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Activity Six
Dreams of a Better Life

Dreams and aspirations play almost as large a role in Of Mice and Men as do loneliness 
and isolation. How are these two concepts connected in the story?

Make a chart. There should be three rows and four columns. Pick three characters from the 
story—other than George and Lennie. Describe who they are, including a short description 
of their physical appearance and personality in the first column.

In the second column, detail that character’s comments about their dreams and 
aspirations. In this column, also list any instances where the character has expressed 
feelings of loneliness or isolation. Be sure to use quotes and evidence from the book.

In the third column, discuss how each of your chosen characters’ loneliness is connected 
to those dreams and aspirations. This connection should be based on evidence, but also 
include connections based on your own perceptions of the character.

In the final column, compare that connection of loneliness and dreams with the dynamic 
between George and Lennie and their dream of owning the piece of land. 

Once you’re finished, share your findings as a class.

Characters Appearance & 
Personality

Dreams & 
Aspirations

Loneliness 
Connection

Comparison 
with George & 

Lennie

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Activity Five
Research Report

Of Mice and Men is a compelling story of life during the Dust Bowl. George and Lennie are 
migrant workers with no family, no home, and make just enough money through odd jobs 
to scrape by. They have one dream: to own a piece of land for themselves.

While the story is certainly enthralling, the question you have to answer is whether the story 
is accurate. Research life during the Dust Bowl. Was it common for men to travel across 
the country for work? Were the types of jobs and money offered for George and Lennie’s 
services really what one could expect from life during the Great Depression?

Research the Dust Bowl, its causes and its impacts on the country. What factors played into 
the crisis? Were those causes natural or man-made? Are those causes reflected accurately 
in the story?

Your report should be clear and concise and answer all of the questions posed above.

In your opening statement, say whether you believe the story is accurate in its depiction of 
life during that time and the conditions for people like George and Lennie. 

In your closing statement, reiterate your stance along with a summation of the reasoning 
for your opinion. The finished product should be at least three typed, double-spaced pages.
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Activity Four
Screenplay

“Curley stepped gingerly close to him.

‘You the new guys the old man was waitin’ for?’

‘We just come in,’ said George.

‘Let the big guy talk.’

Lennie twisted with embarrassment.

George said, ‘s’pose he don’t want to talk?’

Curley lashed his body around.

‘By Christ, he’s gotta talk when he’s spoken to. What the hell are you getting’ into it for?’

‘We travel together,’ said George coldly.

‘Oh, so it’s that way.’

George was tense, and motionless.

‘Yeah, it’s that way.’”

Choose an exciting scene from the book and then envision it on the big screen. You’re 
tasked with writing the screenplay for the new film version of Of Mice and Men. 

Research and execute the proper screenplay format. You may want to be a bit creative. 
You can add “Director’s Notes” highlighted in red, to signal the actor to move or to speak in 
a specific way. For example:

Curley steps gingerly  ( Director's Note: almost sauntering ) 
close to Lennie.

CURLEY
You the new guys the old man was waiting for?

GEORGE
We just come in.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Three
Mind Map

George is small and wiry. Lennie is large and lumbering. These physical descriptions help 
the reader understand the reasoning behind some of the thoughts and actions characters 
take in the story. However, physical appearance doesn’t give the full picture of these 
characters.

Choose one of your favorite characters from the book and really try to understand that 
character. Use their comments, actions, and any other information offered in the story by 
the author to map the mind of your chosen character.

Use the blank brain image below. You will use this space to write all of your character’s 
traits to accurately describe your character.

Personality traits that are more prevalent will be represented by larger words. Less 
important traits should be smaller. The final product should resemble a word cloud with 
your character’s personality as the subject.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Switching Roles

“Lennie knelt and looked over the fire at the angry George. And Lennie’s face was drawn 
with terror.

‘An’ whatta I got,’ George went on furiously. ‘I got you. You can’t keep a job and you lose 
ever’ job I get. Jus’ keep me shovin’ all over the country all the time. An’ that ain’t the worst. 
You get in trouble. You do bad things and I got to get you out.’”

“Curley’s fist was swinging when Lennie reached for it. The next minute Curley was flopping 
like a fish on a line and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand.”

Despite sometimes showing contempt for Lennie, George is always there for him. 
Conversely, Lennie may not be smart, but he’s big and strong. Imagine now that Lennie and 
George have switched minds. George is now a small, unintelligent man, while Lennie is his 
big, strong protector.

Using this concept, rewrite a scene from the book with George and Lennie in their new 
roles. Write the scene so that the characters—small, unintelligent George, and big, strong 
Lennie—react as though they’ve switched places. The scene should be an important one 
that shows the dynamic between George and Lennie.

When you’re finished, write about 200 words explaining how the characters’ thoughts and 
actions changed as a result of the switch.

Gary Sinise and John Malkovich from Of Mice and Men (1992)

...................Student Worksheet
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Board Game

There were many pratfalls in the isolated world that was the west during the Dust Bowl. 
Gambling, drinking, and encounters with violence were as common as a sandy breeze.

Whether a person would have enough food, money or shelter to make it through the hard 
times was about as random as a roll of the dice. With that in mind, your task is to take the 
ideas, themes, motifs, and settings presented in Of Mice and Men and translate them into a 
board game.

It could be a strategic game or a trivia game using information from the story. The type of 
board game is entirely up to you. Be creative.

Get together in groups of three or four and brainstorm a plan for your game. Together, draft 
a set of rules, design, and build a game board or whatever else your game requires.

Be creative, but be sure to include characters, themes, and settings from the book in some 
way. Once you’ve finished creating your game, switch with another group and play each 
other’s games.

Activity One
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ohn Ernst Steinbeck, Jr. was born in Salinas 
California on February 27, 1902. He was the 
third of four children and the only boy. The 
town is very close to the Pacific Coast and 

to the fertile land of the Salinas Valley, which was 
often the setting of his writing. Steinbeck’s father 
worked various jobs—he managed a flour plant, 
owned a feed and grain store, and later served 
as treasurer for California’s Monterey County. 
Steinbeck’s mother, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck, 
was a schoolteacher. Steinbeck had a happy 
childhood, was shy but smart, and developed a 
love of the written word early on.

While in high school, Steinbeck professed a goal 
of becoming a writer and would work in the attic 
of his Salinas home at night on stories and poems. 
He sent out many stories to magazines with a false 
name and without a return address, later saying he 
was scared to receive a rejection letter. Steinbeck 
enrolled in Stanford University after graduating high 
school in 1919. At Stanford, Steinbeck attended creative writing courses, studied world history and 
biology, but left in 1925 without earning a degree.

After spending a period in New York City, where he earned little money as a journalist and laborer, 
Steinbeck traveled back to Lake Tahoe, California and completed his first novel—Cup of Gold—in 
1929. Based on the life of Henry Morgan, the book was unsuccessful. During this time, Steinbeck met 
and married Carol Henning and worked on his next novel, To a God Unknown, published in 1933. He 
followed up with his first success Tortilla Flat in 1935. In the coming years, Steinbeck ingrained himself in 
the history of American literature with Of Mice and Men and The Grapes of Wrath. The stories helped 
make him one of the most celebrated American authors of all time. He continued to write up until his 
death in December 1968.

• The title Of Mice and Men comes from the Robert Burns poem 
“To a Mouse.” The poem originated the saying that “the best laid 
schemes of mice and men often go awry”.

• Of Mice and Men was based on author John Steinbeck’s own experiences as 
a migrant worker in the 1920s.

• The novella has been adapted into a movie several times, including a 1992 
film starring Gary Sinise and John Malkovich. It has also been adapted for 
radio and stage productions.

Did You Know?

John Steinbeck

J

NAME: 
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1. Put a check mark (3) next to the answer that is most correct. 

a) Where were Lennie and George both born?

 A    Chicago

 B  Weed

 C  Auburn

 D  Lubbock, Texas

b) Which game do George and Whit play?

 A  52 pickup

 B  Solitaire

 C  Hide and seek

 D  Euchre

c) What game is going on outside the bunk house as George and Slim talk?

 A  Horseshoes

 B  Hide and Seek

 C  Red rover

 D  None of the above

d) What is Candy asking for when he says “I gotta gut ache.”

 A  A slug in the face.

