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A Refore 3011 Read NAME:

Sustainable Living

1. Have you ever heard of the tferms “Green building” or *Green business”? What do you
think the word "Green” means in these tferms?

2. Fossil fuels are burned to make electricity. Think about
your home. On the lines below, write seven things i

ays you use electricity in
that use electricity.

1)

2)

&
&
[

4)

5)

6)

7

3. a) Use adiction
below.

p the word ALTERNATIVE. Write the definition on the lines

The defi f rnative is:

b) What do you think is the meaning of the term “alternative fuel?”
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MTer You Read @ NAME:

Sustainable Living

1. Use the words in the list to answer the questions.

rainwater nontoxic wind fossil fuels
alternative fuels Green business plant p

a) Which source of en ses gioollution when
burned?

b) What is anoth ras

¢) Whatcan le i
instea solipre?,

d)y W ustai s catch to use for watering
s?
@ o, b materials do not have substances

€ business?

use to power frucks

ar or other living things?

power is renewable?

Whi%
h n used to make alternative fuels to power
iles?
2. Circle th e at a sustainable business might use o power
their store

oil bur, ughaces solar panels gasoline generators windmills
3. Unde goals of sustainable living.
use more petroleum oil create less waste recycle more materials

create less pollution use more fresh water spend more money
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NAME: ¥ ReadinG Passace

Sustainable Living

What are sustainable buildings?

n ome people choose to use sustainability as a goal & !

in designing buildings and running households. The ]'

goal of sustainable living is fo use as few resources and &8
produce as little waste as possible. Sustainable buildings, also il
called green buildings, are designed with these goals in mind. Ok
Green buildings often use:
e sources of electricity that do not use fossil fuel burning
* building materials that are nontoxic
e gsystems to catch rainwater and use it for watering

* recycled materials

/
~ 2
—

What are sustainable businesse
Businesses can also practice s . Laws require most businesses to take some
steps to conserve resources: e le, factories are not allowed to dump toxic
waste info the environme r, some business leaders are choosing to run their
businesses with the mod fainability.

For some businesses, sust y means recycling all materials and creating as

little waste as possi ePusinesses choose to run stores and factories using
renewable energy s e solar and wind power. Businesses that transport

goods can pra usiginability by choosing to run their trucks on alternative fuels.
Alternative fue use fossil fuels, so they create less pollution. They are often
made fro products, and so are renewable.

Sustainabl es are sometimes called “"Green” businesses. More and more,
business leaderSigire discovering that going “"Green” can save them money as well as
conserve resources for the future and protect the environment, When you choose to
buy products or services from a Green business, you are also helping save resources
and the environment.

Describe the goal of su

J
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NAME: MTer You Read @

Sustainable Living

4. Explain how using recycled products in a home can help sustainability.

5. Explain why Green buildings and Green businesses logk our€es of electricity that do
not use fossil fuel burning.

Extension & Application

6. Create a Green business guide!
By choosing to buy goods a
pollution, preserve the envi
people in your communi

sinesses, people can help reduce
natural resources for the future. Help
s by creating a Green business guide.
Step 1: Search the Inter . Look for businesses that have won
environmentg | Green business directories. Keep a list
of the busi i website address of the business. Then,
look in your e whether any of the businesses on your list
have lo Wri ir addresses and phone numbers. Check with
rce fo find out whether they give Green business
sses, or whether they keep a directory of local Green
ese on your list.
ages of your phone book are organized by
cate es. Sort the businesses on your list info similar categories to write your own
guide. For each entry in your guide, be sure to include:
* The name of the business
* A description of the services or products they provide
* Contact information, including their website, and a local address and phone number
if they have one
When you are finished, ask your tfeacher for help making copies of the guide to give to
students, teachers, family and friends.

