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Activity Four
The Cold War

Directions:  Put the events of the Cold War in the correct order on 
the lines provided.  Start with the earliest events and end with the 
last event.  You may use other resources to help you.

  Berlin Wall falls.

  Fidel Castro takes over Cuba.

  End of Soviet Union.

  Communist leader Mao Zedong takes over China.

  Construction of the Berlin Wall.

  Reagan and Gorbachev remove their missiles from Europe.

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________

3.  _________________________________________________________________________________

4.  _________________________________________________________________________________

5.  _________________________________________________________________________________

6.  _________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Six
Buddhism

Buddhism is an ancient world religion.  It is one of the five major religions of the world.  Most 
Buddhists live in central and Eastern Asia, but Buddhists live throughout the world.

Buddhists do not believe in a central God figure.  They follow the teachings of the Buddha.  
They also believe in ending suffering. This can be done through perfect spiritual awareness.

Buddhists believe in showing compassion to all living creatures.  This includes animals.  
Because of this, many Buddhists are vegetarians.

Meditation is a common practice.   They do this to clear their mind and gain spiritual 
wisdom.  Many Buddhists meditate several times a day in order to get perfect spiritual 
awareness.

1.  Where do most Buddhists live?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How do Buddhists believe suffering will end? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why are some Buddhists vegetarians? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why do Buddhists meditate? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

NAME: 

...................Student Worksheet

© World Political Leaders  CC5761
1A

Activity One
Hosting the Olympics

Almost every country wants to host the Olympics.  People from all over the world will be 
visiting the host country, spending millions of dollars.

In order to be considered, countries must write a bid.  The bid describes what their 
country has to offer, what changes will be made to allow for the Olympics, and why their 
country is the best choice.

Once a country has been chosen to host by the International Olympic Committee, the 
country starts building different sites for the sporting events.  These could be all centered 
in one city, or they can be in several locations in the country.

The years before the Olympics will be very busy.  Roads will need to be widened, and 
hotels and other buildings will need to be constructed.  This brings many new jobs to the 
country.

After the Olympics, people will have seen the best the country has to offer on their 
television.  Tourism will increase, and more money will be spent in the country.  The 
country will benefit for years.

Directions:  Answer each question below.

1. Why do countries want to host the Olympics? 

 

 

2. What happens to a country after their bid is chosen?

 

 

3. How do countries benefit for years after hosting?
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Activity Three
Apartheid

Imagine going to vote for a new leader for your country.  You go to vote, but are told to go 
home.  You are told your vote does not count because of the color of your skin.  This is what 
like was like in South Africa for black citizens during apartheid.

South Africa was and still is an important port city.  During the 17th century, Dutch traders 
settled in South Africa.  These settlers brought slaves with them from India, Madagascar, and 
other countries.  This began the separation of races in South Africa.

Slavery was later made illegal in South Africa, but new laws were created that did not give 
the same rights to black citizens as they did to white citizens.

This continued for decades.  Mandela’s time in prison brought worldwide attention to 
apartheid.  After his release, apartheid laws were removed, and all people in South Africa 
began to enjoy the same rights and freedoms.

1.  How did slavery begin in South Africa?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.   After slavery was made illegal, why did black citizens not enjoy the same rights 
as white citizens? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How did Nelson Mandela’s prison time help bring about an end to apartheid?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Five
The Nobel Peace Prize 

Directions: Use the Internet, encyclopedias, textbooks, and other 
resources to help you answer the questions below.

1.  Where is the Peace Prize awarded?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How often is the Peace Prize awarded? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How are people selected to receive the Peace Prize?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is the Nobel Peace Center?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  List the last four people who have received the Nobel Peace Prize.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Two
NATO

Directions: Use the Internet, encyclopedias, textbooks, and other resources to help 
you answer the questions below. 

1. What does NATO stand for? When did it begin?

 

 

2. Who were the first country members to join NATO?

 

 

3. What is the cause for NATO to form?

 

 

4.   What’s the difference between a NATO member and a NATO partner?

 

 

5. Which European countries are currently NOT a member of NATO?

 

 

6.   Which European countries are currently a NATO partner? Why are they not   
 members?
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I.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to 
help you.  

 highjack course overthrow disbanding

 terrorist conflict controversial

George W. Bush

 a) The party began  after the cake was served.

 b) Paul and Ron are no longer friends because of a .

 c) A  was caught before he could hurt anyone.

 d) The people got together to  the unfair king.

 e) We used a map to decide our  to the city.

 f)  The end of the game was  because the player may have been 
out of bounds.

 g) Two people tried to  the car, but were stopped by the police.

