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Editorial – Taking a Stand

Like almost every war in history, 
the Persian Gulf War raised a 
lot of controversy. Many people 
in Western nations thought the 
government of Kuwait was very 
corrupt and didn’t deserve the 
sacrifi ce which would be required 
to liberate the country from Iraq. 
Others feared that many civilians 
in Iraq would be killed or maimed 
because their leader, Saddam 
Hussein, had made a mistake due 
to his greed. Still others accused 
the governments of the United 
States and other Western nations 
of being mostly concerned about 
having their supply of oil cut off. 

The leaders of many Western 
nations, including the United 
States, felt they were taking 
action to protect a small, vulnerable nation against a murderous tyrant – a man 
who had proved his evil in his dealings with the Kurds of northern Iraq, and with other 
groups that had opposed his leadership.

“Our objectives are clear. Saddam Hussein’s forces will leave Kuwait. The legitimate 
government of Kuwait will be restored to its rightful place and Kuwait once again will 
be free. Iraq will eventually comply with all relevant United Nations resolutions…” 

President George H.W. Bush, January 16, 1991

Imagine you are a newspaper editor of a large city paper. Write an editorial in 
which you take a stand on the war – either supporting your country’s involvement 
or arguing against it. Be sure to support your stand with evidence – facts, data, 
quotations, etc. Your task is to convince your faithful readers as to the stand that your 
paper has taken on this issue. Your editorial should be about a page in length.
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A Letter Home
During the Persian Gulf War the servicemen and women on both sides wrote many 
letters to friends and loved ones at home describing their adventures, some of the 
terrible things they had seen, and expressing their hopes and fears for the future. One 
of the most famous letters ever written by a soldier was written during the American 
Civil War by Sullivan Ballou to his wife, Sarah. Here is a selection from that letter:

Sullivan Ballou was killed a week later at the fi rst Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861.

Imagine now that you are a serviceman or woman fi ghting in the Persian Gulf 
War and write a letter home expressing what you have gone through and what 
is on your heart. It should be about one page in length.

My very dear Sarah:
The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few days—perhaps 
tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to write again, I feel impelled to write a few 
lines that may fall under your eye when I shall be no more . . .
Sarah my love for you is deathless, it seems to bind me with mighty cables that 
nothing but Omnipotence could break; and yet my love of Country comes 
over me like a strong wind and bears me unresistibly on with all these chains to 
the battle fi eld.
The memories of the blissful moments I have spent with you come creeping 
over me, and I feel most gratifi ed to God and to you that I have enjoyed them 
for so long. And hard it is for me to give them up and burn to ashes the hopes 
of future years, when, God willing, we might still have lived and loved together, 
and seen our sons grown up to honorable manhood, around us. I have, I know, 
but few and small claims upon Divine Providence, but something whispers to 
me—perhaps it is the wafted prayer of my little Edgar, that I shall return to my 
loved ones unharmed. If I do not my dear Sarah, never forget how much I love 
you, and when my last breath escapes me on the battle fi eld, it will whisper 
your name. Forgive my many faults and the many pains I have caused you. 
How thoughtless and foolish I have often times been! How gladly would I wash 
out with my tears every little spot upon your happiness . . .
But, O Sarah! If the dead can come back to this earth and fl it unseen around 
those they loved, I shall always be near you; in the gladdest days and in the 
darkest nights . . . always, always, and if there be a soft breeze upon your 
cheek, it shall be my breath, as the cool air fans your throbbing temple, it shall 
be my spirit passing by. Sarah do not mourn me dead; think I am gone and 
wait for thee, for we shall meet again . . .
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Kuwait
This unit on the Persian Gulf War has mainly concentrated on the country of Iraq and 
its leader Saddam Hussein. What, though, of the tiny country of Kuwait – the victim of 
Iraq’s aggression? What do we really know about it?

Before the Persian Gulf War, Kuwait attracted a fair number of tourists due to its warm 
climate, beautiful beaches and modern hotels. Quite understandably, the war caused 
the tourist trade to dry right up. 

Your task is to put together a travel brochure on the Kuwaiti nation. The brochure 
should advertise the many attractions that Kuwait offers the North American traveler. 

