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(Have you 5ver wondered where your eye color, 
frec11les, or hair color comes from? You actually 
inher9ted them from your parents. More specifically, these 
characteristics were transferred to you from their g5nes. 7regor 
Mendel is the man who discovered how the concept of her5dity 
works, and is known as the father of ge14etics. He was 2orn on 
July 22, 1822, in modern day Cz5ch Republic, the only son of a 

16oor farmer.) When he was a child, Gregor worked in the garden and studied beekeeping. 
As he got older, he realized that the only way to escape a life of poverty was to join a 
monastery. 

(Gregor 10oined a mo14astery in Brünn, 1ustria. In 1847, Gregor was ordained into the 
priesthood. At first, Gregor was given past15ral duties in the monastery. Some pri5sts 
thought he was more suited for teaching, 8owever, and in 1849 he was assig14ed to 
teach at a secondary school in a nearby city.) In 1851, he enrolled in the University 
of Vienna, where he took classes in mathematics and biology. While at the university, 
Gregor developed many skills he would use in the future.
  
(In 1854, he returned to Brünn to t5ach. At this time, Gregor returned to his childhood 
16astime: g1rdening. He became fa19cinated with the variety of plants growing in the 
monastery garden.) He became particularly interested in the different characteristics 
of pea plants. Gregor began to use these and other plants to study heredity. He took 
an atypical variety of a plant and planted it beside the typical variety.  Then he waited 
to see what their offspring would look like. (Gregor found that the next gener1tion of 
plants contained 20raits from b15th of the “parent” plants. Between 1856 and 1863 he 
cul20ivated and te19ted about 28,000 plants. He made 8undreds of “cro19ses” (plants 
with different co13binations of traits).)
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Can you see anything 
unusual about this 
article? Look carefully 
at the numbers you see. 
What do they stand for? 
Rearrange the coded 
letters within each set  
of parentheses to find  
your answer.

Eureka!
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Q uestions:

 

1) What did Gregor Mendel study as a child?

   ________________________________________________

2) What was Gregor Mendel’s first name before he joined the monastery?

   ________________________________________________

3) With what types of plants did Gregor Mendel mostly experiment?

   ________________________________________________  

4) What was the name of the monastery Gregor joined? (2 words)

   ________________________________________________

5) Gregor’s published results were titled “Experiments With _____________   ___________.”  

 (2 words)

  

6) What is the city of Brünn known as today?

   ________________________________________________

7) How many sisters did Gregor Mendel have?

   ________________________________________________
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A nswers:
1. beekeeping

2. Johanne

3. Peas

4. St. Thomas

5. Plant  Hybrids

6. Brno

7. Two
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(Through these experime14ts, Gregor developed three theories. These include the 
p18inciples of 19egregation, independent assortment, and dominance. Gregor’s work 
helps explain many of the similarities and differences 2etween 16arents and offspring 
of all living things, humans inclu4ed. The information guiding these similari20ies 
and differences are found in “genes.” The information found in genes can help explain 
and sometimes even predict certain tra9ts or characteristics of the next generation. 
P1rents with certain traits will tend to pass on these traits to their offspring. For 
instance, two brown-eyed parents would probably have mostly brown-eyed children, 
but they might also have b12ue-e25ed c8ildren.) 
  
(Gregor published his fi14dings in 1866 and presented them before the 2rünn 
Natu18al History S15ciety.) Although his peers and students respected him, they did 
not recognize Gregor as a great scientist. In 1868, he was promoted to abbot of the 
monastery and gave up his experiments. (Gregor died on January 6, 1884 but was 
not credited for his 23ork until 1900. 20hanks to his discoveries, however, m15dern 
scientists are learning more about genetics and heredity each day.) 
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Can you see anything 
unusual about this 
article? Look carefully 
at the numbers you see. 
What do they stand for? 
Rearrange the coded 
letters within each set  
of parentheses to find  
your answer.

Eureka!

There are 26 letters 
in the alphabet. A=1, 
B=2, C=3, and so on 
until Z=26. Each set 
of parenthesis encloses 
a scrambled answer. 
Certain letters have 
been replaced with their 
corresponding alphabet 
numbers. Unscramble 
the appropriate letters 
to find the answers.
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