lovers lef’. Ever’ Sat’dy night when that there strang ban’ 
starts up... They’s clutch-an’-hug, I tell ya...

“... Gettin’ so’s you can almos’ count the deep-down lamb-blood folks on your toes. 
An’ don’ you think them sinners is puttin’ nothin’ over on God, neither. No, sir, He’s 
a-chalkin’ ’em up sin by sin, an’ He’s drawin’ His line an’ addin’ ’em up sin by sin. 
God’s a-watchin’, an’ I’m a-watchin’. He’s awready smoked two of ’em out...’

“‘... I seen it. Girl a-carryin’ a little one, jes’ like you. An’ she play-acted, an’ she hug-
danced. And... she thinned out and she skinnied out, an’—she dropped that baby, dead.’

“‘Oh, my!’ The girl was pale.”

— Chapter 22

John Steinbeck’s portrayal of religion in The Grapes of Wrath is decidedly unsympathetic. 
Good people, like the Joads, especially Ma, consider themselves Christian but are strongly 
disapproving of the ‘Jehovites’ [Ch. 18] and other fundamentalists.

Jim Casy, a man the Joads take on as family on their trip west, is a good man and a 
former preacher, having decided that there’s no real good or evil “... just stuff people do.” 
Steinbeck makes Casy a better man for his deconversion, taking an active role in helping 
farm laborers get better pay, even though it costs him his freedom and his life.

Charity in the face of the crisis that so many face during the course of the story comes 
from some of their fellows, but none of it from anyone who identifies as strongly religious.

Research the roles played by representatives of the major religions present in the US during 
the Dust Bowl and write a scene of dialogue (one to two pages) between Jim Casy and a 
sympathetic Christian preacher, in which they debate their differences.
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Activity Four
Historic Route 66

Major Intersections of Route 66 in 1947
West end: 

US 101 Alt. in Santa Monica, Cal.

Major junctions:
US 101 / US 99 in Los Angeles, Cal.
US 91 / US 466 in Barstow, Cal.
US 89 from Ash Fork to Flagstaff, Ariz.
US 85 in Albuquerque, N.M.
US 60 / US 87 / US 287 in Amarillo, Tex.
US-81 in El Reno, Okla.
US-64 in Tulsa, Okla.
US 71 from Joplin to Carthage, Mo.
US 40 / US 50 / US 61 in St. Louis, Mo.
US 51 in Normal, Ill.

East end:  
US 41 / US 54 in Chicago

The Joads traveled Route 66 from 
Oklahoma to California. Route 66 would 
become famous in part because of the 
migration of farm labor to California 
during the Dust Bowl.

It was called The Will Rogers Highway, 
The Main Street of America, and The 
Mother Road.

It remains a part of American culture 
to this day, even though the highway 
ceased to exist in 1985.

Research some of the stories of Route 66, focusing on individuals rather than groups. Find 
stories of people who lived or worked along the road as well as travelers. Try to find pictures 
especially. Put together a scrapbook of some stories and pictures, placing both in order 
from East to West along the road.

Route 66
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Farm Labor in Depression Era California
 “...Don’t take chances with em, an’ if they argue, shoot fi rst. If a kid’ll kill a cop, what’ll 
the men do? Thing is, get tougher’n they are. Treat ’em rough. Scare ’em.
 What if they won’t scare? What if they stand up and take it and shoot back? These 
men were armed when they were children. A gun is an extension of themselves. What 
if they won’t scare? What if some time an army of them marches on the land as the 
Lombards did in Italy, as the Germans did on Gaul and the Turks did on Byzantium? They 
were land-hungry, ill-armed hordes too, and the legions could not stop them. Slaughter 
and terror did not stop them. How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his 
own cramped stomach but in the wretched bellies of his children? You can’t scare him—
he has known a fear beyond every other.
 In Hooverville the men talking: Grampa took his lan’ from the Injuns.
 Now, this ain’t right. We’re a-talkin’ here. This here you’re talkin’ about is stealin’. 
I ain’t no thief.
 No? You stole a bottle of milk from a porch night before last. An’ you stole some 
copper wire and sold it for a piece of meat.
 Yeah, but the kids was hungry.”

The question of who owns the land and who has the right to the use of it occurs several 
times throughout the novel. 

Near the beginning, it is the owners who tell the tenant farmers that they cannot farm or 
work the land anymore, not for any reduction in income. Later, we hear about how the 
new American migrants to the west coast encountered the Mexicans living there and 
drove them off the land because they were hungrier for it than the ones who lived there. 
Both at the beginning and near the end we hear of the Natives and how they were driven 
off the land by the ancestors of the Mid-western farmers themselves.

Organizing against the police and the large landowners is something mentioned several 
times in the story and someone even talks about how farmers have been planting crops 
in fi elds owned by others just to feed their families.

Who owns the land?

Research the period of the depression in the 1930s in California and write an essay 
describing the measures taken by the farm workers to get decent paying work. You 
should include any information you fi nd about strikes, unions, occupations of land, 
and government intervention either for or against the workers.

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Dust Bowl and Recovery

America in the 1930s had no 
government run employment 
insurance program, no government 
welfare program, and no 
government help for farmers.

By the time soil erosion began 
resulting in serious loss of top soil to 
dust storms, the unemployment rate 
in the United States was at twenty-
five percent. Even for those who still 
had jobs, things were bad. Between 
the stock market crash of 1929 and 
the beginning of the Dust Bowl in 
1933, wages fell forty-two percent. 

Likewise the US Gross Domestic 
Product (a measure of how much 
wealth the country produces) fell 
by fifty-percent during those four 
years, meaning the value of what 
was produced (like grain and other 
crops) was only worth about half of what it had been. As a result of the fall in GDP, the US 
government imposed stiff tariffs to protect domestic industries and jobs. This resulted in a 
drop in international trade of sixty-five percent.