You may wish to consider including in your brochure information on:

• hotels, restaurants and other guest facilities

• costs for fl ights, accommodations and meals

• historic and architectural sites

• attractions / entertainment

This project will require some research on your part. Check your school library for 
recent information on Kuwait as well as the internet. You might also wish to check out 
some sample brochures 
to get an idea of their 
layout.

Your brochure should 
include several 
attractive pictures 
and be laid out as 
presented in the 
sample brochures. The 
text should be neat 
and professional in 
appearance. You may 
wish to use a computer 
for the fi nished product.
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The Bedouin

A widely quoted Bedouin saying is “I and my brothers against my cousins, 
I and my brothers and my cousins against the world.”

The Bedouin are a 
fascinating people who 
have lived on the fringes 
of history and society for 
hundreds (if not thousands) 
of years. The word bedu is 
an Arabic word meaning 
“inhabitant of the desert”. 
For most people though, 
this word conjures up much 
more. Books and movies 
have painted the Bedouin 
as a fascinating people – 
with fl owing robes, riding 
their camels across the shifting sands under the hot desert sun.

What, though, is the truth about these mysterious people? Do they really wear 
long fl owing robes and carry small daggers with twisted blades? Do they really 
ride their camels and attack strangers without warning? How do they make their 
living? Are there even any Bedouin left in the deserts of Iraq and Kuwait, or are their 
descendants driving cars and living in the cities of the Middle East? What is real and 
what has come straight from the imaginations of Hollywood scriptwriters?

Your task is to do a one-page report on the Bedouin. Your report should include 
something of their history; how they traditionally made their living (and perhaps still 
do); their culture and religion; their clothing; mode of transportation; food; where 
they can be found today – and anything else that you think your readers will fi nd 
fascinating.

You may wish to include a picture with your report. Be sure the report has a title and 
has been proof-read.
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The Interview of a Lifetime 
Imagine that you are the ace reporter for a 
major metropolitan newspaper. During the 
Persian Gulf War you are sent to the region 
to cover the story for your paper. While there 
you are able to send back many exciting 
stories about the confl ict: the bombing raids 
on Baghdad; the oil well fi res; the launching 
of the Scud missiles at Israel and Saudi 
Arabia; and many other breath-taking events. 

As the war draws to a close you are unexpectedly given the opportunity of a lifetime. 
You are asked to come to Baghdad and interview Saddam Hussein himself. 

You telephone your editor and she is ecstatic. “This will be picked up by every news 
agency in the world,” she says. “You’ve got to make sure you ask him very penetrating 
questions – questions that the world will be interested in fi nding out the answers to.”

“Like what?” you ask. “I’m so excited – my mind has gone blank.”

“No problem,” she says. “Sit down and take these six questions down. These are 
questions that everyone will want to know the answers to.”

You grab your pen, get out your notepad and are just about to start writing when 
the phone goes dead. “Oh no!” No matter how hard you try, you can’t get your 
editor back on the line. You are on your own! You sit down and begin composing six 
questions – six questions you will ask Saddam Hussein – six questions that will make the 
world sit up and take notice! 

Your assignment is to compose the six questions you think would be most 
interesting to fi nd out the answers to if you had a chance to interview 
Saddam Hussein.

Then put your thinking cap back on. What might his answers be to these six 
questions? Write responses that Saddam might have given. Provide in these 
answers as much detail as possible, trying to shed some light into how this 
man thinks, and explaining why he made such poor decisions during the 
time of the Persian Gulf War.

Consider this...
“Don’t be attracted to easy paths 
because the paths that make 
your feet bleed are the only way 
to get ahead in life.”

Saddam Hussein

© Persian Gulf War (1990 – 1991) CC5508

NAME: 

...................Student Worksheet

1A

Weapons of War
The Persian Gulf War featured many state-of-the-art high-tech weapons. Many, in 
fact, made their debut during this confl ict. In the readings you were introduced to 
the stealth bomber, Tomahawk missiles, and Scud missiles. Many other examples 
of modern warfare technology were also used. 

•  In tank warfare the M1A1 Abrams tank was used very effectively. 

