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1.

System of Checks and Balances

Write each term beside the correct meaning.

override reprieve veto pardon impeach resign cons nal democracy
checks and balances executive branch legislative bra icial branch

e ©6 06 6 06 0o 0 O Q )
[ ]
® 2.(Circle) the word Tr s e% . Circle) the word False if it's false. o
[ ]

| | a) To forgive the actions or cri

vernment can
not have too much

| | b) A plan in which one braph o
make sure that other b S

a public official who is accused of wrong-
before a group for judgment

power
| | c) The president, vic »and cabinet members
| | d) A system of g in which the people choose
who runs it
| e) To preven ening
| f) TheH %esen’roﬂves and the Senate
| g) To alaw
| ave office
|

nd or take away a court sentence

The federal court system and the U.S. Supreme Court

) Agreeing with the Constitution

DR A
2) |_Judicial Branch S B
3/ | Legislative Branch AL ¢

American Government CCP5757-5

MTer You Read @ NAME:

System of Checks and Ba

Use the words in the list to answer each question.

checks veto override pardon reprieve constitutional

‘ S approve a bill or law”?
on frial”?

onstitution”?

| | a) What is the term for,

b) Which term mea

¢) Which term me

d) This term o hold b eep equal”.

veto”?

f) This ger ns, i @

g% i ake away the punishment”?
[ )

|
|
I e) Which t
|

° a) Each branch oV, ecks the other two. °
o True als o
° b) President: e imp 4 *
° True ®
[ J
. c) The R @ ust | federal judges and justices of the Supreme
° Cour *
o False *
[ J
e d)ilhe judiicial branch can decide whether or not a president’s actions are
° tional. *
° True False ’
[}
® ¢e) There are seven justices on the Supreme Court. A
L True False A
® &6 © ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 o ® © 6 0 ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 0 0 o e 6 o o
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System of Checks and Balances

he government of the United States is built on a foundation he
T writers of the Constitution knew that no single person or bra vernment
should ever have enough power to take away the freedom hers. This is

why they included a system of checks and balances in the Congiiisii
checks, or holds back, the other two. This helps to keep the bala
all three branches.

. £ach branch
ower even in

The Checking Power of the Executive Branch

As the head of the executive branch, the President
legislative branch by using his right to veto, or prevent,
law approved by Congress is sent to the President i
approve the law, we say that it has been vetoed.

ck the power of the
m becoming a law. Each
roval. If he chooses not to

In fact, the President can approve or veto
changes, the Constitution. Having this ability
over the legislative branch. A two-thirds majority
override, or stop, a presidential veto.

ept one that amends, or
he President strong checking power
of the Congress is the only way to

/ Food for Thoug Jow does a system of checks and balances

y is this important?

\Ns

The President
following ways!

3. The presideént can reprieve, or take away the punishment, of people who have
been convicted of federal crimes.

© CLASSROOM COMPLETEQPRESS American Government CCP5757-5

Vﬁfl}ing Taskg

Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to
think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you
write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.

The Constitution of the United States ha
government. What is that purpose?
called?

portant purpose for its
onstitution sometimes

Rights always co
discussed in Wri

at they are present in most countries (for example, poverty).
esident of the United States, which three problems would you

The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What
document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers

called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.

© CLASSROOM COMPLETEQPRESS American Government CCP5757-5
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Crossword Puzzle!

N
P ]

17 .
Bl -
CY T

people who
veryone else
ernment, leaders
e people
| someone or

Across
The person or g

. Congress is made up of the House of
Representatives and the

. To keep safe from danger or attack

. Privileges that are due to people by law

. To approve arule or a law

. To say no to a proposed law or bill

Franklin
. Washington

“ democracy  good
power

9 IEn defend

Down
1.

gress nominate
‘Q ernment  Senate

. To choose or select
. A form of government in

. The of

. To quit or leave office

Word List

impeach rights
enforce nine
atify elected

se resign
Ben George

ferm

anarchy
veto

A government should
provide for the common
of its citizens

To command obedience
fo

The number of justices
(judges) on the U.S.
Supreme Court

Length of time in elected
office

Makes federal laws

Exists when there is no
government in a country

which the people choose
who governs them

Representatives
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Comprehension Quiz

the word True if the statement is true. Circle) the word False if it's false.

If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it correct.

1. A government is the person or group who makes the rules f;
country.

True False
. Governments are not necessary in all countries.
True False

. Most governments in the Western Hemisphere a
True False

he other citizens in a

. The Declaration of Independence was writt
set up a government for the new countr

True False

e Revolutionary War in order to

. Many men helped write the Constit
True False

United States.

. The Supreme Law of the United
True False

e Declaration of Independence.

True False

. In a country with popula erej the citizens hold the highest power in the
government. %

. The only way to cha
Supreme Court.

True False

onstitution of the United States is by the vote of the

. The Supreme Court is the only branch of government in which the people cannot

directly vote for its members.
True False

10.The executive branch of government includes the vice-president and his staff.

True False

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE/.@PRESS
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Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical,
or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!

government powers anarchy resign
veto branch ratify Aws
congress legislate run ader
vote election party debate
checks democracy justice war
senator president constitutio clerk
campaign
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The Federal Government

The Supreme Court
Judicial

A

President
Vice-President

CONS'I;LITI (0

Senate

Con!ress
&4

House of
Representatives
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System of Checks and Balances

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

3. What is the purpose of a system of checks and balances in the U.S. government?

When might a president pardon someone who has been convicted of a federal
crime?

Explain this statement: “Freedom is the foundation of democracy”.

Why do you think the writers of the Constitution were so firm about making sure no
branch had more power than the other two? (Hint - remember the situation with
England.)

A€ MIARIKING

What is the only means of overriding a presidential veto?

How can the judicial branch check the legislative branch?

© CLASSROOM COMPLETEQPRESS American Government CCP5757-5

To keep the
balance of power
equal

Accept any
reasonable answer

Accept any
reasonable answer

R,

Accept any
reasonable answer

AN

' A two-thirds vote of

Congress

Accept any
reasonable answer

Answers will vary

Across:

1.
5.
6.
7.

11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.
19.

government
elected
power
impeach
Senate
defend
rights

ratify

veto

Ben

George

Down:

1.

2
3.
4

15.
16.

good

. enforce

nine

. term

e
ocfracy
House

resign

EY




