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That Are Motivating to the Children

Choose tasks that are interesting to the children, ones that allow work for a mean-
ingful amount of time.  Tasks in learning centers may be done many times.  The best
test for meaningful tasks is if the children want to go back to them again.T
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That Provide Real Experiences

Develop tasks that will provide real experi-
ences about the theme.  Children need to
feel as if every task that they work on has a
purpose.  Meaningful tasks are ones where
the child can stay with the work for a sus-
tained amount of time.  These tasks will keep
children engaged and develop deeper
understanding about the theme.
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That Have a Process and a Product

The product is an important way for the child to show
what he or she has figured out in the process.  Whether
it is an art piece, writing or some other creation, the
product serves as the indication that the child has fig-
ured out something which can be shown to others.
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That Allow Children to Construct Knowledge

Tasks should be developed that allow the children to begin with what they think
they know about a theme and build on that knowledge to develop deeper under-
standings.  One way children construct new knowledge is from conversations with
other children about their work.  Consider tasks that encourage children to discuss
what they are doing.
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There are many advantages to developing themes through tasks in the learning
centers already established in your classroom.  Tasks are added to the learning
centers to reflect what you are studying.

Use these guidelines to develop the tasks to reflect your theme:

DDeevveellooppiinngg aa TThheemmee
wwiitthh LLeeaarrnniinngg CCeenntteerrss
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DDeessiiggnniinngg MMeeaanniinnggffuull
SSttaarrttiinngg PPooiinnttss ffoorr TThheemmeess

Think broadly about a starting point.  Traditionally books have been used to intro-
duce a theme.  But what could be designed that would give you feedback about
what information the children bring to the theme?  Create a scenario that has mys-
tery, something memorable that you will be able to refer to throughout the theme.
The starting point should be unexpected with an element of surprise.

The starting point should lead to a discussion that results in gathering information
around the key areas:

What do we already know?

What do we want to learn?
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Print the information on large
charts with the heading listed at
the top.  As each child contributes
information for the charts, tran-
scribe their words and the child’s
name.

Post the charts in a place that is at
the eye level of the children.  Plan
to leave the charts posted
throughout the theme and refer to
them often.  When the children dis-
cuss information they have
learned from a task they have
completed, relate it to the chart to
help them connect what they’re
learning.

Add a third chart with the heading
Other Things We Want to Learn.
Add information that is acquired
throughout the theme.
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Ask a class of older children
to write a letter to each
child in your classroom.

Place the letters in individual
envelopes with the child’s
name on each.

Pack all of the letters into a
large box, and take it to the
post office for regular mail
delivery.

Arrange for the box to be
delivered to the classroom.
Make the box’s contents a
mystery.  Encourage the
children to try to figure out
who sent the box by looking
at the clues:  return address,
the stamp and the cancel-
lation mark.

Once the box is opened,
allow the children to assist in
determining the best
method for delivering each
child’s letter, how to figure
out what the letter says and
who sent it.

Afterwards, make a chart to
show what the children
know about the mail, how it
gets delivered and what
things they would like to
know more about.  Hang
the charts in the room
where they can be refer-
enced throughout the
theme.

SSttaarrttiinngg PPooiinntt ffoorr tthhee
PPoosstt OOffffiiccee TThheemmee




