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Debate Essay

A debate is like an essay. It has a beginning, a middle and an end. The 
beginning tells what someone thinks about something. The middle gives all the 
proof to back them up. The end gives a summary of what they think and why. 
An essay will usually tell just one side of something. A debate tells both sides.

For this activity, you will write out what you think about something. This will be 
your side of the debate. Pick a problem that you think strongly about. Write an 
essay following the layout below.
Beginning: Say what the problem is and what you think about it. 2-3 sentences

Middle: Give 3 facts that agree with what you think. 6-9 sentences

End: Say again what you think and why. 3-4 sentences
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Activity Five
Network Profile

Talking to other people today is easier and faster. This can help many people. 
Maybe you’re planning a birthday for your Aunt. You could be talking with a 
friend in another country. Or maybe you just found out a celebrity is at the mall. 
 
Social and Business Networking share many things. Most of all they help you get 
noticed. They also help you gain and build friendships.

Each student is going to make their own Network Profile. This will be shared 
among classmates. It will help to find common likes and goals.

Use the template below:

Likeness or Photo. FULL NAME:

AGE:

GRADE:

Personal Information. Hometown:

Favorite Food:

Favorite TV Show/Movie:

Favorite Game:

Activities outside of 
School.

Hobbies, Sports, Arts:
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Activity Four
Building Networks for your Business

Imagine you are starting your own business. Think of a product you want to sell. 
For example, say you want to open a lemonade stand. Having a great product is 
one thing, but to be a success, you need to know the right people. 

In this example, the right people would be vendors who can supply you with 
the lemons you will need. You may also need to know the right person at city 
hall to get you a permit so you can  put up your stand. Someone who’s good 
at marketing would also be good to know. They can help you get the word out 
about your new business.

Come up with a good product. What is your product? 

Make a list of all the people who can help you:
                  
                  
                  
                  

Pick 3 people from your list above. Explain how knowing each person will help you 
in your business.

Person 1: 
How do they help: 

Person 2: 
How do they help: 

Person 3: 
How do they help: 
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Activity Three
Leadership Comparison: The Super Leader

PART 1: What’s your favorite movie or TV show? Who is in a leadership position? It 
could be the principal of a high school. It could be the King of a country. It could 
be the captain of a spaceship. Write down who the leader is below. Make a list 
of qualities this leader has. Describe whether you think these are good qualities or 
bad. Explain. 

Leader:  Movie/TV Show: 
Qualities:   
                   
                   
Good or Bad Qualities? 

PART 2: Do the activity again. This time, use a different character. This character 
should be very different than the first one. Answer the same questions.

Leader:  Movie/TV Show: 
Qualities:   
                   
                   
Good or Bad Qualities? 

PART 3: Now, create your own character. Base your new character on the two 
above. Choose all the best qualities from both to make a new super leader. Give 
this character a background story. What makes them a better leader than the 
ones above? Explain.

Leader:  Movie/TV Show: 
Qualities:   
                   
                   
Background Story 
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Activity Two
Design a Restaurant

You have decided to open your own restaurant. You will work hard to bring your 
ideas to light to make your dreams real. But first, we must answer the questions: 
who, what, when, where and how. For this project, you may work in a group of 
1-3 students.

Pre-Challenge:
Discuss what your favorite restaurant is in town and your favorite type of food to 
have when dining out.

Step 1: Think of a concept. This is the way people see your restaurant. It 
tells people what to expect when dining there.
1. What is the overall concept of your restaurant going to be? (Ex: trendy, fun,    
    local food) 

2. What country or region inspires your restaurant? 
3. What type of cuisine will you serve? (Ex: ethnic, fast food, comfort food, café)
 
4. Who is your target market? (Families with children, Business People, People on     
     the Go) 
5. What kind of service will you offer? (Fine Dining, Casual Dining, Buffet, Take out) 
 

6. What are some dishes/food you plan on serving? 

 

Step 2: Think of the atmosphere. This is the way people will physically see 
your restaurant when they walk in.
1. What will your restaurant be named? Remember that your name must match 
 the concept. 

2. Will you have a logo? If so what will it be? 

3. Where do you want this restaurant to be located? 

4. What kind of lighting will your restaurant have? 

5. What type of seating will your restaurant have? 

Step 3: Use a form of technology to present your ideas to your class. 
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Activity One
Communicating in the 21st Century

In the old days, talking with people at work was done face-to-face, through 
memos and over speakerphones. Today, things are different. New technology 
brings new and better ways to talk to each other.

Email - send an email instead of a phone call or memo
Text - send a message instead of talking on the phone or face-to-face
Video Chat - talk with others easily from far away

Pick one of the formats above. Write a scenario where you’re talking to a peer 
or supervisor. This could be a meeting over video chat. It could be an email to 
a co-worker. It could be a text to your boss. Remember, how you talk to your 
friends is different to people at work.

