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African Literature

Visit your school library and ask your librarian to help you find stories 
from, or about, Africa.  Choose THREE to read.  

When you are finished, complete the activities below.  

1. Complete a brief book summary for each book you read.

       

               

2. Using these books as a model, write your own story of Africa.  Will you write a folk tale 
or a longer narrative?  Perhaps you’ll write a poem that tells a story.  Include things 
that you have learned about Africa.  Be creative, illustrate your work, and publish it in 
a book form.  Share your story! 

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea
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Movement - The Suez Canal
Using the 5Ws + HOW, collect information about the Suez Canal.  Here are some 
sample questions using the 5Ws.  You may also answer your own questions, or 
collect any other interesting facts you discover.

• What is a canal?     

• Where is the Suez Canal?

• When was the Suez Canal built?  

• Why was the Suez Canal built? 

• Who built the Suez Canal?   

• How much did it cost to build?

After you have collected your facts, think about how you will present them to your class.  
Here are some ideas:

• Present your information as a PowerPoint presentation, with each new slide 
showing your question and the answer you found.  You can attach clip art 
pictures to illustrate your slides.

• Present your information in a newspaper format, with headlines and news 
stories for each of the questions you ask.  Include an illustration or two, along 
with captions, to help communicate your ideas.

• Write a story that tells about your adventure to the Suez Canal.  As you 
tell your story, your descriptions of setting and plot can include facts you 
learned about the canal.  Read your story to your class, and leave a 
published copy for your classmates to read during independent reading 
time.  (Hint:  Your story might be very adventurous and exciting if it was set 
during the Suez Crisis!)

As a follow-up activity, after you present your information, why not give 
your class a quiz?  Prepare a quiz to see if your class has understood your 

information about the Suez Canal.
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Human/Environment Interactions – 
Poaching

Poaching is a word we use to describe illegal hunting and killing of animals for 
money.  For example, poachers will kill an elephant just to get its tusks, so they 
can sell them for a lot of money as ivory.  The biggest problem is that many 
animals have been hunted almost to extinction because of poaching. 

   

Research poaching in Africa.  Think about these things:

• Why is there poaching?
• Who are the poachers?
• Which animals are affected?
• What punishments are there for poachers in different countries?
• How do game reserves help prevent poaching?
• Which international organizations help protect animals?

Using what you have learned about poaching, create a BOARD GAME about poaching.  
One idea might be to have all your game pieces represent different endangered 
animals, and have them try to reach the game reserve before the poachers catch 
them.  Will they make it safely?  Include all that you know about poaching.  Have fun 
playing!

• What will my board look like?
• Which drawings will I include?
• Will I have special cards that need to be drawn when you land on a certain space?
• Will I use dice, or will I make an endangered animal spinner?

If you are having difficulty, use a favorite
board game as a model.  Here is an 
example you might also want to follow.  
Please design your own board. START

END

game cards(Game 
Reserve)
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Regions - The Nile Valley

Think about the Nile River Valley.  If you began in southern Egypt, at Abu 
Simbel, what would you see as you followed the river northward toward the 

Nile Delta and the Mediterranean Sea?  

Create a Tour of the Nile River Valley project.

Collect information on this region that shows why it is UNIQUE from all others.  For this 
activity, focus on physical features, where people live, human-made structures like the 
Aswan High Dam, ancient ruins and buildings, and vegetation and agriculture.  You 
might also want to include information on the towns and cities you would pass as you 
sailed on the Nile.

Present your findings on a display board, as a booklet, or as a PowerPoint presentation.  
Include as much detail as you can in your display or booklet.  Think about these things 
as you create your display, booklet, or PowerPoint presentation:

a) What will I choose to show?
b) How can I locate illustrations for this display, or will I make my own drawings?
c) Which labels, captions, or charts could I include to show my understanding of the 

endangered animal I have chosen?
d) How will I present my project to my class?

As display board:
a) Include illustrations and captions
 beside all points of interest
b)  Give your work a title
c)  Color your work

As a booklet:
Follow the steps for a display board, except create 
a single page for each unique feature shown.

As PowerPoint presentation:
Follow the steps for the booklet, with one screen display for each unique feature.

