O Refore You Teach

Teacher Guide

Our resource has been created for ease of use by both
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Intr oduct i on e The AFTER .YOU READ activities check st.udents '
comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading
dentifying and using passage and extend their learning. Students are asked

to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage
through creative and evaluative short-answer questions,
research, and extension activities.

critical thinking skills

is a daunting task

facing most elementary
teachers today. Our resource was
written with this very purpose in
mind. Here you will find critical
thinking defined as, “what happens
when you judge, decide, or solve a problem.” Many of
the critical thinking skills such as, 1) independent thinking,
2) organization, 3) making inferences, 4) anticipating
consequences, 5) recognizing valid and invalid arguments,
and 6) problem solving are defined and used in thought
provoking exercises throughout the book. Rather than clai
to be a complete course in the process of critical thmkmg,
thls workbook is just the begmnmg of a critical

Writing Tasks are included to further develop students’
thinking skills and understanding of the concepts. The
Assessment Rubric (pa a useful tool for evaluating
students’ responses t y of the activities in our

rent purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of
ge shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

into adulthood.
Teacher Guide

Our resource is designed to e Information and tools for the teacher

understand. Complete wi

SO Student Handout
work sheets, overheads, ¢ search puzzles, . -
. . * Reproducible worksheets and activities
and a comprehension quiz, structured

using Bloom’s Taxonomy of i ensure educational Easy Marking™ Answer Key
appropriateness. * Answers for student activities

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with this

How Is Our Resource Organized?

STUDENT HANDOUTS Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns — just line
Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible ~ up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as
worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The shown, and see how every question matches up with
reading passages present important grade-appropriate its answer! . .

. . . : very question matches
information and concepts related to the topic. Embedded in up with its answer!

each passage are one or more questions that ensure students Why Do Need Bete il Thinking ks
understand what they have read.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ
activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

e The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They
stimulate background knowledge and experience,
and guide students to make connections between what
they know and what they will learn. Important concepts
and vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.
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NAME: AMTer You Read

Keys to Asking Questions (Part One)

1. Use the graphic organizer below to write five “Getting the Facts” questions
about the following article.

( \

Farmers Use Falcons to Protect Berries

Rather than using chemicals or noise to keep birds from eating their ripe berries, some farmers
are trying a new way to scare off hungry birds — bigger birds. Farmers in some parts of the
U.S. have hired people who own falcons, which are large birds of prey, to guard their berries.
Small birds called starlings love berries. They can destroy hundreds of thousands of dollars in
berries each year. But starlings are afraid of falcons, so they fly off when they see one nearby.
Farmers use falcons that are trained not to kill the starlings and to fly bgck to their owners.

ained falcons worked
11 hours a day,

Keeping an eye on the falcons is hard work. One man and his ei
last summer at Rose’s Berry Farm in Glastonbury, Connecticut, Thegw.
seven days a week, to chase starlings from the farm.

the chemical is no longer sold and the ' ise from the cannons. The
Roses thought about covering thair 40 a

hitp://www.education- sforyou/pdfs/newsforyoul01.pdf

ting the Facts by Asking Questions

Who?
What?
Where?
When?
Why?
How?

2.  Write three facts that you read in the news article above and write what you could do to
prove each one. (Use complete sentences.)

1
2)

3)
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NAME:

MTer You Read

N Crossword

(Word List
anticipate
attributes 1
brainstorm 2 3
conclusion
consequences
crifical 4 5
evaluate 6 7
facts .
independent
G J 5
10 11
12
13
16
(Word List
inference
logic
modifications
opinions
problem
18 reason
solufion
thinking
value
Across . \. J
owhn
2.  Expect
6. Astate of difficulty that needs to be settled 1. A collection of guiding, positive beliefs

or a guestion that needs to be answered.

or rules that a person follows in life.

9. A conclusion that you came to in your mind 3. Measure the quality of something
based on something else that you believe 4.  Write down all the answers to @
to be frue. problem that come to mind.
11, Characteristics 5. Clearly stated information that can be
13. Answers proven
15. Free to make choices 7. The art of reasoning
16. Changes 8.  Logical thinking
17. The process of using your mind to consider 10. Thinking
things carefully 12. Drawing @
18. The effects or results of a decision or action 14. Beliefs based on feelings
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Critical Thinkers

Critical thinkers are:
e curious about the world.

* creative questioners.

)
3

* frequently asking “why?” and seeking reasons
to defend a position.

* interested only in credible sources of
information.

* able to take info account the total situation or
context when infterpreting something.

* relevant thinkers who stick to the main pgé
* always looking for alternative expl t Siti
egQoints of view other than their own.

* open-minded and who seri C

* willing fo change a p idence is sufficient to make them do

SO.
e able o with Nt when the evidence is insufficient.
* eqger to seek

* able to realize the limits of knowing; hence they look for probability rather than
Proof.

* able to redlize the role of personal bias in the process of knowing something.

* able to deal in an orderly manner with the parts of a complex whole and
anticipate the next step in a process.

* sensitive to the feelings, levels of knowledge, and degree of sophistication of
others when presenting their findings.

* able to apply critical thinking abilities to a wide variety of subjects.
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