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NAME: 8 Refore You Read

The Constitution of the U.S.A.

1. Complete each sentence with a term from the list. Use a di ary to help you.
Constitution liberty democracy supreme law izen
popular sovereignty representative ratify Fathers
a) A person who has rights within a government is cal
b) The signers of the U.S. Declaration of Independepce .S. Constitution are
called the .
c) is the belief that t a country should hold
supreme power.
d) A change in alaw is called an .
e) A set of written rules which set up a are called the
f) A person who is chosen to state the i f and to make laws for others is
called a
g) Another word for freedom is .
h) The highest or most powerful i ountry is called the
i)A is overnment in which the people choose
who governs them.
] ns fo approve something.
2. Use the terms in theylist e to fill in each blank.
See th of the !
a
of the of the
b
Uni te§’of America and the Declaration of Independence
will be on display tomorrow in the library!
Examine the names of all the men who signed them.
Learn about the fight for and justice!
Cc
Imagine that you are one of the first of the U.S.A.!
d
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® 2.(Circle) the word True | enti

MTer You Read @ NAME:

The Constitution of the é

Number the events from o to 9 in the order the
a) King George sent tfroops to America.
b) Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declara pendence.
c) The Constitution of the United State writt; %ed.

_ d) The War for Independence r eré

__ e) George Washington ser -Chief of the American

forces.
\ooooooooooooo

[ )
the word False if it’s false. o

A.

[ ]
° a) Benjamin Frankli the D i f Independence. o
. True se ®
° b) Another ngme or pendence is the Revolutionary War. °
° True Fals °
° ¢) Ameri W endence in 1780. :
° Tr
[ ]
e d) The US itution i asis for all other laws in the United States. L
° u False A
* e) stitution divides the government into two parts. °
* e False °
[ ]
[ ]
...0........................
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E[! Raeﬁohn(j ngggge NAME:

The Constitution of the U.S.

A Little History

group of American men wanted to tell the king just how mu ericans

. he King of England ruled the American colonies for years. Fin@lly, 76, a
wanted to be free of English rule. They chose Thomas J

rite The
ricans

on
Declaration of Independence. The Declaration told the king tha
believed that all men were created equal. They also belie h men had certain
rights including the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of h%.
Of course, King George was very angry. He sent Briti
the colonists. This was the beginning of the Revolution
for Independence. The war went on for seven long

Commander-in-Chief of the American forces in the
Americans won the war,

America to control
Iso known as the War
ge Washington was the
liberty. Then, in 1783, the

When the war ended, the next job was to wr lan for government and law
for the new United States of America. Many men, in€luding Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Geor ington helped write the Constitution.
These men, along with others, are callgd f unding Fathers because of the role they

played in starting the United State
oL , , )
/ Who Wro ? Constitution of the United States was written by
A several me e three of them and tell why they were called

)
— the F thers.

J
What Is the itution?
The Con the supreme law of the United States. It divides the government
into three par executive, the legislative, and the judiciary. It also states that any
citizen may take part in the government by voting. Each of the states had to ratify or
approve the Constitution.
© CLASSROOM COMPLETEQPRESS American Government CCP5757-3
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Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to
think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you
write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.

governments are not alike. Organize your thought:
government and discuss the purpose(s) of goverp

The Constitution of the United States ha important purpose for its
government. What is that purpose? What onstitution sometimes
called?

The Declaration of Independ tes that all citizens have certain
rights. What are three of the What document gives the citizens
these and other rights?

responsibilities. Think about the rights you
well as others. Discuss atf least one of the
nes along with them.

problems which must be solved. Some of these problems
they are present in most countries (for example, poverty).

The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What
document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers

called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.
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Crossword Puzzle! Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical,
or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!

Word List
impeach rights government powers anarchy resign
enforce nine veto branch ratify Aws
atify slected ; congress legislate run ader
gress nominate : )
: vote election party debate
. ‘ ernment  Senate ; par
checks democracy justice war

se resign : ’ >
Ben George : senator president constitutio clerk

“ democracy  good ' campaign
power :

ferm

9 IEn defend

anarchy
veto

N
P ]

17 . Down
1. A government should
- provide for the common
J of its citizens
. ,.. . . To command obedience

fo
The number of justices
(judges) on the U.S.
B A Supreme Court
e people . L?ﬁng’rh of time in elected
| someone or ofice
Makes federal laws
- . . Exists when there is no
. Congress is made up of the House of government in a country
Representatives and the To choose or select
. To keep safe from danger or attack ’
. Privileges that are due to people by law ;
. To approve arule or a law WE'Ch fhe pe?hple choose
. To say no to a proposed law or bill WRO goveins ihem
. Franklin »The_____of
) Washington Representatives
. To quit or leave office

Across
The person or g people who

—| 331010 QO] == D|[D|<|[—+O

. A form of government in
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NAME: The White House
(washington D.C.)

A Ter You Read @

Comprehension Quiz |

| -

the word True if the statement is true. Circle) the word False if it's false.

If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it correct.

1. A government is the person or group who makes the rules f; he other citizens in a
country.

True False
. Governments are not necessary in all countries.
True False

. Most governments in the Western Hemisphere a
True False

. The Declaration of Independence was writt e Revolutionary War in order to
set up a government for the new countr

True False

. Many men helped write the Constit United States.
True False

. The Supreme Law of the United e Declaration of Independence.

True False

. In a country with popula erej the citizens hold the highest power in the
government. %

True False

. The only way to cha onstitution of the United States is by the vote of the
Supreme Court.

True False

. The Supreme Court is the only branch of government in which the people cannot
directly vote for its members.

True False

10.The executive branch of government includes the vice-president and his staff.
True False

SUBTOTAL: /10
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The Constitution of the U.S.A.

Answer each question with a complete sentence. : g : Answers willvary : Across:

Life, liberty, and the : 1. government

3. The Declaration of Independence stated that all men are created equal and pursuit of happiness Y

have three basic rights. What are these three basic rights? elected

6. power

Executive, legislative, . 7. impeach
and judiciary :

11. Senate
12. defend

The Constitution divides the government info three branches. Each branch has a The cifizens : 13.rights
different purpose. What are the three branches? : :

14. ratify

© The first 10 amendments - 17. veto
| of the Constitution of the - 18. Ben

U.s.
19. George

Who chooses the representatives who will make the laws in a democracy? nforce the :

Down:

Legislative - the laws ~ : . good
+ Judicial - make sure the : :

, . . enforce
What is the Bill of Rights? . laws are Constitutional

. nine

1 - freedom of religion

| unreasonable search :

* and seizure : : 15. House
: 5 - due process : :
+ 6 - right to a speedy trial :
+ 7 - right to trial by jury

+ 8 - no excessive bail :
Become a Research Detective! 9 - guarantee of all rights :

Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following: Q)(y] ;ezoevrv;r;gs;:ﬂi "

' belong to state
You have learned about the Bill of Rights. In complete sentences tell the main idea | goveyTe
of each of the Amendments (there are ten!). Write your answers on the chart on the | %

next page.
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16. resign




