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Write an Historical Fiction Story

Write a short story about a family’s experience when they fi rst get 
electricity delivered to their home.

You have learned about how the use of electricity revolutionized people’s lives. 

Write a story about a family that explains how everyday life changed when 

electricity was brought to their home.

First, research the era of United States history when electricity was fi rst being 

generated and delivered to homes. Decide on the setting of your story, and 

choose an appropriate date range for when electricity was fi rst delivered to 

your region or demographical area, such as city or rural. Read about the lives 

of historical fi gures from that period. If possible, fi nd examples of historical fi ction 

from that period to get ideas about how events are dramatized to convey 

concepts from history. 

Next, brainstorm ideas for a plot that involves the theme of how electricity 

changed daily life. Think about the characters you want to include, their 

backgrounds and perspectives, the action they will go through during the story, 

and how they are changed by the events in the plot. Think about the setting of 

your story. 

Then, write a brief outline of your story, detailing the main events, and the 

characters involved in each event. Include brief notes about each of the main 

characters, their backgrounds and personalities. 

Finally, write your short story. Present your work to the class.

Activity Six
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Activity Five
Alternative Energies Concept Web

Create a detailed concept web to organize information about advances in alternative 
energy sources and technologies in the following fi elds:

 • solar

 • wind

 • geothermal

 • tidal

 • hydroelectric

 • fuel cell

Use the library or internet resources to research the technologies that are used and those 
that are currently being developed in each of the above fi elds. 

Construct your map on a large piece of poster paper so that you have plenty of room to 
include all of the main concepts about each technology, as well as examples of each 
technology. You may use alternative energy as the central concept, as shown below, or 
as a top-level concept if you would like to do a pyramid-style map. You may also wish to 
include photographs of examples of each technology to illustrate your concept map.

Alternative
Energy

Technologies

solar

wind

geothermal

tidal

fuel cell

hydroelectric
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Activity Four
Write a Documentary

Plan and write a television documentary about life aboard a container ship.

Before You Begin

Have you ever watched a documentary? If not, borrow a documentary from the library or 
fi nd one on television. As you watch, think about how visuals, words, and storylines are used 
to convey information about events and people’s lives. Pay attention to whether a narrator 
is used to provide background information. How is information balanced with the storyline? 
What other methods are used in the documentary to teach the viewer?

Do Your Research

Using the internet or library resources, try to fi nd out what life is like on a container vessel. 
Find out about:

 • WHO is on the vessels;

 • WHAT are their jobs;

 • WHERE people eat and sleep on the ship;

 • WHEN people work, eat, sleep;

 • HOW people communicate with friends and family on land;

 • any other interesting information about life on a container vessel.

Write Your Documentary

Based on your research, put together a 15–20 minute documentary about life aboard 
a container vessel. Outline the stories of your main characters. Write dialogue and set 
directions to convey the stories. Write the narrative voiceover to provide additional 
background information.

Produce Your Documentary

Ask your classmates to act in your documentary. Collect materials to make backgrounds for 
the scenes. If you have access to a video camera, fi lm your documentary, or perform it live 
for your class.
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Activity Three
Create an Aviation Timeline

Learn more about the history and sequence of inventions and 
technological developments that led up to modern air travel.

Do Your Research

Using the internet or library resources, try to fi nd out about:

 •  early attempts at air travel, including the use of dirigibles and other 

fl ying machines;

 •  how developments in engine technologies led up to the design of a 

propeller airplane;

 •  the inventions and experiments of the Wright brothers and their 

contemporaries;

 • the development of the jet engine;

 •  how and when new aviation technologies were developed and put into 

military and commercial use.

Create Your Timeline

Use the information you collected to create a timeline of important events 

that led up to the modern use of aviation technology. Include the dates 

of technological developments, scientifi c experiments, and inventions, 

along with short descriptive labels. You may wish to include photographs 

representing some of the more important events. Display your timeline in your 

classroom.
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Activity Two
Create a Bulletin Board of World Communications

Access to different communications technologies is different in different nations. Work 
with your classmates to create a bulletin board showcasing the use of communications 
technologies, such as the internet and cell phones, in different nations around the world.  

Research

First, have everyone in the class choose a nation. Using the internet or library resources, look 
for the following information about the use of communications technologies in your nation:

 • the availability of phone service, including land lines and cell phones;

 •  the availability of electricity, which supports the use of modern communications 
technologies;

 • the percentage of people who have access to the internet;

 • the percentage of people who use cell phones;

 • the approximate number of World Wide Web pages hosted in your nation;

 •  how access to communications technologies varies by demographics, such as 
income and education levels;

 • any challenges people have accessing modern communications technologies.