•  In the air the F-117 Nighthawk stealth fi ghter, the AH-64 Apache helicopter, and 
the F-15E Strike Eagle patrolled the skies. 

•  Small arms included such weapons as carbines, assault rifl es, light machine 
guns, grenade launchers, mortars, mobile anti-tank guns, rocket launchers, and 
shoulder-fi red anti-aircraft missile launchers.

Your task is to prepare an information sheet on one or more of the 
weapons used in the Persian Gulf War. Imagine that such an information 
sheet will be used to help new recruits in their training. Your information 
sheet should include technical details on the weapon(s) you select, in what 
circumstances they might be used, necessary training required, cost, etc.
• Please include a picture or drawing of each weapon.

AH-64 Apache Helicopter

 

© Iraq War (2003 – Present) CC5509

NAME: 

...................Student Worksheet

6A

Be A Movie Critic
This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

Many great movies and television programs have been made over the years which 
are set in times of war – from classics like Ben Hur (which takes place 2,000 years 
ago) to ones which are set during the recent wars in the Middle East. 

The best of these movies are perhaps those that force the viewer to take a closer 
look at his/her own self, or at how confl ict and war are commonly viewed. Some 
really good movies can even make you see the point of view of people on the other 
side. A good movie, like a good book, draws you right into the lives of the people in 
the story.

This is your opportunity to be a movie critic. View one of the war movies listed 
below (or one approved by your teacher). While watching the movie consider the 
following:

•  The emotions of the main character during the movie – do his/her war 
experiences change him/her. If so, how?

• What experiences had the biggest impact on the character? Why?

• Does the main character grow/mature through his/her experiences?

•  What does the main character come to realize about him/herself that he/she 
didn’t realize before?

Your review should be about a page in length. It should review the basic plot of the 
movie (without giving away the ending), and it should include your own opinion of 
the movie (good, bad, or mixed).

WAR MOVIES

• Lawrence of Arabia
• Sergeant York
• All Quiet on the Western Front
• Red Badge of Courage
• Paths of Glory

Activity Six
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Activity Five
Searching for Peace

Although the war in Iraq which 
began in 2003 is “offi cially” over, 
men and women – both Iraqis and 
coalition troops – continue to suffer 
and die. The peace process has been 
a real struggle in this troubled, war-
torn nation.

The presence of the United States 
and other coalition nations in Iraq has 
become an increasingly sore point 
among many people at home in the 
US and in other countries around the 
world. Demonstrations and protests 
have been mounted on a regular 
basis to bring troops home and in hopes of bringing stability to Iraq.

A number of peace organizations and humanitarian agencies exist to promote peace 
and to help people in distress. Several have been operating in Iraq, trying to ease the 
burden of suffering for the people there.

Some of these organizations include:

 • Coalition for World Peace

 • Physicians for Peace

 • Mennonite Central Committee

 • American Red Cross

Investigate one of the peace or humanitarian organizations listed above, or one of your 
own choosing. What role has it played in helping to bring peace and stability to Iraq 
during the last few years? 

Write a one-page report on the activities of this organization, their goals and 
accomplishments, especially with regard to Iraq. Your conclusion should state your own 
opinion about the effectiveness of this organization in Iraq.

Alternative Activity: After researching one or more peace or humanitarian 
organizations involved in Iraq, create your own organization to be used for this 
purpose. What would be its goals and specifi c strategies to bring peace and 
stability to Iraq? Be sure to include enough detail so that the reader can get a 
clear picture of your plans.
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Iraqi Folktales
This activity can be done individually or in small groups.

Stories and folktales have been a part of 
the culture of the people living in this part 
of the world for countless generations. 
Folktales were an important source of 
entertainment for the people, as well as a 
way of bonding the community of a region 
together around a common image of life 
that they all shared. Folktales reinforced the 
values of society, reminding people of what 
was important to their ancestors. 

Your task is to research an Iraqi folktale (in 
your school library or on the internet) and 
to represent it in a project of about a page in length. An accompanying drawing or 
other visual instrument could be very effective to your presentation. As an extension 
to this activity you might read your folktale to the class or even act it out as a 
Readers’ Theater exercise. If you are unable to fi nd an Iraqi folktale, try to fi nd one 
from elsewhere in the Middle East.

