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Sentence Variety
You can say the same thing in a variety of ways.

Example: Glaciers leave scratches as they move along Earth.
Scratches are left by glaciers as they move along Earth.

Write each sentence below in a different way, but be sure to keep the 
meaning the same. Start each sentence with a different word.

1. Large areas of land that rise above the oceans are called continents.

2. Leaves have two kinds of cells that make food.

3. Camels serve the people of the desert in many ways.

Change each sentence below to the kind of sentence asked for in parentheses.
Be sure to end each sentence with the correct punctuation mark. The first
one has been done for you.

4. Does a broken arm hurt? (Write a statement.)
A broken arm can hurt very much.

5. Put the box in the corner. (Write a statement.)

6. The boys are marching in the parade. (Write a question.)

7. Can you lock the door? (Write a command or request.)

8. Who painted the winning picture? (Write a statement.)

9. Bill has the flu. (Write a question.)

10. What a good show that was! (Write a statement.)

11. Read that note to me. (Write a question.)

12. Has your bike been stolen? (Write an exclamation.)

13. Did you take out the garbage? (Write a command.)

14. Stop acting silly. (Write a question.)

Sentences can say 
the same thing in 
a variety of ways.



MP3456  Writing Well Copyright©2001 by Milliken Publishing Company.All rights reserved.

Expanding Sentences

Expanding 
sentences makes

them more 
interesting.

You can make sentences more interesting by adding words that answer
questions like these: What kind? Which one? How many? When? Where?
How? Why?

Example: Boys are playing.

Who? The fifth-grade boys are playing.
What? The fifth-grade boys are playing soccer.

Where? The fifth-grade boys are playing soccer on the playground.
When? The fifth-grade boys are playing soccer on the playground 

after school.
Why? The fifth-grade boys are playing soccer on the playground 

after school so they can improve their skills for Saturday’s game.

Expand these sentences by answering some of the questions listed above. 
Work out your ideas on a separate sheet of paper. Write your final or
favorite sentence below each trigger sentence.

1. Leaves are falling. (when? where? how? why?)

2. People say it.

3. The customer bought it.

4. The children ate.

5. The team won.

6. The balloon floated away.

7. The bird sang.

8. Frisky chewed.
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Some words do a better job of describing than others. You can create
more effective sentences if you choose words carefully.

Use exact nouns and verbs. Underline the sentence which gives a clearer
picture.

1. An animal ran out of the bushes. A rabbit hopped out of the bushes.
2. The hungry child gobbled the steaming pudding. The child ate the 

pudding.
3. A woman came into the store. An angry woman stomped into the store.
4. The weary boy trudged home. The boy walked home.

Rewrite these sentences. Replace each underlined word with one or more 
words that are more exact.

5. Five people got on the bus.

6. A large truck went by.

7. The cat ran up the tree.

8. He said that we were wrong.

9. The new girl is nice.

10. The movie was good.

11. A boy walked away from the giant.

For variety, try using other words instead of to be verbs. Replace the to 
be verbs below. You may use suggestions from the list or think of your
own. Write your word choice after each sentence.

taste     look     appear     become     feel     seem

12.The flower is pretty. 15. The old woman was happy. 

13.We are hungry. 16. The pizza is good. 

14.I was tired. 17. The sky was cloudy. 

Use exact words to tell about a strange day in which you saw an 
unusual person.

Using Exact Words

You can create 
more effective 
sentences if 
you choose 
words carefully.
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Name_______________________________________________ 	 Date ________________________________

In 79 B.C.E., on August 24th, a volcano erupted in southern Italy. What was the name 
of this volcano? Use books or other resources to learn more about this eruption. Write 
two more compound sentences to provide additional information about this event.

Julie
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