The government of President Franklin Roosevelt passed a series of laws between 1933 and 
1936 called the New Deal, specifically to help the economy recover and to help those 
who needed it most.

Put yourself in the shoes of one of those Americans affected by the Dust Bowl and the 
Great Depression. Write a two to three page paper describing your experiences.

You should focus on:

unemployment the level of devastation in agriculture

wages measures taken by government to help the economy and the workers

GDP decline the recovery of the nation before the onset of WWII

The Dow from the Stock Market Crash.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity One
Farming in the 1920s 

“TO THE RED COUNTRY and part of 
the gray country of Oklahoma, the 
last rains came gently, and they did 
not cut the scarred earth... In the last 
part of May the sky grew pale and 
the clouds that had hung in high 
puffs for so long in the spring were 
dissipated. The sun flared down on 
the growing corn day after day until 
a line of brown spread along the 
edge of each green bayonet. The 
clouds appeared, and went away, 
and in a while they did not try any 
more. The weeds grew darker green 
to protect themselves, and they did 
not spread any more. The surface 
of the earth crusted, a thin hard crust, 
and as the sky became pale, so the 
earth became pale, pink in the red country and white in the gray country... as the sharp 
sun struck day after day, the leaves of the young corn became less stiff and erect; they 
bent in a curve at first, and then, as the central ribs of strength grew weak, each leaf tilted 
downward. Then it was June, and the sun shone more fiercely. The brown lines on the corn 
leaves widened and moved in on the central ribs. The weeds frayed and edged back 
toward their roots... Every moving thing lifted the dust into the air: a walking man lifted 
a thin layer as high as his waist, and a wagon lifted the dust as high as the fence tops, 
and an automobile boiled a cloud behind it. The dust was long in settling back again.”

Drought was one of the causes of the Dust Bowl that forced so many off the land in the 
Mid-west. Besides the lack of rain, temperatures during the 1930s also made things worse. 
Handling the crisis was made more difficult by the Great Depression, as well.

It wasn’t only drought that caused the soil erosion that gave the era its name. Research the 
farming methods used in the Mid-west in the 1920s and the role they played in the Dust Bowl.

Write a description of how a typical farm would have worked in Oklahoma in the 
decade before The Grapes of Wrath takes place. Be sure to cover a whole year 
from Spring to Spring.

A dust storm in the 1930s would cover whole counties. They 
were often called ‘black blizzards’.

FREE! 
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•  Steinbeck was the most popular deceased 
American writer in the mid-1990s; his 
works sold 750,000 annually.

•  American literary critics thought he was undeserving  
of the Nobel Prize for Literature that he won in 1962. 

•  For most of his life, Steinbeck would draw a pig with 
wings after his signature. He named it Pigasus. Pigasus symbolized  
Steinbeck as “earthbound but aspiring.... A lumbering soul but trying  
to fly... (with)... not enough wingspread but plenty of intention.”

Did You Know?

John Steinbeck
ohn Steinbeck (1902–1968), was born 
to a family of modest means in Salinas, 
California. He attended Stanford 

University, though he never received a degree. 
Beginning in 1925, John tried to earn a living as 
a freelance writer in New York. After failing to 
do so, he returned to California where he wrote 
and published his first novels and short stories. It 
was a collection of comedic short stories about 
Monterey paisanos, Tortilla Flat (1935) that first 
gained him some degree of recognition.

For the most part, Steinbeck wrote social novels 
that dealt with rural labor and the economic 
problems that go along with it. It has been noted 
that his works also express a reverence for the 
soil and the people who work it that is sometimes 
at odds with the sociological bent of his books 
as a whole. After the coarse humor of his first hit 
novel, Steinbeck wrote something a good deal 
more serious. In Dubious Battle (1936) was an 
aggressively critical social novel dealing with 
migratory fruit pickers on California plantations 
and their strikes for better conditions and wages. 
After this, he wrote Of Mice and Men (1937), 
which told the tale of Lennie, a very large man 
who was an imbecile. Next was The Long Valley 
(1938), a series of excellent short stories. The 
Grapes of Wrath, published in 1939, is widely 
considered to be his best work. It is the story of 

tenant farmers in Oklahoma who, after being 
forced from their land that is becoming infertile, 
migrate along with hundreds of thousands of 
others to California to get work.

Steinbeck wrote several good novels in his later 
years, the most outstanding of which are East of 
Eden (1952), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961), 
and Travels with Charley (1962). The latter is an 
account of Steinbeck’s travels in a truck through 
forty U.S. states over a three month period. He 
died in 1968 in New York City.

J
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Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

spatula buzzard flush piston clod

a)  A pie lifter won’t do it; you’re going to need a proper ____________.

b)  Jeremy spotted the book his sister had been reading because it was not 
____________ with the other books on the shelf.

c)  The truck’s rear wheels spun, throwing up dirt, one ____________ of which struck 
a second floor window.

d)  The ____________ peeking in at her through her window hinted to Beverly that it 
might be time to clean out the fridge.

e)  The loud banging from the engine seemed to Susan must be a ____________ 
misfiring.

Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)  This you may say of man—when theories change and crash, when schools, 
____________, when narrow dark alleys of thought, national, religious, economic, grow 
and disintegrate, man reaches, stumbles forward, painfully, mistakenly sometimes.

b)  Worried because ____________ do not work out; hungry for security and yet sensing its 
disappearance from the earth.

c)  And her plump face was tight against the movement, and her head ____________ 
sharply because her neck muscles were tight.

d)  She dropped her weapon on the ground, and Tom, with ____________ care, picked it up 
and put it back in the car.

e) The ____________ man rubbed his forehead with a knuckle, and a line of dirt peeled off.
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Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

bewildered streamlined corrugated gasket
proprietor dungarees contractor coroner

1. Mike’s mom scolded him for wearing his good pants on the playground, telling him 
he should have worn his old ____________ instead.

