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Mao Zedong
Mao Zedong was the first leader of the Chinese Communist Party.  He led the party during 
the Chinese Civil War.  At the end of this war, Zedong and the Communist Party took over 
the leadership of China.

Zedong followed the example of Soviet Communism until 1958.  At this time, he decided 
to focus on farming.  This was called The Great Leap.  This was a total failure and led to a 
famine.

He then began The Cultural Revolution.  This program lasted ten years.  During this time, 
Zedong wanted to rid the country of any Capitalist ideas.  Books, records, newspapers, and 
other Western materials were banned.

After the death of Zedong in 1976, China has gradually changed.

1. Who was Mao Zedong?

2. What was the purpose of The Great Leap?

3. How long did The Cultural Revolution last?

4. What was the purpose of The Cultural Revolution?
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The Cuban Embargo

1. What goods did the United States receive from Cuba before the embargo?

2. Why did the United States place an embargo on Cuba?

3. Why is life difficult in Cuba?

4. When do experts believe the embargo will end?

Before the Cuban Embargo, the United States had a very close relationship with Cuba.  The 
United States traded with Cuba for sugar and tobacco.  Also, many United States citizens 
would go on vacation in Cuba.

In 1960, the United States decided not to trade with Cuba.  This is because Fidel Castro led a 
revolution.  When the revolution was over, Cuba was a Communist country.

Life has been very difficult in Cuba since the embargo.  They have very few resources and 
the people are very poor.  They can trade with very few people, so there is not a lot of 
money.

Many people would like to see the embargo lifted, but experts believe the embargo will only 
be lifted after Castro’s death.
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Child Labor Laws

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, the United States has laws called child labor 
laws.  These laws are meant to protect children from being exposed to dangerous 
working conditions.

The minimum age of employment is 14.  However, children can work in the 
entertainment industry and work as newspaper delivery people.  Children can also 
work on their parent’s farm in non-hazardous working conditions.

Children under 18 cannot work performing certain jobs.  These include coal mining, 
metal working, meat packing, demolition work, roofing work, or any work performed 
on dangerous machinery.

Many states also have child labor laws.  Before applying for a job, you should check 
the child labor laws of your state.

1. What is the purpose of child labor laws?

2. What jobs can children perform below the age of 14?

3. Identify two jobs children under 18 cannot perform. 

4. Why is it important to check the child labor laws before you apply for a job? 
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The Stock Market
Directions:  Use this worksheet to track a stock for one week.

Name of Company: 

What does the company do?  

Price on Monday:  

Price on Tuesday: 

Price on Wednesday: 

Price on Thursday: 

Price on Friday: 

Was your stock up or down at the end of the week?  

If you had the money, would you buy this stock?   

Explain why you would or would not buy this stock:  
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Activity Two

Directions:  Use the resources in your classroom to learn more 

about a New Deal program.

Name of the program: 

Date the program started:  

Date the program ended:  

Where was the program located:  

How many people worked for the program:  

The purpose of the program: 
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The Cold War
Directions:  Use the resources in your classroom to find definitions for the 

following terms.  Write your definition on the lines provided.

1. The Iron Curtain: 

2. Containment: 

3. Sputnik: 

4. Proletariat: 

5. Domino Theory: 
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Communism in the 21st Century

a) Slowly, over time 

b) Far away 

c) Fall apart 

d) Controlled 

1. Write each word from the list next to the correct meaning.  Use a 
dictionary to help you.

collapse distant gradual strict

2. Below is a map of Asia.  On the map, identify the Communist countries in 
Asia.  You can use the resources in your classroom to help you.

a) Color China blue

b) Color North Korea red.

c) Color Laos green.

d) Color Vietnam orange.

3. How far away is Cuba from the United States?  Use the resources in your 
classroom to help you.
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1.  Identify the five Communist countries discussed in the reading.

a)                                                                    

b)                                                                    

c)                                                                   

d)                                                                   

e)                                                                   

Communism in the 21st Century

9

2.  What change has China recently made that makes the country more Capitalistic? 

3.  What impact has the United States’ position on Communism had on the country of 
Cuba?  Your answer should be two to three sentences. 
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here are significantly fewer Communist 
countries in the world since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union.  The only 

Communist countries in the world are China, 
Cuba, Vietnam, North Korea, and Laos.

 The most influential Communist country is 
China.  China is a major world power and has 
the world’s highest population.  In the late 20th 
century, China has made several changes that 
are Capitalistic changes.  Citizens are now 
allowed to own private businesses.  Experts 
believe that this is a step towards a gradual 
change to Capitalism.

 Cuba is the closest Communist country to the United States.  However, the United States 
has a very distant relationship with Cuba.  U.S. citizens are not allowed to travel to Cuba, 
and the United States will not trade with Cuba.  As a result, life in Cuba has been very 
difficult for the citizens of Cuba.  Many Cubans have moved to the U.S. because life in 
Cuba has become too difficult.

 Cuba has had only one leader the entire time it has been a Communist country.  This 
leader is Fidel Castro, who helped lead the Cuban Revolution.  He has been in power for 
several decades.  It is believed by many experts that when Castro dies, Cuba will become 
a Capitalist country.

