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Asian Literature

Visit your school library and ask your librarian to help you find stories from, 
or about, Asia, from countries such as China, Vietnam, India, and Japan.  

Choose THREE to read.  When you are finished, complete the activities below.   

1. Complete a brief book summary for each book you read.

       

               

2. Using these books as a model, write your own story of Asia.  Will you write a folk tale or 
a longer narrative?  Perhaps you’ll write a poem that tells a story.  Include things that 
you have learned about Asia.  Be creative, illustrate your work, and publish it in a book 
form.  Share your story! 

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea
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Movement – How A Car Gets 
From There to Here!

Asian automakers have quite a task when they build cars in countries such as 
JAPAN and KOREA and have to deliver them to your hometown car dealership.  

While many of these Asian cars are now assembled in North America, many still 
come from across the Pacific Ocean.  

Choose ONE of these Asian car manufacturers and research how their cars are 
transported from the FACTORY to your LOCAL DEALERSHIP.

Toyota       Honda       Nissan       Mazda       Hyundai       Kia

Use the following organizer to help you collect your facts.  Share your findings.

Where is the factory?

How does the car get from
the factory to the sea?

How is it transported 
across the sea?
How long does it take?

Where does it arrive 
in North America?

How is it transported to  
my local car dealership?
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Human/Environment Interactions – 
Changing Populations

Throughout Asia, growing populations are having a serious affect on that 
natural environment.  As populated areas expand, many natural habitats are 

being threatened.  As these areas grow, more resources, such as wood for 
building and water for drinking are needed.  

Choose ONE Asian country and complete the web showing how the items on the web 
are being AFFECTED by that country’s growing population.  You will have to do some 
research before beginning your web.

You may add any other items to your web that you wish.  Share your web with your class, 
and compare their chosen country to yours.

Country’s Name

Farming and
Land Use Transportation

Human 
Environment

Natural 
Resources

Trade

Animal 
Species

Health of
PeopleAnimal 

Habitats
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Regions - Guess the Region Game

Number of Players: 
• Two, three or four

How to Make Your Game

1. Write the names of these twelve Asian regions, one name on each card.

 Ural Mountains Arabian Desert Gobi Desert  
Malabar Coast Himalayas mountain range Kashmir

 North China Plain Mekong Delta Caucasus
 West Siberian Plain Plateau of Tibet Anatolia

2. On the same side as the name, describe that region’s relative location, using such 
things as other countries, large bodies of water, etc., and the physical features found 
in that region.  You may also want to include the languages spoken there.

You Will Need:
• Twelve large recipe cards
• Physical map of Asia
• Pencil and paper

Part A

Part B

 This activity is designed to help you develop your skills with identifying regions, 
and your ability to use relative location.  Asia has many regions, and each can be 
described in many ways.  Have fun creating a geography game!

How to Play the Game

1. Player A reads aloud a region’s relative location and physical features without saying 
its name.

2. Player B listens to the descriptions, and using the map for help, tries to name the 
region.  Player B can have the description read to him or her only twice.

3. If Player B guesses the correct region, score 10 points.

4. If Player B cannot guess the correct region, lose 5 points.

5. Player B now chooses a card and reads it aloud.  Follow Steps One to Four.

6. Continue until all of the cards have been read.

7. The player with the most points becomes a “Region Expert”.
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Place - Comparisons

Use a chart like this one to collect information about the two countries you have chosen.

Country Physical Vegetation Where People Historical  
Name Characteristics and Animal Live and What Landmarks      
  Species They Do   

          

Create a series of ILLUSTRATED COMPARISON CARDS on 18-inch by 24-inch paper or Bristol 
board.  Create one for each of the columns in your chart.  Here is a brief example:

Add as much detail as you can to each of your four comparison cards.  Display them 
in your classroom.  Instead of drawings, you may choose to use cut out pictures as your 
illustrations.

Asia is a continent of CONTRASTS.  There are hot and dry places, there are 
mountains and valleys, and there are small villages and large cities.   Choose TWO 
countries in Asia.  They may be on opposite coasts (i.e., west coast, east coast), or 
have opposite physical characteristics (i.e., rainforest, desert).  You may choose 
any two countries you wish, as long as they are very DIFFERENT from one another.

Physical Characteristics
 Russia India

coniferous forest rainforest 

Amur tiger tiger

drawings
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Location – Travel Brochure
This activity is designed to help you develop your skills with location, 
and your ability to use relative location.  Have fun creating a travel 

brochure for your school!