2. The drainage culverts were made of concrete rather than the ____________ iron he 
had expected.

3. The doctor assured the family that the death was from natural causes and 
therefore a ____________ would not be required.

4. The homeowners did much of the work themselves but had a ____________ build 
the deck.

5. Jim’s car probably would get much better gas mileage if it were better ___________.

6. The purple top hat her mom was wearing while she cooked dinner had Janine 
completely ____________.

7. The puddle of soup in the vegetable crisper indicated to David that the 
____________ on the Mason jar was missing—again.

8. Jim’s complaints got him no satisfaction for, as the mechanic explained, the 
garage’s ____________ was out of town on vacation.

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. With several hundred thousand people streaming into California looking for work, 
how do you think the people living there, especially the landowners, will react?

2. What do you think the Joads will do if they can’t find work in California? What should 
they do?
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Western land owners are fighting the widening government, labor unity and strikes. 
What’s the real problem?

2. After protesting to Al about selling a whole loaf of bread for ten cents, Mae sells two 
nickel-a-piece candies for a penny. Why do you think she did that?

3. Why did Casy say he had been so quiet?

4. Tom isn’t thinking about anything but the task immediately in front of him. Why?

5. Why did Ma want the family to camp where there was shade and water?

6. When Tom was told he’d have to pay another fifty cents to stay at the campground, 
what did he decide to do?

You are a cook in a diner along Route 66. You know from people 
returning from California just how bad the job situation is. Write a 
journal entry in which you try to convince a family heading west, 
to change their plans and look for work somewhere else.

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen
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Chapters 26 to 27

4

Characterizing the Land 
The land in Oklahoma was worked steadily and lovingly by farmers who didn’t own it. 
Despite that, it became less and less fertile, largely because mistakes were made in what 
was grown and how.

In contrast, the land in California is rich and the crops grown there thrive. There are 
scientists who make sure that the soil stays rich and that the crops themselves stay healthy 
and free from parasites. Yet the land is worked by people who do not care for it.

Steinbeck’s philosophy concerns the tragedy of the commercialization of farming. The soil, 
the land in The Grapes of Wrath is almost a character in itself.

Write an essay, describing the land as if it were a person. What does it look like, act like? 
What would it say for itself? How does this change over the course of the story? How would 
it feel about its treatment by the various groups in the story?

A Police Report 
The workers striking at the orchard when the Joads show up are angry because they were 
expected to work for less than what would feed them and their families.

This anger and the determination of the landowners and the police to prevent group 
action led to the murder of two men: Jim Casy and Casy’s killer.

Imagine that you are a police officer who was not present for any of the events, but now 
has to investigate what happened. Write up a police report about the incident. Provide as 
much detail about what happened, beginning with the original unrest and ending with the 
return to the wage that caused the upset in the beginning.

Chapters 18 to 25
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. What was Jim Casy doing when we first met him in the novel?

2. When the company men are evicting the farmers, what reason do they give? 

     

3. Why does Jim Casy say he wants to go West with the Joads? 

    

4. Why do the Joads decide to help the Wilsons with their car?

5. After Al told Mae to give the man a whole loaf of bread, what did she do? 

6. How did Tom stop the bleeding on his hand when he cut it?

7. What advice did Tom give to the one-eyed man?

      

Comprehension Quiz

2

28

SUBTOTAL:          /15
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

panoramically headband heifer splattering
puckering fistfuls lusterless paling
degenerate drone anlage babbitt
bristled cannery tannic sheaf
exhortation vagrant truculent boxcar
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. talcum

2. mattock

3. provocatively

4. vacant

5. wizened

6. gulch

7. whisked

8. tributary

1.
a) pregnant

b) swamp

c) outcropping

d) junk

e) licorice

2.
a) chattering

b) puckered

c) scampered

d) transgression

e) heifer

1.
The Joad men kill, butcher 

and salt two pigs.

2.
If they should ever meet 
his folks, Muley wanted 
the Joads to tell them 

he was alright.

3.
First came boys from the 

town, and then came 
cats, then bats, mice, 

weasels and finally owls.

4.
Al was most worried about 

crossing the mountains 
because the car was 
overloaded and the 

engine might burn out. 

5.
Tom wasn’t worried 

because no one would 
know he’d left the state if 

he didn’t commit 
any crimes.

6.
Grampa Joad died 

because he couldn’t 
leave the land he was 

born and raised on.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. dungarees

2. corrugated

3. coroner

4. contractor

5. streamlined

6. bewildered

7. gasket

8. proprietor

1.
a) philosophies

b) formulas

c) jiggled

d) elaborate

e) one-eyed

2.
a) spatula

b) flush

c) clod

d) buzzard

e) piston

1.
The real problem is the 
hunger of hundreds of 
thousands of former 

farmers and their families 
who no longer have 

work or homes.

2.  
Answers will vary.

3.
Casy was quiet because 

he was lusting after 
flesh and thinking that,

 if he weren’t a preacher 
any more, he should 

get married.

4.
Answers may vary, but 

should mention that Tom is 
worried about what might 

happen in California, 
considering how many 

people are moving west 
looking for work.

5.
Ma wanted to camp 

where there was water 
and shade because of 
Granma, who has been 
ranting at Grampa, who 

died a few days previous.

6.
Tom decided that he, 
Casy and Uncle John 

would take the car down 
the road and wait for 
the others to come by 

in the morning.
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Chapters Ten to Thirteen
Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What did the family do to save money on food for the first part of their journey?

