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South American Literature
Visit your school library and ask your librarian to help you find 
stories from, or about, South America, from countries such as 
PERU, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, and GUYANA.  Choose THREE to read.  

When you are finished, complete the activities below.  

1. Complete a brief book summary for each book you read.

       

               

2. Using these books as a model, write your own story of South America.  Will you write a 
folk tale or a longer narrative?  Perhaps you’ll write a poem that tells a story.  Include 
things that you have learned about South America.  Be creative, illustrate your work, 
and publish it in a book form.  Share your story! 

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea
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Movement - Oil!

Oil is a natural resource used all over the world. 
In South America, VENEZUELA is a leading oil producer.  

RESEARCH how the oil under the ground in Venezuela gets to the 
gas station near you.  Think about these things:

 • How is the oil removed from the ground?
 • Where is it taken?
 • What is a refinery?  How does one help make the oil more usable?
 • How is the oil transported from country to country?

Follow the trail of Venezuelan oil as it heads your way!

IDEA!  

Why not present the results of your research on a TIMELINE?  Your timeline can 
show how longs it takes to drill, transport, and refine oil.  Illustrate your timeline.

Here is an example:

 Day Day Day Day Day
 ONE TWO THREE FOUR FIVE

 Plant Water  Water Clean
 seeds seeds  seeds garden
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Human/Environment Interactions – 
Agriculture

Agriculture is a word we use to describe human activities dealing with 
PLANTING, GROWING, and HARVESTING plants.  For example, farming is an 

agricultural activity, one in which a wide variety of food is grown.   

Every country or region is suited to particular kinds of agriculture.  For example, oranges 
grow in tropical climates, while grasses grow on flat plains.  Different climates, rainfall, 
and soil types help determine which plants grow where. 

Choose and research four different South American countries and their agriculture.  
Complete the web showing what you have discovered.

kinds of agriculture

kinds of agriculture

country name

country name

soil

soil

climate
South

America

kinds of agriculture

kinds of agriculture

soil

soil

country name

country name

climate
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Regions - Creating a Model or a Diorama

 Choose ONE of the following regions in South America:

Amazon rainforest           Pampas           Andes Mountains

 Patagonia           Gran Chaco           Brazilian Highlands

 COLLECT INFORMATION on your chosen region that shows why it is unique from all the 
others.  For this activity, focus on physical features and vegetation.     

 After you have collected your information, DESIGN and CREATE a model or a diorama 
of the region you have chosen.  Label the items on your model, perhaps providing 
captions on small pieces of paper.  Display your model or diorama for your class to 
see.  You may even want to present it to your classmates.

When designing your model/diorama, think about these things:

• What will I choose to show?

• How can I create these items?

• Which labels, and possibly captions, could I create and use?

• How will I present my model to the class?

You can use a variety of things to help create your model.  Here are some suggestions:

plasticine or clay              paper popsicle sticks              
paint markers old, small toys (for display only)

 

Enjoy sharing your model with your class!
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Place – Stamps and Money

Research the stamps and money used in South American countries.  Record your facts 
on a large sheet of Bristol board, and share it with the class.

You may wish to use the chart below to collect information about the two countries you 
have chosen.

Country Name of “Dollar” Featured Landmarks  
Name money or  sign pictures      
 stamp ($)    

Stamps and money often tell us much about a country.  
They show famous people, places, and wildlife from a particular country.

Bonus Activity
Repeat the instruction above for US Currency, or for money from another country.   

What special symbols does the money display?
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Location – Guess the Country!

Number of Players: 
• Two, three or four

How to Make Your Game

1. Choose the names of ten South American  countries, and write one name on each 
card.

2. On the same side as the name, describe that country’s relative location, using such 
things as other countries, large bodies of water, etc.

You Will Need:
• Twelve large recipe cards
• Political map of South America
• Pencil and paper

Part A

Part B

 This game is designed to help you develop your skills with location, and your ability 
to use relative location.  Africa has many countries and each can be described in 
many ways.  Have fun creating a geography game!

How to Play the Game

1. Player A reads aloud a country’s relative location without saying its name.

2. Player B listens to the description. Using the map for help, he or she tries to name the 
country.  Player B can have the description read only twice.