To create your school’s travel brochure, follow these steps:

1. Collect some real travel brochures and read them to see how they are set up.

2. Complete a panel like the following for each of the following rooms in your school:

 my classroom music room  library
 the office lunchroom  gymnasium

Sample panel:

Each panel can become a page in your brochure.  Create a title page for your 
brochure and color all your illustrations.  You may also want to include a map of your 
school on your brochure.  Have fun!

Gymnasium

Absolute location:  
 Room 112, first floor

Relative location:
Across from the office, between rooms 111 
and 113, on the first floor, in the center of the 
building

Links to other rooms:
Four entry/exit doors, two to the playground, 
two to the office hallway, as well as doors to 
the Boys’ and Girls’ change rooms.

Illustration:
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Human/Environment Interactions

     

a)                                        is an illegal action by hunters or others to collect or kill    
protected animals for money.  Poaching can lead to extinction of a species.

b) A                                        is something created by people to control a river, or 
to create a body of water where none existed before.  A small lake or basin is 
created behind a large dam.

c) The word                                        is used to describe a species of living things that   
no longer exists anywhere on Earth.  It means that all members of that species are 
dead.  

d) The word                                        is a word that describes all of the plant life in a 
particular area.

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictionary to help 
you.

 dam           poaching           extinct           vegetation  

1. How is your local environment affected by the actions of the people who 
live in it?  How has your school worked to protect its environment?  Think of 
the two problems below, and list the ways your school has helped to fight 
pollution.

Garbage in the 
schoolyard

Too much paper 
in the garbage

Problem Solution
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Human/Environment Interactions

a) The construction of the Three Gorges dam will create a large __________ behind it.

2.  Put a check mark (4) next to the answer that is most correct.   

A
B
C
D

city  
lake 
flood
tiger habitat

b) The Three Gorges Dam is found in which country?
A
B
C
D

India
Saudi Arabia
China
Southeast Asia

c) Poachers kill tigers for ____________________________.
A
B
C
D

religious reasons
their skin, bones, and other organs
for sport
to show they are brave

  

a) Tigers are extinct.

b) The Yangtze River is located in China.

c) Hundreds of towns, villages, and farms will be covered 
by the lake created by the Three Gorges dam.

d) Many Asian governments are slow to stop poaching.

e) The Yangtze River has flooded and killed thousands in 
the past.

f) No one has been forced to move their home because 
of the Three Gorges Dam.

1.  Circle  the word TRUE if the statement is true.  Circle  the word FALSE if it 
is false.  

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE
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Human/Environment Interactions
veryday, the things that people do 
affect their environment.  Sometimes we 
build a dam on a river to control it more 

effectively. Sometimes we harm the habitats 
of animals with pollution.  Sometimes we hunt 
animals to extinction.  When an environment is 
harsh or changing, people must often adapt 
to their environment to survive. Learning about 
these issues is known as the study of human/
environment interactions.

 In China, much of the landscape is being 
changed by the construction of the huge Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River.  In 
the past, the Yangtze River has often flooded and killed many thousands of people, 
so the dam was created to control its flow. This dam is the largest in the world, and will 
create a huge lake behind it.  Unfortunately, hundreds of towns, villages, and farms will 
be completely covered by the lake it will create.  Thousands of people have had to 
move to new homes.  The natural environment of local wildlife and vegetation will also 
be forever changed.  Chinese officials hope that the benefits of controlling the river will 
make up for the great changes it is forcing on the environment around the dam.

 Unfortunately, not all interactions between humans and their environment are 
positive.  Throughout parts of Southeast Asia, tigers are facing extinction because of 
poaching. Poachers collect tiger skins, bones, and other organs to be sold illegally for 
large amounts of money.  The tiger’s jungle habitat is also under threat from pollution 
and expanding human activities. While many organizations exist to help these 
endangered animals, many governments in Asia have been slow to stop this poaching.  
With only several thousand tigers left in the wild, the day may come when we will only 
see these majestic creatures in a zoo or a book.

E

Why might wild tigers become extinct?

STOP

NAME: 
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

  

Research

3. How will the construction of the Three Gorges dam affect the environment around 
it?  Give examples from the reading.

4. Why is poaching a negative human/environment interaction?  Give some 
examples from the reading.

5.  Find out more about the Three Gorges Dam by conducting some simple research.   
Find answers to these questions and present them as a booklet or a PowerPoint 
presentation.  Draw pictures for your booklet, or use clip art work to illustrate your 
PowerPoint presentation.  Share your work with your class.

Why was the Three Gorges Dam built? When was it built?  
Who built the dam? How much did it cost to build?
When did construction begin? When will it finish?
How big is the Three Gorges Dam?
How will the dam affect the area around it?

