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Before You Teach
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•	 The	AFTER	YOU	READ	activities	check	students’	
comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading 
passage	and	extend	their	learning.	Students	are	asked	
to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage 
through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, 
research,	and	extension	activities.

An additional Map Activity is included in every chapter, 
allowing students to apply the concepts that they have learned. 
The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for evaluating 
students’ responses to many of the activities in our resource. 
The Comprehension Quiz (page 42) can be used for either a 
follow-up review or assessment at the completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES
This resource contains three main types of pages, each with 
a different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of 
each page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

 Teacher Guide
	 •	 Information	and	tools	for	the	teacher
 

 Student Handouts 
	 •	 Reproducible	task	sheets	and	drill	sheets

 Easy Marking™ Answer Key 
	 •	 Answers	for	student	activities

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
Marking	students’	worksheets	is	fast	and	easy	with	our	
Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line up 
the	column	with	its	corresponding	worksheet,	as	shown,	
and see how every question matches up with its answer!

Introduction

ur resource provides ready-
to-use information and 
activities for students 

in grades 3 to 5. It builds upon 
previously learned mapping skills 
such as elements of maps, how to draw and 
label	maps,	and	the	purposes	of	maps.	This	series	expands	
on that knowledge as it starts off with a review on the 
basics	of	map	reading.	Following	this,	students	will	learn	
about	lines	of	latitude,	longitude,	and	time	zones.	Then,	
students will learn the differences between mapping 
geographical and cultural features, and the importance 
of	both.	Finally,	students	will	expand	their	knowledge	by	
mapping their country and finally the world. Comprised 
of reading passages, student activities and overhead 
transparencies, our resource can be used effectively for 
whole-class, small group and independent study.

How Is Our Resource Organized?
STUDENT HANDOUTS
Reading passages and activities (in the form of 
reproducible worksheets)	make	up	the	majority	of	our	
resource. The reading passages present important grade-
appropriate information and concepts related to the 
topic. Embedded in each passage are Google Earth™ 
activities. Students will apply the concepts they have 
learned with the use of technology. Download Google 
Earth™ at earth.google.com, then follow the instructions 
to install it. You will need to be connected to the internet.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ 
activities and AFTER YOU READ activities. 

•	 The	BEFORE	YOU	READ	activities	prepare	students	
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They 
stimulate	background	knowledge	and	experience,	and	
guide students to make connections between what they 
know and what they will learn. Important concepts and 
vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.
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Teacher Guide
Our resource has been created for ease of use by both
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike.

Every question matches 
up with its answer!
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1.
1 C

2 D

3 I

4 J

5 A

6 G

7 B 

8 F

9 E

10 H

2.

1.

a) titles

b) orientation

c) North

d) who

e) when

f) legend

g) grid system

h) vertical 

i) surrounding area

j) relation

a) 5 km (5 miles)

b) 20 miles (20 km)

c) 100 km (100 miles)

d) 75 miles (75 km)

e) 800 miles (800 km)

3.
TODALSIGS stands for 
title, orientation, date, 
author, legend, scale, 

index, grid system, 
surrounding areas.

4.
Orientation tells us how 

the map is drawn on 
the paper.

5.
North usually faces the 

top of the page.

6.
Symbols represent 

objects such as schools, 
roads and railway 

tracks. Legends explain 
the symbols on maps.

7.
A ruler will only give you 
a straight-line distance 
between two points. 
To fi nd the distance 

traveled by road 
between two points, 

you have to use string.

8.
10 inches would equal 

10 miles.

9.
10 cm would equal 5 km.

10.
Students should 

become familiar with 
scales and measuring 

distance.

Map Activity 1.

1.

a) TRUE

b) FALSE

c) TRUE

d) FALSE

e) TRUE

f) TRUE

g) TRUE

h) TRUE

i) FALSE

j) FALSE

Answers may 
vary slightly. 

1.  750 feet, 
532 meters

2.  1000 feet, 
722 meters

3.  500 feet, 
418 meters

4.  875 feet, 
646 meters

5.  125 feet, 
114 meters

6.  250 feet, 
190 meters

7.  62.5 feet, 
76 meters

8.  375 feet, 
266 meters

2.

a) Park

b) Hospital

c) Library

d) Post Offi ce

 a) TRUE

 b) FALSE

 c) TRUE

 d) TRUE

NAME: 
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Basics of Map Reading
1.  Fill in each blank with a word from the reading passage.

  All maps have ____
a

___, which tell us about the map. ______
b

______ tells us how the map 

is drawn on the paper. Most maps have _____
c

____ at the top. The date and author tell 

us ___
d

___ wrote the map and ____
e

____. The _____
f
____ and index explain the symbols 

on the maps. The _____
g

_____ is a system of horizontal and _____
h

_____ lines drawn on the 

map. The fi nal ‘S’ stands for _________
i
_________. All maps show the places close to them. 

This helps people to understand where the map is in ______
j
_____ to other places.

2. Calculate the scale for the following scenarios.

 a)  If the scale is 1 cm (1 inch) on the map = 1 km (1 mile) on the ground, what would 5 cm 
(5 inches) on the map equal on the ground? _________________

 b)  If the scale is 1 inch (1 cm) on the map = 2 miles (2 km) on the ground, what would 
10 inches (10 cm) on the map equal on the ground? _______________

 c)  If the scale is 1 cm (1 inch) on the map = 10 km (10 miles) on the ground, what would 
10 cm (10 inches) on the map equal on the ground? ______________

 d)  If the scale is 1 inch (1 cm) on the map = 5 miles (5 km) on the ground, what would 
15 inches (15 cm) on the map equal on the ground? _______________

 e)  If the scale is 1 inch (1 cm) on the map = 100 miles (100 km) on the ground, what would 
8 inches (8 cm) on the map equal on the ground? _____________
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Map the World
Answer each question with a complete sentence.

2. Name 3 countries in North America. 

	 •	_________________________________________________________________________

	 •	_________________________________________________________________________

	 •	_________________________________________________________________________

3. Name 4 countries in Africa.

	 •	________________________________	 •	________________________________

	 •	________________________________	 •	________________________________

4.  Name 3 countries in each of the following continents: Europe, Asia and South America.

 

Continents Countries Countries Countries
Europe

Asia
South America

Research

5.  Label the map of 

the world according 

to temperature. The 

classifications are A, 

tropical; B, dry; C, mild 

mid-latitude; D, cold 

mid-latitude; and E, polar. 

You will need to talk to 

your teacher or do further 

research to complete this 

activity.

SAMPLE
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World Continents  
and Oceans
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