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0 Before You Read @
Ecosystems
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< 1. Circle o if the sentence is True orﬁ if it is

T F a) Afieldisanecosystem.

T F b) Living things need each oth

T F ¢) Ananimalis a fossil as soo S.
T F d) A systemis a group of at work together.
T F e) Some things that Iive@ help each other.
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2. Put a check mark (/) next t

a) What is NOT an ecosystém?
O A Arock.
O B A pond.
O ¢ A forest.
O D Anocean.
b) What is a fossil?

er that is the most right.

O A An .
O B D fallen from a free.
O c ock under the ground.
ODp ft of a dead animal turned to stone.
c) The Ear getting
O A colder
O B drier
O ¢ warmer
O D wetter
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Ecosystems
1. Put a check mark (v) next to the answer that is

a) Plants and animals work together. What i

O A An ecosystem.
O B A family.

O ¢ A fossil. %\

O D Aherd.

b) There were ecosystems that liv

ng time ago.
How can we learn about the

O A By looking at fossils.

O B By talking to old peo
QO ¢ By reading history
O D By looking at anj

¢) Which would be p
O A deer

O B sand %
QO € bees %
O D ‘

\,

animals

a) Fo réhwhat’s left of animals that furned into
b) Pla t energy from the

¢) Plants need sun, air, and to make food.

d) The living things in a place are either or

{10’
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4. Study an ecosyste

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE@PRESS L

E[! Rae&im(j ngggge NAME:

Ecosystems

ave you ever seen an ecosystem? Well, guess what—
one! First, let’s look at the word: The eco part means na

The system part means a group of things that work
ecosystem is a group of things in nature that work togeth

%T of

atural.
er'So an

The things that make up an ecosystem are plants, ani
they need to live. They need the sun. They need water.
other. An ecosystem is sort of like a family. Everyo
difference is that memibers of an ecosystem wiill &

d all the things
eed each
veryone else. The

A forest can be an ecosystem. A pond

can be an ecosystem. It is a place where
plants and animals live. It has everything
they need.They don’t have to go ouftsi
of the ecosystem to get things. The
picture on the right shows part of a ve

simple forest ecosystem. It shows deer,
plants and frees. The plants use to
make food. The deer eat the pl ’

Most ecosystems have man s and
animals. Think of everythi esina
forest. There are trees,

birds, wild cats, and e. Everything is needed. Bugs and mice eat
grass. Birds eat bu ts and some birds eat mice. If you take one part
away, everything ch 'If the grass died, the bugs and mice would have
nothing fo eat. | |

died, the wild cafs would have nothing fo eat.

at is a plant and an animal that lives in a pond?

\ 1,
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Ecosystems

3. Answer the questions in full sentences.

a) What is an ecosystem? Q

b) A fossil of a fish was found in a dr, g his show about
why ecosystems change? §

%r your school. Draw a picture of

er on page 12. Look for living things.

h
hat th nd animals need to live.

ou found in the graphic organizer.

Extension & Application

your ecosystem rdp
What are pl
Look for t
List the Ui
* Name three animals.
* Name three plants,

* Name three things that are not alive in the ecosystem.

Why do the living things need these?
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Build a Terrarium

This experiment can be done in pairs, groups or alone. Study an ecosystem
that you make yourself.

In this activity you will make a complete ecosystem inside a big jar. A small

ecosystem in ajar is called a terrarium.

This is what you will need: e Q
* Q big jar you can see through

o dirt e

e plants -' S S

This is what you do:
Clean the jar.
Find dirt with worms in it.
the jar. The dirt should be

Put a layer of dirt and w;
loose, not packed. It sho l ut not muddy.
Look for bugs near .Try to find bugs that are eating
plants.
Put the bugs and T in the jar.
Plant some plaafs i dirt§
Put some nice n

T

Put a small

e jar to make it look interesting.
jar.

is covered, watch to see that everything is
small holes in your covering to let in fresh air. If
2te ecosystem all to itself. Don’t put the jar in the
ch to see that it is not too wet or too dry. See if
the plants, bugs, and worms look healthy.

Write about what you see each day. Name the producers, the consumers,
and the decomposers. Which things you put in the jar do the plants and
animals need to stay alive?
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Comprehension Quiz

circle ) if the sentence is TRUE or () if it is FALSE.

1) Fossils can be brought back to life
People are part of an ecosys’rerrs
Almost all ecosystems get their e om the Sun.

Producers eat consumers.

A survival frait is an adapt if helps a plant or

animal live.
A pupa is a stage in cle of a frog.
The fongue is @ sez‘o . @

e == ===+

6

Put a check mark (v) n e answer that is the most right.
a) Which tells what ystem is?

O A A part of
O B Ananim

that helps an animal live.
ives back nutrients to the ground.
plant that has turned to stone.
ants and animals that live fogether.

in the woods and sees a bear. He decides to run
away from it. To which body part does his brain send a message?

bones
eyes

muscles
skin

SUBTOTAL: /9

M Ter You Read @

Crossword Puzzle!

[Across

1. Bees spread it from plant to
plant.

3. A group of plants and
animals working and living
together.

4. The stuff things are made of.

7. What you become when
you turn to stone.

10. Your nose is one.

12. It brings nutrients back to
the ground.

14. What is inside a chrysalis.
15. Future frog.

17. Something you can pass
on to your babies.

18. It sends messages to and
from your brain.

| bown

2. It is made up of your brain
your nerves.

5. Plants need it, and bees i
for them.

6. Decomposers take itBock to
the ground.

8. Plants get it from the Sun. Word List
9. It eats producers.

11. Where energy is passed from
consumer o producer.

consumer life pollen
decomposer matter producer
ecosystem nerve pupa

13. It stores food energy. energy nervous system sense organ
16. Egg. tadpole, frog, egg. This is food chain nutrient tadpole

the _____ cycle of afrog. fossil pollination trait
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Pond Ecosystem
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Ecosystems

. Put a check mark (v) next to the answer that is the most right.

a) Plants and animals work together. What is this called?

O A An ecosystem.
O B A family.
QO € A fossil.
O D Aherd.

b) There were ecosystems that lived on Earth a very long time ago.

How can we learn about them?

QO A By looking at fossils.

O B By talking to old people.
QO € By reading history books.
O D By looking at animals.

c) Which would be part of an ocean?

QO A deer
sand
bees
pine trees

ds low 1¢

water plants rock sun

a) Fossils are what’s left of animals that turned info

by © A

>

animails

b) Plants get energy from the

¢) Plants need sun, air, and to make food.

d) The living things in a place are either

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE@PRESS
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a) rock
b) Sun

c) water

d) ploi||| animals

: a) A group of plants
. and animails that live :

on each other.

b) Answers will vary, :

but may include:

They change when :
: weather changes. The :

fish died when the

weather was wet and *
: cool.Then it changed :

to dry and hot.

Animals - Rabbit,

- Robin, Grasshopper.

Things Plants and
Animals Need -

! Sunlight, Water, Dirt.




