
American Revolutionary War CCP5511-6© 3

Contents
..................

TEACHER GUIDE
• Assessment Rubric ......................................................................................     4

• How Is Our Resource Organized? ................................................................     5

• Bloom’s Taxonomy for Reading Comprehension ..........................................     6

• Vocabulary ..................................................................................................     6

STUDENT HANDOUTS
• Reading Comprehension

 1. The Thirteen Colonies  ..................................................................................     

 2. The Road to War  ..........................................................................................  

 3. Major Figures  ..............................................................................................   

 4. Major Battles  ...............................................................................................  

 5. Key Events  ..................................................................................................  

 6. Effects and Outcomes  ................................................................................ 7 

• Crossword ...................................................................................................   12

• Word Search  ...............................................................................................   13

• Comprehension Quiz  .................................................................................   14

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY  ............................................................   16

MINI POSTERS  .........................................................................................   18

EZ

4 6 BONUS Activity Pages! Additional worksheets for your students 
 • Go to our website: www.classroomcompletepress.com/bonus 

 • Enter item CC5511
 • Enter pass code 5511D for Activity Pages

© American Revolutionary War CC5511

NAME: 

...................Student Worksheet

6A

Political Cartoon
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was a 
leading author and printer, politician, scientist, inventor and diplomat.  

One of Franklin’s most famous political cartoons was called “Unite, or Die”.

 – What was Franklin depicting in the cartoon?  

 – Once you have fi gured it out, see if you can successfully label the diagram.

 – Research the meaning of the cartoon if you have to.

Most newspapers regularly have political cartoons in them. Look at some 
newspapers and see if you can fi nd some. Discuss with the class what is usually 
involved in a political cartoon.

Pick something that happened during the American Revolutionary War period. See if 
you can create your own political cartoon about the event.

Have fun with it!  

Remember: political cartoons are meant to be funny!
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Activity Five
Miniature Diorama

LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!!

A diorama is a three-dimensional scale model of some kind of landscape usually 
showing an historical event.

Divide the class into pairs or small groups.  

Using art materials, materials from home, or recyclable materials, create a miniature 
diorama of a key event that happened during the American Revolutionary period.  

It could be an event like:

 – the Boston Massacre

 – the Boston Tea Party

 – the Battle of Bunker Hill

 – the siege of Yorktown

 – the Battle of Lexington

 – the signing of the Declaration of Independence

 – the meeting of the Continental Congress

 – Washington crossing the Delaware

Remember!  This is intended to be a fun exercise. Show your creativity and express 
yourself.

Really think about the details and what you want your diorama to show your 
classmates!
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Compare and Contrast
When the American Revolutionary War started, the two opposing forces—the British 
and the Continental Army—could not have been more different. It must have 
seemed like a case of David vs. Goliath. 

Use various resources to research the two opposing military forces. Compare and 
contrast the two forces. 

 Look at things like:

 – Training

 – Tactics

 – Uniforms

 – Weapons

 – What kind of soldiers made up each force?

 – Naval forces

 – Offi cers

 – Allies

Organize your information to show the differences and similarities between the British 
and the Americans. You could use a chart or a Venn diagram like the one below.

Activity Four
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Biography
There are many famous fi gures that were involved in the American Revolutionary 
War. Pick ONE of the fi gures that you personally fi nd interesting. Use various resources 
like your class computer, the library, and books to research your chosen fi gure.

For example:

 – George Washington

 – Thomas Jefferson

 – King George III

 – General Thomas Gage

 – General William Howe

 – Benjamin Franklin

 – Sam Adams

 – Paul Revere

 – John Hancock

Pick anyone that you would like to learn more about! (If your chosen fi gure isn’t listed 
in the examples above, get permission from your teacher.)

Using the information that you have found about your chosen fi gure, write a short 
biography about that person. A biography is a paper that describes a person’s life, 
achievements and signifi cance to the world today. 

Think about things like:

 – Where was he born?

 – When was he born?

 – Where was he trained or educated?

 – Where was he from?

 – Where did he live?

 – What were his great accomplishments?

 – What was his legacy?

Your biography should be at least a half-page in length and should not be any 
longer than two pages.

Have fun!
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Be a Reporter
In the time leading up to and during the American Revolutionary War, there were 
many key events and battles. Each helped to shape the outcome of the war in a 
different way.

