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Political Cartoon
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was a 
leading author and printer, politician, scientist, inventor and diplomat.  

One of Franklin’s most famous political cartoons was called “Unite, or Die”.

 – What was Franklin depicting in the cartoon?  

 – Once you have fi gured it out, see if you can successfully label the diagram.

 – Research the meaning of the cartoon if you have to.

Most newspapers regularly have political cartoons in them. Look at some 
newspapers and see if you can fi nd some. Discuss with the class what is usually 
involved in a political cartoon.

Pick something that happened during the American Revolutionary War period. See if 
you can create your own political cartoon about the event.

Have fun with it!  

Remember: political cartoons are meant to be funny!

P liti l C t

Activity Six

UNITE OR DIE

G

SC

NC

V

M

NJ

P

NY

NE

FREE!    

© American Revolutionary War CC5511

NAME: 

...................Student Worksheet

5A

Activity Five
Miniature Diorama

LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!!

A diorama is a three-dimensional scale model of some kind of landscape usually 
showing an historical event.

Divide the class into pairs or small groups.  

Using art materials, materials from home, or recyclable materials, create a miniature 
diorama of a key event that happened during the American Revolutionary period.  

It could be an event like:

 – the Boston Massacre

 – the Boston Tea Party

 – the Battle of Bunker Hill

 – the siege of Yorktown

 – the Battle of Lexington

 – the signing of the Declaration of Independence

 – the meeting of the Continental Congress

 – Washington crossing the Delaware

Remember!  This is intended to be a fun exercise. Show your creativity and express 
yourself.

Really think about the details and what you want your diorama to show your 
classmates!
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Compare and Contrast
When the American Revolutionary War started, the two opposing forces—the British 
and the Continental Army—could not have been more different. It must have 
seemed like a case of David vs. Goliath. 

Use various resources to research the two opposing military forces. Compare and 
contrast the two forces. 

 Look at things like:

 – Training

 – Tactics

 – Uniforms

 – Weapons

 – What kind of soldiers made up each force?

 – Naval forces

 – Offi cers

 – Allies

Organize your information to show the differences and similarities between the British 
and the Americans. You could use a chart or a Venn diagram like the one below.

Activity Four
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Biography
There are many famous fi gures that were involved in the American Revolutionary 
War. Pick ONE of the fi gures that you personally fi nd interesting. Use various resources 
like your class computer, the library, and books to research your chosen fi gure.

For example:

 – George Washington

 – Thomas Jefferson

 – King George III

 – General Thomas Gage

 – General William Howe

 – Benjamin Franklin

 – Sam Adams

 – Paul Revere

 – John Hancock

Pick anyone that you would like to learn more about! (If your chosen fi gure isn’t listed 
in the examples above, get permission from your teacher.)

Using the information that you have found about your chosen fi gure, write a short 
biography about that person. A biography is a paper that describes a person’s life, 
achievements and signifi cance to the world today. 

Think about things like:

 – Where was he born?

 – When was he born?

 – Where was he trained or educated?

 – Where was he from?

 – Where did he live?

 – What were his great accomplishments?

 – What was his legacy?

Your biography should be at least a half-page in length and should not be any 
longer than two pages.

Have fun!

Bi h
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Be a Reporter
In the time leading up to and during the American Revolutionary War, there were 
many key events and battles. Each helped to shape the outcome of the war in a 
different way.

Pick any key event or battle that happened during the American Revolution or 
during the time leading up to the Revolution. It may be something that you are very 
interested in or maybe something that you would like to learn more about.

For example, you could write about:

 – the signing of the Declaration of Independence

 – the Battles of Lexington and Concord

 – the Boston Tea Party

 – the Boston Massacre

 – the siege and surrender at Yorktown

 – wintering at Valley Forge with General Washington

 – crossing the Delaware River with Washington before a battle

 – the Battle of Bunker Hill

 – the night ride of Paul Revere

Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter and write a story about the event taking 
place. 

Remember your fi ve W’s when you are writing your article:

 – Who is involved in your event?

 – What is happening? Give some good details.

 – Where does your event take place?

 – When does the event happen?

 – Why are the event and the action taking place?

B R t
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Congressional Delegate
Congratulations! You have been chosen as a delegate for your colony to attend the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia.