6.  Unfortunately, the tiger is not the only animal facing extinction.  There is the panda 
too, among many others.  Which other animals face extinction?  Research five other 
endangered animals.  Collect your information on a chart like the one below.   When 
you have finished, use a blank map of Asia to show the location of each animal you 
have chosen.

Endangered Animal       Habitat       Why is it endangered?  Ways to help save it
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
1 Well over half of the Earth’s 

_____ lives in Asia

4 _____ is the largest country in 
Asia

5 Underground trains that are 
very important in cities like 
Tokyo, Japan 

7 Every day, the things people 
do affect their ____

11 Asia is almost entirely in the 
eastern ____ 

12 The Malabar Coast in India is 
a region thick with ____

13 ______ describes how 
people, products and ideas 
move from place to place

Down
1 The building of the Three Gorges Dam is 

an example of a ____ human/environment 
interaction

2 A region is an area of land with ____ features
3 Imaginary line running east-west around the 

middle of the Earth
4 _____ location describes a place using the 

features around it
6 Hong Kong, Mumbai and Tokyo are cities with 

large sea ____ 
8 Asia is the world’s _____ continent
9 The Middle East is considered a cultural and 

____ center for many people
10 The Yangtze River is located in ____

unique
positive 
population
ports 
largest
subway
environment
Russia 
China 
hemisphere
rainforests
movement
equator
religious
relative

1 2

5

4

3

6

7

9

11

13

12

10

8
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Comprehension Quiz
30

SUBTOTAL:       /14

8

Label the map by doing the following:

1. Show the following features on the map
 by writing the letter on the map in the
 correct location.
    
 a) Asia       
 b) Europe
 c) Indian Ocean
 d) Pacific Ocean
 e) Africa

2. Color the equator red.

6

Part A

Part B

a) Most of Asia is north of the Equator

b) Asia is the world’s largest continent. 

c) More than half of all the people on Earth live in Asia.  

d) China and India each have more than one billion 
people.

e) Tigers and other endangered animals are safe from 
poachers.

f) Train travel in Asia’s busy cities, such as Tokyo, causes 
more pollution and traffic jams than cars alone.

g) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s 
relative location.

h) The word rural describes an area in the country or a 
remote area.

  Circle  the word TRUE if the statement is true.  Circle  the word FALSE if it 
is false.  

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE

TRUE          FALSE
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Word Search

Asia
continent
equator
region
rural

languages
cultural

Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

movement
Internet

extinction
interaction

geographer
links

longitude

sea level
plateau

transportation
scooters

poaching
flood

civilization

latitude
urban
wildlife

features
coast

products
vehicles
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s e a l e v e l t y e q u a t o r z
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Answers may vary

a) poaching

b) dam

c) extinct

d) vegetation

Answers will vary. 
Possible Answer: 

Poachers hunt and 
kill tigers for their skin, 

bones and other 
organs

1.

2.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

F

T

T

T

T

F

a)  B4

b) C4

c) B4

Possible answers:
Many people forced 
to leave homes, large 
area flooded by new 

lake 

Possible answers:
Poachers hunt animals 

illegally, often to the 
point of extinction

Answers will vary in 
detail depending on 

resource used.
Some possibilities:

Built in late 1990s and 
the 2000s to control 
the flooding of the 

Yangtze, largest dam 
in the world, etc.

Answers will vary (i.e. 
panda)

3.

4.

5.

6.

11

Across:

2. population

4. Russia

5. subway

7. environment

11. hemisphere

12. rainforests

13. movement

Down:

1. positive

2. unique

3. equator

4. relative

6. ports

8. largest

9. religious

10. China
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

  

Research

3. How will the construction of the Three Gorges dam affect the environment around 
it?  Give examples from the reading.

4. Why is poaching a negative human/environment interaction?  Give some 
examples from the reading.

5.  Find out more about the Three Gorges Dam by conducting some simple research.   
Find answers to these questions and present them as a booklet or a PowerPoint 
presentation.  Draw pictures for your booklet, or use clip art work to illustrate your 
PowerPoint presentation.  Share your work with your class.

Why was the Three Gorges Dam built? When was it built?  
Who built the dam? How much did it cost to build?
When did construction begin? When will it finish?
How big is the Three Gorges Dam?
How will the dam affect the area around it?

6.  Unfortunately, the tiger is not the only animal facing extinction.  There is the panda 
too, among many others.  Which other animals face extinction?  Research five other 
endangered animals.  Collect your information on a chart like the one below.   When 
you have finished, use a blank map of Asia to show the location of each animal you 
have chosen.

Endangered Animal       Habitat       Why is it endangered?  Ways to help save it
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