 B  A slash of liniment oil.

 C  Some pain pills.

 D  A slug of whisky.

e) Which river does George tell Slim Lennie almost drowned in?

 A  The Salinas River

 B  The Colorado River

 C  The Sacramento River

 D  The Mississippi River

Section Three (Part One)
(From “Although there was evening brightness showing...” to “I give him one of them pups.”)

NAME: 

...................Before You Read
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Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

satisfied relish littered whitewashed
stocky hearty sore skeptically

1. Inside, the walls were ____________ and the floor unpainted.

2. In the middle of the room stood a big square table ____________ with playing cards.

3. “He was ____________ as hell when you wasn’t here to go out this morning.”

4. “I ain’t so sure,” George said ____________. 

5. Finally George seemed ____________.

6. “Drink ____________ boys. Christmas comes but once a year.”

7. He paused in ____________ of the memory.

8. A little ____________ man stood in the open doorway. 

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. At the end of the last Section, Lennie says he remembers not to say a word when the 
pair go to the ranch. Predict whether he’ll really remember not to speak.

2. George tells Lennie to come back to the pond if he gets in trouble. Do you believe this 
could be foreshadowing future events? Why?

Section Two (Part One)
(From “The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.” to “”Seen my old man?” he asked.”)

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Where does Crooks stay on the ranch? Why? 

2. Why is Crooks described as more “permanent” than the other men?

3. Why do you think Crooks doesn’t want Lennie in his room initially? Use evidence.

4. Why does Crooks eventually relent and tell Lennie to sit down? Use evidence.

5. Why do you believe Crooks takes so much delight in “torturing” Lennie with his 
questions supposing George doesn’t come back?

6. Crooks mentions that “a guy needs somebody to be near him.” How does this relate to 
the themes of the story? Use evidence to support your answer.      

Section Four (Part One)
(From “Crooks, the negro stable buck,...” to “Maybe I better go see.”)

In this Section it is mentioned that Crooks has a copy of 
the California civil code for 1905. The code is made up of 
statutes that outline the obligations and rights of people 
within the state. Research civil rights at the turn of the 20th 
century and describe what you find in a few paragraphs. 
Why might Crooks have this book? What importance would 
it have for him, if any? Discuss your findings with a partner.

Journaling Prompt
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...................

Sections 1 to 2 (Part 1)

1

WritinG Task # 2

Sections 1 to 3 (Part 1)
A Poem  
Poetry has been used for centuries to convey emotion and complex concepts. Now it’s up to you 
to try to capture the essence of George and Lennie’s relationship through poetry. 

Your piece can be any type of poetry you wish—free verse, haiku, limerick, or ballad—as long as 
you’re able to establish a sense of the relationship between the two characters. Length isn’t as 
important as making sure the poem accurately depicts Lennie and George’s friendship.

Be sure to establish what type of poem you’re writing at the top of your page and stick to the style.

For example, in haiku the story could go like this:

Sense of Place
One of the most noticeable aspects of Steinbeck’s writing is his ability to quickly establish a sense of 
place with depth—sights, sounds, smells—that pull the reader into the story.

Go back through the book so far and make note of some of the ways the author is able to build 
that sense of place. Think—as mentioned above—of the sights, sounds and smells of a scene, but 
also of the way characters speak and react.

Choose 10 different sentences or paragraphs that help to create a realistic world within the story. 
For each sentence or paragraph, discuss in detail why it’s effective in establishing a sense of place 
and what drew you to it.

Each description should be about 100 words. 

Bound by loneliness
Seeking a place to call home

To have our own land 

}5 syllables
}7 syllables
}5 syllables

NAME: 

...................After You Read

45
Of Mice and Men CC2016

Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. Why were George and Lennie run out of the last place they worked?    

2. Name the important themes or motifs of the story. 

    

3. What is the name of the river mentioned early in the story? 

4. How does George feel about Lennie at the beginning of the story? 

5. What is the significance of the piece of land George and Lennie talk about?

6. Name two characters who abuse the ranch hands in different ways.  

7. Who first suggests Candy put down his dog? Why?

      

Comprehension Quiz

2

29

SUBTOTAL:          /17

3

1

4

2

2

3
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically,     
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

anguished hearty misery sore
basins hoosegow morosely thuds
bunk imitated obvious toneless

clangs jarred ominously torture
dignity jeering raptly twinkling
ego lanced rosy whimpering  
flopped meager scoffed

gradually mended slats

b v l f s n z j z r u b a w d o g g l y p e a w

s n i s a b m a r a h m k f a x i d a r x l y h

i j e y f u r n b k e o e j z m k x n e q p k i

a n g u i s h e d s a r x n t w y g c g j k r m

t j q r o s y w m l r o r c d i n k e a r l z p

o b c i a e b t k b t s o f q e c e d e z u g e

r f i d q d d n t q y e a i q j d o h m p g e r

t p w e c j u v f v c l v f d k m y x i j q h i

u z d o w b n a u m a y s b x h s a f u l a m n

r i b s b d r q l g e g h p e d x t g d n s p g

e q e c h v t u f l o p p e d k h p d a u r d y

w j p o c b i c t w y s g q l w m s l e o t l k

m o g n v l x o m b n j v c b e a g p z r f k l

i a p t p j a r u g e d n w b x w n e n j r c o

s r a d h u z n b s y v g f l h o c c g i y a q

e h a z y t f r g d d i r l o z d a o i m a l j

r o c p v l g n h s e j v c x e f p w o f k y p

y o t y t v i r m w t u t r h o h y s y c n s d

b s o r e l s i q i a e y k n s u o t m p c e u

s e s u k e y r m p t s l a t s h i r u q f r x

w g t n q l a w k n i d u r j k n h z l f j v o

f o i r x t w v z s m u o g e g b x a o y i m n

z w j e e r i n g w i h x t i h m k c v n s t s

t y z v s s e l e n o t u d g y l s u o n i m o
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Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

1.

2.

Vocabulary

5. satisfied

3. sore

7. relish

2. littered

6. hearty

4. skeptically 

1. whitewashed

8. stocky 

b) laboring

c) swamper

d) squinted

e)  scowled

a) soiled

1.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: George gives an 

excuse to why Lennie is the 
way he is so the boss will give 

them a chance. Once he sees 
Lennie work, it won’t matter 
why he’s the way that he is.

2.
Answers will vary, but may 
include: during this time 

period, people of another 
color were not as respected 

as others.

3.
The boss brought a gallon of 
whisky to the bunk house at 

Christmas.

4.
Answers will vary, but may 

include: It could be argued 
Lennie’s talking didn’t impact 

the situation. The boss had 
already identified the fact 

that Lennie wasn’t speaking 
and would have wondered 
why in any case. Therefore 

George’s own plan of having 
him not talk could have had 

as big an impact.

5.
George tells the boss they 

were digging a cesspool. He 
lied about the job in fear that 
the boss would find out why 

they really left Weed.

6.
Lennie’s reaction to George’s 

lie illustrates that Lennie 
doesn’t understand why 

George is lying and furthers his 
depiction as an unintelligent 

man.

1.
The swamper, Candy, says 
Curley keeps his hand in a 

glove full of vaseline to keep it 
soft for his wife.

2.  
Answers will vary, but may 
include: Curley has been 

noted to be prone to fighting, 
while his wife could stir up 

trouble by talking to the ranch 
hands, thus stoking Curley’s 

jealousy.

3.
Answers will vary.

4.
George is playing solitaire in 

the bunk house.

5.
Carlson says Candy’s old 

dog smells and should be put 
down. He says the pup could 

replace the old dog.

a)  F

b)  T

c)  T

d)  T

e)  F

f)   F 

Vocabulary

Across

 1. pugnacious

6. plaintively

7. Candy

9. disengage 

12. basins

13. derogatory 

14. scraps

15. flounced

16. gingerly

17. archly

Down

2. calculating

3. George

4. Lennie

5. contorted

7. crouch

8. Slim 

10. gossip

11. brusquely

12. brilliant

1.

a) basins

b) crushed
c) Stetson

d) blue

e) jeans
f) denim
g) jacket

h) majesty
i) royalty

j) master
k) craftsmen

l) prince
m) leaders

n) bull
o) whip

p) gravity
q) profound

r) authority

s) Slim

t) ageless

17 18 19 20 21 22

1.