Students should break into groups of two or more. Each group should pick one of 
the Thirteen Colonies to represent at the Congress. Discuss the issues involved with 
declaring your independence from Britain. Make sure you look at both the pros and 
cons!

Think about all the things that you have read, such as:

 – the Proclamation Act

 – Navigation Acts

 – Sugar Act

 – Stamp Act

 – Townshend Duties

 – The Boston Massacre

 – The Boston Tea Party

 – The Intolerable Acts

How do these Acts, taxes and events affect your colony?

Are the people in your colony happy or angry about all the changes?

Do they change your farm, business, or lifestyle?

You could even have some form of debate with one side wanting to remain loyal to 
Britain and the other wanting to declare independence.

i l D l t
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The Road to War
1.  Can you think of a reason why the Thirteen Colonies would get angry and start 

a war?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Can you think of a reason why Britain would get angry and go to war?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. What are some steps people can take to avoid war?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Use a dictionary to define the word DUTIES. Write out all the meanings of the word 
DUTIES. Circle the meaning of the word DUTIES that you think will apply in the 
reading passage “The Road to War”.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© American Revolutionary War CCP5511-2
9

The Road to War
  1. Circle  the word True if the statement is true. Circle  the word False if it is false.

 a)  The Proclamation Act was passed to tax newspaper in the new colonies.

   TRUE  FALSE
 b)  The Sugar Act was an act passed to tax sugar provided to the new 

colonies.

   TRUE  FALSE
 c)  The new colonies didn’t mind paying the new taxes Britain passed.

   TRUE  FALSE
 d)  Five colonists died in the Boston Massacre.

   TRUE  FALSE
 e)  A cry made famous by the colonists was “No Taxation without 

Representation”.

   TRUE  FALSE
 f)  In the 1700s, Boston was one of the most important cities in the colonies.

   TRUE  FALSE
 g) Most of the laws that made the colonies angry were about taxes.

   TRUE  FALSE

All newspapers and legal papers had 
to have a special stamp.

A

Five colonists were killed in a protest.B

It lasted from 1756 to 1763.C

Special laws that were passed by Britain.D

Taxes put on tea, paints and other goods.E

 2. Match the words in the list to the statements below.

acts      French and Indian War      Stamp Act 
Townshend Duties      Boston Massacre

NAME: 
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hen the colonies went to war against Britain it did 
not just happen overnight. It took many years to 
happen. People grew unhappy. Britain made many 
new laws that people did not like.  Most of the 

laws were about taxes. These taxes were also called duties. 
Some of the other laws had to do with the new lands.

In 1763, Britain made a law called the Proclamation 
Act. This law was to help deal with new lands East of the 
Mississippi River. Britain got these lands from France after the French and Indian War. Many Native 
Americans lived in these lands. Britain wanted to keep peace with them and make them happy. 
The Act made a border line along the Appalachian Mountains. Settlers were not allowed to 
move beyond that line. They could not settle on these Native American lands. The colonists were 
very unhappy. They wanted to expand their lands and move the line further West.

The French and Indian War cost Britain a lot of money. The people in Britain already paid high taxes. 
The British government felt that the colonies needed to pay their share. In 1764 they started a new 
tax program. In 1764, Britain passed the Sugar Act. This law taxed all the sugar brought into the 
colonies. The colonists did not like the tax but still paid it. In 1765, Britain passed the Stamp Act. Since 
the end of the war, British troops were left in the colonies. The Stamp Act was passed to help pay for 
the troops. The law made all newspapers, legal papers, and other things have a special stamp on 
them. The stamp had to be bought from the government. The colonists were very angry about these 
taxes. They did not elect or vote for the government in Britain; therefore, they felt that since they did 
not elect the government, the government had no right to tax them. They were not represented in 
Britain. The colonists’ famous cry became “No taxation without representation!” There were so 
many protests that Britain lowered the tax on sugar. They also took away the Stamp Act.

In 1767, Britain passed more acts called the Townshend Duties. It put taxes on tea, paints, and other 
goods shipped to the colonies. This time, the colonists were so angry that they stopped buying British 
goods. Britain had to back down again. They took away all of the taxes except the tax on tea.