The Nile River Valley
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Place - Comparisons

Use a chart like this one to collect information about the two countries you have 
chosen.

Country Physical Vegetation Where People Historical  
Name Characteristics and Animal Live and What Landmarks      
  Species They Do   

          

Create a series of ILLUSTRATED COMPARISON CARDS on 18-inch by 24-inch paper or Bristol 
board.  Create one for each of the columns in your chart.  Here is a brief example:

Add as much detail as you can to each of your four comparison cards.  Display them 
in your classroom.  Instead of drawings, you may choose to use cut out pictures as your 
illustrations.

Africa is a continent of CONTRASTS.  There are hot and dry places, there are 
mountains and valleys, and there are small villages and large cities.   Choose TWO 
countries in Africa.  They may be on opposite coasts (i.e., west coast, east coast), 
or have opposite physical characteristics (i.e., rainforest, desert).  You may choose 
any two countries you wish, as long as they are very DIFFERENT from one another.

Physical Characteristics
 Egypt Congo (Dem. Rep.)

desert sands rainforest 

Nile River Congo River

drawings
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Location – Guess the Country Game

Number of Players: 
• Two, three or four

How to Make Your Game

1. Choose the names of ten African countries, and write one name on each card.

2. On the same side as the name, describe that country’s relative location, using such 
things as other countries, large bodies of water, etc.

You Will Need:
• Ten large recipe cards
• Political map of Africa
• Pencil and paper

Part A

Part B

 This activity is designed to help you develop your skills with location, and your ability 
to use relative location.  Africa has many countries, and each can be described in 
many ways.  Have fun creating a geography game!

How to Play the Game

1. Player A reads aloud a country’s relative location without saying its name.

2. Player B listens to the description, and using the map for help, tries to name the 
country.  Player B can have the description read to him or her only twice.

3. If Player B guesses the correct country, score 10 points.

4. If Player B cannot guess the correct country, lose 5 points.

5. Player B now chooses a card and reads it aloud.  Follow Steps One to Four.

6. Continue until all of the cards have been read.

7. The player with the most points becomes a “Location Expert”.

A Challenge!

Try this same game using ten African cities and their absolute locations.  

Follow the same steps when playing.
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Human/Environment Interactions
     

a) A                                        is a protected area where animals can live free from the 
threat of hunters and poachers.

b) A                                        is something created by people to mark a special event, 
the special deeds of a group or an individual, or to mark a place where someone 
is buried.

c) The word                                        describes all that surrounds us: the living things 
around us, the climate, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land we 
live on.  

d) The way one thing acts on another is called an                                       .

1. Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help 
you. 

 environment         monument         interaction         game reserve

2. Read each of the examples below, and write as much information as you 
already know about the subject.  You may write in complete sentences or in 
point form notes.

 WATER ENDANGERED SPECIES
 (Why do we need it? (What does endangered mean?  
  Why is it important? Will they become extinct?
  What is water pollution?) How can we help?)

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Human/Environment Interactions

  

a) Rhinoceroses are hunted for their tusks.

b) Hunting is allowed on game reserves.

c) Masai Mara National Park is in Kenya.

d) Poaching is an act of legal hunting.

e) The Nile floods its banks and irrigates crops.

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

2.  Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  T = True
F = False

T    F 

dam

monument

farming

game 
reserve

To water fields of crops.

The vegetables, grains, and fruit 
grown on a farm.

An illegal act of  hunting, usually 
for money.  It has caused some 
animals to become endangered, 
and in some cases, extinct.

A protected area of land where 
wild animals can live without the 
threat of poachers.

A

B

C

D

irrigate

crops

poaching

environment

1.  Which word matches the definition?  Color the arrow that points to the correct 
word.  You may use either the reading or a dictionary to help find your answers.  

NAME: 

...................ReadinG PassaGe
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Human/Environment Interactions
very day, the things that people do 
affect their environment.  While we work 
to protect endangered species, some 

people continue to kill them.  Sometimes we 
harm the habitats of animals with pollution.  
When an environment is harsh or changing, 
people must often adapt to their environment to 
survive.  Sometimes we might dam a river in order 
to provide more water for communities that need 
it.  Learning about these issues is known as the 
study of human/environment interactions.