Here are a few Iraqi folktales:

 • “The Enchanted Storks” 

 • “The Prince’s Carpet”

 • “Alexander the Great and the Jewish Barber”

 • “The Little Red Fish and the Clog of Gold” (aka “The Golden Sandal”)

 • “Seven Sons and Seven Daughters”

 • “The Sparrow and His Wife”

 • “The Fish That Laughed”

Activity Four
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The Iraq-Iran War
You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake. 
Jeannette Rankin (1880 - 1973)

The Iran-Iraq War was one of the bloodiest, most costly wars of the last century. It 
lasted for eight years, longer than the Second World War. Estimates of those killed in 
the war range from 500,000 to more than 1 million. Whole cities were destroyed and 
thousands of civilians were killed as well. The fi nancial cost is estimated at a minimum 
of $200 billion. Still, most 
Americans know little 
about this war.

What caused these two 
neighboring countries to 
hate each other so much 
that they would go to war 
year after year, with the 
goal of wiping the other 
country off the face of the 
earth?

Your task is to prepare 
a one page report 
summarizing this confl ict. 
You may wish to look into 
the following research 
subtopics:

 • Background and causes of the war

 • Timeline (main events)

 • Foreign support given to Iran and Iraq

 • Military strength of both sides

 • Casualties

 • The peace process

You might conclude your report by summarizing your own reaction to this confl ict.

Activity Three

Part of the Hands of Victory monument Saddam Hussein ordered built following the Iran-Iraq War
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Historical Sites of Iraq
The Middle East has many 
historical sites dating 
back thousands of years 
– sites that would delight 
the heart of any historian, 
archeologist, or relic hunter.

You are to select one 
historical site from this 
region and create a 
brochure designed to 
fascinate others interested 
in searching for lost 
treasures and artifacts. 

You might consider one of 
the following sites:

 • The ancient city of Arbil

 • The minaret in Samarra

 • Karbala (i.e. The tomb of Imam al-Hussein Bnu Ali Bnu Abi Talib)

 • The Abbasid Fortress of al-Ukhaidar

 • The Mosque of Abu Dalaf

 • The ancient city of Babylon

 • The ancient city of Ninevah

You may choose one of the sites above or another appropriate historical site for 
investigation (historians estimate that there are more than 25,000 such sites in Iraq).

Your brochure should be helpful to any traveler going to Iraq on an historical quest 
or an archaeological dig. The brochure should include a summary of the historical 
importance of the site, what the site presently features, how accessible it is to tourists, 
admission charges, where it is located in Iraq, etc.

It might be helpful to examine a sampling of brochures before beginning this project. 
Be sure to make your fi nal product professional-looking and attractive, and to include 
relevant pictures. 

Activity Two
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THE KURDS
The Kurdish people live in the northeastern part of Iraq. This area is part of a 
region which is often referred to as Kurdistan, and comprises parts of Iraq, 
Turkey, Iran and Syria. Between four and six million Kurds live in Iraq. 

During the presidency of Saddam Hussein the Kurds in Iraq were severely 
persecuted. Thousands were killed by Iraqi troops and many more were forced 
to leave the country and settle in other areas of the world. Now that Saddam 
Hussein is no longer in power the Kurds do have it much better in Iraq.

Your task is to prepare an information sheet on these fascinating people. You 
may wish to include information about things like:

• Language

• History

• Culture

• Music

• Religion

• Clothing

• Recreation

• Occupations

[You do not have to include information on all of these subtopics – only on 
those in which you are interested or about which you may have found some 
really interesting facts.]

Your information sheet should be one page in length. It should have a 
professional appearance and contain at least one appropriate picture.

Activity One
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The War Begins

2.  Weapons of war have certainly undergone some changes during the past century. 
What are some examples of weapons that are available for use in a war today?