2. Why did Muley really stop by just before the Joads left for California?

3. Who came to visit the houses of the farmers after they left?

4. What part of the trip was Al most worried about? Why?

5. Why wasn’t Tom worried about breaking his parole by crossing state lines?

6. According to Casy, why did Grampa Joad die?

Journaling Prompt If you were left behind after everyone in your 
neighborhood left, what would you do to survive? Write 
a journal entry telling about your first day on your own.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Activity Six
Chinese Cuisine: the Ultimate Restaurant Menu

In the novel The Good Earth, a great deal of the story mentions food. Wang Lung is a farmer, who 
grows wheat, rice, corn, beans and garlic. The crops are for sale and for his family’s consumption. 
There are two famines, where food is in shortage, and then when Wang Lung is in the big city, he 
sees many different types of foods on sale. Finally, as Wang Lung becomes more wealthy and he 
has money to spend on luxuries, he begins to consume more foods that are exotic and special. 

Chinese cuisine is famous for many reasons: the history, the variety and the regional differences. 
In Imperial China, the emperors became very demanding about their food. Some emperors 
demanded that no dish is repeated in a year of meals, others required that the food be served 
looking like works of art. There were special foods that were cultivated only for the royal family 
and it was forbidden for others to try them. China is a large geographically diverse country, which 
produces a great variety of foods. There were few cultural taboos restricting certain foods that 
could not be eaten,. In addition, China has had a practice of trading with many other nations 
for food, so the food of China uses a large 
variety of foods. Finally, the regional differences 
traditionally reflected both the geographic 
location, and the cultural practices and 
meal plans.

Create a Menu that shows the great history of 
Chinese Cuisine, the extreme variety of foods 
consumed in China, and finally the regional 
differences in Chinese Cuisine. 

Research into the forbidden foods of China, the 
foods eaten by emperors, the unusual foods 
consumed and at least 4 different regions Plan 
the menu to include traditional appetizers, main 
courses and special treats, as well as typical 
drinks. Pictures would be great too!
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Activity Five
Creative Writing: Write a Ballad

Ballads are songs that tell a story, often written about the emotional turmoil faced by people. The 
characters in the novel face everything from unrequited love, betrayal, humiliation, starvation, 
theft, to death of a child; all great topics that would make a song. 

Step One: Brainstorm a list of the possible topics about which to write a song.

Possible Topics:

Step Two: Decide on the meaning of the poem/song. What is your message about the topic you 
have selected?

 

Step Three: Write down the details of what happened before, during, and after the situation you 
will highlight in your ballad. Plan on one stanza or verse per main factor in the development of the 
story situation for your ballad.

Step Four: Write the song. Start with the chorus; this is the refrain that will be repeated, so it should 
encapsulate the main message about your topic. Continue by developing the stanzas: decide on 
the rhyming pattern, if any, the meter or number of syllables to be used in each line. 

Present your song to your teacher. If you are musical, sing it!

*You can listen to or study poetic examples of Ballads to give your ideas for writing your ballad.
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Activity Four
The History of China

China is a world power. It has the largest population in the world today and 
because of that fact, one of the largest and fastest growing economies in the 
world. It has had a stable government for over 50 years, but this wasn’t always 
the case. In the novel, Wang Lung says near the end of his life, that he was 
curious about war, as he had heard of it all his life, but had never seen one.

The Modern History of China: A Visual Timeline

Step One: Research into the major events in Chinese history during Wang 
Lung’s lifetime. Make sure that your events are in Chronological order, starting 
from approximately the time that Wang Lung was born 1858 up to and 
including the Mao Revolution. For each event that makes your list, note down 
in point form the background causes and instigating incidents that caused 
the event.

Step Two: Gather images that show key places or events for each of the 
main events.

Step Three: Build a timeline: for each date, add the name of the event, the 
background causes and inciting incident and a picture.

...................Student Worksheet
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Lights, Camera, Action!
In 1937, a movie was made based upon the novel The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck. 
The fi lm was shot in China, in the Beijing area, the actors dressed in period clothing and 
wore typical hair styles form China of the 1900s but the main characters were not ethnic 
Chinese. The story line in the fi lm was adapted from a play written from the novel, and it 
does not stick strictly to the story line in the book. The fi lm technology of the time meant 
that the movie was shot in black and white. It was a huge success, making almost 3 million 
dollars at the box offi ce, and winning 2 Oscars at the Academy Awards. 

Plan out a modern version of the movie The Good Earth on a Storyboard.

The Characters: Who would you cast in the leading roles: Wang Lung? O-Lan? Lotus? 
Cuckoo? The uncle and his family? Wang Lung’s father and children? Ching? 

The Storyline: What would you highlight to create drama and intensity in the fi lm? What 
would you be willing to let go? Create a Story Board: Start by making a list of key events 
from the novel starting with Wang Lung preparing for his wedding, and ending in him 
walking the fi elds with his sons who are planning on selling the land. Decide on the key 
events to keep: Organize those in a story board: (see example below) In each square you 
note the event in the scene, location, special effects/music. If you can, a quick sketch of 
what the camera would see. For a novel of this size, you would want at least 16 squares in 
your story board, perhaps 20.

Wang Lung prepares 
for his wedding

O-Lan gives birth 
to a baby boy

They buy land from 
the House of Hwang

Drought and 
famine, suffering

Music: Purple 
Bamboo melody 
(Chinese traditional)

Music: Joy Music: Song of the 
plum

Music: Revitalizing 
joss sticks (Chinese 
traditional)

Quick sketch of 
him walking across 
the fi elds carrying 
a basket

Sketch of baby 
wrapped with 
O-Lan in bed

Sketch Wang Lung 
planting rice

Sketch skinny ox, 
black crows in the 
sky, Wang Lung 
crouched down 
in the soil

Bonus Question: Watch the classic movie and compare it to the novel. How are they 
similar? How is the story line different? Based upon the similarities and differences, what 
was the fi lm story line emphasis?