 In Egypt, people have relied on the Nile River for thousands of years to provide them 
with the water they need to survive in the harsh desert conditions around them.  The 
river water is used for drinking, washing, and watering crops.  In the past, the Nile would 
flood its banks and irrigate the crops.  In modern times a dam has been used to control 
the amount of water flowing through the country, providing water as it is needed.  The 
first dam was built at Aswan in 1902, but was later replaced in the early 1970’s by the 
Aswan High Dam.  This dam blocked the flow of the river and created Lake Nasser 
behind it.  Care was taken to preserve wildlife and ancient monuments.  The ancient 
Egyptian Temple of Abu Simbel was taken apart and reassembled in a location away 
from the lake, preserving it as a national monument. 

E

Why was a dam built at Aswan?

STOP

 Unfortunately, not all interactions between humans and their environment are 
positive.  Throughout Africa, many animals are facing extinction because of poaching.  
For example, elephants are hunted for their tusks, and rhinoceroses are killed for their 
horns.  Poachers sell the tusks as ivory, and the horns as medicine.  Thankfully, many 
governments in Africa have acted to stop this poaching.  They have made it against 
the law to hunt these animals, and have created game reserves, like the Masai Mara 
National Park in Kenya, to protect the endangered animals.  

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© Africa  CCP5753-3

Human/Environment Interactions

10

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

  

Research, Extensions and Applications

3. Some human/environment interactions are negative.  Why is poaching a negative 
interaction?

4.  Some human/environment interactions are positive.  Why is a game reserve a 
positive interaction?

5.  Find out more about the Aswan High Dam by conducting some simple research.   
 Find answers to these questions and present them in a poster format.  Illustrate your 

work and present it to your class.

Why was the Aswan High Dam built? • How have countries used it to their benefit?
When was it built? • How much did it cost to build? • Which countries took part?
Which ancient Egyptian monuments had to be moved?
How were the ancient Egyptian monuments moved?
How has Lake Nasser changed the area around it?

6.  Locate a game reserve in Africa and create a travel brochure for it.  Pretend that you 
are going to take your class on a safari to the reserve.  What would you see?  What 
kinds of animals are there? How would you travel there, inside the game reserve?  
What would you need to bring with you? Illustrate your brochure, and include as 
many facts as you can.  You may wish to include a map of its location to help your 
class find it!

7.  Many animals of Africa are endangered.  Research two of them and complete 
the Endangered Animal Organizer on the next page.  Follow the prompts inside the 
rectangles.  When you have finished the rectangles, evaluate just how close these 
two animals are to extinction.  The oval on the organizer represents extinction.  On 
the bold arrows, place an X to show just how desperate the animal’s future is.  If the 
animal is very close to extinction, place the X close to the oval.  If it is still not that 
close, then place the X farther away on the arrow from the oval.
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
1 Sharing of ideas through speech, 

sign language and printed words

4 Poaching is an example of ____ 
human/environment interactions

6 Many of Africa’s animals are _____ 
species

8 A remote area with few people

9 The Saharah is a _____ in Africa

11 A ____ can be described by the 
languages spoken there

13 Africa is a continent of huge _____

14 Flat, open areas of land covered 
mostly by grasses

Down
1 Africa is the world’s second largest 

_____

2 Movement involving vehicles

3 The ____ _____ is a region known for its 
ancient Egyptian ruins

5 Protected area where animals can live 
free of threats from humans

7 It is difficult to describe Africa’s _____ 
location

10 Africa’s coastal ports provide _____ to 
other continents

12 Africa is linked to _____ at the Panama 
Canal

1

4 5

8

2 3

6 7

9

11

10

13

14

12

5

14

plains 

desert 

game reserve

absolute 

continent 

negative

transportation 

endangered

Asia 

rural

region

communication 

contrasts

Nile Valley

links
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Comprehension Quiz
30

SUBTOTAL:       /14

8

Label the map by doing the following:

1. Show the following features on the map
 by writing the letter on the map in the
 correct location.
    
 a) Atlantic
 b) Europe
 c) Indian Ocean
 d) Atlantic Ocean
 e) Mediterranean Sea

2. Color the prime meridian red and the 
 equator purple.

6

Part A

Part B

T    F 
T  F
T  F
T  F
T  F

Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  

a) Both the prime meridian and the equator pass through Africa.

b) Africa is like a giant island because it is surrounded by water. 

c) People in Africa live in either traditional or more modern ways.   

d) The Suez Canal provides a shortcut from the Indian Ocean to the 
Mediterranean Sea.     

e) Game reserves provide protection for animals from poaching.  
The Aswan High Dam was built to help control the waters of the 
Nile River.

f) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s relative location.

g) The word urban describes an area in the country or a remote 
area.

