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Activity Four
Women’s Suffrage

4A

Directions; Use the timeline below to answer the following questions.

1838- Women can vote in the Pitcairn Islands.

1862- Women can vote in local elections in Australia.

1883- Widows can vote in Canada.

1918- Women can vote in the United Kingdom and Canada.

1920- Women can vote in the United States.

1945- The United Nations declares that all citizens should have the right to vote.

1980- Women are allowed to vote in Iraq.

1. Which country was the fi rst to allow women to vote? 

 

 

2. What year were widows granted the right to vote in Canada?

 

 

3. What event occurred in 1980?

 

 

4. What decision did the United Nations make in 1945?

 

 

5. What year did all women gain the right to vote in Canada?
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Activity Six
The Electoral College

In the United States, the people do vote for the president in the popular vote, but the 

Electoral College chooses which candidate will serve as leader. This system was created 

by the U.S. founding fathers as a way to protect the best interests of the people.

Each state is allowed a number of electors, based on the state’s population. The 

summer before the election, the electors are chosen. Each state has a different process, 

but electors may not be government representatives.

On Election Day, the electors vote. In most states, the candidate that wins receives all of 

the state’s electoral votes. A few states divide their electoral votes.

Although the result of the Electoral College is usually the same as the popular vote, this 

is not always the case. For example, the winner of the popular vote was Al Gore, but 

the winner of the Electoral College was George W. Bush. As a result, George W. Bush 

became president.

1. What is the popular vote?

 

2. What determines the amount of electoral votes given to each state?

 

 

3. When do electors vote?

 

 

4.  Explain how the results of the 2000 U.S. Presidential Election were impacted by the 

Electoral College?
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Activity One
City of Webster Election Results

Directions: The table below contains the results of four elections in the city of 
Webster. Use the information in the table to answer the questions.

1. What year was voter turnout the greatest? 

2.  In the year that crime prevention was a major election issue, what was the 

percentage of voter turnout? 

3. What two years had the lowest voter turnout? 

4. What were the major election issues in the years with the lowest voter turnout? 

 

 

5. In 2009, what was the main election issue? 

6.  The issue that had the greatest percentage of voter turnout was raising school 

taxes. In your opinion, why do you think more people voted on this issue than 

any other issue?

 

 

Election Year Major Issue Voter Turnout (%)

2003 Road Construction 47

2005 Raising School Taxes 64

2007 Construction of a New Recycling Center 52

2009 Crime Prevention 56
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Activity Three
The Carter Center

Not every country has free and safe elections. Throughout the world, many countries 
have needed help from other organizations in order to have safe and fair elections.

The Carter Center was founded in 1982 by Jimmy Carter, a former U.S. President. The 
purpose of the Carter Center is to advance human rights and help end suffering. One of 
the main areas of interest is observing international elections. 

The Carter Center helps in the entire election process. They arrive months before the 
elections to help make sure there are proper voter registration and education programs. 
Workers from the Carter Center also make sure that campaigning is fair.

On Election Day, Carter Center workers make sure voters can safely enter and exit 
polling places. They also make sure that no one tampers with votes or try to scare voters. 

Since 1989, the Carter Center has monitored over 60 elections in many countries 
throughout the world. Some of those countries include Ethiopia, Israel, Nigeria, and 
Indonesia. 

1.  What is the purpose of the Carter Center? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.   What does the Carter Center do before the election? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What do Carter Center workers do to help prevent vote fraud? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How many countries has the Carter Center helped since 1989?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Five
The United Nations

The United Nations was established in 1945, after World War II. At that time, the main purpose 
of the United Nations was to help countries settle disagreements and confl icts before they 
became major problems. The hope was to avoid another world war.

The United Nations was built in New York City on land donated by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
Although it is located in the United States, the United Nations is international territory and 
does not belong to any one country. The United Nations recently began moving to another 
location in New York City because the original building was out of date.

When the United Nations opened, they had 50 members. The countries that were the main 
victors of World War II each had a permanent membership and had veto powers. Those 
countries included China, the United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and France.

The United Nations now has 192 countries as members, which means that almost all the 
people of the world are represented. One of the main purposes of the United Nations now is 
to ensure safe and free elections throughout the world. They have helped monitor elections in 
Afghanistan and East Timor, helping them become democratic countries.