3. If Player B guesses the correct country, score 10 points.

4. If Player B cannot guess the correct country, lose 5 points.

5. Player B now chooses a card and reads it aloud.  Follow Steps 1 to 4.

6. Continue until all of the cards have been read.

7. The player with the most points becomes a “Location Expert”.

A Challenge!

Try this same game using ten South American cities and their absolute locations.  

Follow the same steps to play.
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Human & Environmental Interactions

2.  What do these words mean?  Write each definition.  Use a dictionary to 
help you.

a) environment   

     

b) extinct   

     

c) rainforest    

     

d) earthquake    

     

1.  Why are each of the things listed below important to us?   How can we 
help preserve them?  List your ideas in the box below each.  Share your 
list with a partner, and then with the class.  As you hear other ideas, add 
them to your list.  You may have to remove ideas that do not belong.

  a) clean water b) clean air

   
                
  c) endangered animals d)  trees

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Human & Environmental Interactions

  

a) Peru’s worst earthquake happened in 1970.

b) The Amazon Rainforest covers most of northern Brazil.

c) The trees of the Amazon Rainforest clean much of the Earth’s air.

d) People do not cut down Amazon Rainforest trees.

e) Because of earthquakes, people in Peru have changed how 
they build their homes.

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

1.  Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  T = True
F = False

T    F 

a) The Amazon River is just south of _____________.

2.  Put a check mark (4) next to the answer that is most correct.   

A
B
C
D

a large city  
the Pampas grasslands 
the equator
an earthquake in Peru.

b) Amazon trees that are cut down are used for many purposes, such as _____________.
A
B
C
D

air and water
animals and fish
pollution and habitats
wood and paper

c) Humans can harm the environment when they _____________.
A
B
C
D

destroy habitats
hunt animals to extinction
cause pollution
all of the above

NAME: 

...................ReadinG PassaGe
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Human & Environmental Interactions
very day, the things that people do affect 
their environment.  Sometimes people 
cut down trees for paper or wood for 

houses, only to destroy the habitats of animals.  
Sometimes we hunt animals to extinction.  
Sometimes, the pollution we create affects 
ourselves and the environment around us.  When 
an environment is harsh or changing, people 
must often adapt to their environment to survive.  
Learning about these issues is known as the study 
of human and environmental interactions.  

 Here is an example of a human and 
environmental interaction that is having a negative affect.  In Brazil, the Amazon 
Rainforest, one of the world’s natural wonders, covers most of the northern part of that 
country.  Located along the Amazon River, just south of the equator, this jungle is rich 
with animal, fish, and insect wildlife.  It is also an area in which many kinds of medicines 
have been discovered by scientists.  Much of the air on earth is cleaned by the trees 
that grow there.  However, in spite of these wonderful features, people are cutting down 
the trees at a very fast pace.  The trees are used by people for paper and wood, but 
when they are cut down many animals lose their natural habitats, and we have fewer 
trees to clean our air.  It is a dangerous situation, and many people are working to find 
a solution to this problem.

E

Why is it important to prevent too much of the Amazon Rainforest 
from being cut down?

STOP

 Sometimes nature affects the choices we make when deciding where to live and 
how we build our homes.   In Peru, several recent earthquakes have made people think 
about how they construct their homes and buildings.  The worst earthquake happened 
in 1970, when thousands of people were killed, and their homes were destroyed.   
Following this disaster, people were more careful about where they built their homes.  
In recent years, fewer people have died in earthquakes in Peru, because people have 
learned how to adapt to the danger.

(Amazon River & Rainforest)
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Human & Environmental Interactions
Answer each question with a complete sentence.

Research, Extensions and Applications

3. How must people in an earthquake zone change their way of life?

4.  Why is it important for people to find a solution to cutting down too many trees?

5.  South America’s many regions contain hundreds of different animals, birds, and fish.   
Using the Wildlife Organizer on the next page, find kinds of wildlife unique to each 
of these areas:  the Andes Mountains, the Amazon Rainforest, and the Pampas.  Pay 
special attention to those animals that are endangered.

6.  What kinds of programs does your school, town, or city have to help protect the 
environment?  Circle one of these areas to research:

 my school            my neighborhood            my town            my city

 Complete a chart like the one below to help you collect your information.  Share your 
chart with the class.