In the 1700s, Boston was one of the most important cities in the Thirteen Colonies. It was a major 
port and trade center. Around 15,000 people lived there. It quickly became the center for 
unhappiness and protests. Britain reacted by posting 4,000 troops in Boston. The colonists were 
angry about the soldiers there and all the new taxes. They called the soldiers “redcoats” and 
“lobster backs”. In March of 1770, a large crowd argued with some soldiers.  In the excitement, 
a soldier fired his gun and others followed. Five colonists were killed. The people in the colonies 
were outraged. They called it “The Boston Massacre”. This made the colonists determined to 
have no British troops in the Americas. The colonies were drifting towards war with Britain.

The Road to War

DO NOT EVEN PONDER THE THOUGHT
OF SELLING OR TRADING GOODS

WITHOUT

THE ROYAL STAMP

IF YOU CHOOSE TO DISOBEY THIS LAW
A SEVERE PENILTY WILL BE PAID

W

What was the name of the mountains that separated Britain 
with the Native Americans?

The Stamp Act
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The Road to War
Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

3.  Why do you think the colonists called the killings “The Boston Massacre” when only 
five people died?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  New taxes are always being placed upon us. Can you name one of the latest new 
taxes in your area or country and explain its importance?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Research & Application

5.  On the internet or at the library, research the group 
called “The Sons of Liberty”. Write a short paragraph 
about the group and what they were significant for.

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________
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 Across
 2.  The protest where five civilians were killed was 

later called the Boston .

 5.  On July 4, 1776, Continental Congress signed 
the Declaration of .

 7.  He made his famous ride to warn the colonists 
that the British were coming.

 8.  The Boston  was a bunch 
of Colonists dressed like Native Americans who 
dumped tea off the ships in the harbor.

 11.  One of the major towns in the Thirteen 
Colonies and the site of many protests.

 12.  This British general surrendered his army at 
Yorktown.

 14.  The  Act was a law that passed, 
which taxed all newspapers, documents and 
pamphlets.

 Down
 1. Commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.

 3.  Washington crossed this river in winter to attack 
Trenton and Princeton.

 4.  King  III was the ruler of England 
during the Revolution.

 6.  He helped write the Declaration of 
Independence.

 9.  The British made their final surrender after the 
siege of this town.

 10.  They joined the war in 1778 to help the 
colonists fight Britain.

 13.  Laws passed by the British were called 
.

Word List

acts
Boston
Cornwallis
Delaware
France
George
independence

Jefferson
massacre
Revere
Stamp
Tea Party
Washington
Yorktown

Crossword Puzzle!
1

2

3

5 4

6

8 9

7 10

11

12 13

14
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Comprehension Quiz

4

1

1

3

3

Answer each question with complete sentences.

SUBTOTAL:       /12

Part 3

1.  Name 4 major figures in the Revolutionary War.

 

 

 

2.  How long did the Revolutionary War last?

 

3.  When did America officially win her independence and the British troops leave 

the Thirteen Colonies?

 

4.  Name three major battles during the Revolutionary War.

 

 

  

5.  On what date was the Declaration of Independence signed and what was its 

significance?
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards.

Word Search

BOSTON FRENCH MASSACRE REVOLUTION THIRTEEN
BRITISH GAGE MISSISSIPPI SETTLERS TREATY
CAPTAIN INDEPENDENCE PHILADELPHIA STAMP WASHINGTON
COLONIES JEFFERSON PROCLAMATION TAXES YORKTOWN
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Answers may vary.

Answers may vary.

Answers may vary.

Definitions of 
the word DUTIES 

may vary. The 
meaning that 
applies to the 

reading passage 
may include: 
A specific tax 

imposed by law 
on the import or 
export of goods. 

2.

a) Stamp Act

b) Boston Massacre

c)  French and 

Indian War

d) acts

e)  Townshend 

Duties

1.

a) FALSE

b) TRUE

c) FALSE

d) TRUE

e) TRUE

f) TRUE

g) TRUE

7

9

3.

Answers may vary.

4.

Answers may vary.

5.

Answers may vary.
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The Road to War
Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

3.  Why do you think the colonists called the killings “The Boston Massacre” when only 
five people died?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  New taxes are always being placed upon us. Can you name one of the latest new 
taxes in your area or country and explain its importance?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Research & Application

5.  On the internet or at the library, research the group 
called “The Sons of Liberty”. Write a short paragraph 
about the group and what they were significant for.

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________
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