Create Your Display

Create the part of the bulletin board display that will showcase the use of communications 
technologies in your nation. Determine how much space will be allotted to each part of 
the display. Based on this information, choose appropriately sized visuals and text for your 
display. Your display should include summaries of the above information. 

Assemble the Bulletin Board

In the center of the bulletin board, place a simple political world map with the names of 
nations labeled. Be sure the image is small enough to leave room for each nation’s display, 
but large enough to read. Then, place the displays in a circle around the map. Place each 
nation as near as possible to its location on the map. Use colorful yarn to make leader lines 
pointing from each nation’s display to the location of the nation on the map.
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Activity One
Diagram Satellite Communications

Find out more about how satellites communicate with one another and with systems 
on the ground to collect and transmit information quickly from place to place.

Choose one of the following 3 satellite systems to diagram: 

 • Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) systems

 • communications satellite systems (military or civilian) 

 • weather satellite systems

Use the internet or library resources to try to fi nd out:

 • what types of information your system collects;

 • what instruments are used to collect the data;

 • how the information is transmitted between satellites;

 • where the information is transmitted to on the ground;

 • how the information is processed for practical use.

Now you have the information you need to create a diagram of your satellite 
system. 

First, create a drawing or collage of photographs on large poster paper.

Then, label all the parts of the satellite system.

Next, draw lines and arrows to show the fl ow of information from one part of the 
system to another. 

Finally, add any captions you think are necessary to explain the function of the 
satellite system.

Display your diagrams in class.
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The World Wide Web
1.  Use a dictionary to look up the word INTERNET. Write the definition on the spaces 

provided.

 The definition of internet is:

 

 

2.  Think for a moment about how people use the internet for information and 
communications.

 a)  List three ways people can use the internet to find out information.

 

 

 

 b)  List three ways that people use the internet to communicate with one another.
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1. Fill in each blank with the correct word, date, or phrase from the reading.

 a)  The development of computer technology in the 20th century led to a  
computer-based communications network known as the ____________________.

 b)  During the ______________________, the United States Defense Department  
developed the idea of a non-centralized network of computers that could  
transmit ____________________.

 c)  By the _______________, many institutions used the internet for communications of all 
kinds.

 d)  The invention of the ____________________ in the early 1990s allowed all kinds of  
digital information, including images and sound, to be transmitted over the internet. 

 e)  Inventions of web browsers and the computer mouse allowed people to view web 
pages and follow __________________ to other pages.

2.  Put a check mark (ü) next to the answer that is most correct.
 a)  In what year did the developers of the World Wide Web announce that the web 

technology would be freely available to everyone without charge?

   A 1980 

   B 1993 

   C 1998 

   D 2000

 b)  About how many commercial sites existed on the World Wide Web in 1998?

   A  fewer than 10,000 

   B fewer than 500,000 

   C  over 750,000 

   D  over one million
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he development of computer technology in the 20th century led to a 
computer-based communications network known as the internet. During 
the Cold War, the United States Defense Department developed the idea 

of a non-centralized network of computers that could transmit communications. 
Because information could be transmitted along any path in the system, 
the destruction of one part of the system by war tactics would not disrupt 
communications among all other parts of the system. However, the use of the 
internet quickly expanded beyond defense. By the 1980s, many institutions used the 
internet for communications of all kinds, such as the sharing of scientific data and 
cataloging information from the Library of Congress. Up to this point, information 
on the internet could only be shared in text form. However, the invention of the 
World Wide Web in the early 1990s, allowed all kinds of digital information, including 
images and sound, to be transmitted over the internet.

The Internet Era

In 1993, the developers of the World Wide Web announced 
that the web technology would be freely available to 
everyone without charge. Inventions of web browsers and the 
computer mouse allowed people to view web pages and 
follow hyperlinks to other pages. Because web technology 
was freely available, computer programmers from all around 
the world added applications and software to the internet. 
Each year saw a huge growth in every aspect of the internet, 
from the number of users to the number of web pages 
available. The use of the internet expanded from the exchange of information among 
scholarly and governmental institutions to private communications and commercial 
transactions of all kinds. By 1998, over 750,000 commercial sites existed on the World Wide 
Web. The 2000s saw the development of social networking sites, which have become a 
popular way for friends and family to keep in touch across great distances in a globalized 
world. During the same period, cell phone technology merged with the internet to further 
increase access to the World Wide Web. Many people now rely on the World Wide Web 
for most forms of communication, including entertainment, news, business, and personal 
relationships.

T

The internet era

What is the internet?
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Activity Four
Communications Technology Fair

In this activity, you and your classmates will learn about many different modern 

communications technologies that help people around the world stay connected and 

exchange information for business, research, and educational purposes. 