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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NAME: 

Activity Two
Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder

In the novel The Good Earth, the central character, Wang Lung, claims that he cannot love his wife 
O-Lan because she is ugly. When he first married her, he said, that although her face was plain, her 
body was beautiful. The one part of her that he always thought of as ugly, and that was her large 
feet.

Our concept of ‘beauty’ changes as we change, and it changes for society over time as well. 
Compare ‘Beauty’ in the 1900s China to ‘Beauty’ in this day and age. 

Descriptors China 1900s China today
Skin color

Skin markings/condition

Hair color and style

Facial features

Make up

Size and shape of body

Size and shape of specific 
body parts (which body parts 
are objectified?)

Popular adornment

Behaviors

Attractive activities and 
hobbies

What kind of clothing do 
beautiful women wear?

One word: Women must 
look ___________________

Some information on what Wang Lung’s society considered beautiful is in the novel, but you may 
need to do research. You can find information by looking at pictures/photographs from the 1900s 
as well as looking at magazine photos and media pictures today. 

“That was then…This is now”, and “You’ve come a long way baby”, were both ad campaign 
slogans used to suggest that Women are no longer governed by the restrictions of society’s norms. 
Create your own one page collage to highlight the differences in the concept of beauty as a result 
of your research.

Bonus Point: Research into the current day concept of Beauty in your area of the world. How does 
it compare to the concept of Beauty in China? Other countries?

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity One
Biography: Pearl S. Buck 

The Author: Pearl S. Buck won the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1938. She won this prize “for her rich 
and truly epic descriptions of peasant life in 
China and for her biographical masterpieces.” 
(www.nobelprize.org) 

During interviews, she said that she wrote about 
what she knew, and she knew China. Some of the 
questions that caused controversy included the fact 
that she wrote from the perspective of a Chinese 
Man. Finally, some people felt that she wrote with 
no emotion, about very emotional issues. 

Research: Find out about Pearl’s life, to find the 
answers to the following questions:

Part One: Why CHINA? Where did she live in 
China? Plot the places she grew up, and where 
she lived as a young married woman. Where does 
the story The Good Earth take place? Put in any 
details from the novel on your map: the village 
where Wang Lung lives, the city to the south, 
where they flee during the Famine, the city where 
Lotus used to live, the ‘desert to the north’ which 
causes the drought.

Part Two: Why a Farmer? Who did Pearl marry, 
and where did they live. What kind of work did he do? During her time with her husband was 
she happy? What interaction might she have had with women or local men during this time? 
Speculate as to why she would write from the perspective of a man.

Part Three: Why so Negative about Christian Missionaries? Research into some of Pearl S Buck’s 
political writing, particularly after 1945. What were her views on much of the work done by 
western missionaries in China and why did she hold these views? 

Part Four: Personal Causes: Why did Pearl Buck include the topic of children sold into slavery 
and mentally handicapped children in her novel. How do these two groups of people figure in 
her real life?

Part Five: Other Interesting Facts: From your research note what else you find out that is interesting 
about her life. 

Present your findings in a one page fact sheet to share with the class.

Pearl S. Buck, circa 1938

FREE! 



Spotl iGht On......................
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•  Her Chinese name is Sai Zhenzhu.

•  Pearl Buck set up an adoption agency called Welcome 
House Inc. for adopting Asian-American children. Pearl 
and her husband John had adopted a daughter.

•  She wrote The Child Who Never Grew in 1950, which highlighted her 
active interest in the care of mentally handicapped children. Her own 
daughter had been born with a disease (PKU) that had caused her to 
be mentally handicapped, which may have sparked her interest.

Did You Know?

Pearl S. Buck
o most of North America, Pearl S. 
Buck lived an exotic and fascinating 
life. She was born Pearl Comfort 

Sydenstricker on June 26, 1892 in Hillsboro, 
West Virginia. Her parents were missionaries 
and so she lived in China for most of her life 
until 1934. She moved to Anhui Province,  
the setting for most of The Good Earth with 
her first husband, John Lossing Buck.

In the early 1900s, life in China was largely 
a mystery to much of the rest of the world. 
Pearl Buck wrote about China in many of 
her novels, because it was what she knew, 
but also because one of her life goals was 
to dispel myths about Asia. She wanted 
to have the world see them as humans 
sharing the same qualities, strengths and 
weaknesses, even though their lifestyle  
and customs were so very different. 

She wrote many novels about China, and 
later other Asian nations. The Good Earth 
is the first and most popular of the trilogy 
based on the Wang family. The Good Earth 
was written in 1931, followed by Sons in 1932, 
and finally A House Divided in 1935.

T

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Chapters Seven to Nine

a)  Wang Lung was determined to buy more of the land from the House of Hwang, but 
after the first harvest he could not. Why?

 A  There was a drought and he didn’t make enough money.
 B He loaned money to his Uncle.
 C The villagers broke into his house and stole his silver.
 D The noble family would not sell to him.

b)   During the Famine in Chapter 8 and 9, which of the following was not eaten by 
Wang Lung?

 A corn cobs
 B the ox 
 C dirt
 D locust

c)   As the drought started, Wang Lung secretly bought another field. At the end of 
Chapter 8, why is Wang Lung happy that he had bought the land?

 A It can’t be stolen. 
 B It can be sold. 
 C It seems like he is getting richer.
 D He can farm it for food.

1. Put a check mark (✓) next to the answer that is most correct.

2. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a)  Wang Lung’s cousin gets married because Wang Lung gives his 
uncle the money for a dowry. 

T  F  b)  Wang Lung’s uncle has an ‘evil destiny’ to blame for his bad luck.

T  F  c)  Wang Lung’s daughter can’t walk because they are binding her feet.

T  F  d)  Wang Lung sells his land to get money for food.

T  F  e)   The villagers attack Wang Lung’s house looking for food and money.

T  F  f)   Wang Lung is furious with his uncle because he convinced the 
villagers to steal from him.

