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COMPOSITION OF EARTH

Earth is made of solids, liquids, and gases. Write the following words in the correct spaces below:
tree, rock, soil, air, water, ocean, mountain.

Earth’s surface is covered by a thin layer of soil. If you dig down through the soil, you will find rock.
Earth’s outer layer of rock is called the crust. The crust is from 5 to 20 miles (8–32 km) thick. This is
not very thick when you compare it with the distance to the center of Earth (about 4,000 miles or
6441 km). An oil-drilling machine can dig only several miles deep. The deepest hole ever made is not
as deep as the highest mountain is tall.

The mantle is Earth’s next section. It is solid rock except for the part next to the crust, where it is a
thick liquid.

The center part of Earth is called the core. The outer part of the core is liquid and the center is solid.

Temperature inside Earth gets hotter as you go deeper. It is around 9000˚F (5000˚C) in the center.
(Your oven at home probably reaches 600˚F.) It is so hot inside Earth that rock melts. This melted rock
is called magma. It is called lava when it flows out to the surface.

1. Why would a person be unable to dig a tunnel all the way through the middle of Earth?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. How much hotter is the center of Earth than your oven at home? ____________________________

3. Using an apple as a model of Earth, what would the skin be called? __________________________

What would the center be called? _______________________________________________________

What would the fruit be called? _________________________________________________________

4. It is 2,800 miles (4505 km) across the United States. Is this farther 
than the distance from the surface to the center of Earth? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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