2.  The map has arrows pointing at three countries: the United States, 
Afghanistan, and Iraq.  Using colored pencils, follow the directions below.

 a) Color the United States red.  b) Color Afghanistan blue.  c) Color Iraq green.
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Nelson Mandela
1. Place the following events on the timeline below.  

 Events: 
a) The world pressures South Africa to free Mandela.

b) Mandela works to stop the AIDS epidemic.

c) Nelson Mandela is convicted and serves twenty-seven years.

d) Mandela is found not guilty of treason.

e) Mandela is elected the 11th President of South Africa.

3.  How would you improve race relations in South Africa?  List three suggestions.

 a) 

 b) 

 c) 

2.  Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.”  Explain what this quote means in your 

own words. 
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Vicente Fox
icente Fox was the 72nd President of Mexico.  He was born 
on July 2, 1942 in Mexico City, but he grew up on a ranch in 
the country.  He moved back to the city when he attended 

college.  

Vicente Fox did not start out wanting to be a politician.  After he 
finished college, Fox started working for Coca-Cola.  He started at 
the bottom, and then was put in charge of operations in Mexico.  
Eventually, he was in charge of Coca-Cola’s operations in all of Latin 
America.

When Fox became President, he decided to fix the problems he saw in the Mexican 
government.  Mexico had the reputation of being corrupt and too lax on drugs.  Fox 
worked to stop corruption within the Mexican government.  He also helped create new 
laws that made it harder to buy and sell drugs.  

Before Fox took office, Mexico was not very involved in world politics.  They had a strict rule 
that said Mexico should not criticize how other governments decide to run their countries.  
Fox decided to increase Mexico’s involvement in world politics.

Fox worked with the U.S. to try to control open immigration between the Mexico-U.S. 
borders.  George W. Bush supported these discussions, but no new laws were passed at that 
time.

Fox also worked with other Latin American countries.  Mexico held several international 
summits to talk about global issues.  Guests included Fidel Castro and George W. Bush.  The 
two leaders were not in the same room at the same time, but Fox wanted to help the two 
leaders work together.

What two problems did Fox try to fix when he became 
President?

STOP

V
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Volodymyr Zelenskyy
1. In your own words, explain how Ukraine was able to hold off Russia’s invasion.

 

 

 

 

3.  Zelenskyy went from being an actor and comedian to being the president of Ukraine.   

 This is similar to another famous world leader—Ronald Reagan. Compare and contrast   

 both leaders’ relations with Russia during their time as presidents.

 

 

 

 

2.  Zelenskyy once said, “The president can’t change the country on his own.  
 But what can he do? He can give an example.”

  What conclusions can you draw about how Zelenskyy views the role of the 

president?
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Compare and Contrast Pyramid
Using the Pyramid below, describe how Castro, Putin, and Zemin are similar to and 
different from each other.

Castro

Shared

Putin Zemin

2
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Comprehension Quiz 25

5

5

SUBTOTAL:       /10

Match the leader on the left with their actions on the right.

Bush
Organized the Rainbow Tour to meet  

with other world leaders1 A

Mandela Worked with Bush on immigration2 B

The Perons Took over his country after a coup3 C

Fox Invaded Iraq4 D

Castro Worked to end the AIDS epidemic in Africa5 E

Part A

Part B

  

a) FALSE

b) FALSE

c) TRUE

d) FALSE

e) FALSE

1.  Circle  the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or  Circle  the word 
FALSE if it is FALSE.    

 a)  Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act was known as “Obamahealth”.
   TRUE FALSE   

 b) China has allowed the Dalai Lama to return to Tibet to lead.
   TRUE FALSE     

 c) Putin and Zelenskyy were at odds.
   TRUE FALSE      

 d) Indira Gandhi created a food shortage in India.
   TRUE FALSE    

 e) Mandela helped apartheid spread in South Africa.

   TRUE FALSE   
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards. 

