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 Word Strings
Cognitive Thinking Strategies:
Association, Convergent Thinking, Divergent Thinking

The Word Strings activity is an excellent way to empower students’ creativity. Students start with a 
single word, and then string along words they associate with the previous word.

Here is an example of a word string:

book—page—number—author—pictures—color—green—frog 

Give students the first word. Then ask, “What is the first word that comes to your mind when you think 
of this word?” They should write down the word they associate with this first word. Repeat the process 
several times. Students should be able to explain how their words are connected. This is a fun and inspiring 
thinking activity that helps students understand their own thought processes. Students can also use draw-
ings to form picture-strings.
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Name           Date

Word Strings

1.	 _________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ —

_________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________

2.	 _________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ —

_________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ 

3.	 _________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ —

_________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ 

4.	 _________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ —

_________________ — _________________ — _________________ — _________________ 



Name           Date
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Picture Strings

1. 

2.

3. 

 