2.

6.
It’s established that Curley 

often picks fights. His actions 
suggest Curley is insecure in 

his small stature.

NAME: 
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Why do you think George would lie about why Lennie is how he is?

2. What does the ranch hand’s treatment of the stable buck tell you about the time 
period? Explain your answer.

3. What did the boss bring to the bunk house at Christmas?

4. Do you believe George was justified in saying Lennie speaking almost cost them the 
job? Explain your answer.

5. What job does George tell the boss Lennie and he had in Weed? Why would he tell the 
boss this?

6. What does Lennie’s response to George’s lie tell you about Lennie’s character?

Throughout the first few Sections, the author has talked about 
many of the tools or other things Lennie and George carry with 
them, such as their bindles. Research such belongings and 
create an overview or outline of what a typical migrant worker 
in the time period would have been traveling with.

Section Two (Part One)
(From “The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.” to “”Seen my old man?” he asked.”)

Journaling Prompt
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Activity Six
Hungry for Pleasure

“The migrant people, scuttling for work, scrabbling to live, looked always for pleasure, dug 
for pleasure, manufactured pleasure, and they were hungry for amusement. Sometimes 
amusement lay in speech, and they climbed up their lives with jokes. And it came about...
that the story teller grew into being...
...

“And perhaps a man balanced twenty cents between food and pleasure, and he went to 
a movie in Marysville or Tulare, in Ceres or Mountain View. And he came back to the ditch 
camp with his memory crowded. And he told how it was...
...

“And always, if he had a little money, a man could get drunk.
...

“... in the evening, harmonica and fiddle and guitar. Playing a reel and tapping out the 
tune, and the big deep strings of the guitar beating like a heart, and the harmonica’s 
sharp chords and the skirl and squeal of the fiddle. People have to move close. They 
can’t help it.”

Steinbeck doesn’t forget the need for pleasure and amusement among the migrant farm 
workers in The Grapes of Wrath.

Music, dancing, movies, even getting drunk—not in spite of, but because of the hardness 
of the times, diversion and play are needed.

Pick a type—music, dancing, or movies—and research what was popular in that kind 
of entertainment during the 1930s in California. Find out how it changed as the decade 
progressed. 

• What were the trends? 
• What were the hits? 
• Were some more popular with the poor people than the rich? 
• Did the migrants favor the same things as the native Californians?

Find some examples of music, dancing, and movies from the 1930s — at least one from 
each year — and put a media album of them together. Decide for yourself, what theme 
the collection will have.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Five
Religion: Good or Bad?

“‘I was a preacher... But not no more... Jus Jim Casy now. Ain’t got the call no more. 
Got a lot of sinful idears—but they seem kinda sensible...

“... I quit an went off by myself an’ give her a damn good thinkin’ about... Maybe we been 
whippin’ the hell out of ourselves for nothin’... Before I knowed it, I was sayin’ out loud, ‘The 
hell with it! There ain’t no sin and there ain’t no virtue. There’s just stuff people do. It’s all 
part of the same thing. And some of the things folks do is nice, and some ain’t nice, but 
that’s as far as any man got a right to say.’”

— Chapter 4

“The woman put one... hand on Rose of Sharon’s knee... ‘You let me warn you now. They 
ain’t but a few deep down Jesus-lovers lef’. Ever’ Sat’dy night when that there strang ban’ 
starts up... They’s clutch-an’-hug, I tell ya...

“... Gettin’ so’s you can almos’ count the deep-down lamb-blood folks on your toes. 
An’ don’ you think them sinners is puttin’ nothin’ over on God, neither. No, sir, He’s 
a-chalkin’ ’em up sin by sin, an’ He’s drawin’ His line an’ addin’ ’em up sin by sin. 
God’s a-watchin’, an’ I’m a-watchin’. He’s awready smoked two of ’em out...’

“‘... I seen it. Girl a-carryin’ a little one, jes’ like you. An’ she play-acted, an’ she hug-
danced. And... she thinned out and she skinnied out, an’—she dropped that baby, dead.’

“‘Oh, my!’ The girl was pale.”

— Chapter 22

John Steinbeck’s portrayal of religion in The Grapes of Wrath is decidedly unsympathetic. 
Good people, like the Joads, especially Ma, consider themselves Christian but are strongly 
disapproving of the ‘Jehovites’ [Ch. 18] and other fundamentalists.

Jim Casy, a man the Joads take on as family on their trip west, is a good man and a 
former preacher, having decided that there’s no real good or evil “... just stuff people do.” 
Steinbeck makes Casy a better man for his deconversion, taking an active role in helping 
farm laborers get better pay, even though it costs him his freedom and his life.

Charity in the face of the crisis that so many face during the course of the story comes 
from some of their fellows, but none of it from anyone who identifies as strongly religious.

Research the roles played by representatives of the major religions present in the US during 
the Dust Bowl and write a scene of dialogue (one to two pages) between Jim Casy and a 
sympathetic Christian preacher, in which they debate their differences.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Four
Historic Route 66

Major Intersections of Route 66 in 1947
West end: 

US 101 Alt. in Santa Monica, Cal.

Major junctions:
US 101 / US 99 in Los Angeles, Cal.
US 91 / US 466 in Barstow, Cal.
US 89 from Ash Fork to Flagstaff, Ariz.
US 85 in Albuquerque, N.M.
US 60 / US 87 / US 287 in Amarillo, Tex.
US-81 in El Reno, Okla.
US-64 in Tulsa, Okla.
US 71 from Joplin to Carthage, Mo.
US 40 / US 50 / US 61 in St. Louis, Mo.
US 51 in Normal, Ill.

East end:  
US 41 / US 54 in Chicago

The Joads traveled Route 66 from 
Oklahoma to California. Route 66 would 
become famous in part because of the 
migration of farm labor to California 
during the Dust Bowl.

It was called The Will Rogers Highway, 
The Main Street of America, and The 
Mother Road.

It remains a part of American culture 
to this day, even though the highway 
ceased to exist in 1985.

Research some of the stories of Route 66, focusing on individuals rather than groups. Find 
stories of people who lived or worked along the road as well as travelers. Try to find pictures 
especially. Put together a scrapbook of some stories and pictures, placing both in order 
from East to West along the road.

Route 66

...................Student Worksheet
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Farm Labor in Depression Era California
 “...Don’t take chances with em, an’ if they argue, shoot fi rst. If a kid’ll kill a cop, what’ll 
the men do? Thing is, get tougher’n they are. Treat ’em rough. Scare ’em.
 What if they won’t scare? What if they stand up and take it and shoot back? These 
men were armed when they were children. A gun is an extension of themselves. What 
if they won’t scare? What if some time an army of them marches on the land as the 
Lombards did in Italy, as the Germans did on Gaul and the Turks did on Byzantium? They 
were land-hungry, ill-armed hordes too, and the legions could not stop them. Slaughter 
and terror did not stop them. How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his 
own cramped stomach but in the wretched bellies of his children? You can’t scare him—
he has known a fear beyond every other.
 In Hooverville the men talking: Grampa took his lan’ from the Injuns.
 Now, this ain’t right. We’re a-talkin’ here. This here you’re talkin’ about is stealin’. 
I ain’t no thief.
 No? You stole a bottle of milk from a porch night before last. An’ you stole some 
copper wire and sold it for a piece of meat.
 Yeah, but the kids was hungry.”

The question of who owns the land and who has the right to the use of it occurs several 
times throughout the novel. 

Near the beginning, it is the owners who tell the tenant farmers that they cannot farm or 
work the land anymore, not for any reduction in income. Later, we hear about how the 
new American migrants to the west coast encountered the Mexicans living there and 
drove them off the land because they were hungrier for it than the ones who lived there. 
Both at the beginning and near the end we hear of the Natives and how they were driven 
off the land by the ancestors of the Mid-western farmers themselves.

Organizing against the police and the large landowners is something mentioned several 
times in the story and someone even talks about how farmers have been planting crops 
in fi elds owned by others just to feed their families.

Who owns the land?

Research the period of the depression in the 1930s in California and write an essay 
describing the measures taken by the farm workers to get decent paying work. You 
should include any information you fi nd about strikes, unions, occupations of land, 
and government intervention either for or against the workers.