1. What was the main purpose of the United Nations after World War II? 

 

 

2. What country owns the United Nations?

 

 

3. Who were the fi rst permanent members?

 

 

4.  How has the United Nations helped East Timor and Afghanistan become democratic 

countries?
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Activity Two

Government Profile

Directions: Select a country. Using the research tools available to you, provide 
the answers to the prompts below.

1. Identify your country 

2. Name the head of state 

3. How long has this person been head of state? 

4. Name the head of government 

5. How long has this person been head of government? 

6. Who creates the laws in this country? 

7. Who chooses the leader of the country? 

8. How long does the leader serve? 

9. Identify the system of government 

10.  Explain your answer to number 9 in one to two sentences. Be sure to give factual

information to support your answer.
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1. Match each of the words below with the correct meaning. You may use a
 dictionary to help you.

History of the Voting System

2. Voting is an important part of being a citizen. List three reasons why it is 
important to vote.

 a)

 b)

 c)

3. There are several countries in the world where people are not allowed to vote. 
This could be because of their race, religion, or gender. Do you believe this is fair? 
Answer in two to three complete sentences.

option

ancient

election

democratic

medieval

cast

A government by the people

From the Middle Ages

To choose by voting

Very old

To place a vote

A choice

A

B

C

D

E

F

a

b

c

d

e

f
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History of the Voting System
  

1.

a) Voting was created by the ancient Romans.
  TRUE FALSE
b) Voting allows the people to choose their leaders.
  TRUE FALSE
c) Switzerland was the first country to let women vote.
  TRUE FALSE
d) Every country allows all their citizens to vote.
  TRUE FALSE
e) Medieval Venetians elected members to the Great Council.
  TRUE FALSE
f) The Carter Center helps elections around the world.
  TRUE FALSE

3. The medieval Venetians created approval voting. In your own words, 
summarize how approval voting works. Your answer should be two to three 
sentences.

Voters cast a vote for 
every candidate they 
like. They do not vote 
for candidates they 
do not like.

a)  Greeks voted 
using broken pots.

b)  Women had the 
right to vote in 
Canada.

2. Circle the event that happened first.

 a) Greeks voted using broken pieces of pots.
  Venetians used approval voting.

 b) Women had the right to vote in Saudi Arabia.
  Women had the right to vote in Canada.

Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if  
it is FALSE.
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oting is an important part of a democratic government. It is a way for 

the people to choose between a number of different options. Voting can 

be used in everyday life in order to make decisions. Voting is used in elections 

because it allows the people to select the leaders they believe in most.

Voting has been used by governments for thousands of years. It is believed that 

voting was first created by the ancient Greeks in the 6th century B.C. There are no 

exact records, but most experts believe voting started around 508 B.C. 

In ancient Greece, only male landowners could vote. This means that there were 

very few votes. These votes were written on broken pots and then counted. This 

way of voting was also used to choose leaders in ancient India, Pakistan, and 

Afghanistan.

In medieval Venice, a new form of voting was created in the 13th century. This 

new type of voting is called “approval voting”. In this system, voters cast a vote 

for every choice they feel is acceptable. They do not vote for people they do 

not like.

Medieval Venetians elected representatives to the Great Council. This group 

had forty members. This was one of the models for the parliamentary system of 

government.

 How did ancient Greeks vote?

STOP

V
History of the Voting System

...................
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1.  Imagine that you could be the next leader of your country. What issues 

would be important to your voters. Write a speech, describing what 

you would do if you were given the power to lead your country.

2.  Is your country’s government a dictatorship, or does it follow either 

the presidential or parliamentary system of government? Use specific 

examples from the text you have read to support your answer. 

3.  Which form of government do you think best represents the citizens? 

Provide three examples that substantiate your opinion.

4.  Complete the “Dictator vs. Elected Leader” graphic organizer. In your 

essay, compare and contrast the two different types of leadership. 

Be sure to give examples from your reading and research in order to 

support your answer.

5.  Voter turnout is becoming a very large problem in the electoral 

process. What can be done to improve voter turnout? Create a plan 

that would help improve voter turnout in your area. Suggest three 

ideas to improve voter turnout and describe how these ideas can 

become reality. 

6.  Select a prime minister, president, or dictator from the 20th century. 

Complete the “Biography Timeline” graphic organizer. Write a 

biography of this leader, including how the leader came into power 

and how their leadership was impacted by world events.

Writing Tasks
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across

 1. A government by the people

 3. The power of a president to stop a law

 5. To change

 7. Turned down

 9. Changing

 11. A leader with absolute power

 15. To make certain

Down

 2. Out of date

 4. Under command

 6. The right to vote

 8. Trickery

 10. To set up

12. Very old

13. Qualified

14. The people of a country

1 2 4

  

3 13

6

9 12

11 10

5 8

14

7

15

WORD LIST

ancient citizens compulsory

democracy denied dictator

eligible ensure fluctuating

fraud install obsolete

reform suffrage veto
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Comprehension Quiz
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5

5Match the term on the left with the correct definition on the right.

Term The power to stop a law1 A

Veto  To change2 B

Democracy A period of time3 C

Compulsory A government by the people4 D

Reform Under command5 E

Part A

Part B

SUBTOTAL:  /10
18

a) The people elect the prime minister.

  TRUE FALSE

b) Technology can lead to electoral reform.

  TRUE FALSE

c) There are free and open elections in a dictatorship.

  TRUE FALSE

d) The ancient Romans were the first to vote.

  TRUE FALSE
e) Women have not always been allowed to vote

  TRUE FALSE

a) FALSE

b) TRUE

c) FALSE

d) FALSE

e) TRUE

Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if 
it is FALSE.
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards. 

Word Search
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option
monarch

fluctuating
cast

parliament
reform

medieval

  select
  component

  election
  dictator
  ensure
  citizens
  military

      obsolete
      democracy

      install
    fraud
      term

     funding
      execute

bill
suffrage

veto
denied
cabinet
enforce

T C E L E S R S E T U C E X E G H F
U W E O L T K O B S O L E T E N J L
F Y T P U O T D I N E T E T P T Z U
H O P T I O N O I T C E L E N A C C
M T E S U F F R A G E N T R F M U T
Q A W A N H E S R H T I P M J P L U
U E F C K C A B I N E T R R T E G A
V D E R U S N E S R H O E R O R E T
F E R T H Y V S E K T W F O Y E L I
I X T C Y F L L U A B J O T U D E N
N W E O A S A U T T O J R K F J E G
S E F A M V N C D V H I M A D Q D S
T O E C E S I Q A C E R C U V A C X
A S W I C D E U R V O M A T K P O O
L T D T J K D A C R Y R L U D Z M A
L E N I A B N S H U F C T W E N P P
M E R Z F O T A P T H J C A N P O G
P S D E M O C R A C Y R E N I T N L
O I R N E Y E N F O R C E G E I E U
I A W S N P R J W S E T S K D B N L
R M I L I T A R Y G S I Q N P R T E
A Q L U T K E T A K H R U O L U T J
P A R L I A M E N T P F L R B I L L

After You Read...................

C
RO

SS
W

O
RD

AS
SE

SS
M

EN
T

W
O

RD
 S

EA
RC

H

C
O

LO
R 

PO
ST

ER
S



© EZ

W
o

rld
 Ele

c
to

ra
l Pro

c
e

sse
s C

C
P5762-1 7 10 11

2.

1.

Answers will vary.

3.

Answers will vary.

Fa

b

c

d

e

f

D

E

C

A

B

8

Votes were written on 
broken pots and counted.

2.

1.

3.

a) FALSE

 
b) TRUE

 
c) FALSE

d) FALSE

e) TRUET

f) TRUE

Voters cast a vote for 
every candidate they 
like. They do not vote 
for candidates they 

do not like.

a)  Greeks voted 
using broken pots.

b)  Women had the 
right to vote in 
Canada.

Answers will vary.

4.

5.

Answers will vary.
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Crossword Puzzle!

D E M O C R A C Y

B O   

S M

V E T O P E

L U S L

E L F L U C T U A T I N G

D I C T A T O R S F N G

N E O F C I

S R E F O R M I B

T Y R A E L

A A G N E

L C U E T

L D E N I E D

T

I

Z

E N S U R E

N

S

1 2 4

5 8

9

6

12

133

1011

14

7

15

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© World Electoral Processes CCP5762-1
11

History of the Voting System

4. Imagine you could interview a woman in Saudi Arabia who is not 
allowed to vote in her country’s elections. List three questions 
you would ask her about this topic.

 a) 

 b) 

 C) 

5. If you were a leader in a country like Saudi Arabia that did not allow women 
to vote, would you change this? Your explanation should be at least two to 
three sentences.
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