Building
Comprehension

Grade 5
(Vocabulary Gr. 3)

Magic Words .......ueeeieeeiiiiiiiee e 1
What is That2 oo, 2
SWeet TalK .o 3
Moscow Circus School.......coveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 4
The Russian’s Secret Treasure.......cceveeeeeeeunenn... 5
The Cry of the Banshee ..., 6
Rhonda the Robot ....ovieiiiieeeeie 7
High Diver......cooieeeeeiiiiiieie e 8
LU D e 9
Balancing Act ...eeeeiiii 10
The Pinch-Bug ...ooeeeeiiiii, 11
The Crown Jewels ....oueeeiniiiiiiiiiiiei, 12
Winter Park. ..., 14
StAr GAzZiNg .eeeeeeieeeeiiiie e 16
Caleb and Bertha c..cevevieeeeieieeeeie 18
Authors
Ellen M. Dolan
Sue D. Royals
Artists
Kathy Mitter
Lee Brubaker
Don O’Connor
Copyright © 1999, 2014
Milliken Publishing Company
a Lorenz company
P.O. Box 802
Dayton, OH 45401-0802
www.LorenzEducationalPress.com
Printed in the USA.
All rights reserved.

© Milliken Publishing Company

Prince William.........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 20
Jumping Jacks and Jills .........cooeiiiiiiii, 22
Toads Cross Here........oooovveviiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiees 23
Buried AliVe .....cooiviiiiieiiiiee e 24
Flamenco Dancers............ceeeeiiiiieeeeeiininnnnnn. 25
Traveling Tre€S ....uueeeeee e 26
The Story of Achilles.............iiiiiiiiiiiii, 27
Cave Dwellers ........ouuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 29
The Ghost Train ....covveeeeiiiiieeeeeeeee e 31
The Lucky Cat..uuueiieeeeeiiiiiiiiiiieee e 33
The Shanghai Acrobats ..........ceiiieiiiiiiii, 35
Jules’ Undersea Lodge ..........oueieiiieiiiiiiinnnn, 37
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea....... 39
Snowshoeing .......ooouviiiiiiiiiiiii e 40
The Sphynx Cat ....ooveeeeiiiiiee e, 41
In-Line Skating.......coveviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeen 42

The purchase of this book entitles the individual teacher/purchaser to
reproduce copies by any photocopy process for single classroom use.
The reproduction of any part of this book for use by an entire
school system or for any commercial use is strictly prohibited.

MP3389



Magic Words

Here is a magic trick for you to try. It will
amaze your friends. Tell them that you can make
words appear on paper without writing a thing.

You will have to do some work beforehand
to set up this trick. First, get some lemon juice,
strips of paper, a thin watercolor paintbrush, and
a candle. Dip the paintbrush into the lemon juice.
Write words like “Hello” or “How are you?” on the
paper with the paintbrush. Be creative and make
your own sentences. The writing will be light and
hard to see. Write carefully. Put the strips of paper
in a bag or in a magician’s black hat. Light the
candle. Invite your friends into the room.

Show them the strips of paper. The paper
will look blank because the lemon juice “ink” is
invisible. Make up your own magical words or
sayings. Wave your hand or a magic wand over
the papers.

Tell your friends to hold their paper up to the
candle. Words will appear. The light from the
candle will make the lemon juice appear.
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Main Idea

1. This story tells you how to
a. paint with watercolors.
b. become invisible.
c. do a magic trick.

Significant Details

2. The most important element in the writing is
a. good ink.
b. lemon juice.
c. a black hat.

Context Clues

3. When writing is invisible, it
a. cannot be seen.
b. is very dark.
c. is all capital letters.

4. A creative person is

a. clumsy.
b. clever.
c. cheery.
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Inference
5. Magic tricks are entertaining because they can
the viewer.
a. amaze
b. frighten
c. burn

Drawing Conclusions

6. Several things could go wrong with this trick.
Perhaps the most dangerous outcome would be
a. fire.
b. poisoning.
c. failure.