Activity Three
...................Student Worksheet
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Activity Two
Dust Bowl and Recovery

America in the 1930s had no 
government run employment 
insurance program, no government 
welfare program, and no 
government help for farmers.

By the time soil erosion began 
resulting in serious loss of top soil to 
dust storms, the unemployment rate 
in the United States was at twenty-
five percent. Even for those who still 
had jobs, things were bad. Between 
the stock market crash of 1929 and 
the beginning of the Dust Bowl in 
1933, wages fell forty-two percent. 

Likewise the US Gross Domestic 
Product (a measure of how much 
wealth the country produces) fell 
by fifty-percent during those four 
years, meaning the value of what 
was produced (like grain and other 
crops) was only worth about half of what it had been. As a result of the fall in GDP, the US 
government imposed stiff tariffs to protect domestic industries and jobs. This resulted in a 
drop in international trade of sixty-five percent.

The government of President Franklin Roosevelt passed a series of laws between 1933 and 
1936 called the New Deal, specifically to help the economy recover and to help those 
who needed it most.

Put yourself in the shoes of one of those Americans affected by the Dust Bowl and the 
Great Depression. Write a two to three page paper describing your experiences.

You should focus on:

unemployment the level of devastation in agriculture

wages measures taken by government to help the economy and the workers

GDP decline the recovery of the nation before the onset of WWII

The Dow from the Stock Market Crash.

...................Student Worksheet
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Activity One
Farming in the 1920s 

“TO THE RED COUNTRY and part of 
the gray country of Oklahoma, the 
last rains came gently, and they did 
not cut the scarred earth... In the last 
part of May the sky grew pale and 
the clouds that had hung in high 
puffs for so long in the spring were 
dissipated. The sun flared down on 
the growing corn day after day until 
a line of brown spread along the 
edge of each green bayonet. The 
clouds appeared, and went away, 
and in a while they did not try any 
more. The weeds grew darker green 
to protect themselves, and they did 
not spread any more. The surface 
of the earth crusted, a thin hard crust, 
and as the sky became pale, so the 
earth became pale, pink in the red country and white in the gray country... as the sharp 
sun struck day after day, the leaves of the young corn became less stiff and erect; they 
bent in a curve at first, and then, as the central ribs of strength grew weak, each leaf tilted 
downward. Then it was June, and the sun shone more fiercely. The brown lines on the corn 
leaves widened and moved in on the central ribs. The weeds frayed and edged back 
toward their roots... Every moving thing lifted the dust into the air: a walking man lifted 
a thin layer as high as his waist, and a wagon lifted the dust as high as the fence tops, 
and an automobile boiled a cloud behind it. The dust was long in settling back again.”

Drought was one of the causes of the Dust Bowl that forced so many off the land in the 
Mid-west. Besides the lack of rain, temperatures during the 1930s also made things worse. 
Handling the crisis was made more difficult by the Great Depression, as well.

It wasn’t only drought that caused the soil erosion that gave the era its name. Research the 
farming methods used in the Mid-west in the 1920s and the role they played in the Dust Bowl.

Write a description of how a typical farm would have worked in Oklahoma in the 
decade before The Grapes of Wrath takes place. Be sure to cover a whole year 
from Spring to Spring.

A dust storm in the 1930s would cover whole counties. They 
were often called ‘black blizzards’.

FREE! 
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•  Steinbeck was the most popular deceased 
American writer in the mid-1990s; his 
works sold 750,000 annually.

•  American literary critics thought he was undeserving  
of the Nobel Prize for Literature that he won in 1962. 

•  For most of his life, Steinbeck would draw a pig with 
wings after his signature. He named it Pigasus. Pigasus symbolized  
Steinbeck as “earthbound but aspiring.... A lumbering soul but trying  
to fly... (with)... not enough wingspread but plenty of intention.”

Did You Know?

John Steinbeck
ohn Steinbeck (1902–1968), was born 
to a family of modest means in Salinas, 
California. He attended Stanford 

University, though he never received a degree. 
Beginning in 1925, John tried to earn a living as 
a freelance writer in New York. After failing to 
do so, he returned to California where he wrote 
and published his first novels and short stories. It 
was a collection of comedic short stories about 
Monterey paisanos, Tortilla Flat (1935) that first 
gained him some degree of recognition.

For the most part, Steinbeck wrote social novels 
that dealt with rural labor and the economic 
problems that go along with it. It has been noted 
that his works also express a reverence for the 
soil and the people who work it that is sometimes 
at odds with the sociological bent of his books 
as a whole. After the coarse humor of his first hit 
novel, Steinbeck wrote something a good deal 
more serious. In Dubious Battle (1936) was an 
aggressively critical social novel dealing with 
migratory fruit pickers on California plantations 
and their strikes for better conditions and wages. 
After this, he wrote Of Mice and Men (1937), 
which told the tale of Lennie, a very large man 
who was an imbecile. Next was The Long Valley 
(1938), a series of excellent short stories. The 
Grapes of Wrath, published in 1939, is widely 
considered to be his best work. It is the story of 

tenant farmers in Oklahoma who, after being 
forced from their land that is becoming infertile, 
migrate along with hundreds of thousands of 
others to California to get work.

Steinbeck wrote several good novels in his later 
years, the most outstanding of which are East of 
Eden (1952), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961), 
and Travels with Charley (1962). The latter is an 
account of Steinbeck’s travels in a truck through 
forty U.S. states over a three month period. He 
died in 1968 in New York City.

J
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Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

spatula buzzard flush piston clod

a)  A pie lifter won’t do it; you’re going to need a proper ____________.

b)  Jeremy spotted the book his sister had been reading because it was not 
____________ with the other books on the shelf.

c)  The truck’s rear wheels spun, throwing up dirt, one ____________ of which struck 
a second floor window.

d)  The ____________ peeking in at her through her window hinted to Beverly that it 
might be time to clean out the fridge.

e)  The loud banging from the engine seemed to Susan must be a ____________ 
misfiring.

Fill in each blank with the correct word from the chapters.

a)  This you may say of man—when theories change and crash, when schools, 
____________, when narrow dark alleys of thought, national, religious, economic, grow 
and disintegrate, man reaches, stumbles forward, painfully, mistakenly sometimes.

b)  Worried because ____________ do not work out; hungry for security and yet sensing its 
disappearance from the earth.

c)  And her plump face was tight against the movement, and her head ____________ 
sharply because her neck muscles were tight.

d)  She dropped her weapon on the ground, and Tom, with ____________ care, picked it up 
and put it back in the car.

e) The ____________ man rubbed his forehead with a knuckle, and a line of dirt peeled off.
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Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen

Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

bewildered streamlined corrugated gasket
proprietor dungarees contractor coroner

1. Mike’s mom scolded him for wearing his good pants on the playground, telling him 
he should have worn his old ____________ instead.

2. The drainage culverts were made of concrete rather than the ____________ iron he 
had expected.

3. The doctor assured the family that the death was from natural causes and 
therefore a ____________ would not be required.

4. The homeowners did much of the work themselves but had a ____________ build 
the deck.

5. Jim’s car probably would get much better gas mileage if it were better ___________.

6. The purple top hat her mom was wearing while she cooked dinner had Janine 
completely ____________.

7. The puddle of soup in the vegetable crisper indicated to David that the 
____________ on the Mason jar was missing—again.

8. Jim’s complaints got him no satisfaction for, as the mechanic explained, the 
garage’s ____________ was out of town on vacation.

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. With several hundred thousand people streaming into California looking for work, 
how do you think the people living there, especially the landowners, will react?

2. What do you think the Joads will do if they can’t find work in California? What should 
they do?
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Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Western land owners are fighting the widening government, labor unity and strikes. 
What’s the real problem?

2. After protesting to Al about selling a whole loaf of bread for ten cents, Mae sells two 
nickel-a-piece candies for a penny. Why do you think she did that?

3. Why did Casy say he had been so quiet?

4. Tom isn’t thinking about anything but the task immediately in front of him. Why?

5. Why did Ma want the family to camp where there was shade and water?

6. When Tom was told he’d have to pay another fifty cents to stay at the campground, 
what did he decide to do?

You are a cook in a diner along Route 66. You know from people 
returning from California just how bad the job situation is. Write a 
journal entry in which you try to convince a family heading west, 
to change their plans and look for work somewhere else.

