


Introduction

This guide is divided into twelve units of study, and includes the following components:

Pre-reading Discussion

This is a detailed section on the key elements that readers will encounter in the reading assignment. The Pre-
reading Discussion centers on the literary elements of A Wrinkle in Time and gives suggestions for provoking
interest in the chapters ahead. The section ends with ideas for initiating class discussions about the important
concepts in the book.

Study Guide and Vocabulary List

Each unit contains a study guide and vocabulary list, along with a corresponding reading assignment. Study
guide pages are designed to be duplicated and distributed when the reading assignment is given. Students
should answer the questions and study the vocabulary words. Each study guide contains a “Writing Forum”
section, in which students are asked to write a brief explication of some textual element. You may want to
choose one or all of the questions listed; students may keep the Writing Forum questions in a continuing
notebook. The following day’s class session could begin with a review of the written work before proceeding to
a discussion of the chapters.

Discussion Concepts

This section details the important concepts that students have encountered in their reading of A Wrinkle in
Time and may be used to initiate class discussions. Discussions should involve events in the story and their
relevance to the characters, important themes, and comparing and contrasting actions and statements. Stu-
dents should be able to find quotes to support their opinions when necessary. Teachers may want to ask
students to practice note-taking periodically during this discussion.

Tests

Tests of comprehension and vocabulary are included in the A Wrinkle in Time guide. Varied formats challenge
students to think intently and creatively about the material.

Writing Projects
The writing projects at the end of the guide may be used as students progress through A Wrinkle in Time, or
after the class has finished Unit 12.
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Unit 1: Chapter 1

Pre-reading Discussion

A Wrinkle in Time draws extensively from the literary traditions of science fiction, fantasy, fairy tale, myth,
and fable. Discuss with students what they know about these genres, and talk about the differences and
similarities between them.

Next, ask students to conjecture about other kinds of civilizations. Discuss cultures that students think may
exist on other planets, ancient cultures that students have studied, and fantasy worlds that they have read
about. What stories from other cultures, both ancient and modern, do students know? What
commonalities do students think they would find between stories they know and stories from other planets
or worlds? What do they think is the purpose of literature and storytelling in these places? What do they
think is the purpose of literature and storytelling for them? How do stories help bind the different parts of
a culture together? Why are stories important?

Reading Assignment
Chapter 1

Study Guide Skill: Recalling Details
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Discussion Concepts
1. What is happening as the novel begins? Where is Meg?

2. Why is Meg so upset by thoughts of school? How does she feel about school?

3. Why does Meg want to hide her feelings from people? Why is she angry that she always shows her
feelings?

4. How do you know Charles Wallace has been expecting Meg? What special ability does he seem to
have with Meg and her mother?

5. Why do people think Charles Wallace is not very bright? How does Meg know he is much more than
bright?

6. Where is Meg's father? How does this make Meg feel?

7. How do you know Meg's mother is not critical of Meg or Charles Wallace? What incidents indicate
this is a loving, kind family?
8. What seems to be Meg's problem? How does it cause trouble for her?

9. What does Charles Wallace reveal about Mrs. Whatsit? When Mrs, Whatsit arrives, what is unusual
about her?

10. After enjoying her sandwich, what comment does Mrs. Whatsit make that shocks Mother? How do
you think Mrs. Whatsit knew about the tesseract? How does this comment make the reader want to
turn the page and read further?
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