Following Through

7. Some famous magicians such as Houdini have
had many books written about them. Find a
book about a magician or a magic act and
share an amazing episode.
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What is That?

Jim was worried about his friend Michael. N

On the surface everything was the same.

The two boys still rode bikes after school and

played ball in Michael’s big backyard. But
Jim knew that Michael had something on
his mind. At school, he often stared out the
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T
window and paid no attention to the lesson. °L:
Sometimes he did not even answer Jim's [ <
questions.

One afternoon, the two boys were having
a snack in Michael’s kitchen. Quietly, Michael
put down his glass of milk and said, “Jim, | {
must show you something. Come with me.”
Jim followed Michael up the stairs to the
second floor. They went past Michael’s room.
They turned the corner and there was another
staircase. Michael said, “Shh!” They climbed
quietly to the third floor. The space was dusty
and full of old boxes. In one corner was a

closet. Slowly, Michael opened the closet door.
“Look,” he said.

'/

Finish the story. If necessary, continue on another paper.

© Milliken Publishing Company 2

MP3389



Caleb and Bertha

(Adapted from a The Cricket on the Hearth by Charles Dickens)

Caleb Plummer and his blind daughter Bertha
lived in a small wooden house. The house was
next to the large brick toy store where Caleb sold
his work. His worked day and night making clever
toys for the store owner to sell. His pay, however,
was so small that the wooden house had very little
in it.
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But Bertha knew nothing of the rotting walls
and peeling paper. She could not see that her
father’s few hairs were turning grayer, or that his
shoulders were stooped and he was thin from
lack of food. She believed that the toy store owner
was good to them. But it was not so. Bertha's
father kept her believing that they lived in a snug,
comfortable home. Bertha did not know what an
effort it was for the poor man to carry on.

At last, Caleb decided he must tell his daughter
the truth. But he waited until Wednesday, the
day when their friend Dot came to visit, always
bringing a picnic basket. When Dot arrived, Caleb
sadly confessed the truth to his daughter. Bertha
gave one cry and then turned to Dot. She reached
out for her friend’s hand and asked, “Is this really
true¢”

continued...
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Dot answered, “Yes, it is true. The walls are
rotting, your father is getting older, and there is
scarcely enough to eat. His fine clothes that he
tells you about are little more than rags. He has
worked so hard, but there is not much to show for
it. But do not be sad. | have a wonderful surprise.”

Bertha said, “I am not sad and | need no
surprise. | just need to talk to my father. Where are
you, Father2”

Caleb had crouched in a corner on a chair. He
turned hopefully to his daughter. “Here | am, my
dear.”

“Oh, Father, | have truly been blind before. |
did not know what efforts you were making for
me. Now | know, and my love for you has grown
so much that | feel my heart will burst! You are the
best of fathers.”

Caleb was ready to disagree when carriage
wheel were heard at the door.

“Here is my surprise,” said Dot. The door
opened and a young man walked in. It was
Caleb’s only son, whom he thought was lost at
sea. The son hugged his father and sister. Then he
gave an extra hug to Dot, who had found him and
brought them all together again. From then on,
things became truly snug in Caleb’s little house.

Main Idea
1. This story tells about
a. a poor family.
b. a blind man.
c. a wooden house.
Significant Details
2. Bertha did not know the walls were rotten
because she was

a. deaf.
b. blind.
c. young.

Context Clues
3. When the story says, his shoulders were
stooped, it means they were
a. thick.
b. broken.
c bent over.
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Inference

4. Caleb waited for Dot because
a. she would tell the truth for him.
b. she would comfort Bertha when she learned

the truth.

c. he was hungry on Tuesday.

Drawing Conclusions

5. ltis possible to guess that Caleb’s son
Q. Was very poor.
b. had done well.
c. was selfish.

Following Through

6. Write a story of your own about a family with
problems that were solved unexpectedly. Or
write a follow-up to this story and tell what
might happen in years to come.
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