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A Refore ﬂou Read NAME:

What Do We Classify?

1. Fill in each blank with a word from the list. You may use a digtionary to help.

classify organism senses

a) A group of things that are classified together is called

b) To | something means to divj
similarifies.

c) People use their five | (sight, ell, sound, taste) to

describe something.
d) Someone that studies living things is call
e) A living thing such as a plant or ani ' a(n)
2. Look at the word BIOLOGIS
dictionary to find the defi
Underneath your definitio
work.

find the root of this word? Use a
OLOGY and write it in the box below.
a picture showing a biologist hard at
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to groups based on
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MTer You Read @ NAME:

What Do We Classify,

1. Put a check mark (v) next to the answer that best finis tence.

a) You can describe an elephant using the following sens
O A justsight (your own eyes).
O B allsenses (sight, sound, taste, touch, smell).
O € it'shard to describe an elephant because .
O D adictionary and a camera.
b) To classify something means to...

O A say whether they are good or bad.
O B divide something based on their
O € group or categorize somethi

ng4ea n one of aracteristics.
O D study how it survives in its envj nt.
c) Biologists are people that study...
O A the biosphere.

O B only humans and how erdct witl
O € rocks and minerals.
O D living things.
d) Biologists know that if ni | i
are likely relateds
Vir
ﬁ ergy.
o o

her.

t

ilar, then they...

must eat t
are part

OA
O B mustliveint
Oc
Ob

if ent is true. the word False if it

aying that it is an animal with gray skin.

s have to be classified by what they look like.
False

True False
d) When biologists classify, they look for similarities and differences between
organismes.
True False

[ ]
([ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

hd ¢) Biologists study both living and non-living things.
[ ]

[ ]

[

[ ]
0.Q...0........"“...........O.
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NAME: ¥ ReadinG Passace

What Do We Classify?

hink about an elephant. In your
mind, can you picture what it looks

like? How would you describe it to
someone who has never seen one before?
You probably visualized a large trunk, gray

leathery skin, big ears, heavy feet and a
skinny tail. Is that what you imagined?

Everything we just described used your eyes
to describe the elephant. You just classified
an elephant! To classify something means
to group or to categorize something based
on something about them. This time, you use
group of animals that, for example, have gr

eyes to put the elephant intfo a

Elephants and other organisms do not only have$@be classified by what they look like.
You could classify organisms using ano nse. You could use your sense of touch,
smell, sound, or even taste! Not that ant to know what an elephant tastes

like!
/ Can you de e dn elephant using your senses of smell
" and tou

at study living things. Part of their job is to classify organisms.
all things that live on the Earth! They classify organisms into

r groups. Biologists know that if two organisms look very similar,
related. Do people ever tell you that you look like your brother or
ly look similar because you are related. You are part of the same

\1,

sister? You prob
family!
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NAME: MTer You Read @

What Do We Classify?

Answer the questions in complete sentences.
3. What senses could you use to describe an animal? Givg

le for each.

6. Use your senses to descri

Extension and Application \
n animal No ce!
a

Your job is to classify an anim imal you like! Pick one animal

an
and use the five sense scribe l.
On your piece of pap 1 shows the following 5 senses and
your descriptions:

* sight . e smell taste * sound

7. You are the

y’s leading biologist to work on a project.

assify the following 10 animals. The tricky part is

ow To classify these animals. It is up to you! You will
copy t imals down onto your paper and then put on your biologist uniform
and start work! Remember, a biologist uses their senses to classify organisms.
You will need to put these animals into groups. Clue: Look for similarities and
differences between these animals... You may use research tools for help.

You have
Congra
that y

Monkey Dog Bear
Kangaroo Tiger Frog
Giraffe Fox Whale
Fish
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Q¥ Hands-On Acﬁwfﬂg |

Brush Up on
Your Classifying Skills

Let’s remind ourselves what it means to classify so,
It means to divide things info groups based on si
This makes it easier for us to study thin

In this activity, you will brush up on your own skills!

Look through a magazine and cut out ten pictures you imal. Look for pictures
showing many different kinds of animails: big, small, fury, ing, slimy, etc.

Can you think of any other adjectives to describe mal

Once you have cut out your ten pictures, arra h ures on a piece of paper. You
are ready to brainstorm how you are going to ur animals. You are going to divide
your group of animals into small groups.

