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NAME: 8 Refore You Read

Electing a Government

Write the correct term in each blank. You may use your dictionary if you wish.

electors candidate requirements to run for the presid presides
eight requirements to run for the vice-presidency t resident
political party primary elections nominate idenfidl term
campaign major political parties in the U.S. Se election
House of Representatives term state govern consecutive

Democr

| | 2. succee résident if he is not able
tos

| | 3. o) s which are designed to help
get elected to public office
| | ct or choose

| rson who wants to hold public
ffice
. d

irects or runs

one after the other

six years

N

a group with the same ideas about
running the government

10. four years

11. people who belong to the Electoral
College

12. the time when citizens vote for the
candidates of their choice

| | 13. bornin the U.S., at least 35 years old, and
have lived in the U.S. for 14 years.

| | 14. two years

| | 15. generally are set up in the same manner
as the federal government
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MTer You Read @ NAME:

Electing a Governme

L the word True if the statement is frue.

Ise if it’s false.

[ ]
° a) In a democracy only a few of the government leaders @ ed by the citizens. °
° True False °
[ J
o b) A person who was born in Canada could beco re t of the United States. (]
o True False o
° c) A presidential term lasts for four years. b
° True False i
° d) A person must be 40 years old fo run S of ¢
° True False i
[ J
® ¢) Primary elections are held when,mo n'one @ esires the same political A
° office.
[}
. True \J
[ J
® f) Ifisnot very difficult to runfo id f 1l nited States. X
L True A
® @6 6 06 0 0 0 o0 o .9............
2. Write each term begide ifs

electors major political parties in the U.S.
Vice-Presi resentatives term presidential term

Democrats and Republicans

b) Becomes president if the president cannot
serve for some reason

¢) Four years

e) Two years

f) Activities which are designed to help a person

| d) A person who is running for public office
| get elected to public office.

| | g) People who belong to the Electoral College

0%
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E[! Raeaolm(g ngggge NAME:

Electing a Government

ince the United States is a democracy, all of its government lea ected,
B or chosen by the citizens. The Constitution states all the req

federal office. These must be fulfilled before a person canr
candidate for President or Vice-President of the United States
born in the United States, (2) be at least 35 years old, and (3) h
States for the last fourteen years. The office of the vice-pr

for each
office. A

a citizen

in the United
so very important
because the vice-president is the person who takes ove nt if something
happens that makes the president unable to serve. Th ion also sets the term
limits for all federal offices. The President can only serve nsecutive terms (a total of
eight years). The presidential elections are held e ears. Elections for the Senate
are held every six years and those for the Hou esentatives are held every two

years. A person who runs for a political offic d G candidate.

2
/ Put on Your Thinki A president can only serve two terms
\\ A (eight years). d this limit be very important - when
— — someone w very good job as president or when
someone very bad job as president? Why?
J

Political Parties

nit

Inthe U ere are two main political parties made up of groups of people
who share e [deas about how they think the government should be conducted.

These partie e Democrats and the Republicans.
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@ Vﬁfl}ing Tasks

Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to
think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you
write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.

governments are not alike. Organize your thoughts R
government and discuss the purpose(s) of goverp .\ t.In
portant?

The Constitution of the United States ha portant purpose for its
government. What is that purpose? What onstitution sometimes
called?

The Declaration of Independ
rights. What are three of thes
these and other rights?

tes that all citizens have certain
What document gives the citizens

responsibilities. Think about the rights you
well as others. Discuss atf least one of the
es along with them.

sroblems which must be solved. Some of these problems
they are present in most countries (for example, poverty).

The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What
document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers

called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.
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M Ter You Read @

Crossword Puzzle!

R

people who
veryone else
ernment, leaders
e people

. Congress is made up of the House of
Representatives and the

. To keep safe from danger or attack

. Privileges that are due to people by law

. To approve arule or a law

. To say no to a proposed law or bill

Franklin
. Washington

gress nominate
‘Q ernment  Senate

9 IEn defend

1 pown
1.

. To choose or select
. A form of government in

. The of

. To quit or leave office

Word List

impeach rights
enforce nine
aftify elected

se resign
Ben George
democracy  good
power
ferm

anarchy
veto

A government should
provide for the common
____ ofitscitizens

To command obedience
fo

The number of justices
(judges) on the U.S.
Supreme Court

Length of time in elected
office

Makes federal laws

Exists when there is no
government in a country

which the people choose
who governs them

Representatives
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Comprehension Quiz

Answer each question in complete sentences.

1 Explain why the framers of the Constitution built a system of checks and

balances into the three branches of government.,

Briefly tell how a bill becomes a federal law.

Describe the qualifications a person
president of the United States.

o run for president or vice-

Name each branch of th

overnment and fell what each one does.

What form(s) of government is the best for its citizens and why?
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Mter Yu Real @ NAVE:

Word Search

Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words may be horizontal, vertical,
or diagonal. A few may even be backwards! Look carefully!

government powers anarchy resign
veto branch ratify Aws
congress legislate run ader
vote election party debate
checks democracy justice war
senator president constitutio clerk
campaign
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MTer You Read @

Electing a Government

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

Describe at least three reasons that could keep a person who would like to be
president of the United States from running for that office. (Hint - remmember the
requirements stated in the Constitution and also what it takes to run a campaign
for the presidency.)

Before 1951 presidents could serve for many terms. Franklin D. Roosevelt was
elected four times! The Twenty-second Amendment limited a president’s
consecutive terms to two terms. Tell why you think this amendment was passed.

What do we call the chief executive of a state? Discuss some of the jobs that you
think a state chief executive would have.

Become a Research Detective!

Use your reference books or the Internet to find out how many Presidents of the
United States have not completed their terms in office and why. List the name of the
president, the reason for not completing the term, and the cause for not completing

the term.
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age, place of birth, :

resources, efc.

to restrict power

overnor

Because the Vice
President has to
f ove th

en

T r

Accept verified
answers

Across:

1. government
5. elected
6. power
7. impeach
11. Senate
12. defend
13. rights

14. ratify

17. veto

18. Ben

19. George

Down:
1. good
2. enforce
3. nine
4. ferm

. demdcrac
15. House
16. resign

ER KEY




