
When Elizabeth Cochrane was eighteen, she sent a letter to the editor of the Pittsburgh
Dispatch. In her letter, she wrote that women could do anything men could do—and do it
better! As a result, the newspaper offered her a job as a reporter. She wrote under the
pseudonym Nellie Bly and was the only female reporter for the paper. 

After a few years at the Dispatch, she applied for a job at the New York World in an
unusual way. She disguised herself as a patient to investigate a hospital for the insane. When
she submitted her story, not only was she hired by the World as a full-time reporter, it also
helped reform mental hospitals.

By 1890, Nellie Bly was well known in many countries. She had traveled around the world
for her newspaper in 72 days, a record for that time. While she traveled, she sent home stories
about her adventures. When she returned, she went on a lecture tour. People wanted to see
her and hear about her travels. Nellie’s lectures helped make world travel more popular.

When Nellie became a syndicated reporter, her stories appeared in papers all over the
country. To gather ideas, Nellie traveled across the country to places where news was
happening. Nellie investigated the working conditions
of railroad workers on strike in Chicago and wrote
stories about their problems.

While in Chicago, Nellie met and married a
millionaire. They took another trip around the world. A
few years later, her husband died of a heart attack.
Nellie tried to run his business, but she was
inexperienced and lost a lot of money. Although she
was nearly 50 years old by then, she had to return to
work. This time she became a reporter for the New
York Evening Journal.

Nellie worked for the Journal until her death in
1922. In a story about her life, the newspaper
described her as “the best reporter in America.”

1. This article is: 

A. biography B. realistic fiction C. myth

2. What does “pseudonym” mean in this article? __________________________________

3. Describe the world record Nellie set. _________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4. How did Nellie get her job for the New York World?

_______________________________________________________________________
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