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International Law Debate

People have different opinions on international law. Some people think that international 
law threatens the sovereignty of nations, so international law should only be used in extreme 
cases. Other people think that international law helps set benefi cial human rights and legal 
standards for all people. Have a debate about the role of international law, about how 
much international law is appropriate, and about how international law affects national 
sovereignty. Conduct a debate about the pros and cons of international law.

 1.  First, research both positions. Using the internet or library resources, fi nd out more about 
people’s opinions about international law. Also, be sure to fi nd evidence to support 
either position. Ask yourself the following questions:

 •  Why do some people think that international law is helpful to protect the rights 
of all people?

 •  Why do some people think that international law threatens the sovereignty of 
nations?

 •  What is the offi cial position of the United States about the International Criminal 
Court?

 • What is the position of other countries about the International Criminal Court?

 • How do opinions about international law differ around the world?

 2.  Write notes for your arguments and talking points. Write short, bulleted descriptions of 
your main arguments, and evidence to support them. Also, write descriptions of what 
you think the opposing side will argue, and your ideas and evidence to refute those 
arguments. 

 3.  Conduct the debate. Flip a coin to see which team begins fi rst. Each “turn” of the 
debate has three steps. The fi rst team states one argument. Then, the second team 
has time to refute that argument. Finally, the fi rst team has a chance to comment on 
what the opposing team said. Then, the second team takes their turn, beginning with 
an argument. The process continues until each team has had a chance to make all 
of their arguments. At the end, give the students in the class who are watching the 
debate a chance to comment on which team they thought won, and why.
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Cultural Diversity Slideshow

You learned that cultural diversity around the world has been threatened by cultural 
homogenization, and that people have been taking steps to preserve cultural traditions that 
have been in danger of becoming lost. 

 1.  Use the library or internet resources to research 10-12 traditional cultural practices 
from around the world that have been threatened by the adoption of Western 
culture. Examples of cultural practices include traditional arts, musical instruments, 
dances, clothing, languages, and food. 

 2. Choose a photo that represents each cultural practice. 

 3. Research the steps that people are taking to preserve each cultural practice. 

 4.  Using a slide show computer program, create a slide for each cultural practice. Each 
slide should contain the following:

 • A title; 

 • A photograph or visual image representing the practice;

 • 3-4 bullet points describing the practice and steps being taken to preserve it.

  The slideshow should also contain:

 •  An opening slide, with an introduction that draws people in and tells them why it 
is important to learn more about cultural diversity;

 • A closing slide, with a summary.

 5.  Be sure that each slide is clear and easy to read. Write a short script for yourself, so 
that you will know what to say for each slide during the slideshow presentation.

 6. Give the slideshow presentation to your class. At the end, ask if anyone has questions.

Ask your teacher for help and permission to post your slideshow on your class website.

Activity Five
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Create a Human Rights Brochure

A brochure is a handy way to get information to people. You can create a brochure 

showing people how international law protects human rights.

Get Ideas

Start by looking through sample brochures to get ideas about how they are laid 

out, and how graphics and text are used to present main ideas in a small space. 

Organizations such as banks, waste management companies, state parks, and 

water districts often put out brochures to help give people information. Ask your 

teacher or librarian for help fi nding a selection of brochures to study.

Lay Out Your Brochure

Usually, brochures are made by folding an 8 ½ × 11 in. paper into thirds. 

Decide where you are going to put the information about human rights and how 

they are protected by international treaties and agreements. Be sure to include:

 • a list of basic human rights;

 • the major treaties that protect human rights;

 • the international organizations that monitor and protect human rights.

Distribute Your Brochure

Ask your teacher for help making double-sided copies of your brochure. Fold the 

brochures and give them to your family and friends. You may want to share your 

brochures with other classrooms at your school.

Activity Four
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United Nations Concept Web

Create a detailed concept web to organize information about some of the major United 
Nations organizations including:

 • the World Trade Organization (WTO)

 • the World Court

 • the World Health Organization (WHO)

 • the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Use the library or internet resources to research the main goals of each organization. Add 
at least two more UN organizations to the list above. 

Construct your map on a large piece of poster paper so that you have plenty of room to 
include all of the main concepts about each organization. You may use the United Nations 
as the central concept, as shown below, or as a top-level concept if you would like to do a 
pyramid-style map. 

Activity Three

World
Court

UNICEF 

WHO

WTO

United 
Nations
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World Tourism News Story

Create a news story about a topic in world tourism. Choose a topic from the list 

below, or create one of your own:

 • Trends in world tourism over the past decade

 • The most popular world destinations this year

 • The positive and negative impacts of tourism in a particular area

 • “Green” tourism

 • Trips to historical sites

 • How tourism is affected by global health problems

 • The effects of tourism on local economies

Use the United Nation’s World Tourism Organization website (www.unwto.org) to 

research trends and topics in world tourism. 

Write Your News Report

Based on your research, put together a 5-10 minute news report. Be sure to 

include the following in your report:

 •  An introduction, which gives an overview of the information you will 

present;

 • Details about your topic, including photographs;

 • A summary of any conclusions or recommendations you have.

Present Your Report

If you have access to a video camera, fi lm your news report. Then, show the fi lm 

in class. If you do not have a video camera, set up a table in your classroom 

and give your presentation live. Be sure to practice a few times fi rst! 

Activity Two
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Activity One
The Global Infl uence of the Ottoman Empire

Create a poster highlighting one or more works from the Ottoman Empire that still 

exist or are used today. For example, you might choose:

 • A work of art

 • A building or other work of architecture

 • A scientifi c invention or idea

 • A tool or technology

Begin by using the library or internet resources to research the infl uence of the 

Ottoman Empire. Browse through the resources until you fi nd a work that is still in use 

today. Find out:

 • when the work was made or invented;

 • where the work was produced;

 • the historical background of the work;

 • who produced the work;

 • how the work infl uenced people;

 • where the work exists today and how it continues to infl uence people.

Create a poster showing the work. Include short descriptions of its history and 

infl uence. Display your poster in your classroom.
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1.  Think for a moment about how a modern Western lifestyle affects people’s health. 
For example, think about:

	 •	 inventions	and	technologies	in	medicine	and	in	everyday	life;
	 •	 the	ways	in	which	a	Western	lifestyle	affects	how	active	people	are;
	 •	 the	foods	people	eat	in	modern	Western	societies.

 a)	 	List	three	ways	that	a	modern	Western	lifestyle	might	help	people	stay	more	healthy.	

 
 
 

 b)	 	List	three	ways	that	a	modern	Western	lifestyle	might	harm	people’s	health.	

 
 
 

2.  Match the term on the left to its definition on the right. You may use a dictionary to  
help you.

diabetes1 a	chronic	lung	disease	that	inflames	and	
narrows the airways

A

2 asthma harmful materials that are put into the 
environment	by	people

B

3 obesity a disease in which the body does 
not produce or properly use insulin, a 
hormone	needed	to	process	sugars

C

preservation the	process	of	handling	food	to	keep	it	
from	spoiling

4 D

5 pollution a medical condition in which excess 
body fat builds up to the point where it 
harms health

E
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1. Write each term beside its meaning.

 disease infectious epidemic pandemic

 quarantine chronic refrigeration WHO

a)	 	an	ongoing	medical	condition	that	lasts	a	long	time

b) a condition that harms health

c)	 	the	practice	of	keeping	foods	at	a	low	temperature	to	
prevent	spoiling

d) a disease that can be passed from person to person

e)	 	the	organization	that	monitors	the	spread	of	infectious	
diseases around the world

f) when there are more cases of that disease than normal

g)	 	the	practice	of	keeping	infected	people	away	from	others	to	
slow the spread of an infectious disease

h) a worldwide epidemic of a disease

2.  Circle the chronic health problems that can be caused by a Western 
lifestyle. Underline the infectious diseases.

 asthma obesity influenza

 smallpox heart disease

Globalism and Health
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he spread of Western culture affects the health of people around the world. 
On	the	positive	side,	the	spread	of	Western	medical	technologies,	including	
vaccinations,	medications,	and	surgical	tools,	has	helped	lessen	the	impact	of	

many	diseases	and	health	problems.	Even	the	spread	of	everyday	tools	and	technologies,	
such	as	refrigeration	for	food	preservation,	has	helped	people	around	the	world	stay	
healthy.	On	the	negative	side,	the	spread	of	Western	products	from	cigarettes	to	fast	foods	
has harmed the health of many people around the world. The adoption of a Western diet 
puts	people	at	risk	for	diabetes	and	obesity.	The	development	of	industry	harms	the	quality	
of	the	air	and	water	in	a	region,	putting	people	at	risk	for	pollution-related	diseases,	such	as	
asthma	and	heart	disease.	Also,	as	a	society	becomes	more	developed,	people	become	
less	active.	People	walk	less	and	depend	more	on	vehicles	for	transportation.	Tasks	that	
once	involved	physical	labor,	such	as	washing	clothes,	are	more	likely	to	be	done	by	a	
machine.	A	less	active	lifestyle	can	lead	to	ongoing,	or	chronic, health problems. 

The Spread of Infectious Diseases

Hundreds	of	millions	of	people	travel	from	country	to	
country around the world each year. This creates the 
possibility	of	the	quick	spread	of	infectious diseases, or 
diseases that spread from person to person by contact 
or	through	the	air.	A	disease	epidemic occurs when 
there are more cases of that disease than normal. 
A pandemic is a worldwide epidemic of a disease. 
Officials	at	the	World	Health	Organization	(WHO)	
monitor the spread of infectious diseases, such as 
influenza	and	smallpox,	and	issue	alerts	and	advice	to	
governments	to	help	contain	the	spread	of	epidemics.	
During	an	epidemic	or	pandemic,	people	may	be	
asked	to	wear	face	masks,	avoid	congregating	at	
social	events,	such	as	musical	performances,	and	
to	restrict	travel	to	certain	areas.	Officials	may	also	
quarantine	infected	people,	asking	them	to	stay	home	or	in	separate	areas	of	hospitals.	

Students Protecting Themselves with Face Masks

What diseases are related to pollution?

STOP
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Conduct	a	meeting	of	the	United	Nations	in	your	classroom	about	an	important	issue	related	
to	globalization,	for	example,	health,	the	environment,	the	protection	of	indigenous	peoples,	
or	human	rights.	

First,	use	the	library	or	internet	resources	to	research	how	the	United	Nations	and	its	subgroups	
conduct	meetings	on	important	issues,	such	as	drafting	treaties.	If	possible,	watch	news	
coverage	of	a	United	Nations	meeting.	Find	out	about:

•	 	How	nations	are	represented.	Does	each	nation	get	one	or	more	representatives?	
Who are they, for example, are they ambassadors or members of a national 
government?

•	 	How	are	representatives	of	nations	seated?	Is	there	a	system	for	ranking	members	
according	to	how	their	nations	are	affected	by	the	issue	at	hand?

•	 	What	is	the	protocol	for	allowing	each	representative	to	speak?	In	what	order	do	
they	speak?	Do	they	all	get	an	equal	amount	of	time?	In	what	languages	do	they	
speak?	How	are	speakers	translated	so	that	representatives	from	different	nations	can	
understand	each	other?

•	 	What	is	the	outcome	of	the	meeting?	For	example,	does	the	meeting	result	in	a	draft	
treaty,	a	list	of	recommendations,	or	some	other	product?

Then, work with your classmates to choose a topic of interest. You may wish to brainstorm a list 
and	vote.	Possible	topics	include:

•	 drafting	a	treaty	to	protect	an	environmental	commons

•	 creating	recommendations	for	the	protection	of	mother	languages

•	 creating	recommendations	to	deal	with	epidemics	and	pandemics

•	 drafting	additions	to	human	rights	law

Allow	each	student	to	select	a	nation	to	represent.	Do	some	background	research	
about each nation to determine how that nation would be affected by the chosen 
topic.	Write	a	short	speech	outlining	how	the	nation	is	affected,	what	position	the	
nation takes on the issue, and what the nation would like to see in the treaty or 
recommendations. 

Conduct	the	meeting.	Allow	each	student	to	make	his	or	her	speech.	Follow	with	a	debate	or	
discussion. Finally, create a draft of the final document.
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Conduct a United Nations Meeting
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Down
 1. the increase in earth’s 

average	temperature
 2.	 to	move	from	one	region	or	

nation to another
 4.	 Islamic	art	and	architecture	

flourished	in	the	
__________________ Empire

 5. the spread of Western 
culture around the 
world has led to cultural 
__________________

 7.	 rights	afforded	to	all	people	
around the world by 
international law

 9.	 things	from	nature	that	
people	and	other	living	
things	need	to	survive

 12.	 travel	for	leisure
 13. a series of trade routes 

across Asia, the Middle East, 
North Africa, and Europe

Across
 1.	 the	sharing	of	goods,	

ideas, culture, systems of 
government	amongst	people	
from different parts of the 
world

 3. European formed _____________ 
empires	beginning	in	the	 
15th century

 6.	 a	global	epidemic
 8. a mother __________________ is 

passed down from parents to 
children

 10.	 native
11.	 an	agreement	between	

nations
14. a disease passed from 

person to person

1 2

3 4 5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14

colonial
global	warming
globalism
homogenization

Word List
human	rights
indigenous
infectious
language

migrate
Ottoman
pandemic
resources

Silk	Road
tourism
treaty
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Answer each question in complete sentences.

Part C

1.  Explain	the	role	of	the	Silk	Road	in	historical	globalization.

 

 

 

 

2.  Describe	two	potential	problems	for	indigenous	people	that	are	caused	by	

globalization.

 

 

 

 

3.  Describe	two	ways	that	globalization	affects	people’s	health.

 

 

 

 

4.  Explain	the	role	of	international	treaties	in	the	protection	of	environmental	

commons.
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards.

Word Search

16

chronic
Colonial
commons
culture
empire
environment

epidemic
global
global	warming
globalization
homogenization
human	rights

indigenous
infectious
international
language
mainstream
migrate

Ottoman
pandemic
quarantine
resources
territory

tourism
treaty
United	Nations
World	Court
WTO
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1.

a)	 	Answers	will	vary.

b)	 	Answers	will	vary.

2.

1 C

A2

B5

D4

E3

3.

a)	 	Answers	will	vary	
but may include 
lack of physical 
activity,	eating	
too much fast or 
processed food, 
pollution.

b)	 	Answers	will	vary	
but may include 
people	traveling	
more and 
carrying	diseases	
from one place to 
another;	slowing	
the spread 
of disease by 
avoiding	places	
where people 
congregate,	
staying	home	
while you are sick.
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2.

 Asthma, obesity, 
and heart 
disease should 
be circled. 
Influenza	and	
smallpox should 
be underlined.

1.

a) chronic

b) disease

c) refrigeration

d) infectious

e) WHO

f) epidemic

g) quarantine

h) pandemic
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3.  a)  On	the	spaces	provided,	explain	why	people	may	be	more	likely	to	get	certain	
chronic	health	problems	because	of	globalization.

 

 

 

 

 b)	 	On	the	spaces	provided,	explain	why	the	spread	of	infectious	diseases	may	occur	
more	quickly	because	of	globalization,	and	describe	ways	in	which	people	can	help	
slow	the	spread	of	an	infectious	disease	during	a	pandemic.

 

 

 

 

Research

4.	 	How	can	you	stay	healthy	in	a	globalized	world?	Use	the	library	or	internet	to	research	
how	people	in	Westernized	societies	can	avoid	common	chronic	health	problems	and	
infectious diseases. Find out about:

	 •	 	How	to	make	healthy	food	choices;
	 •	 	The	amount	of	physical	activity	needed	to	stay	healthy,	and	some	ways	to	stay	

active;
	 •		 	How	to	avoid	pollution	problems,	and	ways	communities	can	work	together	to	

clean	up	a	polluted	environment;
	 •	 	Ways	to	avoid	catching	or	passing	infectious	diseases.	

	 	Using	this	information,	create	a	poster	to	teach	people	ways	to	stay	healthy	in	our	
society. Display the posters around your school to help inform others.

Globalism and Health
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