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Fun in the Sun

• Choose a word family.
• Print the word family rime inside the circle 
• Add an onset to the rime to make real words.
• Write the real word in a ray to create a Word Family Sun.  
• Read the sun.
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Onset and Rime Circles 

Lay the yellow 
circle on top 
of the blue 
circle. Place a 
paper clip in the 
center and hold 
in place with a 
pencil. Spin both 
of the spinners. 
Say the word 
aloud. Does it 
make sense? Is 
it a real word? 
Then spin again.
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Graphic Organizers
Suggestions for using three of the six Graphic Organizers included in our Word Family Book are found below.  They 

may also be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The graphic organizers can be used on a projection 
system or interactive whiteboard in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets. To evaluate 

students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric.

1,2,3,4,5,6

1
ONSET- RIME CIRCLES
This organizer can be used as a whole class activity then as a small 
group or individual activity.  To introduce this to the whole class, place 
the small yellow circle of onsets inside the larger blue circle of rimes.   
Not only will the students see that yellow and blue really do make 
green, they will also see how words can be made.  Make a small whole 
in the center of each circle. Place a paper clip in the center and hold in 
place with a pencil. Spin both of the spinners. Add the onset to the rime.  
Say the word aloud.  Ask the students: Does the word make sense?  
Does it sound right? Together determine if it is a real word. Record the 
real words on chart paper in a list. Then spin again. (For more advanced 
students, record the word on chart paper or the black board and ask: 
Does it look right?)  After you have demonstrated how to use the onset-
rime circles move the activity to a center for small groups or individual 
students to use for practice.  Found on Page 20.

2
ONSET-RIME WORD CHAINS
This organizer can be used as a whole class or small group activity. Divide 
the class into three groups.  Give each group either a consonant, consonant 
blend or a consonant digraph. Either create your own or use the set provided 
on pages 13 & 14.  Copy the onset cards on three different colors of colored 
cardstock (i.e. consonant digraphs – orange, consonant blends – green and 
consonants - blue) so that you know at a glance who has which onset.  Give 
the students whom need additional support to be successful the consonants 
and those who can handle a challenge the digraphs. Select a rime and ask 
students to decide if their onset makes a real word when added to the 
rime.  If their onset makes a real word, record it in the appropriate column. 
This activity gives students practice blending onsets and rimes and in 
distinguishing between consonants, blends and digraphs.  
Found on Page 21.    

3
FUN IN THE SUN
This organizer can be used as a whole class or an individual activity. For 
a class activity, lead your students in a brainstorming session. Record 
all of the word families that they know on the board. Choose one word 
family to make into a sun by adding onsets to the rime to create real 
words.  As an individual activity, give students a copy of the overhead 
or make a sun with a round shape on top and print a word family, such 
as, “-ain” , inside the circle. Cut out ray shapes to be added to the sun. 
Students take a blank “ray,” write a real word from the word family e.g. 
“rain”. Each word gets added around the center to make a Word Family 
Sun.  Substitute the word family and create other Word Family Suns.  
Extend the activity by having students write sentences using the words.  
Found on Page 23.
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Rime

Rime: _______________________

Give some students consonants, others blends and the rest digraphs. 
Choose one word family rime and ask students if their onset makes a 
real word.  Record all real words in the appropriate column. 
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Consonants Consonant Blends Consonant Digraphs

SAMPLE
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...................Working With Words

What’s different? 
  Circle    the word that is from a different word family.

1. rake bail fail mail

2. gain chain bank stain

3. make sank cake take

4. flame  lame play blame

5. black bank plank crank

6. mate gate skate same

7. by bay play stay

8. beat hat heat meat

9. sheep keep rep sleep

10. seat feet sweet street

Choose two different word families not shown above. Write three 
words from each of the word families below.

SAMPLE
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Hands-On Activities
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. to lose
4. the yellow part of an egg
6. bandaids cover
8. to gobble
10. in your neck
11. carries people and cargo
12. used to call people
13. where lions live
14. you bake and ice this
16. a red flower
17. you use these to walk

cake 
deep
eat
fail
feet
five
fly
grain
phone
pole 
pride

rose 
sores
skate
steep
shine
tail
throat
train
twice
yoke

Word List

Down
1. one, two, three, four, …
2. what a bird can do
3. a sport on ice
5. used to make bread
6. vertical hills
7. the car has a bright ______
9. a dog has a furry one
11. two times
12. used to fish
14. the water is this when you dive
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Fun in the Sun

•	 Choose	a	word	family.
•	 Print	the	word	family	rime	inside	the	circle	
•	 Add	an	onset	to	the	rime	to	make	real	words.
•	 Write	the	real	word	in	a	ray	to	create	a	Word	Family	Sun.		
•	 Read	the	sun.

SAMPLE