   My __________’s Programs        How they help protect the environment

7.  What things can you do at home to help protect the environment?  List them.
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
2 Lines on a map to help 
 find a place north and 
 south of the equator

5 One of the shapes made by 
cutting a sphere in half

8  _____ location describes exactly 
where a place is.

9 The Andes is a long _____ range 
in South America.

10 Imaginary line running along the 
middle of the Earth

11 The Amazon ______ is a region 
with humid jungles.

12 A common language spoken in 
South America

14 South America is north of this icy 
continent.

15 South America is entirely in the 
_______ hemisphere.

Down
1 The ____ Ocean lies to the west 

of South America.

3 A person who studies 
geography

4 A place can be described by 
physical and human _____.

6 _______ in Peru have changed 
how and where people build 
their homes.

7 Scientists look for new ______ in 
the Amazon Rainforest.

13 South America is linked to North 
America at _______ .

equator 
medicines 
Rainforest 
latitude
Panama
Pacific 
mountain 
absolute
Antarctica
southern
characterisitics
earthquakes
Spanish
hemisphere
geographer

3 4

5

2

1

6

8

7

9

10

12 1311

14

15
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Comprehension Quiz
30

SUBTOTAL:       /14

8

Label the map by doing the following:

1. Show the following features on the map
 by writing the letter on the map in the
 correct location.
    
 a) South America       
 b) North America
 c) Atlantic Ocean
 d) Pacific Ocean
 e) Caribbean Sea

2. Color the equator red.

6

Part A

Part B

T    F 
T  F
T  F
T  F
T  F

Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  

a) Most of South America is north of the equator.

b) The Pacific Ocean is to the west of South America.

c) South America is linked to North America at Panama.

d) The trees of the Amazon Rainforest clean much of the Earth’s air.

e) Peru does not have earthquakes.

f) Lima is in Argentina.

g) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s absolute 
location.

h) The word urban describes an area in a city or town.

T  F

T  F

T  F

T = True
F = False

T  F
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Word Search

South America
mountains

Equator
region
rural

languages
endangered

Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

movement
ideas

continent
interaction

jungle
links

longitude

grassland
aboriginal

extinct
transportation
geographer

desert
rainforest

latitude
urban
wildlife

features
environment

products
savannah
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Possible answers:  

a) drinking, 
cooking, etc.

b) breathing, etc

c) not many left, 
protect, etc

d) oxygen, 
reforestation, etc.

Possible answers:
The Amazon 

rainforest helps 
clean much of the 

earth’s air, and many 
species live there.

Possible answers:  
a) all that surrounds 
us (living things, 
climate, air, water, 
and land)

b) no longer existing 
as a species

c) a jungle with a 
high amount of 
rainfall

d) the shaking of 
the land when the 
energy is released 
at a fault in the 
earth’s crust

1.

2.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

T

T

T

F

T 

a)  C4

b) D4

c) D4

Possible answer:
Change the way they 

build their homes

Possible answer:
Destroys trees needed 

for cleaning the air 
and animal habitats

Answers will vary in 
detail depending on 

resource used.
Some possibilities:

Andes – llama, alpaca, 
etc.

Amazon rainforest – 
monkeys, leopard, etc.

Pampas – farm 
animals, cattle, etc. 

Answers will vary

Answers will vary 

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

12

Across:

2. latitude

5. hemisphere

8. absolute

9. mountain

10. equator

11. Rainforest

12. Spanish

14. Antarctica

15. southern

Down:

1. Pacific

3. geographer

4. characteristics

6. earthquakes

7. medicines

13. Panama
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Human & Environmental Interactions
Answer each question with a complete sentence.

Research, Extensions and Applications

3. How must people in an earthquake zone change their way of life?

4.  Why is it important for people to find a solution to cutting down too many trees?

5.  South America’s many regions contain hundreds of different animals, birds, and fish.   
Using the Wildlife Organizer on the next page, find kinds of wildlife unique to each 
of these areas:  the Andes Mountains, the Amazon Rainforest, and the Pampas.  Pay 
special attention to those animals that are endangered.

6.  What kinds of programs does your school, town, or city have to help protect the 
environment?  Circle one of these areas to research:

 my school            my neighborhood            my town            my city

 Complete a chart like the one below to help you collect your information.  Share your 
chart with the class.

   My __________’s Programs        How they help protect the environment

7.  What things can you do at home to help protect the environment?  List them.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