Pick any key event or battle that happened during the American Revolution or 
during the time leading up to the Revolution. It may be something that you are very 
interested in or maybe something that you would like to learn more about.

For example, you could write about:

 – the signing of the Declaration of Independence

 – the Battles of Lexington and Concord

 – the Boston Tea Party

 – the Boston Massacre

 – the siege and surrender at Yorktown

 – wintering at Valley Forge with General Washington

 – crossing the Delaware River with Washington before a battle

 – the Battle of Bunker Hill

 – the night ride of Paul Revere

Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter and write a story about the event taking 
place. 

Remember your fi ve W’s when you are writing your article:

 – Who is involved in your event?

 – What is happening? Give some good details.

 – Where does your event take place?

 – When does the event happen?

 – Why are the event and the action taking place?
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Congressional Delegate
Congratulations! You have been chosen as a delegate for your colony to attend the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia.

Students should break into groups of two or more. Each group should pick one of 
the Thirteen Colonies to represent at the Congress. Discuss the issues involved with 
declaring your independence from Britain. Make sure you look at both the pros and 
cons!

Think about all the things that you have read, such as:

 – the Proclamation Act

 – Navigation Acts

 – Sugar Act

 – Stamp Act

 – Townshend Duties

 – The Boston Massacre

 – The Boston Tea Party

 – The Intolerable Acts

How do these Acts, taxes and events affect your colony?

Are the people in your colony happy or angry about all the changes?

Do they change your farm, business, or lifestyle?

You could even have some form of debate with one side wanting to remain loyal to 
Britain and the other wanting to declare independence.
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Effects and Outcomes
1.  Look up the word GUERILLA in the dictionary. Write down the meaning of the word 

below that you think would apply to the American Revolutionary War.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

2.  After looking at the definition of GUERILLA in the dictionary, who do you think might 
have used guerilla tactics during the American Revolution?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

3.  The Thirteen Colonies were helped by other countries during the war. Do you think that 
they could have survived and defeated Britain on their own? Explain your answer.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 4.  Match the words on the left to their meaning on the right.

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

F

tactics

defeated

weakened

fighting

bankrupt

satisfaction

not victorious

a struggle

the branch of military science dealing with 
detailed maneuvers to achieve objectives set 

by strategy

a person, firm or corporation that has been 
declared insolvent

the contentment one feels when one has 
fulfilled a desire, need or expectation

diminished
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Effects and Outcomes
 1. Match the word on the left to its meaning on the right.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

independence

revolution

treaty

collapse

liberty

warfare

ratified

prospered

the waging of armed conflict against an 
enemy

to break down suddenly in strength or health

freedom from control or influence 
of another or others

a written agreement between two states 
or sovereigns

to be fortunate or successful

to approve and give formal sanction to

a drastic and far-reaching change in ways 
of thinking and behaving

the condition of being free from restriction or 
control

2.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

  
treaty France surrendered fighting

 a) In October 1781, Yorktown was __________________ to the Thirteen Colonies.  

 b) The surrender of Yorktown ended the ___________________.

 c) It took two more years for the peace ____________ to be worked out.  

 d) The peace talks between Britain and the Thirteen Colonies happened in ___________.

NAME: 
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n October 17, 1781, General Cornwallis 
and his 8,000 soldiers surrendered in 
Yorktown. This ended the fighting in the 

Thirteen Colonies. Around the world, Britain still 
fought for two more years. It took these two more 
years for the peace treaty to be worked out. 
Peace talks happened between the British and 
the Americans in France. The talks were led by 
Benjamin Franklin. He was helped by John Jay 
and John Adams. The Americans wanted Britain 
to recognize American Independence. They also 
wanted new land boundaries. This included giving 
Canada to the Americans. The Treaty of Paris 
was signed in 1783. Britain formally recognized the 
independence of the United States of America. They were now a free country. The United States 
was given new land west of the Mississippi river. However, the British kept control of Canada.

The United States of America was now a free country. They were independent. The last British 
troops left in 1784. During the war, America was helped by Spain and France. Spain gained 
some land after the peace. They got Minorca and Florida. France gained very little. Their only 
satisfaction was seeing Britain defeated. The high cost of the war almost bankrupt France. Six 
years later they would be dealing with their own revolution. Spain was suspicious of the new 
United States. Spain did not even recognize American independence. Most European countries 
did not even think that the new United States would survive. They thought it would collapse and 
one of them could walk in and take it over.

