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Creating My Own State, 
Province, or Country

If you could live ANYWHERE in North America, think about where you would 
like to live.  Do you prefer warm places or cold?  Would you prefer to live in 
the north, south, east, or west of the continent?  Do you like big cities, small 

towns, or rural areas?  What kind of physical features do you like?  

Next, follow these steps:

1. Choose a location in North America.

2. Create your own state, province, or country, in this location and give it a name.

3. Draw a map of your state, province or country showing its town and cities, its 
vegetation, and its physical features.  Include a legend to show the various 
features.

4. Think of other items for your place (i.e., climate, precipitation, tourist attractions, 
etc.).

5. Show where it can be found in North America.

6. Display your completed map, fully colored and labeled.

Attach to your map a chart like the following example that gives more details about your 
invented place.

Geographic   Details about Your Invented State, Province, or Country

Theme 

Location

Place

Human/
Environmental
Interactions           

Movement

Regions
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Movement - Products We Use Daily
Choose an object that interests you from the list below and circle it.  
If you wish to research an object of your own, then write it on the blank.

orange automobile computer MP3-type player

baseball bat basketball egg surfboard

skateboard pair of jeans backpack notebook paper

My choice:                                                   

Conduct some research into the product you have chosen to find answers to the 
following questions.  Write your answers in complete sentences.

1. Where is this product manufactured?

  

  

2. How is this product transported from where it is manufactured to my city or town?

  

  

3. How long does it take to transport it to my city or town?

  

  

Present your findings in both written form, such as a short report, and on a 
map showing the journey the product takes.  You may use a map your teacher 

provides, or you may create your own.

Display your findings, and share your information with your class.
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Human and Environmental Interactions 
- Endangered Animals

For this activity you will conduct some research to find which animals
in North America are considered threatened or endangered.   

  List a few of them here:

     

     

     

Next, choose your favorite animal from the list and circle it.

Here are some important questions to think about 
as you conduct your research on this animal:

a) Why is this animal endangered?
b) How many of these creatures remain in the wild?
c) Have human activities contributed to its threatened state?
d) How are people working to preserve this species?
e) Any other important facts you might wish to include

Once you have collected all your information, present your findings on a display board, 
or as a booklet.  On your display or in your booklet, include as much detail as you can 
about questions c) and d) above.  

As you create your display or booklet, consider the following:
• What will I choose to show?

• How can I locate illustrations for this display, or will I make my own drawings?

• Which labels, captions, or charts could I include to show my understanding 
of the endangered animal I have chosen?

• How will I present my project to my class?

As an alternative to these presentation methods, you may wish to create a PowerPoint 
presentation on the computer, and present it to your class.  You will be able to use a 
variety of clip art illustrations if you choose this format.
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Regions - Creating a Model or a Diorama

1. Choose a region from the list that you have not researched before.  If there is one 
listed that you would rather study, then you may choose that one instead.

Great Plains             Tundra             Rocky Mountains             Canadian Shield

Yucatan Peninsula (rainforest)             Sonora desert             St. Lawrence lowlands   

Florida Everglades

2. Collect information on your chosen region that shows why it is unique from all others.  
For this activity, focus on physical features and vegetation.

3. After you have collected your information, design and create a model or a diorama 
of the region you have chosen.  Label the items on your model, perhaps providing 
captions on small pieces of paper.  Display your model or diorama for your class to 
see.  You may even want to present it to your classmates.

When designing your model/diorama, think about these things:

• What will I choose to show?

• How can I create these items?

• Which labels, and possibly captions, could I include to show my 
understanding of the region I have chosen?

• How will I present my model to my class?

You can use a variety of things to help create your model.  Here are some suggestions:

 plasticine or clay              paper               popsicle sticks              paint
 old, small toys from home (i.e., animal figurines, people, trees, etc.)
 markers

Enjoy sharing your model with your class!
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Place - Writing a Short Essay

Choose one state from the Northern United States (i.e., Montana), and one from 
the southern United States (i.e., Florida).  You may choose any two states you wish.

1. Use the chart like this one to collect information about the two states you have 
chosen:

          
State Physical Vegetation Animal Where   
Name Characteristics  Species People      
    Live 

Montana

          
Florida

2. Next, write a five-paragraph essay, using each of the column titles as the topic of the 
paragraph.  In each paragraph, compare the two states.

3. You may choose to present your information in an alternate form, such as a booklet.  
In that case, each column title would be the topic for each page.  If you are 
choosing a booklet, then be sure to illustrate your work with drawings, cut-outs, 
clippings, etc., that help reinforce your message.

4. Share your work with the class.
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Location - A Matching Game

  City Name Latitude Longitude
    Boston 42° N 71° W  

This activity is designed to help you develop 
your skills with location and using an atlas.