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Fourteen to Sixteen
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Chapters 26 to 27

4

Characterizing the Land 
The land in Oklahoma was worked steadily and lovingly by farmers who didn’t own it. 
Despite that, it became less and less fertile, largely because mistakes were made in what 
was grown and how.

In contrast, the land in California is rich and the crops grown there thrive. There are 
scientists who make sure that the soil stays rich and that the crops themselves stay healthy 
and free from parasites. Yet the land is worked by people who do not care for it.

Steinbeck’s philosophy concerns the tragedy of the commercialization of farming. The soil, 
the land in The Grapes of Wrath is almost a character in itself.

Write an essay, describing the land as if it were a person. What does it look like, act like? 
What would it say for itself? How does this change over the course of the story? How would 
it feel about its treatment by the various groups in the story?

A Police Report 
The workers striking at the orchard when the Joads show up are angry because they were 
expected to work for less than what would feed them and their families.

This anger and the determination of the landowners and the police to prevent group 
action led to the murder of two men: Jim Casy and Casy’s killer.

Imagine that you are a police officer who was not present for any of the events, but now 
has to investigate what happened. Write up a police report about the incident. Provide as 
much detail about what happened, beginning with the original unrest and ending with the 
return to the wage that caused the upset in the beginning.

Chapters 18 to 25
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. What was Jim Casy doing when we first met him in the novel?

2. When the company men are evicting the farmers, what reason do they give? 

     

3. Why does Jim Casy say he wants to go West with the Joads? 

    

4. Why do the Joads decide to help the Wilsons with their car?

5. After Al told Mae to give the man a whole loaf of bread, what did she do? 

6. How did Tom stop the bleeding on his hand when he cut it?

7. What advice did Tom give to the one-eyed man?

      

Comprehension Quiz

2

28

SUBTOTAL:          /15
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2

2

2
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

panoramically headband heifer splattering
puckering fistfuls lusterless paling
degenerate drone anlage babbitt
bristled cannery tannic sheaf
exhortation vagrant truculent boxcar
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. talcum

2. mattock

3. provocatively

4. vacant

5. wizened

6. gulch

7. whisked

8. tributary

1.
a) pregnant

b) swamp

c) outcropping

d) junk

e) licorice

2.
a) chattering

b) puckered

c) scampered

d) transgression

e) heifer

1.
The Joad men kill, butcher 

and salt two pigs.

2.
If they should ever meet 
his folks, Muley wanted 
the Joads to tell them 

he was alright.

3.
First came boys from the 

town, and then came 
cats, then bats, mice, 

weasels and finally owls.

4.
Al was most worried about 

crossing the mountains 
because the car was 
overloaded and the 

engine might burn out. 

5.
Tom wasn’t worried 

because no one would 
know he’d left the state if 

he didn’t commit 
any crimes.

6.
Grampa Joad died 

because he couldn’t 
leave the land he was 

born and raised on.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. dungarees

2. corrugated

3. coroner

4. contractor

5. streamlined

6. bewildered

7. gasket

8. proprietor

1.
a) philosophies

b) formulas

c) jiggled

d) elaborate

e) one-eyed

2.
a) spatula

b) flush

c) clod

d) buzzard

e) piston

1.
The real problem is the 
hunger of hundreds of 
thousands of former 

farmers and their families 
who no longer have 

work or homes.

2.  
Answers will vary.

3.
Casy was quiet because 

he was lusting after 
flesh and thinking that,

 if he weren’t a preacher 
any more, he should 

get married.

4.
Answers may vary, but 

should mention that Tom is 
worried about what might 

happen in California, 
considering how many 

people are moving west 
looking for work.

5.
Ma wanted to camp 

where there was water 
and shade because of 
Granma, who has been 
ranting at Grampa, who 

died a few days previous.

6.
Tom decided that he, 
Casy and Uncle John 

would take the car down 
the road and wait for 
the others to come by 

in the morning.
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Chapters Ten to Thirteen
Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What did the family do to save money on food for the first part of their journey?

2. Why did Muley really stop by just before the Joads left for California?

3. Who came to visit the houses of the farmers after they left?

4. What part of the trip was Al most worried about? Why?

5. Why wasn’t Tom worried about breaking his parole by crossing state lines?

6. According to Casy, why did Grampa Joad die?

Journaling Prompt If you were left behind after everyone in your 
neighborhood left, what would you do to survive? Write 
a journal entry telling about your first day on your own.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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Activity Six - Oh Farmer!
This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

 Jody seemed to relish growing up on a farm. Although there didn’t seem to be any 
other boys living close by, he had many activities to keep him more than busy. Especially 
exciting must have been the animals that populated the Tiflin farm: horses, cows, pigs, 
chickens, dogs, cats . . . Although Jody often had to work very hard to support his family’s 
livelihood, it seemed to be a very rewarding life. 

 Imagine that you are the owner of a farm or ranch. Your assignment is to plan 
the kind of farm that you would like to run. From the box below you are to select the 
number of items indicated and then describe what role these items would play in your 
establishment. This will require some investigation. You must also add detail to each 
selection – for example if you choose cattle – what breed(s) of cattle would you raise 
– and how many? Would they be beef cattle or milk – or a mixture? If it is a crop: how 
many acres would you devote to this crop? You might even investigate how much each 
acre will yield, and how much money that would bring to you. It is important that you run 
a profitable enterprise!

 Farm Animals (3) Crops (2)
 Cattle Corn
 Horses Wheat
 Chickens Barley
 Sheep Vegetables
 Pigs Pumpkins

Finally. Think about what buildings you will need to run the farm – to store the crops and 
shelter your stock (i.e. silos, chicken coops). Make a list of the buildings needed. Note: Not 
including the farmhouse, you may not have more than four buildings.
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Activity Five - An Alternate Ending

 Each chapter in The Red Pony tells a separate story in Jody Tiflin’s life. Perhaps 
you found one or more of the conclusions to these chapters to be unusual, startling or 
unsatisfying. Chapter One certainly has one of the saddest conclusions you will ever read. 
Not often does the author “kill off” the main star in the first chapter. Consider how else 
John Steinbeck might have ended the story of the red pony. If Gabilan had survived his 
illness, how might Jody’s life have changed? 

 Think back over the four conclusions and choose one with an ending that you now 
have the power to change!  With your group, brainstorm possible alternative endings to 
that chapter. Remember to consider all of the principal characters. From your list of ideas 
choose one ending to present to the class.  Write a detailed synopsis of your alternate 
conclusion including as much detail as possible. After presenting it to the class, you 
may wish to get their input as to additional changes Steinbeck may have made to the 
conclusion of that particular segment of the novel.

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.
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Activity Four - I’ll See You in Court

 Jody probably admires Billy Buck more than anyone in the world – despite the 
disappointment that Jody felt in Billy when Gabilan died. Imagine, however, that Jody 
was not so forgiving of his friend and mentor. What if Jody had decided to take Billy Buck 
to court for breach of promise?  What if Jody Tiflin had sued Billy for the price of a new 
pony? How might this have played itself out?

  Imagine that you are a reporter for the Salinas Herald, and are called in by the 
editor to cover the impending court case between these two former friends. You go 
down to the Salinas Courthouse and there you have a front row seat to record for your 
interested readers the exciting details of this momentous and tragic court case.

 Your news article should be about a page in length. It should include a headline 
and a byline. You may wish to check out a couple of news stories in your local paper to 
get a flavor for this kind of writing – especially the opening line – which is so critical for 
hooking your readers.

 Good luck and good reporting!

This activity can be done individually or in small groups.
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Activity Three
Author! Author!

 John Steinbeck (1902 – 1968) was one of the best-known and most widely read 
American writers of the 20th century. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature as well as the 
Pulitzer Prize (The Grapes of Wrath).  He even had an American postage stamp issued 
in his honor. Steinbeck had a special knack for writing vividly about the working people 
of North America – especially those who struggled through the Great Depression of the 
1930’s. 

 Research the life of this great writer and write a one-page report highlighting his 
personal life and accomplishments. You might wish to consider:

• his birthplace, family, early life, close friends

• education and early training

• other interests

• inspirations (especially regarding The Red Pony)

• struggles? critics?