FREE!    

TEACHER GUIDE

•	 How	Is	Our	Resource Organized?  ............................................................  2

• Bloom’s Taxonomy for Higher-Order Thinking .........................................  4

• Vocabulary ...............................................................................................  4

 

STUDENT HANDOUTS

 •	 Communicating with Peers and Supervisors ...........................................  

	 •	 Collaboration - Project-Based Learning  .................................................  

 • Leadership ..........................................................................................  

 • Building Networks & Branding .............................................................  

 • Debating  ............................................................................................  5
 

 

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY  ...........................................................  14

 

COLOR MINI POSTERS  ..........................................................................  15

4 6 BONUS Activity Pages! Additional worksheets for your students 



NAME: 

.............

©
21st Century Skills - 

Learning Communication & Teamwork CCP5795-5

Pre-Assessment

Pros and Cons
The purpose of a debate is to argue two sides of something. These sides are the 
pros and cons.

Pros: For something or the advantages of something. For example, having an 
ice cream shop down the street. The pros is that it's so close and you can get ice 
cream whenever you want.
Cons: Against something or the disadvantages of something. The cons is 
spending all your money on ice cream.

1. Get into small groups of at least 4 people. Think of an argument. It could 
be whether school should continue through the summer. It could be whether 
homework should be banned. It could be if you should wear school uniforms.

Write down your argument here: ___________________________________________

2. Next, make a list of all the pros and cons for the argument. You can either 
do this as a group or split your team in half, one for pros and one for cons. List 
your pros and cons below.

3. Now, look at your list of pros and cons.
a) Do you have more pros or cons listed?   PROS   CONS
b) What is the strongest PRO argument? Explain why.

c) What is the strongest CON argument? Explain why.

Debating
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PROS CONS
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Steps to a Debate
Debating is a formal way to argue a topic. There are usually two sides that have 
different points of view.  

Why is it good to debate?

Can you think of any other reasons why a debate is a good idea? Have you ever 
been in a debate before? If yes, what side were you on? Explain.

The steps to a debate are listed below. Put them in order from 1 to  5 .

 Introduction – Point out your side and why everyone else should agree.
 Wrap it up – Finalize all the points you stated during the debate.
 Confirmation or Proof – The main reason(s) why you are right.
 Rebuttal – See the other side, be polite while you stand up to their view.
 Statement of Facts – Break down your argument into smaller ones.

Go on the Internet and watch a video on a past debate. It can be from a movie 
or from real life. State the debate here: 

1. What were the 2 points of view? 

2. How did they break down their main argument? 

3. What proof did they use? 

4. What was the argument from the other side? 

5. How did they finish the debate? 

Debating
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• It gives you the guts to speak in front of  
   others.
• It helps show your point of view in a   
   helpful way.

• It helps you respect the views of others. 
• It helps to put your thoughts in order. 
• It teaches you to react fast to new 
   ideas.
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Gathering Evidence
An important part of a debate is to say what you think of a topic.  Also, to make 
sure you have enough info to back up what you think. Getting evidence can be 
hard. You need to make sure that you have the best points ready before going 
into your debate. 

Let’s practice getting evidence. Check mark ( ) 3 debate topics from the list below.

Go online and search the 3 topics. Also, go around the school and ask for 
thoughts from others about your topic. Get a list of 5 pieces of evidence for 
each topic. Present them to the class.

Debating
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To prove a point you are making, a good word 
to use is ‘because’. When you use this word, 
your points can become clearer. 

Tip

I think _______________ because _______________.

 University and College should be free.

 Video games cause violence.

 Mac computers are better than PC’s. 
 Downloading music should be legal.

 School should be 4 days a week.

 Every store should be closed on   
 Sundays.

Topic 1: ________________ Topic 2: ________________ Topic 3: ________________
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Kinds of Debates
There are two kinds of debates. Read about them below.

Problem Debates: Set around a question if something is right or wrong. 
For example: Should someone be banned from something or someplace?

Mechanism Debates: Set around a question of how something should be done. 
For example: How should a bridge be built?

What is Really Going On?
Find a debate to watch. Write down the topic of the debate and what kind it is.

Topic: 

Kind of Debate:       Problem    Mechanism 

Before watching, what side are you on?  For      Against    

Now watch the debate. Write down the positions for both sides. 

Did your position change?      Yes  No

Why or why not? 

Debating
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FOR AGAINST

Opening

Evidence

Rebuttal
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Four Opinion Debate
This activity will teach students how to debate. They will learn to express their 
opinion. They will learn how to oppose a topic.

1. Students will work in groups. They will express positions on a topic.
2. Students will learn to listen. They will listen to the other groups' views.
3. Students will learn how to sway others' opinions.
4. Students will write an essay. It will present their point of view. It will address   
opposing positions.