Step 2:

i10;
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Gl Hands-On Acivily « 4
Classroom Composting

For this activity you will set up a system for composting food scraps and & ic
as
00 mpost pile.

maftter in your classroom. (Be sure to get your teacher’s permission first.)
outdoor space or a vegetable garden, you might choose fo sef up a
Otherwise, you can choose an indoor composting system, such as rm

Research your composting system. You may use Infernet or rces to find out more
about how to compost. Call your local waste management pa r local government’s
environmental department to ask if they offer compostin or information.

If you want to do an OUTDOOR compost pile, find ou wing information:

*  What is the best place to put a compost pile? HW mu@h room does it need? How far
away from structures should it be? Should it be i@ coveled area or out in the open?
Should it be in the sun or shade?

How should you begin your pile? Will you n
anything?
What is the importance of air in your compost ? What is the importance of heat? How

do you maintain the right amount of and air in your pile?
What types of organic matter can ur pile? How should you layer the different
types of organic matter?

Should you add anything to y pile? What do you need to do tfo maintain
your pile?

hole, or cover the ground with

If you want to do an INDOOR ¢

What is a worm bin, a can you get one?
How do you begin co in a worm bin? What do you need to add?
What types of org an be put in your worm bin? How much material can your

worm bin handl
What do you nge

pile, find out the following information:

O maintain your worm bin?

hen your compost is finished, and what you can do with it.

system. Give a presentation to the class to infroduce your system
O use if. Be sure everyone understands what they may and may not place
T@8k chart for any maintenance tasks that must be done over time. Have fun

Also find out how tO

Set up yo
and explain

ycling & C vation CCP5765-8

Comprehension Quiz
| _partc |

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1 Explain the difference between renewable and nonrenewable resources. Give @
examples of each.

Explain how reeyeling is a way to practice susiai @

What is the difference between w ion and sewage treatment? @

Give examples of how bur

| fuels harms the environment and human @
health.

Explain how going “"Gréen” can help a business save money and help the @
environment,

SUBTOTAL: /16

18"
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Mter JuReal @ NAVE

Crossword Puzzle!

EREEA

. animportant resou

. to turn a material fr
product

ing and washing

. the practice of saving and protecting natural resources

. the water that flows down the drain
. the gases in the atmosphere
. how solids are taken out of wastewater

Across Down
. recycling makes ar 1.
product intfo a new 2.

. what you do when you refill a water bottle 3.

5.
. broken down organicmatter 8.

. once-living
. harmful

arenewable resource that can
power a home

what happens to wastewater
everything that surrounds you
to use less

aresource that is quickly
replaced by nature

© CLASSROOM COMPLETE)@‘PRESS

A reservoir
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MTer You Read @

Sustainable Living

4. Explain how using recycled products in a home can help sustainability.

5. Explain why Green buildings and Green businesses look for sources of electricity that do
not use fossil fuel burning.

Extension & Application

6. Create a Green business guide!
By choosing to buy goods and services from Green businesses, people can help reduce
pollution, preserve the environment, and conserve natural resources for the future. Help
people in your community choose Green businesses by creating a Green business guide.
Step 1: Search the Internet for Green businesses. Look for businesses that have won
environmental awards. Look for national Green business directories. Keep a list

of t sig@ssaspyou fi o} r themmebsi regsgof ineess. Then,
lo u phon O se th f singsse r
a l's s. Write ir e h mBers &N
e ber of e n elhei N in

awards to small, local businesses, or whether they keep a directory of local Green

businesses. Include any of these on your list.
Step 2: Look at how the business pages of your phone book are organized by

categories. Sort the businesses on your list into similar categories o write your own

guide. For each entry in your guide, be sure to include:
* The name of the business
* A description of the services or products they provide
e Contact information, including their welbsite, and a local address and phone numiber
if they have one
When you are finished, ask your feacher for help making copies of the guide to give to
students, teachers, family and friends.
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Recycled products
do not use new raw
materials. They are

Answers will vary

+ sustainable because -
» their materials can be :
. recycled again and

again.

Fossil fuels are
not sustainable
because they are

nonrenewable. They

also create a lot

of pollution when Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Answers will vary






