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Mao Zedong
Mao Zedong was the first leader of the Chinese Communist Party.  He led the party during 
the Chinese Civil War.  At the end of this war, Zedong and the Communist Party took over 
the leadership of China.

Zedong followed the example of Soviet Communism until 1958.  At this time, he decided 
to focus on farming.  This was called The Great Leap.  This was a total failure and led to a 
famine.

He then began The Cultural Revolution.  This program lasted ten years.  During this time, 
Zedong wanted to rid the country of any Capitalist ideas.  Books, records, newspapers, and 
other Western materials were banned.

After the death of Zedong in 1976, China has gradually changed.

1. Who was Mao Zedong?

2. What was the purpose of The Great Leap?

3. How long did The Cultural Revolution last?

4. What was the purpose of The Cultural Revolution?
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The Cuban Embargo

1. What goods did the United States receive from Cuba before the embargo?

2. Why did the United States place an embargo on Cuba?

3. Why is life difficult in Cuba?

4. When do experts believe the embargo will end?

Before the Cuban Embargo, the United States had a very close relationship with Cuba.  The 
United States traded with Cuba for sugar and tobacco.  Also, many United States citizens 
would go on vacation in Cuba.

In 1960, the United States decided not to trade with Cuba.  This is because Fidel Castro led a 
revolution.  When the revolution was over, Cuba was a Communist country.

Life has been very difficult in Cuba since the embargo.  They have very few resources and 
the people are very poor.  They can trade with very few people, so there is not a lot of 
money.

Many people would like to see the embargo lifted, but experts believe the embargo will only 
be lifted after Castro’s death.
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Child Labor Laws

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, the United States has laws called child labor 
laws.  These laws are meant to protect children from being exposed to dangerous 
working conditions.

The minimum age of employment is 14.  However, children can work in the 
entertainment industry and work as newspaper delivery people.  Children can also 
work on their parent’s farm in non-hazardous working conditions.

Children under 18 cannot work performing certain jobs.  These include coal mining, 
metal working, meat packing, demolition work, roofing work, or any work performed 
on dangerous machinery.

Many states also have child labor laws.  Before applying for a job, you should check 
the child labor laws of your state.

1. What is the purpose of child labor laws?

2. What jobs can children perform below the age of 14?

3. Identify two jobs children under 18 cannot perform. 

4. Why is it important to check the child labor laws before you apply for a job? 
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The Stock Market
Directions:  Use this worksheet to track a stock for one week.

Name of Company: 

What does the company do?  

Price on Monday:  

Price on Tuesday: 

Price on Wednesday: 

Price on Thursday: 

Price on Friday: 

Was your stock up or down at the end of the week?  

If you had the money, would you buy this stock?   

Explain why you would or would not buy this stock:  
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Activity Two

Directions:  Use the resources in your classroom to learn more 

about a New Deal program.

Name of the program: 

Date the program started:  

Date the program ended:  

Where was the program located:  

How many people worked for the program:  

The purpose of the program: 
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The Cold War
Directions:  Use the resources in your classroom to find definitions for the 

following terms.  Write your definition on the lines provided.

1. The Iron Curtain: 

2. Containment: 

3. Sputnik: 

4. Proletariat: 

5. Domino Theory: 
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The Industrial Revolution

a) Worked or created by hand

b) At first

c) Major

d) A person that buys goods

e) Something for sale

f) To move from one place to another 

1. Write each word from the list next to the correct meaning.  Use a 
dictionary to help you.

significant         consumer transport         
manual goods initially

   

2. As a result of the Industrial Revolution, many inventions were created.  
Use the resources in your classroom to list four of those inventions.

a) __________________________________________________________________________  

b) __________________________________________________________________________

c) __________________________________________________________________________

d) __________________________________________________________________________

3. Imagine what your life would be like without factories.  Make a list of four 
items you would not have in your everyday life if there were no factories.

a) __________________________________________________________________________  

b) __________________________________________________________________________

c) __________________________________________________________________________

d) __________________________________________________________________________
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The Industrial Revolution

2.  When did the Industrial Revolution begin? 

  

a) The steam engine was invented before the Industrial Revolution.

       TRUE          FALSE

b) The Industrial Revolution started in North America.

       TRUE          FALSE

c) Educational programs for children were not available to everyone.