T  F

T  F

T  F

T = True
F = False
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Word Search

hemisphere
Africa
wildlife
region

Serengeti
monument
Abu Simbel

Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

camel
continent
rainforest

plains
agriculture

unique
Masai Mara

interaction
poaching

Suez Canal
airports
climate
desert

characteristics

trade
Egypt

endangered
irrigate

elephant
Internet

oxen

q e u q i n u w f w i l d l i f e c
a p o a c h i n g s d f g h n m n h
r a i n f o r e s t h v g h t m d a
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e e l e w u w g t e b b l b b m e c
n a a g y r p n r t t f d h l u t s
t x i d x e a e g y p t a s e n a d
b o n p l h h b e f f d o w w o g x
z z s d p p j k s e b c d x f m i g
q r s e s h q w d r c h g t e j r l
m l l i h d d a g x f t u q f n r e
m e m o d d r s s e r e n g e t i m
d e s e r t e b i n t e r n e t u a
h e j k g b n p o r r g e o g r a c
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a) game reserve

b) monument

c) environment

d) interaction

Possible answer:

To regulate the flow 

of water down the 

Nile

Answers will vary, 

depending on 

prior knowledge

1.

2.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

F

F

T

F

T 

A

B

C

D

irrigate

crops

poaching

game 

reserve

Possible answer:
Illegal hunting for 

money that reduces 
the number of animals 
in a species, often to 

the point of extinction

Possible answers:
Protects animals from 
poachers, extinction

Answers will vary in 
detail depending on 

resource used.
Some possibilities:

Built in late 1960s to 
control the flooding 

of the Nile, also 
generates electricity, 

has created more 
agricultural land; 
Abu Simbel was 

moved, cut apart, and 
reassembled, etc.

Answers will vary 
(many game reserves 
are found in eastern 

Africa)

Answers will vary

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

12

Across:

1. communication

4. negative

6. endangered

8. rural

9. desert

11. region

13. contrasts

14. plains

Down:

1. continent

2. transportation

3. Nile Valley

5. game reserve

7. absolute

10. links

12. Asia
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

  

Research, Extensions and Applications

3. Some human/environment interactions are negative.  Why is poaching a negative 
interaction?

4.  Some human/environment interactions are positive.  Why is a game reserve a 
positive interaction?

5.  Find out more about the Aswan High Dam by conducting some simple research.   
 Find answers to these questions and present them in a poster format.  Illustrate your 

work and present it to your class.

Why was the Aswan High Dam built? • How have countries used it to their benefit?
When was it built? • How much did it cost to build? • Which countries took part?
Which ancient Egyptian monuments had to be moved?
How were the ancient Egyptian monuments moved?
How has Lake Nasser changed the area around it?

6.  Locate a game reserve in Africa and create a travel brochure for it.  Pretend that you 
are going to take your class on a safari to the reserve.  What would you see?  What 
kinds of animals are there? How would you travel there, inside the game reserve?  
What would you need to bring with you? Illustrate your brochure, and include as 
many facts as you can.  You may wish to include a map of its location to help your 
class find it!

7.  Many animals of Africa are endangered.  Research two of them and complete 
the Endangered Animal Organizer on the next page.  Follow the prompts inside the 
rectangles.  When you have finished the rectangles, evaluate just how close these 
two animals are to extinction.  The oval on the organizer represents extinction.  On 
the bold arrows, place an X to show just how desperate the animal’s future is.  If the 
animal is very close to extinction, place the X close to the oval.  If it is still not that 
close, then place the X farther away on the arrow from the oval.
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