• fame and how it affected him

• later life / death

• his service in World War II
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Activity Two
 My Kingdom for a Horse

 There is an ancient saying, There 
are three kinds of horses: noble, good 
for battle and work; common, good for 
carrying burdens but not for riding; and 
hybrids, born from a mixture of two kinds. 
In actual fact there are dozens of horse 
breeds, from the Arabian to the Zaniskari 
Pony; from the huge Belgian Draft Horse 
to the tiny Shetland Pony. Your task is to 
investigate a breed of your choice. 

 Your research might include facts 
about the origin of this breed, physical 
characteristics (i.e. size, coloring) 
temperament, where in the world it might 
be found today, and how it has been used 
by mankind. You may also wish to include a drawing of the breed.

 If you wish to extend this activity, choose a second breed of horse and compare it 
to your original choice. This comparison might be done in the form of a Venn Diagram. 

  

Consider this...

Lippizzanas were developed in 
Austria about 400 years ago. They 
are trained to do difficult exercises 
and dance moves to music. When 
they are born they are a very dark 
color, but as they grow older their 
coat gradually gets lighter in color 
until finally at about 10 years of 
age they are snow white.
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Activity One - Take in a Movie
 At least two versions of The Red Pony have been released, one in 1949 and another 
in 1973. The 1949 version, starring Robert Mitchum and Myrna Loy, deals mainly with the 
first chapter of this novel, The Gift.  The 1973 version stars Henry Fonda as Carl Tiflin, and 
Clint Howard (Ron Howard’s brother) as Jody. 

  

Consider this...

In the 1949 version of The Red Pony, 
Jody’s name is changed to Tom 
“Big Britches” Tiflin. Also appearing 
in this adaptation is 8 year old Beau 
Bridges, who went on to stardom as 
an adult actor.

Choose either 
Task A or Task B

TASK A
Your task is to take in a viewing of one of 
the adaptations of The Red Pony. Write a 
brief report (approximately one page in 
length) comparing the actual novel with a 
movie adaptation. You might consider the 
following:

• How the film brought the novel to life (or failed to).

• How suited were the actors to their roles?

• Were any “liberties” taken with the novel’s adaptation to the big screen?

• Do you think the media of film is superior to a novel?

• Are there any significant changes you would recommend to the producer of the 
film?

TASK B
There are a number of other classic movies featuring horses and young people. These 
include, Misty, My Friend Flicka, National Velvet, Black Beauty, The Black Stallion, The 
White Pony, Danny, Ride a Wild Pony, and Thunderhead – Son of Flicka. Take in the 
viewing of one of these movies (or another one featuring a horse and young person). 
Write a brief report (approximately one page in length) comparing this movie with the 
novel, The Red Pony. You might consider the following:

• What were some of the similarities / differences between the two? Consider the 
characters, the horses, the plot, the conclusions.

• Which did you think made the biggest and most lasting impression, and why?

• Do you think the media of film is superior to a novel?

• Are there any significant changes you would recommend to the producer of the 
film?
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•	Steinbeck’s	book	The	Grapes	of	Wrath	was	banned	in	
America	for	a	time.		Can	you	research	and	find	out	why?

•	During	World	War	II,	Steinbeck	was	a	war	correspondent	
for	the	New	York	Herald	Tribune.

•	When	Steinbeck	was	young,	he	shared	a	pony	named	
Jill	(the	Red	Pony)	with	his	younger	sister	Mary.

 Did You Know?

John Steinbeck (1902-1968)

rowing	up,	he	spent	his	summers	
working	on	nearby	ranches	and	
cultivated	a	love	of	reading	which	

was	encouraged	by	his	mother.		

John graduated from Salinas High School 
in 1919 and attended Stanford University 
for a time. He moved to New York to pursue 
his dream of writing, but returned a short 
time later, unable to get any of his work 
published. Steinbeck’s first novel, Cup of 
Gold was published in 1929, when he was 27 
years old. The Red Pony was Steinbeck’s third 
novel to be published (1933), and recounted 
events from his childhood. Two years later 
the novel Tortilla Flat was published, marking 
Steinbeck’s first critical success. This novel won 
him the prestigious California Commonwealth 
Club’s Gold Medal. His next three novels were 
perhaps his most famous, and all were set 
in California during the Great Depression: In 
Dubious Battle, Of Mice and Men, and The 
Grapes of Wrath. The stage adaptation of 
Of Mice and Men was a smash hit, starring 
Broderick Crawford. In 1939 Of	Mice	and	Men 
was also made into a popular Hollywood 

G

John	Steinbeck,	one	of	America’s	most	famous	and	talented	writers,	was	
born	in	Salinas,	California	on	February	27,	1902.		

movie. The 
Grapes of Wrath 
is considered 
by many to be 
Steinbeck’s finest 
work and won 
him the Pulitzer 
Prize. It was 
also made into 
an acclaimed 
movie starring 
Henry Fonda.

Steinbeck was married three times and had 
two sons (Thomas and John) by his second 
wife, Gwyn Conger. During World War Two 
Steinbeck served as a war correspondent and 
actually took part in a number of commando 
raids against German-held islands in the 
Mediterranean. After the war he continued 
to write, including the film script Viva Zapata! 
starring Marlon Brando. 

In 1962 Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature and in 1964 the United States 
Medal of Freedom.  He died on December 20, 
1968 in New York.
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Chapter Two, Part Two
Part A

2. Number the events from        to        in the order they occurred in the 
chapters.

1        6       

a) Easter does not come down to water with the other horses.

b) Jody discovers Gitano with a lovely rapier. 

c) Jody shows Gitano the horse, Easter.

d) Jess Taylor informs the family that he saw an old man riding 
Easter through the brush.

e) At supper, Gitano informs the family that he has relations in 
Monterey.

f) Gitano does not appear for breakfast.

  

a) Carl Tiflin compared Gitano to the old horse, Easter.

b) Billy Buck agreed that Carl should shoot Easter.

c) Carl knew every place in Jody where a word would 
fester.

d) Jody was terrified that his father was going to shoot 
Easter.

e) Billy Buck was in complete agreement with Carl about 
Gitano’s fate. 

1.  Circle         if the statement is TRUE or         if it is FALSE.  

T  F

T    F 

T  F
T  F

T  F

T  F

The Red Pony  CC2702
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Chapter Two, Part Two
Part A

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Do you think it is absolutely necessary for a person to be related by blood to 
be considered a member of a family? Explain your answer.          

2. What are some possible benefits about being a member of a family?  

Begins with the paragraph, “It was almost evening now.” 
Concludes at the end of the chapter.

Vocabulary Choose a word from the list to complete each definition.

caressed       intricate       profound       irresistible       response                         
fragile       diffident       sauntered       relented       rebuked                                                        

1. The cowboy ____________________ casually into the barn.

2. What ____________________ did you expect to get from the President?

3. The rain never ____________________ throughout the night.

4. His mood was most ____________________, despite the stress he must have 
been under.

5. My mother ____________________ the coach for his abusive language.

6. The carving on the rapier was very ____________________.

7. His response was quite ____________________ for a five year old.

8. The ancient bracelet was corroded with rust and quite ____________________.             

9. The old man ____________________ the worn Bible.

10. The bowl of ripe cherries was simply ____________________ to Meagan and her 
sister. 
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Chapter Two, Part Two

Journal Activity

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. After seeing Gitano’s rapier, Jody decides that he must not tell anyone about it, for 
it might destroy some fragile structure of truth. What do you think is meant by this 
phrase?

Imagine that just before Gitano left for the mountains he wrote a 
letter to his brother-in-law in Monterey. Create such a letter, writing 
it as you would imagine Gitano would have. It should be at least a 
half-page in length and describe his feelings at this stage of his life, 
and perhaps mention what he planned to do in the coming days.

4. Why do you think Gitano took Easter and rode off with him?  

Part B

2. From what you know of Gitano in this chapter, list three characteristics describing the 
old man. These can be physical characteristics or ones pertaining to his character/
personality.

3. From what we learn in this chapter, what is one main difference in the personalities of 
Carl and Billy Buck? Which do you think you would rather have as a father? Why?

5. Where was Gitano headed? What was the only thing he took with him?  

6. Explain why you think Jody was filled with a nameless sorrow at the end of the chapter?  
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Chapter 4

 5

6

Chapters 1 to 4

43

By this point in the novel we have met all the major characters of The Red Pony. Imagine 
now that you are a casting director of a major motion picture studio who is about to make 

another feature length film of this novel.