 

 

3.  What might be considered the “ultimate” weapon today? Why is it so important 
that such a weapon never be used?

 

 

ruthless

protect

support

deadline

1.  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.

coalition

critical

opponent

combat

stealth

accuracy

battle

cruel

exactness

alliance

secret

safeguard

enemy

uphold

important

last possible moment

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J
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The War Begins
1. Fill in each blank with the correct word from the reading. 

 a)  It was said that Saddam Hussein simply didn’t understand . 

 b)  The Iraqi army was believed to number over  million and were 
supported by  fighter planes and bombers.

 c)  The military build up in the Middle East by the United States and its allies was known

  as Operation Desert .

 d)  The purpose of this operation was to protect the nations of the area as well as the

  sources of .

 e)  The United  told the Iraqis they must leave Kuwait by January

   , 1991.

 f)  The air attack was directed at Iraqi  targets.

 2. a)  Cross out words that were not a part of Operation Desert Storm.

   stealth bombers  Tomahawk missiles  smart bombs  Spitfire fighter planes

  b)  Circle  any of the following that were not a part of the Persian Gulf War.

   George H.W. Bush  Bill Clinton  Saddam Hussein  Republican Guard 

  c)  Underline the nation that did not join Operation Desert Shield.

   Israel  Great Britain  France  Canada 

ReadinG PassaGeNAME: 

...................
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eople the world over were very 
nervous about the idea of facing 
Saddam Hussein and the ruthless 

Republican Guard in a war. Saddam, it was 
said, “simply does not understand fear.” The 
Iraqi army was believed to number over 
1.2 million and supporting them were over 
750 fighter planes and bombers.

Shortly after the invasion of Kuwait, the 
United States, under the leadership of George H.W. Bush, began sending troops 
and military equipment to the Gulf region to help protect other nations in the 
area, and to protect their sources of oil in the Middle East. This was known as 
Operation Desert Shield. 

The United Nations had told Iraq that it must leave Kuwait by January 15, 1991. The 
whole world then held its breath. In the meantime a number of nations, including 
Great Britain, France, and Canada joined the coalition in Operation Desert Shield. 

When the January 15th deadline passed and Iraq refused to leave Kuwait, 
President Bush ordered the start of the air attack on Iraqi military targets. 
Operation Desert Shield had become Operation Desert Storm. 

Operation Desert Storm began with the most awesome air assault ever. In the first 
week they flew almost 5,000 missions – losing only ten planes. Tomahawk cruise 
missiles and “stealth” fighter planes were used for the first time in combat. The 
“stealth” bombers dropped laser-guided “smart bombs” with pinpoint accuracy.

The war against Saddam Hussein and his armies was only beginning. How tough  
an opponent would the Iraqi army prove to be in this critical next phase of the  
war – the ground war?

P

The War Begins

Why do you think President Bush gave it the 
name “Operation Desert Shield”?

NAME: 
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The War Begins
3. Answer each question with a full sentence.

 a) What advantage was there in the use of stealth bombers?

 

 

 

 b)  Why do you think the air assault was planned before the ground war began?

 

 

 

 c)  How many missions were flown by the coalition forces during the war’s first week, and 
how many planes did they lose as a result?

 

 

 

Research
 
  President George H.W. Bush played an 

important part in the Persian Gulf War. 
Investigate the life and accomplishments 
of this man and write a one-page report 
outlining a few key points about his 
personal life and political career. Pay 
special attention to the role he played in 
the Persian Gulf War.
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Artistic Flair

or this hands-on activity you have a menu of options. Choose 

one of the menu items below:

A. A Comic Strip

This activity is especially for students with an artistic flair or who love 

comic books! Your topic can be the Iraq War in general, or you may 

choose to focus on one aspect of it (i.e. the life of Saddam Hussein). 

The first step is to decide on the length of your comic strip (6 to 12 

frames is suggested). Next consider what events you will include. 

A quick sketch of the comic strip should first be drawn in a storyboard 
format before a final, good copy is attempted. The strip should 

include a title, dialog and color. It should be neat and imaginative. 

B. A Detailed Picture or Diorama 

Do either a detailed picture or a diorama of some aspect of the Iraq 

War. Possible subjects might include an oil well; Saddam Hussein’s 

palace or military bunker in Baghdad; a weapon of war; one of the 

coalition military personnel in uniform. 