How are you going to divide up the ani Look for similarities and differences between
the animals. Here’s a clue: you've al some ideas about how you can classify
animails earlier in this question!

Using a large piece of Bristol bog
groups in a creative way.

ent your classification. Display your classification

On your Bristol board, yo ul‘clude the following:

o Atitle

* Gluedoni f the ten animals (organized in their groups)

* Labels sh you have classified the animals

* A half- p explaining how you classified your animals
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AFJl}ep Sou Read e NAME:

Comprehension Quiz

the word True if the statement is true. Circle) the word False if it is false. @

1. To classify something means to divide things into groups based on similaritfies.
True False

. Biologists are scientists who study evolution and fossils.
True False
. The difference between warm-blooded and cold-bl
control their own body temperature.
True False

als is their ability to

. There are more invertebrates living on Earth th
True False
. Invertebrates are organized the same w
True False
. Animals adapt their physical featur e periods of time so that they survive in
their habitat.
True False

. The koala has two opposabl
swinging in trees.
True Fal

each hand which gives it excellent grip for

8. Scientists study evoluti
These reports show ho

True
§ 9

Label each picture below as either a vertebrate or an invertebrate.

s 4 s

SUBTOTAL: /14

Classification & Adaptation CCP4501-1

INg newspaper reports from hundreds of years ago.
arth has changed over time.

a)
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Crossword Puzzle!
Across (T T 1]

when things are
divided into groups
based on similarities
a person who
studies living things
describes an animal
that is able to stay
at the same body
temperature

a single organism
the surroundings
where an animal
lives

a scientist that
studies fossils

pown
1 an animal that cannot
control their own body
temperature
describes something where
the left side is the mirror
image of the right side
a living thing such as a
plant or animal
a physical featur ath
been changed forsurvi
purposes

the group of invertebrates
including snails and slugs

8 the change of populations of
living organisms over tfime

11 an animal that has a backbone - ) - —
13 eneray that comes from the sun Word List: biologist, classification, coldblooded,
9y environment, evolution, fossil, mollusk, organism,
14 the remains of an animal or plant paleontologist, physical adaptation, solar, species,
that are preserved symmetrical, vertebrate, warmblooded
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Animal Adaptations

Cheetah
Adaptation: run fast
Advantage: able to catch
fast-moving prey Eagle
Adaptation: good eyesight
Advantage: able to see
prey from far away

Duck
Adaptation: webbed feet
Advantage: move quickly
through water

Giraffe

Adaptation: long neck
Advantage: able to eat
leaves on tall trees
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What Do We Classify?

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

3. What senses could you use to describe an animal? Give an example for each. - . 37°F (same

Sight, sound, smell, ;ﬁ?oienrg:#ri)os s
tfouch, taste 9

(Answers will vary) . 100° F (temperature
of most mammals

when active)
. 107° F (temperature
of most birds when
active)
: : 4. No-canonly swim
5. How do biologists classify organisms? : 5. | . fothesurface where :
' . thereis more sunlight :
on asunny day
. Fairly well - it has fur
and layers of faf to

insulate it
Extension and Application : : 6. Not well - it has scales :
; : rather than furand -

very little body fat

. Body temperature
Your job is fo classify an animal. It can be any animal you like! Pick one animal drops as the

and use the five senses to describe your animal. E . femperature ofifs
' . surroundings (water or :

On your piece of paper, create a chart that shows the following 5 senses and air) drops
your descriptions: . :

ASY-MARKING ANSWER KEY

4. \What is the most important job that a biologist has?

Classify organisms

+ Classify into different -
: categories or groups -

6. Use your senses to describe an animal of your choice!
swers will vary

Congratulations! Your job is to classify the following 10 animals. The tricky part is
that you have not been told how to classify these animals. It is up to you! You will
copy the 10 animals down onto your paper and then put on your biologist uniform
and start your work! Remember, a biologist uses their senses to classify organisms.
You will need to put these animals intfo groups. Clue: Look for similarities and
differences between these animails... You may use research tools for help.

Monkey Dog Bear
Kangaroo Tiger Frog
Giraffe Fox Whale
Fish
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