A Lesson from our Elders 

The visit of Jody’s grandfather caused a great deal of stress for Jody’s parents, 
yet it seems that Jody came to realize how interesting his grandfather was. Many 

older people, like Jody’s grandfather have had many marvelous experiences 
during their lives. 

Think of an older person you have either read about or seen in a movie or 
television program. Consider one of the more exciting experiences that this 

person went through, then come up with four questions you might like to ask him 
or her in an interview. 

These questions might deal with the details of the event, how he / she was 
feeling at the time, or what happened immediately after the event. Now 

imagine what answers the person would give to your questions, and write them 
under your questions. 

Your task is to cast each of the following characters using only people (students, teachers, etc.) 
from your school. For each character, write down who you have chosen to play the role and 

briefly explain why you selected that individual.

•	 Jody	Tiflin	 •	 Billy	Buck
•	 Carl	Tiflin	 •	 Mrs.	Tiflin
•	 Gitano	 •	 Jess	Taylor
•	 Jody’s	Grandfather
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Comprehension Quiz
28

SUBTOTAL:       /14

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

2

2. What dreadful thing took place on a regular basis under the cypress tree?  
 

2

4. Describe the fate of the red pony.   
 

2

6. For what reason did Gitano arrive at the Tiflin ranch?
 

45

2

1. How old was Jody when the story begins?   
 

2

3. Where did Carl Tiflin get the red pony?  
 

2

5. Who do you think felt mostly responsible for the red pony’s death. Defend 
your answer. 

 

2

7. Describe the reaction of Jody’s dad to Gitano’s arrival
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Word Search

44

cypress
deliberate
delicate
dignified
forelock

intent
perverse

pivot
pneumonia
protruded     

rancor
relent

repose
saunter
solemn

Find the following key words from the story.  The words are written horizontally, 
vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.

n o i t a r t n e c n o c q w e

q p r o t r u d e d y u i o i p

w e r v t t p m e t n o c n a s

z x c i v b n l m a s d t f r g

e a s p d f i g h j r e l e n t

t z x c v b v b n m n m l a a d

a f o r e l o c k t d a f g a i

c l k r j h g y c d b s a q i g

i q a w e r t p t l y u i o n n

l t a s d f g r h j e j k p o i

e r a n c o r e z x c f v b m f

d a s r e p o s e s d f t g u i

p o i u y t r s a u n t e r e e

c o n f r o n t e w q a s d n d

s o l e m n f e s r e v r e p f

baler
cleft

concentration
confront

contempt
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Vocabulary

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

1. protruded

2. contemplated

3. deliberate

4. discipline

5. sauntered

6. concealed

7. gird

8. ridiculous

9. vicinity

10. fabric

2.

1.

a) FALSE

b) FALSE

c) FALSE

d) TRUE

e) FALSE

f) TRUE

1.

a) 2

b) 5

c) 1

d) 6

e) 3

f) 4

2.

Vocabulary

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

1. angry

2. control

3. brush

4. belittle

5. rein

6. respect

7. inborn

8. astonishing

9. fairness

10. tree

11. breakdown

12. rope

2.

1.
Answers will vary.  

a) 10 years old, quiet, 
sensitive.

b) Stern, doesn’t 
like to show his 

emotions, impatient, 
disciplinarian.

c) Good worker, kind 
and thoughtful.

d) Sensitive to Jody, 
kind, good farm 

hand.
 

Monterey, San 
Francisco, San Jose.

They were going to 
sell old cows to the 

butcher.

Answers will vary. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

a) B

b) C

c) B

d) D

e) A

1.
They probably 

weren’t going riding.

Feeding him and 
cleaning his stall.

He was embarrassed.

It was a show 
saddle and not for a 

working horse.

Answers will vary. 
i.e. he found it 

embarrassing to 
show his emotions – 
perhaps he thought 
it showed weakness.

To talk to the horse 
and explain what 

he was doing at all 
times.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Chapter One, Part One

13

Journal Activity

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph. 

3. Why were Jody’s dad and Billy Buck going to Salinas?  

2. Investigate: the town of Salinas is mentioned in this Chapter. Salinas is only about an 
hour’s drive from what major city in California? (Three possible answers are acceptable.)

4. This section ends on a note of suspense. This is a literacy device called a cliffhanger.  
Predict what you think awaits Jody in the morning? 

Of the entire farm animals mentioned in this part of 
Chapter One, which would you most like to have for a 
pet? Explain why. 

Part B

1. Write a brief sentence to describe each of the following characters. You may wish to 
describe their appearance or personality. 

 a) Jody

 b) Jody’s dad

 c) Jody’s mum

 d) Billy Buck

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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• RSL.7.1	Cite	several	pieces	of	textual	evidence	to	support	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text.	
• RSL.7.2	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	
• RSL.7.3	Analyze	how	particular	elements	of	a	story	or	drama	interact.	
• RSL.7.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	a	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	impact	of	rhymes	

and	other	repetitions	of	sounds	on	a	specific	verse	or	stanza	of	a	poem	or	section	of	a	story	or	drama.	
• RSL.7.6	Analyze	how	an	author	develops	and	contrasts	the	points	of	view	of	different	characters	or	narrators	in	a	text.	
• RSL.7.10	By	the	end	of	the	year	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	6–8	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	

scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.	
• RSL.8.1	Cite	the	textual	evidence	that	most	strongly	supports	an	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text.	
• RSL.8.2	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	its	relationship	to	the	characters,	setting,	

and	plot;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	
• RSL.8.3	Analyze	how	particular	lines	of	dialogue	or	incidents	in	a	story	or	drama	propel	the	action,	reveal	aspects	of	a	character,	or	provoke	a	decision.	
• RSL.8.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	a	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	impact	of	specific	

word	choices	on	meaning	and	tone,	including	analogies	or	allusions	to	other	texts.	
• RSL.8.6	Analyze	how	differences	in	the	points	of	view	of	the	characters	and	the	audience	or	reader	create	such	effects	as	suspense	or	humor.	
• RSL.8.10	By	the	end	of	the	year	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	high	end	of	grades	6–8	text	complexity	band	

independently	and	proficiently.	
• WS.7.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	with	clear	reasons	and	relevant	evidence.	A)	Introduce	claim(s),	acknowledge	alternate	or	opposing	claims,	and	

organize	the	reasons	and	evidence	logically.	B)	Support	claim(s)	with	logical	reasoning	and	relevant	evidence,	using	accurate,	credible	sources	and	
demonstrating	an	understanding	of	the	topic	or	text.	C)	Use	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	among	claim(s),	
reasons,	and	evidence.	D)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	E)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	argument	
presented.	

• WS.7.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	through	the	selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	
relevant	content.	A)	Introduce	a	topic	clearly,	previewing	what	is	to	follow;	organize	ideas,	concepts,	and	information,	using	strategies	such	as	definition,	
classification,	comparison/contrast,	and	cause/effect;	include	formatting,	graphics,	and	multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	comprehension.	B)	Develop	the	topic	
with	relevant	facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	quotations,	or	other	information	and	examples.	C)	Use	appropriate	transitions	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	
the	relationships	among	ideas	and	concepts.	D)	Use	precise	language	and	domain-specific	vocabulary	to	inform	about	or	explain	the	topic.	E)	Establish	and	
maintain	a	formal	style.	F)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	information	or	explanation	presented.	

• WS.7.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	well-structured	event	
sequences.	A)	Engage	and	orient	the	reader	by	establishing	a	context	and	point	of	view	and	introducing	a	narrator	and/or	characters;	organize	an	event	
sequence	that	unfolds	naturally	and	logically.	B)	Use	narrative	techniques,	such	as	dialogue,	pacing,	and	description,	to	develop	experiences,	events,	and/or	
characters.	C)	Use	a	variety	of	transition	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	convey	sequence	and	signal	shifts	from	one	time	frame	or	setting	to	another.	D)	Use	
precise	words	and	phrases,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	sensory	language	to	capture	the	action	and	convey	experiences	and	events.	E)	Provide	a	conclusion	
that	follows	from	and	reflects	on	the	narrated	experiences	or	events.	