 North Korea is a very strict Communist country.  The government closely controls the 
economy and most of the components of social and academic life.  In North Korea, it is 
against the law to express opinions that are not in agreement with the government.  It 
is also against the law to study certain subjects and read certain books because they 
disagree with the North Korean government.

 Several other countries also have active Communist parties, but the countries are not 
Communist countries.  These countries include Italy, India, the United States, and many 
other countries.

T

Why have many Cubans come to live in the United States?

STOP

Communism in the 21st Century
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1. Grocery Shopping:  Divide the class into two separate groups: shoppers and shop 
keepers.  Ask the shoppers to make a list of everything they would need in order 
to make their lunch, including bread, meat, and fruits/vegetables.  Once you have 
approved their lists, you can then send the shoppers to the store owners.

Store keepers will be provided with a stack of numbered paper slips.  They will be 
instructed to hand these numbers to the shoppers after the shoppers have read their 
lists to the shop keepers.  Shoppers will then have to wait until their number is called.  
Once their number is called, some will receive partial food orders, while others will be 
told that they will have to come back at a later date.

After this activity, you can discuss how this shopping experience differs from the 
everyday shopping experience in the Western world.  What are the pros and cons of 
each system?  You can create a list as a class and display it in your classroom.

2. Globalization Map: Provide each student with a desk-sized map of the United States, 
Mexico, and Asia.  Each student should also have twenty coins.  In the beginning, all 
twenty coins should be placed on the United States.  You will then read the following 
statements to the students, and they will move their coins as instructed.         

1. The Rebound shoe company uses materials and constructs their shoes in 
American factories.  Keep all twenty coins in America.

2. It is discovered that plastic soles are cheaper when they are made in Korea.  
Take five coins from the United States and place them on Korea.

3. A new study shows that material made in Mexico can save millions a year.  Move 
seven coins from the United States to Mexico.

4. Count the coins left in the United States.  Eight coins should be left.

You can then lead a class discussion on the impact of globalization on the United 
States.  You can even work in conjunction with the Math teacher in order to run 
statistics and create graphs.

3. Track a Stock: Personal investments and the stock market play a vital role in a 
Capitalistic government.  Allow students to choose from four different stocks that 
you will also be following.  For two weeks, have students use the newspaper and the 
Internet to track their stock.  They will be responsible for reporting to you whether or 
not their stock went up or down.  Again, you can work with the Math department to 
help students graph their results.  At the end of the project, instruct students to write a 
short paragraph about what they learned from the experience.  
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Across
1. Major
3. To move from one place 

to another
4. An industry controlled 

by one person or group
6. A period of ten years
7. Worked or created by 

hand
10. Mix with 

12. Shares of a company
13. Far away

15

Down
1. The amount available
2. Broken into pieces
5. Allowed
8. At first
9. Someone who sells 

items at a profit
11. Fall apart 
14. A business organization

Word List
collapse 
decade
distant
enterprise
fragmented
initially
interact

manual
merchant 
monopoly
permitted
significant
stock
supply
transport

Crossword Puzzle!

1 2 8
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Comprehension Quiz

SUBTOTAL:       /15

Part C

Answer the questions in complete sentences.              

3
4. What impact has technology had on modern business? 

1. Why did people move from the country to the city during the Industrial 
Revolution?  3

3. How do large businesses benefit from Globalization?
3

2. How did President Franklin Delano Roosevelt help the United States recover 
from the Great Depression? 3

5. Why does the government protect people from the development of 
monopolies? 3
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Word Search

globalize
decade

stock
transport
manual
goods

Find all of the words in the Word Search.  Words may be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal.  A few may even be backwards!  Look carefully!

nations
strict

intervention
merchant
demand

fragmented

collapse
consumer
method

constantly
bankrupt

foundation

enterprise
monopoly

distant
permitted

corrupt
regulate

supply
exposed
dissolve
operate
option

exception
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2.

a) gradual

b) distant

c) collapse

d) strict

1.

China, North Korea, 
Laos, and Vietnam 

are Communist 
countries and should 

be colored as 
indicated.

3.

90 miles (145 km)

Life is too difficult in 
Cuba because of 
the trade situation.

2.

China

Cuba

Vietnam

North Korea

Laos

1.

People can now own 
their own businesses.

3.

U.S. citizens cannot 
visit Cuba.  The 

United States will not 
trade with Cuba.

5.

4.

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Across:

1. significant

3. transport

4. monopoly

6. decade

7. manual

10. interact

12. stock

13. distant

Down:

1. supply

2. fragmented

5. permitted

8. initially

9. merchant

11. collapse

14. enterprise

EZ

6.

Answers will vary
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1.  Identify the five Communist countries discussed in the reading.

a)                                                                    

b)                                                                    

c)                                                                   

d)                                                                   

e)                                                                   
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2.  What change has China recently made that makes the country more Capitalistic? 

3.  What impact has the United States’ position on Communism had on the country of 
Cuba?  Your answer should be two to three sentences. 
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