Choose five to ten major cities in North America.  List them in a chart like the one below, 
giving their approximate latitude and longitude.  You may use an atlas to help find 
their absolute, or exact, locations.  An example has been provided for you.  While you 
are doing this, also think about how you could describe the city’s relative location, by 
looking at the features around it.

After choosing your five to ten cities, and completing the chart, create three cards for 
each city following the example below. Each card provides some information about a 
particular city.  

   - on the Atlantic Ocean
 Boston Latitude: 42°N - Northwest of Cape Cod
  Longitude: 71°W - in Massachusetts
   - east of Springfield

    Name Card Absolute Location Card    Relative Location Card

Once you have completed all the cards, write your own rules for a matching game. 
Think about these things:

How will you decide who goes first?
What will one turn mean?  How long will each turn last?
What points will be awarded for correctly matching three cards?

Put all your cards in a pile and mix them about.  Then, with three or four friends, play 
your game.  Be sure to have your atlases handy to help you as you play.  

When you’re finished, mix in a partner’s cards to make the game even more 
challenging!

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4
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1.  Using a straight line, match the word on the left to its definition on the 
right.  You may use an atlas or a dictionary to help.   

region

feature

vegetation

language

drought

physical 
characteristics

A period of little or no rain.  Many crops may die, 
and people and animals suffer greatly.

Something unique about a person, place, or 
thing.

The words people use to communicate with one 
another, in both speech and writing. 

An area of land with its own unique 
characteristics.

The plants that grow in a particular place.

The features of a place that help us recognize 
and describe it.  They may include mountains, 
valleys, plains, forests, deserts, or bodies of water.

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

F

2.  Think about your home.  What makes it unique?  How is it different 
from the homes of your relatives or friends?  How are they the same?  
Compare your home to others 

 using a Venn diagram like 
 the one here.
  
 Share the unique 
 features with your 
 class.

My Home Other Homes
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T  F

T  F
T  F
T  F

a) The Great Plains is a large and flat area that is good for growing 
corn, wheat, and other grains.

b) Many trees grow in the tundra.

c) No one lives in the tundra region.

d) The ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza was built on the Great 
Plains.

e) The words grassland and prairies are other words used to describe 
the Great  Plains.

f)  One way to describe a region is to look at the language spoken 
there.

g) Vegetation means the animals that live in a place.

h) People go to the Yucatan Peninsula for the warm water and 
humid temperatures.

i) “The Dust Bowl” described a wet and damp time on the Great 
Plains.

     

 A                                is an area on the face of the Earth described by the features 

that make it unique.  One way to describe a region is by its                                                 , 

such as mountains or vegetation.   Another way to describe a region is to look at where 

people live, and the                                that they speak.   A region can be either small or 

large, and can                                over time.  One region in North America, where trees 

cannot grow is called the                               .  In Mexico, there is a region of humid

                               where we can find an ancient civilization.

a

b

f

d

c

e

1.  Fill in each blank with a word from the list.  

change              language              region
physical characteristics              rainforest              tundra

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

2.  Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  
T = True
F = FalseT    F 
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North America – Regions
hen we describe a region, an 
area on the face of the Earth, 
we tell about those features that 

make it unique.  One way that we can 
describe a region is through its physical 
characteristics, such as mountain ranges 
or vegetation.  Another way to describe 
a region is by language, or by looking 
at where, how, and why people live in 
a certain area.  A region can be either 
small or large, and can be studied over 
time to see how it changes.  North 
America has a wide variety of regions.  

 In the most northerly areas of Canada 
and Alaska, we find a region known as the tundra.  The tundra is a cold, bare area, 
where trees cannot grow.   In this barren region, only certain small plants can survive.  
Very few people live in this region when compared to those to the south, and yet the 
Inuit people have survived in this area for centuries.  

 Another region in North America is The Great Plains, a large area made up of smaller 
regions, such as The Corn Belt.  It can be described as a large, relatively flat region 
covered by grasslands, or prairies.  This region stretches from southwestern Canada 
through the central United States, and contains such cities as Kansas City and Des 
Moines.  It is an ideal place for growing a variety of crops, such as wheat, corn, and 
other grains.  However, when there is drought, the area can become dry and dusty, as it 
did in the early twentieth century, when it was known as “The Dust Bowl”.

W

What characteristics make the tundra a unique region? 

STOP

 The Yucatan Peninsula in southeastern Mexico is a region where tourists flock for the 
humid temperatures and the warm waters of the Caribbean Sea.  The region is also 
the site of the ruins of the ancient Mayan civilization.  In the region’s tropical forests, tall 
stone pyramids and other structures rise in silence at the ancient city of Chichen Itza.   
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North America – Regions

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

Research and Extensions

3. How do we describe a region?  What features do we use?

4.  What features make the Great Plains unique?

5.  Choose a region in North America from the list below.

Great Plains                 the tundra                 Rocky Mountains

Yucatan Peninsula (rainforest)                 Sonoran desert                 Canadian Shield

St. Lawrence lowlands                 the Florida Everglades

 Using the web organizer on the next page, collect facts about the region that you 
have chosen.  You may add any extra areas of interest that you wish.  