• WS.7.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.7.7	Conduct	short	research	projects	to	answer	a	question,	drawing	on	several	sources	and	generating	additional	related,	focused	questions	for	further	

research	and	investigation.	
• WS.7.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	print	and	digital	sources,	using	search	terms	effectively;	assess	the	credibility	and	accuracy	of	each	source;	

and	quote	or	paraphrase	the	data	and	conclusions	of	others	while	avoiding	plagiarism	and	following	a	standard	format	for	citation.	
• WS.7.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.	A)	Apply	grade	7	Reading	standards	to	literature.	B)	

Apply	grade	7	Reading	standards	to	literary	nonfiction.	
• WS.8.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	with	clear	reasons	and	relevant	evidence.	A)	Introduce	claim(s),	acknowledge	and	distinguish	the	claim(s)	from	

alternate	or	opposing	claims,	and	organize	the	reasons	and	evidence	logically.	B)	Support	claim(s)	with	logical	reasoning	and	relevant	evidence,	using	accurate,	
credible	sources	and	demonstrating	an	understanding	of	the	topic	or	text.	C)	Use	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	
among	claim(s),	counterclaims,	reasons,	and	evidence.	D)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	E)	Provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	
and	supports	the	argument	presented.	

• WS.8.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	through	the	selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	
relevant	content.	A)	Introduce	a	topic	clearly,	previewing	what	is	to	follow;	organize	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	into	broader	categories;	include	
formatting,	graphics,	and	multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	comprehension.	B)	Develop	the	topic	with	relevant,	well-chosen	facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	
quotations,	or	other	information	and	examples.	C)	Use	appropriate	and	varied	transitions	to	create	cohesion	and	clarify	the	relationships	among	ideas	and	
concepts.	D)	Use	precise	language	and	domain-specific	vocabulary	to	inform	about	or	explain	the	topic.	E)	Establish	and	maintain	a	formal	style.	F)	Provide	a	
concluding	statement	or	section	that	follows	from	and	supports	the	information	or	explanation	presented.	

• WS.8.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	well-structured	event	
sequences.	A)	Engage	and	orient	the	reader	by	establishing	a	context	and	point	of	view	and	introducing	a	narrator	and/or	characters;	organize	an	event	
sequence	that	unfolds	naturally	and	logically.	B)	Use	narrative	techniques,	such	as	dialogue,	pacing,	description,	and	reflection,	to	develop	experiences,	events,	
and/or	characters.	C)	Use	a	variety	of	transition	words,	phrases,	and	clauses	to	convey	sequence,	signal	shifts	from	one	time	frame	or	setting	to	another,	and	
show	the	relationships	among	experiences	and	events.	D)	Use	precise	words	and	phrases,	relevant	descriptive	details,	and	sensory	language	to	capture	the	
action	and	convey	experiences	and	events.	E)	Provide	a	conclusion	that	follows	from	and	reflects	on	the	narrated	experiences	or	events.	

• WS.8.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.8.7	Conduct	short	research	projects	to	answer	a	question,	drawing	on	several	sources	and	generating	additional	related,	focused	questions	that	allow	for	

multiple	avenues	of	exploration.	
• WS.8.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	print	and	digital	sources,	using	search	terms	effectively;	assess	the	credibility	and	accuracy	of	each	source;	

and	quote	or	paraphrase	the	data	and	conclusions	of	others	while	avoiding	plagiarism	and	following	a	standard	format	for	citation.	
• WS.8.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.	A)	Apply	grade	8	Reading	standards	to	literature.	B)	

Apply	grade	8	Reading	standards	to	literary	nonfiction.	
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• RSL.9-10.1	Cite	strong	and	thorough	textual	evidence	to	support	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text.	
• RSL.9-10.2	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	in	detail	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	it	emerges	and	is	shaped	

and	refined	by	specific	details;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	
• RSL.9-10.3	Analyze	how	complex	characters	develop	over	the	course	of	a	text,	interact	with	other	characters,	and	advance	the	plot	or	develop	the	theme.	
• RSL.9-10.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	the	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	cumulative	

impact	of	specific	word	choices	on	meaning	and	tone.	
• RSL.9-10.7	Analyze	the	representation	of	a	subject	or	a	key	scene	in	two	different	artistic	mediums,	including	what	is	emphasized	or	absent	in	each	treatment.	
• RSL.9-10.10	By	the	end	of	grade	9	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	9–10	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	

with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.	By	the	end	of	grade	10,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	
high	end	of	the	grades	9–10	text	complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.	

• RSL.11-12.1	Cite	strong	and	thorough	textual	evidence	to	support	analysis	of	what	the	text	says	explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	from	the	text,	including	
determining	where	the	text	leaves	matters	uncertain.	

• RSL.11-12.2	Determine	two	or	more	themes	or	central	ideas	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	they	interact	
and	build	on	one	another	to	produce	a	complex	account;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.	

• RSL.11-12.3	Analyze	the	impact	of	the	author’s	choices	regarding	how	to	develop	and	relate	elements	of	a	story	or	drama.	
• RSL.11-12.4	Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	the	text,	including	figurative	and	connotative	meanings;	analyze	the	impact	of	

specific	word	choices	on	meaning	and	tone,	including	words	with	multiple	meanings	or	language	that	is	particularly	fresh,	engaging,	or	beautiful.	
• RSL.11-12.7	Analyze	multiple	interpretations	of	a	story,	drama,	or	poem,	evaluating	how	each	version	interprets	the	source	text.	

RSL.11-12.10	By	the	end	of	grade	11,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	11–CCR	text	complexity	band	
proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.	By	the	end	of	grade	12,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	
poems,	at	the	high	end	of	the	grades	11–CCR	text	complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.	

• WS.9-10.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	in	an	analysis	of	substantive	topics	or	texts,	using	valid	reasoning	and	relevant	and	sufficient	evidence.		
• WS.9-10.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	and	convey	complex	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	clearly	and	accurately	through	the	effective	

selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	content.		
• WS.9-10.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	well-chosen	details,	and	well-structured	event	

sequences..	
• WS.9-10.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.9-10.7	Conduct	short	as	well	as	more	sustained	research	projects	to	answer	a	question	or	solve	a	problem;	narrow	or	broaden	the	inquiry	when	

appropriate;	synthesize	multiple	sources	on	the	subject,	demonstrating	understanding	of	the	subject	under	investigation.	
• WS.9-10.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	authoritative	print	and	digital	sources,	using	advanced	searches	effectively;	assess	the	usefulness	of	each	

source	in	answering	the	research	question;	integrate	information	into	the	text	selectively	to	maintain	the	flow	of	ideas,	avoiding	plagiarism	and	following	a	
standard	format	for	citation.	

• WS.9-10.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.		
• WS.11-12.1	Write	arguments	to	support	claims	in	an	analysis	of	substantive	topics	or	texts,	using	valid	reasoning	and	relevant	and	sufficient	evidence.		
• WS.11-12.2	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	and	convey	complex	ideas,	concepts,	and	information	clearly	and	accurately	through	the	effective	

selection,	organization,	and	analysis	of	content.		
• WS.11-12.3	Write	narratives	to	develop	real	or	imagined	experiences	or	events	using	effective	technique,	well-chosen	details,	and	well-structured	event	

sequences.		
• WS.11-12.4	Produce	clear	and	coherent	writing	in	which	the	development,	organization,	and	style	are	appropriate	to	task,	purpose,	and	audience.	
• WS.11-12.7	Conduct	short	as	well	as	more	sustained	research	projects	to	answer	a	question	or	solve	a	problem;	narrow	or	broaden	the	inquiry	when	

appropriate;	synthesize	multiple	sources	on	the	subject,	demonstrating	understanding	of	the	subject	under	investigation.	
• WS.11-12.8	Gather	relevant	information	from	multiple	authoritative	print	and	digital	sources,	using	advanced	searches	effectively;	assess	the	strengths	and	

limitations	of	each	source	in	terms	of	the	task,	purpose,	and	audience;	integrate	information	into	the	text	selectively	to	maintain	the	flow	of	ideas,	avoiding	
plagiarism	and	overreliance	on	any	one	source	and	following	a	standard	format	for	citation.	

• WS.11-12.9	Draw	evidence	from	literary	or	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research.		
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