       TRUE          FALSE

d) Railroads became important in transporting goods.

       TRUE          FALSE

e) Farming became very popular in the Industrial Revolution.

       TRUE          FALSE

3.  Compare labor before the Industrial Revolution to labor during the 
Industrial Revolution.  How did labor change?  Your answer should be two 
to three sentences.

1.  Circle  the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or  Circle  the word FALSE if 
it is FALSE.  
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he Industrial Revolution began 

in England during the mid 18th 

century.  The Revolution spread 

quickly throughout the world.

 There was a significant change during 

the Industrial Revolution.  Before the 

Industrial Revolution, most labor was 

manual labor.  This included farm work.  

After the Revolution, manual labor was 

replaced by machine work in factories.

 As a result, more factories were created.  

More and more people started working in factories.  Cities began to grow 

bigger and bigger as more people moved to work in the factories.

 During the Industrial Revolution, many machines were invented so that 

factories could be more productive.  Consumer demand was high because 

people had more money to spend on goods.  Machinery made it much easier 

to make those goods quickly, so prices dropped.  This allowed people to 

purchase even more goods.

 At this time, the steam engine was invented.  The steam engine was initially 

used in mining, but it was later used to help power the machines in large 

factories.

T
The Industrial Revolution

What was the steam engine initially used for?

STOP
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CHANGE:

Example 1: Example 2: Example 3:

CHANGE:

Example 1: Example 2: Example 3:

CHANGE:

Example 1: Example 2: Example 3:
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Across
1. Major
3. To move from one place 

to another
4. An industry controlled 

by one person or group
6. A period of ten years
7. Worked or created by 

hand
10. Mix with 

12. Shares of a company
13. Far away

16

Down
1. The amount available
2. Broken into pieces
5. Allowed
8. At first
9. Someone who sells 

items at a profit
11. Fall apart 
14. A business organization

Word List
collapse 
decade
distant
enterprise
fragmented
initially
interact

manual
merchant 
monopoly
permitted
significant
stock
supply
transport

Crossword Puzzle!

1 2 8

3

4 5

9

6

10 11

12

14

13

7
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Comprehension Quiz

SUBTOTAL:       /15

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.              

3
4. What impact has technology had on modern business? 

1. Why did people move from the country to the city during the Industrial 
Revolution?  3

3. How do large businesses benefit from Globalization?
3

2. How did President Franklin Delano Roosevelt help the United States recover 
from the Great Depression? 3

5. Why does the government protect people from the development of 
monopolies? 3
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Word Search

globalize
decade

stock
transport
manual
goods

Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

nations
strict

intervention
merchant
demand

fragmented

collapse
consumer
method

constantly
bankrupt

foundation

enterprise
monopoly

distant
permitted

corrupt
regulate

supply
exposed
dissolve
operate
option

exception
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1.

2.

Answers will vary

a) manual

b) initially

c) significant

d) consumer

e) goods

f) transport

3.

Answers will vary

2.

a) False

b) False

c) True

d) True

e) False

1.

3.

The Industrial 
Revolution began in 
the mid 18th century.

Before the Industrial 
Revolution, most 

people worked on 
farms.  After the 

Industrial Revolution, 
most people worked 

in factories.

7

The steam engine 

was initially used for 

mining.

People lived in the 
country before the 

Industrial Revolution.  
They moved to cities 
during the Industrial 

Revolution.

Factory workers 
did not receive the 

profits.  Children had 
to work in factories.

Answers will vary

4.

5.

6.

EZ
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Across:

1. significant

3. transport

4. monopoly

6. decade

7. manual

10. interact

12. stock

13. distant

Down:

1. supply

2. fragmented

5. permitted

8. initially

9. merchant

11. collapse

14. enterprise
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The Industrial Revolution

4.  What impact did the Industrial Revolution have on cities?  Your answer 
should be two to three sentences. 

5.  Explain why people became more interested in Communism as a result 
of the changes caused by the Industrial Revolution.  Your answer should 
be two to three sentences.

6. Imagine you could interview a child growing up during the Industrial 
Revolution.  List four questions you would ask that child about their life and 
experiences.

a) ____________________________________________________________________________  

b) ____________________________________________________________________________

c) ____________________________________________________________________________

d) ____________________________________________________________________________

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


