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Clauses
A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate. The main clause
(independent clause) expresses a complete thought and can stand alone as a complete sentence.

EXAMPLES: I went to the mall. Polly exercises every day. 

A subordinate clause (dependent clause) does not express a complete thought and must be
attached to a main clause.

EXAMPLES: I met Margaret when I went to the mall.
Although Polly exercises every day, she still has weight to lose.

Subordinate clauses may be used as adjectives or adverbs.

EXAMPLES: Adjective—The politician who won the election thanked his supporters. 
Adverb—I saw the movie before I read the book.

Underline the subordinate clauses in the following sentences. Tell if the clause functions as an
adjective or an adverb.

1. The meeting began early because everyone was present.                               

2. If you wish, you may join our group.                               

3. I didnʼt recognize the man who had the coat on.                               

4. When the quarterback completed the pass, the crowd went wild.                               

5. Until the alarm rang, I was in a deep sleep.                               

6. We stopped the game when it began to pour.                               

7. Before Andrew started dieting, he felt tired all the time.                               

8. When I finish my homework, I will call you.                               

9. The painting that I bid on was sold to someone else.                                

10. The teacher who gave you the detention is very demanding.                               

11. Standing on the corner, we had good spots for the parade.                               

12. You may not leave the room before your test is complete.                               
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Expanding Sentences

Expanding 
sentences can 
make them more 
interesting.

Expand these sentences by adding phrases or clauses on the blanks.

Examples: Bill stood at the door.
Bill, dressed in his best suit, stood at the door.
We all drove into town .
We all drove into town that very evening.

1. The person wanted a donation.

2. The boy brought them happiness.

3. The family visited Spain .

4. They rewarded the ones who .

5. Jim fed the fish .

6. The policeman stood .

7. I put my coat and boots .

8. Because , we were very disappointed.

9. During the evening, .

10. The swaying car raced .

11. Dan did empty the trash .

12. Sally hit the ball, and it .

13. The gold and orange butterfly flew .

14. If , I am sure you will enjoy it.

Expand these sentences by adding prepositional phrases used as adjectives to 
modify or describe nouns or pronouns.

15. The little boy flew the kite.

16. Everyone admired the cat.

17. Parents attended the meeting.
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