Word Search

terrorist summit reincarnated release
term aid export threat
alliance corrupt conflict economy
treason epidemic fled annexing
apartheid linked allies wealthy
isolated surplus highjack personable
collapse decade course foreign
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Overthrow the 
Taliban

7

13

11

1.

a) disbanding

b) conflict

c) terrorist

d) overthrow

e) course

f)  controversial 

g)  highjack

2.

U.S. should be  

colored red

Afghanistan should 

be colored blue

Iraq should be  

colored green

1.

 

The war in Iraq ends

The US joins the Paris 
Agreement

 
The US negotiates  

with Iran

2.
Answers will vary

 
 

3.  
Answers will vary

 
 
 

4.  
Answers will vary

1.

a)  oppose

b)  personable

c)  aid

d)  dictator

e)  isolated

f)  embargo

g)  hostile

2.

 
 
 

Answers will vary 
 

3.  
Answers will vary

Cuba and Russia 
could attack

15

1.

a)   Castro takes over

b)   Works with Russia

c)  Ends relationship 
with Russia

d)   Encourages 
tourism

2.

Answers will vary

 
 
 
3.  

Answers will vary

4.

Answers will vary

1.

2.

Answers will vary

3.

Answers will vary

a

b

c

d

e

f

D

E

B

A

F

C

1.

a) FALSE

b) TRUE

c) FALSE
 

d) TRUE

2.

Events in order from 
left to right:

c)  September 11, 
2001,

d)  Troops sent to 
Afghanistan,

e) Troops sent to Iraq,
b) Hussein guilty,
a) Elections

3.

Answers will vary

The Paris Agreement 
is an agreement 

with many countries 
around the world 
who will work to 
limit their carbon 

pollution.

NAME: 

...................Before You Read

©© World Political Leaders CC5761
10

Barack Obama
1.  Read the definitions on the left.  Find the correct definition on the right and write 

the correct letter on the line provided.  You may use a dictionary to help you.

collapse

economy

policy

restrictions

pollution

uninsured

A course of action

Not insured

Harmful substance in the environment

Falling down

The richness of a country

A limit on something

a

b

c

d

e

f

A

B

C

D

E

F

2.  Barack Obama made history when he was elected as the first African American 
president of the United States. Look up his campaign. What policies did he run 
on? What do you think convinced the majority of the country to vote for him?

 

 

 

  

3. When Obama was elected president, he inherited a country at war. Imagine you   
 are the new president of a country who is already in the middle of a war overseas.   
 How would you treat this? Would you try to stop the war? Would you continue?
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Vicente Fox
icente Fox was the 72nd President of Mexico.  He was born 
on July 2, 1942 in Mexico City, but he grew up on a ranch in 
the country.  He moved back to the city when he attended 

college.  

Vicente Fox did not start out wanting to be a politician.  After he 
finished college, Fox started working for Coca-Cola.  He started at 
the bottom, and then was put in charge of operations in Mexico.  
Eventually, he was in charge of Coca-Cola’s operations in all of Latin 
America.

When Fox became President, he decided to fix the problems he saw in the Mexican 
government.  Mexico had the reputation of being corrupt and too lax on drugs.  Fox 
worked to stop corruption within the Mexican government.  He also helped create new 
laws that made it harder to buy and sell drugs.  

Before Fox took office, Mexico was not very involved in world politics.  They had a strict rule 
that said Mexico should not criticize how other governments decide to run their countries.  
Fox decided to increase Mexico’s involvement in world politics.

Fox worked with the U.S. to try to control open immigration between the Mexico-U.S. 
borders.  George W. Bush supported these discussions, but no new laws were passed at that 
time.

Fox also worked with other Latin American countries.  Mexico held several international 
summits to talk about global issues.  Guests included Fidel Castro and George W. Bush.  The 
two leaders were not in the same room at the same time, but Fox wanted to help the two 
leaders work together.

What two problems did Fox try to fix when he became 
President?

STOP

V
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Compare and Contrast Pyramid
Using the Pyramid below, describe how Castro, Putin, and Zemin are similar to and 
different from each other.

Castro

Shared

Putin Zemin

2



© World Political Leaders CC5761
59

Potala Palace
(In Lhasa, Tibet Chief residence of the Dalai Lama)..............