On the board, make 4 headings: Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, Strongly 
Disagree, Somewhat Disagree
Write a topic on the board. Each student will decide where they stand on the 
topic. Once they decide, they will stand under that heading. Each group will 
have 2 minutes to talk about what they think. Each group will pick a leader. The 
leader will give the group's position. He/she has 30 seconds to try to change 
their classmates' opinion. A student may have changed their opinion. If so, they 
can move to the heading that they now agree with.

Each student will write an essay. It should be 100 to 150 words. It should show 
their opinion clearly.

Debating
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Vocabulary

Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Bloom’s Taxonomy* for Reading Comprehension
The activities in this resource engage and build the full range of thinking skills that are essential for students 
comprehension. Based on the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy, assignments are given that challenge students 
to move beyond the worksheet to understand the information through higher-order thinking. By using higher-order skills 
of remembering, understanding, applying, analysing, evaluating, and creating, students become active learners, drawing 
more meaning from the information, and applying and extending their learning in more sophisticated ways.

Our resource, therefore, is an effective tool for any Social Studies program. Whether it is used in whole or in part, or 
adapted to meet individual student needs, this resource provides teachers with the important questions to ask and 
interesting content, which promote creative and meaningful learning.

Branding: Creating your own impression. 
Collaboration: To work together for the same goal.
Commitment: To work just as hard as everyone else.
Communicating: To share ideas and things with others.
Communication: To get someone to know what you are trying to say.
Compromise: To come to an agreement.
Confidence: To believe in yourself.
Conflict: A fight with something or someone.
Cons: The not good things of something.
Creativity: To have great ideas and can think on your feet.
Debate: A talk with different sides.
Digital Communication: Using things like a computer or cell phone to talk.
Inquiry-Based Learning: Asking questions instead of giving facts. 
Integrity: To be honest and fair.
Leader: A person that takes charge or leads.
Mechanism Debates: Set around a question of how something should be done.
Motivation: The reason to do something.
Network: A group of people who have things in common.
Networking: Talking to others and getting to know them.
Personal Brand: Helps YOU sell YOURSELF to the world.
Problem Debates: Set around a question if something is right or wrong. 
Pros: The good things of something. 
Rebuttal: To share the other side of something.
Rube Goldberg Machine: An everyday simple task that uses more than one step.
Technology: Using science to solve problems.
Traits: The good things about you.
Work Networking: Finding other people to meet and share.  
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Unplanned Debate Activity
Debating is learning to think on your feet. It's being able to come up with 
supporting material very quickly. This will help in defending your point.

Split the class evenly into two teams. One side of the class will be the ‘for’ group. The 
other side of the class will be the ‘against’ group. 

Have the teacher write a debate topic on the board. 

Step 1: Your team will have 2 minutes to brainstorm your opening statement. Have 
one person from your team go up and read your opening statement to the class. 
Now it’s the other team's turn to read theirs.

Step 2: Go back to your team. You have another 2 minutes. Come up with the 
ideas and evidence to support the point you made in Step 1. Have the same team 
member go up in front of the class. Read your ideas and evidence. Then, switch 
turns and have the other team go.

Step 3: Now go back to your team for a third time. Your team has 30-60 seconds to 
write a closing statement. Each team will conclude the debate in front of the class.

Repeat the activity until everyone has had a chance to go up in front of the class. 

1. Write down the opening statement, supporting evidence and closing statement    
    that you read in front of the class.

2. Did you like this type of debate? Did you find it easy or hard? Explain your answer.

Debating
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Answers will vary. Answers will vary, 
but may include:

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

1- Introduction
5 - Wrap it up

3 - Confirmation or 
Proof

4 - Rebuttal
2 - Statement of 

Facts

1.  

a) reason: a belief of 
an argument 

b) teamwork: a group 
of persons working 

together
c) rebuttal: to argue 

by evidence
d) opinion: a personal 

view
e) oppose: to act 

against
f) argument: giving 
different points of 

views
g) conclusion: 

summing up of points

2.  
Answers will vary.
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Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
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Gathering Evidence
An important part of a debate is to say what you think of a topic.  Also, to make 
sure you have enough info to back up what you think. Getting evidence can be 
hard. You need to make sure that you have the best points ready before going 
into your debate. 

Let’s practice getting evidence. Check mark ( ) 3 debate topics from the list below.

Go online and search the 3 topics. Also, go around the school and ask for 
thoughts from others about your topic. Get a list of 5 pieces of evidence for 
each topic. Present them to the class.

Debating
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To prove a point you are making, a good word 
to use is ‘because’. When you use this word, 
your points can become clearer. 

Tip

I think _______________ because _______________.

 University and College should be free.

 Video games cause violence.

 Mac computers are better than PC’s. 
 Downloading music should be legal.

 School should be 4 days a week.

 Every store should be closed on   
 Sundays.

Topic 1: ________________ Topic 2: ________________ Topic 3: ________________
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