First, use the internet or library resources to research a list of 10–20 different communications 

technologies that people use for any of the following uses:

	 •	 	staying	in	touch	with	family	and	friends

	 •	 	keeping	up	with	news	and	world	events

	 •	 	work	and	business

	 •	 	education

Second, have each student in your class choose a technology from the list to learn more 

about. Students may work alone or in teams. 

Once you have chosen your product, research answers to the following questions:

	 •	 	How	does	the	technology	work?

	 •	 	What	devices	do	people	use	to	access	the	technology?

	 •	 	What	other	technologies	support	the	use	of	this	technology?

	 •	 	How	does	the	technology	help	people?

	 •	 	How	does	the	technology	affect	globalization?

Make a poster presentation that answers all of the questions above and contains 

photographs of the technology and/or its applications. 

Third, set up a Communications Technology Fair in your classroom or common school 

area, such as the auditorium.  Display the posters and products on tables, and have 

students stand near their displays to answer questions. Invite students, teachers, parents, 

and other members of your school community to walk through the Communications 

Technology Fair.
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
 3.  ______________ 

technology helps 
people exchange 
information

 6. a nation that 
is undergoing 
industrialization

 7. able to read

 8. increased greenhouse 
gas concentration 
leads to global 
__________ 

 9. fabrics, such as cotton 
and wool

10.  harmful substances 
that people put into 
the environment

aviation 
communications
developing 
fuel 
gases 
globalization 
industrial 
internet 
literate 
pollution 
renewable 
telegraph 
textiles 
transportation 
warming

Word List

15

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12

13

14

15

 12. technology for air travel

 14.  a giant, international 
network of computers

 15.  movement of people 
and goods from place 
to place

Down
 1. the movement of 

people, ideas, and 
goods around the world

 2. a 19th century 
invention using codes 
to send messages 
along wires

 4. related to the use of 
manufacturing and 
machines

 5. petroleum gas is a fossil 
____________

 11. greenhouse ______ trap 
heat in the atmosphere

 13. a source of energy that 
can be used again 
and again or does not 
run out
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Answer each question in complete sentences.

Part C

1.  Explain how developments in transportation technology have increased the  

pace of global travel during the last 200 years.

 

 

 

 

2.  Explain how technology allows goods to be shipped efficiently around the world.

 

 

 

 

3.  Describe two ways that satellite technology is used to help people 

communicate, get information, or travel in a globalized world.

 

 

 

 

4.  Compare and contrast how people in the 19th century and modern  

people communicated with faraway family members.
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Find all of the words in the Word Search. Words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are even written backwards.

Word Search

astronaut 
aviation 
communications 
container 
correspondence 
developed 
digitize 
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energy 
fuel 
globalization 
greenhouse 
Industrial Revolution 
industrialization 
internet 

literate 
migrate 
nation 
ocean 
orbit 
pollution 
renewable 

space 
technology 
telegraph 
textiles 
transportation
warming
World Wide Web
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3.

a)  During the Cold 
War, the United 
States Defense 
Department 
developed the 
idea of a non-
centralized 
network of 
computers that 
could transmit 
communications, 
so that the 
destruction of 
one part of the 
system by war 
tactics would 
not disrupt 
communications 
among all parts 
of the system.

b)  The current use 
of the Internet is 
used for social 
networking and 
communications 
across great 
distances.

1.

a) internet

b)  Cold War, 
communication

c) 1980s

d)  World Wide 
Web

e) hyperlinks

2.

a)

b) C4

B4

2.

a)  Answers will vary.

b)  Answers will vary.

1.

Internet is a vast 
computer network 
linking smaller 
computer networks 
worldwide.
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3.  a)  Describe the original purpose of the internet when it was first being developed.

 

 

 

 b)  Explain how the current use of the internet is different from its original purpose.

 

 

 

 

Research

Make a Poster 

4.  Find out more about how the use of the internet has changed the way people 
communicate around the world. Use the internet or library resources to find out about:

	 •	 how	many	people	have	access	to	the	internet	around	the	world;

	 •	 	how	many	World	Wide	Web	sites	exist,	and	where	they	originate	from	by	country;

	 •	 common	social	uses	of	the	internet;

	 •	 how	workers	from	different	industries	use	the	internet;

	 •	 how	people	are	affected	when	networks	go	down;

	 •	 	how	the	internet	is	used	for	common	transactions	in	everyday	life,	such	as	banking	
and	shopping;

	 •	 	how	students	use	the	internet	to	support	learning.

Use this information to create a poster showcasing the main ideas about how people 
use the internet for work, education, transactions, and socializing. Display the posters 
in your classroom and discuss with your classmates what life would be like without the 
internet.

The World Wide Web

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY


