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Activity Four
Women’s Suffrage

4A

Directions; Use the timeline below to answer the following questions.

1838- Women can vote in the Pitcairn Islands.

1862- Women can vote in local elections in Australia.

1883- Widows can vote in Canada.

1918- Women can vote in the United Kingdom and Canada.

1920- Women can vote in the United States.

1945- The United Nations declares that all citizens should have the right to vote.

1980- Women are allowed to vote in Iraq.

1. Which country was the fi rst to allow women to vote? 

 

 

2. What year were widows granted the right to vote in Canada?

 

 

3. What event occurred in 1980?

 

 

4. What decision did the United Nations make in 1945?

 

 

5. What year did all women gain the right to vote in Canada?
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Activity Six
The Electoral College

In the United States, the people do vote for the president in the popular vote, but the 

Electoral College chooses which candidate will serve as leader. This system was created 

by the U.S. founding fathers as a way to protect the best interests of the people.

Each state is allowed a number of electors, based on the state’s population. The 

summer before the election, the electors are chosen. Each state has a different process, 

but electors may not be government representatives.

On Election Day, the electors vote. In most states, the candidate that wins receives all of 

the state’s electoral votes. A few states divide their electoral votes.

Although the result of the Electoral College is usually the same as the popular vote, this 

is not always the case. For example, the winner of the popular vote was Al Gore, but 

the winner of the Electoral College was George W. Bush. As a result, George W. Bush 

became president.

1. What is the popular vote?

 

2. What determines the amount of electoral votes given to each state?

 

 

3. When do electors vote?

 

 

4.  Explain how the results of the 2000 U.S. Presidential Election were impacted by the 

Electoral College?
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Activity One
City of Webster Election Results

Directions: The table below contains the results of four elections in the city of 
Webster. Use the information in the table to answer the questions.

1. What year was voter turnout the greatest? 

2.  In the year that crime prevention was a major election issue, what was the 

percentage of voter turnout? 

3. What two years had the lowest voter turnout? 

4. What were the major election issues in the years with the lowest voter turnout? 

 

 

5. In 2009, what was the main election issue? 

6.  The issue that had the greatest percentage of voter turnout was raising school 

taxes. In your opinion, why do you think more people voted on this issue than 

any other issue?

 

 

Election Year Major Issue Voter Turnout (%)

2003 Road Construction 47

2005 Raising School Taxes 64

2007 Construction of a New Recycling Center 52

2009 Crime Prevention 56
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Activity Three
The Carter Center

Not every country has free and safe elections. Throughout the world, many countries 
have needed help from other organizations in order to have safe and fair elections.

The Carter Center was founded in 1982 by Jimmy Carter, a former U.S. President. The 
purpose of the Carter Center is to advance human rights and help end suffering. One of 
the main areas of interest is observing international elections. 

The Carter Center helps in the entire election process. They arrive months before the 
elections to help make sure there are proper voter registration and education programs. 
Workers from the Carter Center also make sure that campaigning is fair.

On Election Day, Carter Center workers make sure voters can safely enter and exit 
polling places. They also make sure that no one tampers with votes or try to scare voters. 

Since 1989, the Carter Center has monitored over 60 elections in many countries 
throughout the world. Some of those countries include Ethiopia, Israel, Nigeria, and 
Indonesia. 

1.  What is the purpose of the Carter Center? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.   What does the Carter Center do before the election? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What do Carter Center workers do to help prevent vote fraud? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How many countries has the Carter Center helped since 1989?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity Five
The United Nations

The United Nations was established in 1945, after World War II. At that time, the main purpose 
of the United Nations was to help countries settle disagreements and confl icts before they 
became major problems. The hope was to avoid another world war.

The United Nations was built in New York City on land donated by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
Although it is located in the United States, the United Nations is international territory and 
does not belong to any one country. The United Nations recently began moving to another 
location in New York City because the original building was out of date.

When the United Nations opened, they had 50 members. The countries that were the main 
victors of World War II each had a permanent membership and had veto powers. Those 
countries included China, the United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and France.