T  F  g)   The villagers felt justified in taking anything they found because 
Wang Lung had been greedy.

T  F  h)   O-Lan sells the last of their belongings for 2 pieces of silver.

NAME: 

...................Before You Read
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Infanticide is the murder of a newly-born child, or infant, usually by a parent. Do some 
research and investigate why a parent in China would want to kill their own child. Are 
there any other places where this occurs?

2. What is ‘destiny’? How does destiny affect the actions of the characters in the novel? 
How would it affect your own actions? 

3. From what you have read so far in the novel, write one sentence that describes the 
role women play during this time period in China. How does this differ from your own 
modern society?

Chapters Seven to Nine

Vocabulary   
Circle the correct word or definition that matches the meaning 
of the underlined word.

1. Acrid a) dry b) bitter c) putrid d) fragrant

2. Allayed a) relieved b) prayed c) disfigured d)  soil tested 
for minerals 

3. Barren a)  sterile or infertile b) give birth c) wide open d) flat dusty land

4. Berate a) evaluate b) a rake c) sift d) scold or criticize

5. Essayed a)  a written exam b) annex c) tried d) educated

6. Unctuous a) serpent like b) righteous c) rolling  d)  excessively 
flattering 

7. Parched a)  extremely dry b) a fresh fish c) alleged d) paper thin

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Chapters Seven to Nine
Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What motivates Wang Lung to approach his aunt and demand she control her daughter? 

2. Wang Lung felt it was a bad omen when his wife gave birth to a girl, yet he forms a 
special attachment to his little girl. Why?

3. Analyze the actions of Wang Lung’s uncle to describe clearly his true character. 

Actions: What it says about his true character:
Uncle blames his dirty house, poorly behaving 
children and low crop yield on his ‘evil destiny’.

Uncle pressures Wang Lung for money to use 
as a dowry for his oldest child, Wang Lung 
suspects that he will gamble it away.

Uncle tells villagers that his nephew has food 
and money hidden away in his house, while 
others starve.

Uncle takes money from opportunistic 
merchants and brings men to Wang Lung’s 
house to convince him to sell his lands.

4. Foreshadowing occurs when an author writes elements into the story that hint at future 
events in the story. Predict what may happen with the House of Hwang during The Famine, 
based upon foreshadowing that appears in the text. Use evidence from the chapters.

5. Based on Wang Lung’s Uncle and his family’s behaviors in these chapters, can you 
predict what problems they may cause for Wang Lung in the future? 

Journaling Prompt
In turn of the century China, elder males were given great respect and honor. 
Wang Lung must not be rude to his uncle and must share his money with him. 
Wang Lung also makes sure that his father has food, even if he himself, nor his 
children and wife have any. How is this different from your society today? Who 
is respected in your society? Is this good or bad? Explain.
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...................WritinG Task #

Chapters 1 to 10

1

2

Chapters 11 to 13
Newspaper Article
Take one event in the novel and write it up as if it were the feature story on the cover 
of a local newspaper. Study newspaper style writing, recognizing the need to keep your 
sentences fact-filled, unbiased, and to the point. 

The first paragraph should give the most important information right away, and each 
subsequent paragraph fills in the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How, with more and 
more background information. Your feature story should have a photo and a headline to 
catch the reader’s attention. 

Examples of events to cover for the newspaper article could be: 

• the Famine
• the locust
• the bandit’s attack on the House of Hwang
• or choose one of your own

Demonstrate Your Style 
Take the topic of ‘the land’ in the novel, and write 4 paragraphs, one for each of the 
following:

• Narrative
• Expository
• Persuasive
• Descriptive

A narrative paragraph would tell a story related to the farming land. An expository 
paragraph would teach someone how to farm the land. A persuasive paragraph would 
convince someone to farm the land, and a descriptive paragraph would describe the 
land using as many senses as possible. 

All paragraphs start with a strong topic sentence, a couple body sentences full of 
information to support the topic, and finish with a closing or concluding sentence 
that sums up or helps the reader have a more profound understanding of the topic 
of the paragraph.
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. List 3 reasons why Wang Lung’s father suggested that a slave from the 
great House of Hwang would make a good wife for him.

2. Although she was a good wife, what did Wang Lung always dislike about O-Lan? 

    

3. Compare Wang Lung to his Uncle in 3 ways: work habits, their actions during 
the Famine, and handling of money.  

    

4. In many ways, O-Lan was stronger than Wang Lung. Explain one way that 
O-Lan’s actions demonstrate her physical strength, and one way that 
demonstrates her emotional strength. 

5. According to Wang Lung, why is the Hwang family failing?  

6. After his neighbors attacked his farm and stole what they could find, why 
did Wang Lung say he was glad that he had used all his money to buy land 
before the drought? 

7. How does the second daughter die? Why? 

Comprehension Quiz

3

32

SUBTOTAL:          /14

1

3

2

1

2

2
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

unseemly destiny harlot winnow quiescent
haranguing merit husbanded sundered remorse

serf mar dallied yoke steward
omen flail lotus gilt garner
chaff relish opium impudent taoist
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

3.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: Women are often 
called slaves; they were 
expected to work for the 

good of the family.

Vocabulary

1. b 

2. b

3. a

4. d

5. c

6. d

7. a

1.
a) ✔ B

b) ✔ D 

c) ✔ A

2.
a) F 

b) T 
c) F 
d) F 

e) T 

f) F 

g) T 

h) T 

1.
Family honor.

2.
She smiles when she 

looks at him.

3.
Answers will vary, but 

may include: Lazy, foolish 
and selfish, jealous and 
vindictive, opportunistic 

and amoral .

4.
Answers will vary, but 

may include: House of 
Hwang will sell more land; 

they are already broke 
and spending too much 

money; it will be attacked 
and ransacked just as 

the villagers crazed with 
hunger attacked Wang 

Lung; people at the gate 
of the house have lost 
respect for them and 
are cursing the House 

of Hwang. 