 Collect information on the following topics:

   Physical characteristics

   Vegetation

   Human activities (i.e., cities, population, attractions, etc.)  

   Languages spoken

6.  Using the information you have collected from activity 5 above, create a travel 
brochure for your chosen region.  You might want to organize your brochure using 
the titles you used on the web.  Include drawings and facts on each page or in each 
section of your brochure.  Share your finished work with your class.
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
7. North America is the third largest 

_____ in the world
8. A region in the most northerly parts 

of Alaska and Canada
9. A path taken from one place to 

another
11. A place can be described by 

physical and human _____
13. _____ location descibes exactly 

where a place is
14. many people live along the ____  

because they need water for 
transportation   

6

13

7

1

2

6

9

11 12

4 5

7

8

13

3

10

14

Down
1. North America is best described by 

its _____ location
2. North America is north of this 

imaginary line 
3. North America is found in the _____ 

hemisphere
4. One of the shapes made by cutting 

a sphere in half
5. Things people use at home, work 

and school
6. The ____ in North America is growing
10. The Mississippi is one of North 

America’s great _____
11. The temperature, rain and/or 

snowfall found in a place
12. The ____ Ocean lies to the east of 

North America

Word List
tundra
population
characteristics
hemisphere
continent
relative
coasts
rivers
route
products
absolute
equator
Atlantic
western
climate
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Comprehension Quiz
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SUBTOTAL:       /14

8

Label the map by doing the following:

1. Show the following features on the map 
 by writing the letter on the map
 in the correct location.
      
 a) North America
 b) Atlantic Ocean
 c) Pacific Ocean
 d) Arctic Ocean
 e) South America

2. Color the Equator red.

6

Part A

Part B

T  F
T  F

T  F
T  F

a) North America is in the eastern hemisphere. 

b) Lines of latitude are used to find the location of a place north or 
south of the Equator.      

c) The plants that grow in a place are called vegetation.    

d) The Great Plains is a cold and mountainous region.     

e) The Equator is an imaginary line that runs from the North Pole
   to the South Pole.       

f) A rainforest has a dry, dusty climate.

g) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s absolute 
location.

h) Oceans provide links between the continents.

T  F
T  F

T  F

T  F

Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  T = True
F = False

T    F 

NAME: 

...................After You Read

North America  CCP5750-5
13

Word Search
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Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

country
coast

latitude
Equator

environment
river

movement

products
language
rainforest
absolute
longitude
climate

interaction

continent
highway
region

vegetation
relative

characteristic
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2.

Answers will vary

1

2

3

4

5

6

D

B

E

C

A

F

Possible answers:
cold
bare

no trees
barren

few people
Inuit home

1.

2.

a) region

b) physical 
characteristics

c) language

d) change

e) tundra

f) rainforest

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

T

F

F

F

T

T

F

T

F

Possible answers:
Features, physical 

characteristics, 
vegetation, 
language

Possible answers:
large region,

Corn Belt,
Canada to central 
U.S.A., crops (corn, 

wheat, other grains),
Dust Bowl 

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

3.

5.

4.

6.

Across:

7.continent

8. tundra

9. route

11. characteristics

13. absolute

14. coasts

Down:

1. relative

2. equator

3. western

4. hemisphere

5. products

6. population

10. rivers

11. climate

12. Atlantic
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T  F

T  F
T  F
T  F

a) The Great Plains is a large and flat area that is good for growing 
corn, wheat, and other grains.

b) Many trees grow in the tundra.

c) No one lives in the tundra region.

d) The ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza was built on the Great 
Plains.

e) The words grassland and prairies are other words used to describe 
the Great  Plains.

f)  One way to describe a region is to look at the language spoken 
there.

g) Vegetation means the animals that live in a place.

h) People go to the Yucatan Peninsula for the warm water and 
humid temperatures.

i) “The Dust Bowl” described a wet and damp time on the Great 
Plains.

     

 A                                is an area on the face of the Earth described by the features 

that make it unique.  One way to describe a region is by its                                                 , 

such as mountains or vegetation.   Another way to describe a region is to look at where 

people live, and the                                that they speak.   A region can be either small or 

large, and can                                over time.  One region in North America, where trees 

cannot grow is called the                               .  In Mexico, there is a region of humid

                               where we can find an ancient civilization.

a

b

f

d

c

e

1.  Fill in each blank with a word from the list.  

change              language              region
physical characteristics              rainforest              tundra

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

2.  Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  
T = True
F = FalseT    F 
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