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NAME: 8 Refore You Read

Three Branches of
the Federal Government

Fill in each blank with the correct term. You may use a dic ry ou wish.
Some terms will be used more than once. Some terms wil ver.

separation powers justices judi egislative
Congress The Senate judiciary resentatives
executive President

1. The three branches of the federal government ar:
the branch, and the

branch,

2. The House of Representatives and the Sen

3. Only the President can a bill from becoming a law.
4. The chief executive of the United S %d the .

5. Another name for Supreme Co Supreme Court

6. The branch of government wh s decisions about the laws of the land is called

the
7. The branch of gover% h makes sure that the laws are followed is called the
C

8. The branch of which enacts laws is called the
branch.

of means that one person or branch of
government never has all power over the citizens.

10. Another name for a law that has not yet been approved by the President is a
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Three Branches of
the Federal Governm

If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it ¢

© © 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 06 06 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o e o 0 0 0 o o0
[ ]

° 1 the word True if the statement is true. @ rd False if it’s false.
a) After the war with Britain, the writers of the
monarchy.

ted to have a

S

True False

b) A system of checks and balances
can measure roads and check rai

members

True False

sure that no person

True False

d) The main job of the overnment is to make sure

True
e) The President@ima pe g) Justice of the Supreme Court.
True Fa
f) The judici m e that all laws agree with the
Constj
Tr Ise é
g) the Supreme Court is called the superior judge.
Tr False
h) use of Representatives and the Senate make the laws for the
country.
True False

i) It is not important for citizens’ rights to be considered in government.
True False

A10%
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Three Branches of
the Federal Government

fter the war with Britain, the writers of the Constitution knew est system
u of government would be one that split its control amon () re people or

groups. This idea is called separation of powers. They g w government
three branches. Each one would have its own jobs and resparsib .Also, each

stem of checks

branch would be able to check on the others’ work. This is
i hts were always

and balances. The goal would be to make sure that the
protected.

e, executive, and

nch has and the titles of
ollow the Constitution at
nt is in Washington, D.C., the

The three branches of the U.S. government are the legi
judicial. The Constitution describes the duties that
the people who carry out these duties. Each br
all times. The headquarters for each branch
nation’s capital.

The executive branch makes sure that the laws
President is the head of the executive
because many people and groups ar
President is the President’s main h
Article Two of the Constitution esta

the country are obeyed. The
The executive branch is very large

to help the President. The Vice

who assist are the President’s Cabinet.
d the executive branch.

at are the three branches of the United States
hich document describes the duties of each

The judici answers questions about the meaning of laws and whether or
onstitution. The highest court in the judicial branch is called the
Supreme Cou ine judges or Supreme Court Justices make decisions about laws and
other court matters. The head of the Supreme Court is called the Chief Justice. Article
Three of the Constitution established the judicial branch.
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Vﬁi'l}mg Task$

Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to
think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you
write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.

The Constitution of the United States has portant purpose for its
government. What is that purpose? What "67 Eonstitution sometimes
called?

The Declaration of Independ tes that all citizens have certain

rights. What are three of thesgli What document gives the citizens
these and other rights?

The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What
document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers

called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.
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Crossword Puzzle!

R

people who
veryone else
ernment, leaders
e people

. Congress is made up of the House of
Representatives and the

. To keep safe from danger or attack

. Privileges that are due to people by law

. To approve arule or a law

. To say no to a proposed law or bill

Franklin
. Washington

. To quit or leave office

gress
‘Q ernment

g

1 pown
1.

. To choose or select
. A form of government in

. The of

Word List

impeach rights
enforce nine
aftify elected
nominate
Senate
se resign
Ben George
democracy  good
power
ferm
defend
anarchy
veto

A government should
provide for the common
____ ofitscitizens

To command obedience
fo

The number of justices
(judges) on the U.S.
Supreme Court

Length of time in elected
office

Makes federal laws

Exists when there is no
government in a country

which the people choose
who governs them

Representatives
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Comprehension Quiz

MTer You Read @

Word Search

NAME:

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical,
or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!

government
veto
congress
vote
checks
senator

powers
branch
legislate
election

democracy

president

anarchy
ratify
run
party
justice
constitutio

resign
aws
ader
debate
war
clerk
campaign
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The Constitution of the United States

Answer each question in complete sentences.

1 Explain why the framers of the Constitution built a system of checks and

balances into the three branches of government.,

Briefly tell how a bill becomes a federal law.

Describe the qualifications a person
president of the United States.

o run for president or vice-

Name each branch of th

overnment and fell what each one does.

What form(s) of government is the best for its citizens and why?
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Three Branches of
the Federal Government

Answer the following questions in your notebook.

judicial branch.

2. Compare the duties of the executive branch of government with those of the

3. Name three qualities that a good President of the United States should have.

4. The members of Congress represent all the people who live in their state or district.

Why is it important for them to know how these people feel about the issues and

problems that exist there?

5. Become a Research Detective!

Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following:

The president’s cabinet is made up of fifteen departments, several advisors and the

Vice President.

The fifteen departments are listed below. What is the main job of each department?

Write your answers in your notebbook.

1 ar o) 2. t SFTh& lre@shury
art of ense : m the&lint
. Depar of ice ) T uldre

7. Department of Commerce

8. Department of Labor

9. Department of Housing and Urban Development

10. Department of Transportation
12. Department of Education Services
14. Department of Veterans’ Affairs

11. Department of Energy
13. Department of Health and Human
15. Department of Homeland Security
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Answers will vary

“any reasonable answer

“any reasonable answer

“any reasonable answer

ther countries to carry out president’s

I policy, set fax policy, print currency
sontrol U.S. armed forces
deral lands and natural resources

ederal laws are obeyed, supervise
5, act os fop fawyer for the US., give legal &
" binet members

ns, give weather information, fake
patents

for worker safety, help unemployed
2e federal labor laws

3 find homes, fund housing needs,

cdfion, enforc
n laws, provide financial aid programs
nd parents, provide money for drug

progroms for people with disabilities, :
nd poor with financial needs, ensure the +
xre for all citizens .

3neffs for veterans (6. pensions, medical  :
fors' benefits, Training) .

Yreats from foreign terrorists, enforce
surity lows, prevent further ferorist

Across:

1.
5.
6.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.
19.

government
elected
power
impeach
Senate
defend
rights
ratify
veto

Ben
George

Down:

1.

2
3.
4

15.
16.

good
enforce
nine

term

House

resign