The United Nations now has 192 countries as members, which means that almost all the 
people of the world are represented. One of the main purposes of the United Nations now is 
to ensure safe and free elections throughout the world. They have helped monitor elections in 
Afghanistan and East Timor, helping them become democratic countries.

1. What was the main purpose of the United Nations after World War II? 

 

 

2. What country owns the United Nations?

 

 

3. Who were the fi rst permanent members?

 

 

4.  How has the United Nations helped East Timor and Afghanistan become democratic 

countries?
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Activity Two

Government Profile

Directions: Select a country. Using the research tools available to you, provide 
the answers to the prompts below.

1. Identify your country 

2. Name the head of state 

3. How long has this person been head of state? 

4. Name the head of government 

5. How long has this person been head of government? 

6. Who creates the laws in this country? 

7. Who chooses the leader of the country? 

8. How long does the leader serve? 

9. Identify the system of government 

10.  Explain your answer to number 9 in one to two sentences. Be sure to give factual

information to support your answer.
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Suffrage: The Voting Process,  
Compulsory Voting, and Voter Turnout

3. Many countries have compulsory voting. Identify three countries. You may use 
the resources in your classroom to help you.

 a)

 b)

 c)

2. Every country has its own requirements for voters. Using the resources in your 
classroom, find two of the requirements for voters in your country. List those 
requirements below.

 a)

 b)

 a)  Qualified .

 b)  To carry out .

 c)  The right to vote .

 d)  Turned down .

 e)  Changing .

 f)  Under command .

1.  Write each word from the list next to the correct meaning. Use a 
dictionary to help you.

suffrage
denied

compulsory
enforce

fluctuating
eligible
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2. What is the minimum age to vote in the United States and Canada?

 

 

3.   In your own words, explain how war and media coverage can impact voter turnout. 

Your answer should be one to two sentences.

 

 

 

4.  Explain why voter turnout is decreasing in Canada. Your answer should be two to 

three sentences.
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a) Voter turnout is not high in countries with compulsory voting.
  TRUE FALSE
b) Iran is the only country with a minimum voting age of 15.
  TRUE FALSE
c) People who do not vote in countries with compulsory voting
 can be put in jail.
  TRUE FALSE
d) Voting requirements are the same throughout the world.
  TRUE FALSE
e) Voters do not need to register in the United States.
  TRUE FALSE

The minimum age to 
vote is 18.

1. Circle the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or Circle the word FALSE if  
it is FALSE.
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Suffrage: The Voting Process,  
Compulsory Voting, and Voter Turnout

S uffrage is a citizen’s right to vote. In different countries 

throughout history, many groups have been denied 

suffrage. This could be because of religion, race, age, 

gender, or social class.

In order to vote, a citizen must meet the requirements of the 

country. Every country has different requirements for voting. 

Most countries, including Canada and the United States, 

require voters to be at least 18 years old. The minimum voting 

age throughout the world falls between 15 and 21 years old. 

Currently, Iran is the only country with a minimum voting age of 15.

In most countries with a democratic government, citizens have the right to 

decide if they are going to vote. In these countries, there are no laws that require 

citizens to vote. If they meet the voting requirements and are registered to vote, 

they are free to choose if they want to vote.

This is not the case in every country. Some countries have compulsory voting. 

In these countries, citizens are required by the law to vote. Other countries that 

have compulsory voting do not force citizens to vote, but the citizen must still 

come to a polling place during the election so that their name can be checked 

from a list. 

There are laws in these countries to enforce compulsory voting. Every eligible 

citizen must register to vote. If people do not follow the law, they can be 

fined, made to complete community service hours, or even placed in jail. The 

consequence of breaking the law is different in each country.
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Hands-on Activities

1.  Basketball Review Game: At the end of the unit, you can use this game to help 

you prepare students for a unit quiz or test. Affix a basketball hoop to a wall in your 

classroom. On the floor in front of the basket, adhere three lines to the floor using 

tape. Assign each of these lines a point value. The closest line to the basket should 

be one point, the middle line should be two points, and the farthest line should be 

three points. Students will be divided into two teams, and one player will be at the 

hoop at a time. When the player answers the question correctly, they will throw a 

soft ball at the hoop in order to get points. If they miss the hoop or do not answer 

the question correctly, they will not be awarded points.

