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Sea Robbers and Buried Treasure
“Argh! Ahoy, landlubbers!

“Shiver me timbers!”

“Avast me hearties!”

These are a few famous pirate  
sayings. And who were these  
pirates? They sailed the seas  
for thousands of years. Both  
men and women were pirates. They were robbers. They 
attacked other ships. When their ships landed, pirates 
raided towns. They stole treasure and buried it. These riches 
were called their ‘booty’. 

There are stories that make being a pirate sound exciting. The 
life of a pirate was not always fun. They ate rotten food. They 
                     sat on their ships with nothing to do.  
                      Pirates were known for being dirty and  
                        stinky. Each ship had a long piece  
                         of wood that hung out over the  
                         water. 
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 Understanding What You Read

Answer the following questions about pirates.

1. Which pirate was the leader of the ship?  ________________

2. What did pirates like to steal? __________________________

3.  What did a pirate have to do if he got in trouble? 
 _____________________________________________________

 Tell Your Own Story

Many pirates had nicknames. Captain Kidd and Blackbeard were 
two of the most famous pirates. If you were a pirate, what would 
your name be? Write a sentence explaining why you chose your 
new pirate name.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________________________   Date _______________________________