5.
Answers will vary, but 

should include that his 
Uncle’s family would 
continue to extort or 

expect money and/or 
food from Wang Lung. 
Also, that the Uncle’s 

children will not behave 
according to Wang 
Lung’s moral code.

1.
Answers will vary, but may 

include: hardworking, 
determined, resourceful, 

thrifty, frugal.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary
Reasons will vary.

1. c

2. d

3. b

4. c

5. c

1.
a) train

b) mats; wall; 
remember

c) beg; ashamed; 
8; 13; money

d) rickshaw

e) public kitchens; 
cauldrons; stampede

f) 4; beg; girl 

g) second; pork; 
thieves 

h) O-Lan; meat

2.
a) the firewagon 

(train)
b) the mat huts build 
along the grey wall

c) Wang Lung 
pulling the rickshaw 

for the first time
d) the poor people

e) the hairy white 
foreigner who gave 
him a gospel tract

1.
O-Lan lived through a famine 

when she was young, and 
knew to preserve food if 

possible, even the cobs of 
corn could be eaten. She 
learned to build mat huts, 
beg , scavenge and steal 

when her family had fled to 
the south. She listens to what 
is happening around her and 
takes advantage when the 
great house is broken open. 
When she was a slave, she 

had learned that people with 
treasure will have a hiding 

place often in the walls; this 
helped her find a treasure to 

get them back home. 

2.  
This is hinting that when people 

are young enough to still 
have hope, they will become 
unhappy and perhaps rebel, 
foreshadowing the invasion of 

the wealthy house, and perhaps 
other actions in the future.

3.
This statement tells us that 

O-Lan was very poorly treated 
as a slave in the House of 

Hwang, and it also tells us that 
she loves her husband, that 
she would consider selling a 
child into slavery just so he 
can get home to his lands.

4.
O-Lan says “If it were only I, she 
would be killed before she was 
sold… the slave of slaves was I! 
But a dead girl brings nothing. 
I would sell this girl for you-to 
take you back to the land.”

5.
He was afraid of being 
‘shanghaied’ (meaning 

abducted by soldiers to work 
for them in the upcoming war). 

The soldiers were combing 
the city and taking any able 

bodied man with them.
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Chapters Seven to Nine
Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What motivates Wang Lung to approach his aunt and demand she control her daughter? 

2. Wang Lung felt it was a bad omen when his wife gave birth to a girl, yet he forms a 
special attachment to his little girl. Why?

3. Analyze the actions of Wang Lung’s uncle to describe clearly his true character. 

Actions: What it says about his true character:
Uncle blames his dirty house, poorly behaving 
children and low crop yield on his ‘evil destiny’.

Uncle pressures Wang Lung for money to use 
as a dowry for his oldest child, Wang Lung 
suspects that he will gamble it away.

Uncle tells villagers that his nephew has food 
and money hidden away in his house, while 
others starve.

Uncle takes money from opportunistic 
merchants and brings men to Wang Lung’s 
house to convince him to sell his lands.

4. Foreshadowing occurs when an author writes elements into the story that hint at future 
events in the story. Predict what may happen with the House of Hwang during The Famine, 
based upon foreshadowing that appears in the text. Use evidence from the chapters.

5. Based on Wang Lung’s Uncle and his family’s behaviors in these chapters, can you 
predict what problems they may cause for Wang Lung in the future? 

Journaling Prompt
In turn of the century China, elder males were given great respect and honor. 
Wang Lung must not be rude to his uncle and must share his money with him. 
Wang Lung also makes sure that his father has food, even if he himself, nor his 
children and wife have any. How is this different from your society today? Who 
is respected in your society? Is this good or bad? Explain.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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• RSL.9-‐10.1	  Cite	  strong	  and	  thorough	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  what	  the	  text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  well	  as	  inferences	  drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
• RSL.9-‐10.2	  Determine	  a	  theme	  or	  central	  idea	  of	  a	  text	  and	  analyze	  in	  detail	  its	  development	  over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  text,	  including	  how	  it	  emerges	  and	  is	  shaped	  

and	  refined	  by	  specific	  details;	  provide	  an	  objective	  summary	  of	  the	  text.	  
• RSL.9-‐10.3	  Analyze	  how	  complex	  characters	  develop	  over	  the	  course	  of	  a	  text,	  interact	  with	  other	  characters,	  and	  advance	  the	  plot	  or	  develop	  the	  theme.	  
• RSL.9-‐10.4	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  the	  text,	  including	  figurative	  and	  connotative	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  cumulative	  

impact	  of	  specific	  word	  choices	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone.	  
• RSL.9-‐10.7	  Analyze	  the	  representation	  of	  a	  subject	  or	  a	  key	  scene	  in	  two	  different	  artistic	  mediums,	  including	  what	  is	  emphasized	  or	  absent	  in	  each	  treatment.	  
• RSL.9-‐10.10	  By	  the	  end	  of	  grade	  9	  read	  and	  comprehend	  literature,	  including	  stories,	  dramas,	  and	  poems,	  in	  the	  grades	  9–10	  text	  complexity	  band	  proficiently,	  

with	  scaffolding	  as	  needed	  at	  the	  high	  end	  of	  the	  range.	  By	  the	  end	  of	  grade	  10,	  read	  and	  comprehend	  literature,	  including	  stories,	  dramas,	  and	  poems,	  at	  the	  
high	  end	  of	  the	  grades	  9–10	  text	  complexity	  band	  independently	  and	  proficiently.	  

• RSL.11-‐12.1	  Cite	  strong	  and	  thorough	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  what	  the	  text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  well	  as	  inferences	  drawn	  from	  the	  text,	  including	  
determining	  where	  the	  text	  leaves	  matters	  uncertain.	  