C. Adding to Your Poem

If you completed the previous activity (Hands-On Activity 3) you now 

have an opportunity to add to the overall effect of the poem and 

its presentation. Supplement the poem’s presentation with a picture 

or other suitable visual tools which capture the poem’s theme. The 

final product should be suitable for posting on a classroom or school 

bulletin board.

F

4
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Part A

Comprehension Quiz

1.  Much of the land in Iraq is sandy desert.

  TrUE  FAlSE

2. Saddam Hussein’s political party was called the Strident People’s Party.

   TrUE  FAlSE

3.  Iraq had been involved in a long war with Syria.

  TrUE  FAlSE

4.  The Persian Gulf War happened because of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.

  TrUE  FAlSE

5.  The organization al-Qaeda took credit for the terrorist incidents in America on 
September 11, 2001.

  TrUE  FAlSE

6.  The U.S. wanted to launch their attacks on Iraq from the country of Turkey.

  TrUE  FAlSE

7.  The United States accused Iraq of manufacturing weapons of mass destruction.

  TrUE  FAlSE

8.  General Norman Schwarzkopf was the commander of the coalition forces during 
the Iraq War of 2003.

  TrUE  FAlSE

Part B

 Circle  the word TrUE if the statement is TRUE or   Circle   the word FAlSE if it is 

FALSE. 

Circle  the three countries below that were a part of the coalition.

Canada  Poland  Australia  France  russia  Great Britain 

SUBTOTAL:       /11

30

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© Gulf Wars Big Book CC5510
92

Find all THIrTY words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some even backwards.

Word Search

ambition Bush destruction Kurds motivate sniper

asset civilization ethnic Kuwait persecute stockpiles

Baghdad coalition guerrilla manufacture Poland suspicious

Blair contend Hussein minority reserves Turkey

Britain cultivation Iraq Moslem Saddam unpredictable
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1.

a) immense

b) turmoil

c) abandon

d) assassinate

e) interrogator

f) security

g) satisfied

h) overthrow

Answers will vary

2.

2.

Answers will vary. 
(i.e.

1.  Born in Auja.

2.  Starts school in 
Baghdad at age 10.

3.  At 20 joins the 
Baath Party.

4.  In 1968 becomes 
number 2 man to 
the President.

5.  In 1979 becomes 
President of Iraq.)

1.

a) FAlSE

b) TrUE

c) TrUE

d) FAlSE

e) FAlSE

f) TrUE

1.

Answers will vary. 
 (i.e. Greed, bad 

leadership, jealousy)

2.

1. F

2. C

3. A

4. G

5. D

6. B

7. E

3.

- Iran
- Ottoman Empire
- United States
- Saudi Arabia

1.

a) FAlSE

b) FAlSE

c) TrUE

d) FAlSE

e) FAlSE

2.

a) 3

b) 1

c) 5

d) 4

e) 2

4.

a)  Iraq had one of 
the largest, best-
equipped armies in 
the world and their 
leader was very 
aggressive.

b)  They gave Iraq until 
Jan. 15, 1991 to 
leave Kuwait.

c)  The U.S. moved 
thousands of 
troops and military 
equipment into the 
Persian Gulf region 
to protect the 
other nations in the 
Middle East.

1.
A. cruel

B. safeguard

C. uphold

D.  last possible 
moment

E. alliance

F. important

G. enemy

H. battle

I. secret

J. exactness
2.

Answers will vary. 
(i.e. Tanks, heat-
seeking missiles, 

submarines)

Nuclear weapons. 
They may destroy 

all human life.

3.

2726
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1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

export

probable

destruction

deposed

To destroy.

The act of setting upon a course of action.

Likely.

Head of state in some Islamic countries.

1.  The war between Iraq and Kuwait was between two countries whose oil reserves 
are among the largest in the world. What do you think might be a reason for two 
such countries going to war?

 

 

 

 2.  Match each word to its definition. You may use the dictionary to help you.

Invasion of Kuwait

5 E

6 F

7 G

emir

resolution

elite

The choice or best.

To ship products to another country.

To overthrow a ruler.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