  Before starting the activity, you will need to prepare three categories of questions: 

easy (1 point), medium (2 points), and challenging (3 points). You can even involve 

the students in writing the questions.  The day before the basketball game, ask 

each student to write one of each type of question. You can then go through those 

questions and select the best questions for the game.

2.  Hold an Election: Select a policy or rule that would be relevant to the running 

of your classroom. This could include how chores are divided or whether or not 

homework will be assigned on weekends for one month. Students will have to work 

together to decide when the election will be held, design a ballot for the election, 

create a voting system that allows for voting privacy and security, and decide how 

votes will be counted.

3.  Roleplay: In the parliamentary system, the House of Representatives allows 

members to deliver 90 second statements about issues that are important to them. 

Allow students to select their own issues and speak as a member of Parliament 

for those 90 seconds. Each student should have the opportunity to roleplay, so 

you will need to set aside ample time. You may decide to act as the Speaker, the 

moderator of the statements, or you may decide to select a student to be the 

moderator. If you do decide to allow a student to be the Speaker, make sure that 

student can keep track of the time limitations before you begin the statements.
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across

 1. A government by the people

 3. The power of a president to stop a law

 5. To change

 7. Turned down

 9. Changing

 11. A leader with absolute power

 15. To make certain

Down

 2. Out of date

 4. Under command

 6. The right to vote

 8. Trickery

 10. To set up

12. Very old

13. Qualified

14. The people of a country

1 2 4

  

3 13

6

9 12

11 10

5 8

14

7

15

WORD LIST

ancient citizens compulsory

democracy denied dictator

eligible ensure fluctuating

fraud install obsolete

reform suffrage veto
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Comprehension Quiz

SUBTOTAL:  /15

3

3

3

3

3

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

Part C

1. Explain the purpose of the cabinet.

 

 

 

2. Explain how technology can cause electoral reform.

 

 

 

3. How long is a prime minister’s term of office?

 

 

 

4. Identify three reasons why people have been denied the right to vote.

 

 

 

5. How does compulsory voting affect voter turnout?
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1.  The cabinet 
advises the leader.

2.  Technology can 
make elections 
easier, faster, and 
fairer.

3.  A prime minister’s 
term lasts as long 
as they have 
Parliament’s 
support.

4.  Race, religion, 
gender, social 
status, and age 
are all reasons 
people have been 
denied the right to 
vote.

5.  Voter turnout is 
higher in countries 
with compulsory 
voting.
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards. 

Word Search
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option
monarch

fluctuating
cast

parliament
reform

medieval

  select
  component

  election
  dictator
  ensure
  citizens
  military

      obsolete
      democracy

      install
    fraud
      term

     funding
      execute

bill
suffrage

veto
denied
cabinet
enforce
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a) eligible

b) enforce

c) suffrage

d) denied

e) fluctuating

f) compulsory

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

7

2.

1.

3.

People can be 
fined, made to do 

community service, 
or put in jail.

a) FALSE

 
b) TRUE

 
c) TRUE

d) FALSE

e) FALSE

People register to 
vote each year on 

their tax forms. There 
have been some 
mistakes, so a few 
people could not 

vote.

The minimum age to 
vote is 18.

Voters that do not 
have confidence 
in their leader or 

government do not 
vote.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Answers will vary.

5.

6.

Answers will vary.

16

Crossword Puzzle!

D E M O C R A C Y

B O   

S M

V E T O P E

L U S L

E L F L U C T U A T I N G

D I C T A T O R S F N G

N E O F C I

S R E F O R M I B

T Y R A E L

A A G N E

L C U E T

L D E N I E D

T

I

Z

E N S U R E

N

S

1 2 4

5 8

9

6

12

133

1011

14

7

15
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5.  Do you believe compulsory voting encourages people to vote or threatens them 
into voting? Explain your answer in two to three sentences.
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6.   Imagine you lived in a country with compulsory voting. Do you 
think you would be more or less positive about the election 
process? Describe how you would feel. Your answer should be 
three to four sentences.
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