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John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address

& Paraphrase
1) Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice
President Nixon, President Truman, Reverend
Clergy, Fellow Citizens:

2) We observe today not a victory of party
but a celebration of freedom–symbolizing an
end as well as a beginning–signifying renewal
as well as change. For I have sworn before you
and Almighty God the same solemn oath our
forebearers prescribed nearly a century and
three-quarters ago.

3) The world is very different now. For man
holds in his mortal hands the power to abol-
ish all forms of human poverty and all forms of
human life. And yet the same revolutionary
beliefs for which our forebearers fought are
still at issue around the globe–belief that the
rights of man come not from the generosity of
the state but from the hand of God.

1) Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker of the
House, Mr. Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court,Vice President Nixon, Reverend Clergy,
Fellow Citizens:

3) The world is different than it was 175
years ago. We have the ability to end both
human poverty and all human life. Yet the
same ideals of the American Revolution are
still alive around the world. That idea is that
God gives human rights to us, not any govern-
ment.

2) What we see today is a celebration of
freedom, not a victory of one political party
over another. It is a symbol of renewal and
change. I have sworn to you and God the
same pledge our ancestors wrote in the
Constitution nearly 175 years ago.
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Building a Time Line
On pages 12 and 13 are two time lines–one about Cuba and one about Berlin. Combine these
two sets of events into a single time line of Kennedy’s presidency from January 1961 through
November 1963. As you weave the events, be sure to keep them in the correct time order.

January 20, 1961–Kennedy was sworn in as President of the United States.

January 1962

January 1963

November 22, 1963–President Kennedy was assassinated.

Name _______________________________
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Berlin and the Cold War

Writing Exercise    Outlining

Below is an outline that divides the events of the Berlin time line on the previous page into five
main topics. Under the five main headings are several subtopics. You are to use the time line
to find the events that belong in the subtopics. All of the subtopics will be about the same event
as the main heading above them. One example is done for you.

I. Cold War Beginnings 1945-48

A. The U.S., Britain and France united their zones into the Federal Republic of Germany 
(West Germany).

B. The Soviet Union refused to allow East Germany to join West Germany and created the
Democratic Republic of Germany (East Germany).

II. The Berlin Blockade 1948-49

A.

B.

C.

III. Khrushchev and Berlin 1958

A.

B.

IV. The Berlin Wall 1961-1989

A.

B.

C.

D.

V. Berlin Wall, Germany and End of Cold War 1989-1992

A.

B.

Name _______________________________