There were many reasons that the colonists were able to defeat Britain. One reason was the great 
distance between Britain and the colonies. Travel between the two countries took months on a 
ship. 
It took a long time for letters, laws and orders to go back and forth. Another factor was the 
geography of America. The Thirteen Colonies was a large area. The British just did not have enough 
manpower to control it. Some historians felt that the British leaders were weak. Their generals failed 
to act quickly. 
They were too cautious. They underestimated the colonists and their will to win. The American 
colonists were fighting for freedom. They were fighting for their rights and liberty. They were 
determined. It is hard to defeat and control an ideal.

On what date did Cornwallis surrender his army at 
Yorktown?

O

Effects and Outcomes

American Revolution reenactment
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Effects and Outcomes
3.  The relationship between the United States and France has always been unstable. 

Explain why this war could have played a part in that relationship.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  In your opinion, was the American Revolutionary War the most important in 
American history? Explain your answer.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Research & Application

5.  After the war ended, the new United States had to 
deal with the after effects of the war. There were hard 
times and a depression. Do some research on ‘Shays’ 
Rebellion’. Who was the leader? What were the reasons 
for the rebellion? What were the end results?

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________
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 Across
 2.  The protest where five civilians were killed was 

later called the Boston .

 5.  On July 4, 1776, Continental Congress signed 
the Declaration of .

 7.  He made his famous ride to warn the colonists 
that the British were coming.

 8.  The Boston  was a bunch 
of Colonists dressed like Native Americans who 
dumped tea off the ships in the harbor.

 11.  One of the major towns in the Thirteen 
Colonies and the site of many protests.

 12.  This British general surrendered his army at 
Yorktown.

 14.  The  Act was a law that passed, 
which taxed all newspapers, documents and 
pamphlets.

 Down
 1. Commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.

 3.  Washington crossed this river in winter to attack 
Trenton and Princeton.

 4.  King  III was the ruler of England 
during the Revolution.

 6.  He helped write the Declaration of 
Independence.

 9.  The British made their final surrender after the 
siege of this town.

 10.  They joined the war in 1778 to help the 
colonists fight Britain.

 13.  Laws passed by the British were called 
.

Word List

acts
Boston
Cornwallis
Delaware
France
George
independence

Jefferson
massacre
Revere
Stamp
Tea Party
Washington
Yorktown

Crossword Puzzle!
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Comprehension Quiz

4

1

1

3

3

Answer each question with complete sentences.

SUBTOTAL:       /12

Part 3

1.  Name 4 major figures in the Revolutionary War.

 

 

 

2.  How long did the Revolutionary War last?

 

3.  When did America officially win her independence and the British troops leave 

the Thirteen Colonies?

 

4.  Name three major battles during the Revolutionary War.

 

 

  

5.  On what date was the Declaration of Independence signed and what was its 

significance?
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards.

Word Search
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1.

Definitions of the 
word GUERILLA may 
vary. The meaning 

that applies to 
the American 

Revolutionary War may 
include: A member 

of an irregular usually 
politically motivated 

armed force that 
combats stronger 

regular forces, such 
as the army or police.

2.

Answers may vary.

3.

Answers may vary.

4.

1 C

2 F

3 A

4 B

5 D

6 E

October 17, 1781

European style 
fighting is structured 
and done out in the 
open. Guerilla style 
fighting is done in 
small groups using 
trees as cover and 
using hit and run 

tactics.

8

10

1.

1 C

2 G

3 D

4 B

5 H

6 A

7 F

8 E

2.

a) surrendered

b) fighting

c) treaty

d) France
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Effects and Outcomes
 1. Match the word on the left to its meaning on the right.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

independence

revolution

treaty

collapse

liberty

warfare

ratified

prospered

the waging of armed conflict against an 
enemy

to break down suddenly in strength or health

freedom from control or influence 
of another or others

a written agreement between two states 
or sovereigns

to be fortunate or successful

to approve and give formal sanction to

a drastic and far-reaching change in ways 
of thinking and behaving

the condition of being free from restriction or 
control

2.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

  
treaty France surrendered fighting

 a) In October 1781, Yorktown was __________________ to the Thirteen Colonies.  

 b) The surrender of Yorktown ended the ___________________.

 c) It took two more years for the peace ____________ to be worked out.  

 d) The peace talks between Britain and the Thirteen Colonies happened in ___________.
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