• RSL.11-‐12.2	  Determine	  two	  or	  more	  themes	  or	  central	  ideas	  of	  a	  text	  and	  analyze	  their	  development	  over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  text,	  including	  how	  they	  interact	  
and	  build	  on	  one	  another	  to	  produce	  a	  complex	  account;	  provide	  an	  objective	  summary	  of	  the	  text.	  

• RSL.11-‐12.3	  Analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  author’s	  choices	  regarding	  how	  to	  develop	  and	  relate	  elements	  of	  a	  story	  or	  drama.	  
• RSL.11-‐12.4	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  the	  text,	  including	  figurative	  and	  connotative	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  

specific	  word	  choices	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone,	  including	  words	  with	  multiple	  meanings	  or	  language	  that	  is	  particularly	  fresh,	  engaging,	  or	  beautiful.	  
• RSL.11-‐12.7	  Analyze	  multiple	  interpretations	  of	  a	  story,	  drama,	  or	  poem,	  evaluating	  how	  each	  version	  interprets	  the	  source	  text.	  

RSL.11-‐12.10	  By	  the	  end	  of	  grade	  11,	  read	  and	  comprehend	  literature,	  including	  stories,	  dramas,	  and	  poems,	  in	  the	  grades	  11–CCR	  text	  complexity	  band	  
proficiently,	  with	  scaffolding	  as	  needed	  at	  the	  high	  end	  of	  the	  range.	  By	  the	  end	  of	  grade	  12,	  read	  and	  comprehend	  literature,	  including	  stories,	  dramas,	  and	  
poems,	  at	  the	  high	  end	  of	  the	  grades	  11–CCR	  text	  complexity	  band	  independently	  and	  proficiently.	  

• WS.9-‐10.1	  Write	  arguments	  to	  support	  claims	  in	  an	  analysis	  of	  substantive	  topics	  or	  texts,	  using	  valid	  reasoning	  and	  relevant	  and	  sufficient	  evidence.	  	  
• WS.9-‐10.2	  Write	  informative/explanatory	  texts	  to	  examine	  and	  convey	  complex	  ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  information	  clearly	  and	  accurately	  through	  the	  effective	  

selection,	  organization,	  and	  analysis	  of	  content.	  	  
• WS.9-‐10.3	  Write	  narratives	  to	  develop	  real	  or	  imagined	  experiences	  or	  events	  using	  effective	  technique,	  well-‐chosen	  details,	  and	  well-‐structured	  event	  

sequences..	  
• WS.9-‐10.4	  Produce	  clear	  and	  coherent	  writing	  in	  which	  the	  development,	  organization,	  and	  style	  are	  appropriate	  to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  audience.	  
• WS.9-‐10.7	  Conduct	  short	  as	  well	  as	  more	  sustained	  research	  projects	  to	  answer	  a	  question	  or	  solve	  a	  problem;	  narrow	  or	  broaden	  the	  inquiry	  when	  

appropriate;	  synthesize	  multiple	  sources	  on	  the	  subject,	  demonstrating	  understanding	  of	  the	  subject	  under	  investigation.	  
• WS.9-‐10.8	  Gather	  relevant	  information	  from	  multiple	  authoritative	  print	  and	  digital	  sources,	  using	  advanced	  searches	  effectively;	  assess	  the	  usefulness	  of	  each	  

source	  in	  answering	  the	  research	  question;	  integrate	  information	  into	  the	  text	  selectively	  to	  maintain	  the	  flow	  of	  ideas,	  avoiding	  plagiarism	  and	  following	  a	  
standard	  format	  for	  citation.	  

• WS.9-‐10.9	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  literary	  or	  informational	  texts	  to	  support	  analysis,	  reflection,	  and	  research.	  	  
• WS.11-‐12.1	  Write	  arguments	  to	  support	  claims	  in	  an	  analysis	  of	  substantive	  topics	  or	  texts,	  using	  valid	  reasoning	  and	  relevant	  and	  sufficient	  evidence.	  	  
• WS.11-‐12.2	  Write	  informative/explanatory	  texts	  to	  examine	  and	  convey	  complex	  ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  information	  clearly	  and	  accurately	  through	  the	  effective	  

selection,	  organization,	  and	  analysis	  of	  content.	  	  
• WS.11-‐12.3	  Write	  narratives	  to	  develop	  real	  or	  imagined	  experiences	  or	  events	  using	  effective	  technique,	  well-‐chosen	  details,	  and	  well-‐structured	  event	  

sequences.	  	  
• WS.11-‐12.4	  Produce	  clear	  and	  coherent	  writing	  in	  which	  the	  development,	  organization,	  and	  style	  are	  appropriate	  to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  audience.	  
• WS.11-‐12.7	  Conduct	  short	  as	  well	  as	  more	  sustained	  research	  projects	  to	  answer	  a	  question	  or	  solve	  a	  problem;	  narrow	  or	  broaden	  the	  inquiry	  when	  

appropriate;	  synthesize	  multiple	  sources	  on	  the	  subject,	  demonstrating	  understanding	  of	  the	  subject	  under	  investigation.	  
• WS.11-‐12.8	  Gather	  relevant	  information	  from	  multiple	  authoritative	  print	  and	  digital	  sources,	  using	  advanced	  searches	  effectively;	  assess	  the	  strengths	  and	  

limitations	  of	  each	  source	  in	  terms	  of	  the	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  audience;	  integrate	  information	  into	  the	  text	  selectively	  to	  maintain	  the	  flow	  of	  ideas,	  avoiding	  
plagiarism	  and	  overreliance	  on	  any	  one	  source	  and	  following	  a	  standard	  format	  for	  citation.	  

• WS.11-‐12.9	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  literary	  or	  informational	  texts	  to	  support	  analysis,	  reflection,	  and	  research.	  	  
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